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Women of the Tang Dynasty: Pioneers of Culture, Power, and Influence

women of the tang dynasty hold a fascinating place in Chinese history, renowned not only for
their beauty but also for their remarkable influence on politics, culture, and society during one of
China’s most vibrant and prosperous eras. The Tang Dynasty (618–907 AD) is often celebrated for its
openness, cosmopolitanism, and artistic achievements, and women played a crucial role in shaping
this dynamic period. From empresses who wielded imperial power to poets and artists who left an
indelible mark on Chinese culture, the women of the Tang dynasty offer a rich tapestry of stories
that continue to captivate historians and enthusiasts alike.

The Social Status of Women in the Tang Dynasty

The Tang Dynasty was distinctive in its relatively progressive attitudes toward women compared to
other periods in Chinese history. While Confucian ideals did influence gender roles, the Tang era
permitted women more freedom in various aspects of life, including education, social participation,
and even political engagement.

Education and Cultural Participation

Women in the Tang dynasty were often educated, especially those from aristocratic or wealthy
families. They were encouraged to learn poetry, calligraphy, and music, which were considered
essential accomplishments for cultured women. This focus on education allowed many women to
become prominent poets and artists, contributing significantly to the flourishing Tang cultural
scene.

For example, famous female poets such as Xue Tao and Yu Xuanji are celebrated for their eloquent
verses that explored love, nature, and personal reflection. Their poetry not only highlights the
artistic talents of Tang women but also provides insights into their inner lives and societal roles.

Marriage and Family Life

Marriage customs during the Tang dynasty also reflected a degree of flexibility. While arranged
marriages were common, women had some say in their marital lives, and widow remarriage was
socially acceptable, which was not always the case in later dynasties. Women were often involved in
managing household affairs, and some even wielded considerable influence in their families,
especially if they were mothers or grandmothers of future emperors.

Powerful Women in the Tang Court



Perhaps the most famous woman of the Tang dynasty was Empress Wu Zetian, whose story
exemplifies the extraordinary power that women could attain during this period.

Empress Wu Zetian: The Only Female Emperor

Empress Wu Zetian stands out as a remarkable figure in Chinese history. Rising from concubinage
to become the empress consort and eventually the sole ruler of China, Wu broke traditional gender
barriers to claim the throne as emperor. Her reign (690–705 AD) was marked by significant political
reforms, promotion of meritocracy, and support for Buddhism.

Wu Zetian’s political acumen and leadership skills allowed her to maintain control in a male-
dominated society. Despite facing criticism and opposition, she managed to stabilize the empire and
foster a period of prosperity. Her legacy is complex—admired for her governance but also
remembered for her ruthless tactics—but undeniably, she reshaped the role of women in Chinese
politics.

Other Influential Women at Court

Beyond Empress Wu, other women in the imperial court held substantial sway. Imperial consorts
and princesses often acted as political advisors or patrons of the arts. Their influence extended to
diplomacy and cultural affairs, shaping the Tang court’s cosmopolitan character.

Women and the Arts: Poets, Musicians, and Performers

The Tang Dynasty is often regarded as the golden age of Chinese poetry, and women were integral
contributors to this cultural blossoming.

Female Poets and Their Legacy

Women poets of the Tang dynasty crafted exquisite works that reflected their personal experiences
and social observations. Xue Tao, known for her lyrical and expressive poetry, was also a talented
calligrapher and courtesan who gained fame in literary circles. Similarly, Yu Xuanji’s bold and
emotive verses challenged conventional norms, offering a rare glimpse into the emotional world of a
woman in a patriarchal society.

These poets often navigated the constraints of their time by weaving subtle critiques and personal
sentiments into their work, enriching the canon of Chinese literature. Their poetry remains studied
and appreciated for its artistic merit and historical significance.

Music and Dance: The Cultural Ambassadors



Women in the Tang dynasty also shone in music and dance, which were highly valued art forms in
court and society. Female musicians and dancers performed at banquets and religious ceremonies,
sometimes achieving celebrity status. The era’s openness to cultural exchange meant that women
could learn and showcase diverse styles, from traditional Chinese melodies to influences brought
along the Silk Road.

Everyday Lives of Tang Dynasty Women

While the stories of empresses and poets are captivating, the daily lives of ordinary women in the
Tang dynasty reveal much about the era’s social fabric.

Women in Urban and Rural Settings

In bustling cities like Chang’an, women from merchant or artisan families participated actively in
commerce and crafts. They ran shops, managed finances, and sometimes inherited businesses. Rural
women, on the other hand, were often engaged in agricultural labor alongside their families,
contributing to the household economy.

Fashion and Beauty Standards

Tang dynasty women were known for their distinctive fashion, which emphasized elegance and
sophistication. The clothing styles reflected the dynasty’s cosmopolitan influences, with flowing
robes, intricate hairstyles, and elaborate accessories. Beauty ideals favored fuller figures, which
symbolized prosperity and health at the time, a contrast to later eras’ preferences.

Religious and Philosophical Roles of Women

Religion played an important role in the lives of many Tang women, offering spiritual solace and
sometimes paths to autonomy.

Buddhism and Female Monastics

Buddhism flourished during the Tang dynasty, and many women became nuns, dedicating their lives
to religious study and community service. Female monastics often had access to education and
spiritual leadership roles, which provided an alternative to traditional family expectations.

Taoism and Women’s Practices

Taoism also attracted women, with certain practices emphasizing harmony with nature and inner



balance. Women engaged in Taoist rituals and sometimes acted as healers or spiritual guides in their
communities.

Legacy of the Women of the Tang Dynasty

The women of the Tang dynasty left behind a legacy that transcends their time, influencing Chinese
culture, politics, and societal norms for centuries. Their stories challenge simplistic narratives about
historical gender roles and highlight the complexities of female agency in a transformative period.

By examining their lives—from towering figures like Empress Wu Zetian to the creative expressions
of female poets and the everyday resilience of common women—we gain a richer understanding of
the Tang dynasty’s vibrant society. These women not only contributed to the dynasty’s golden age
but also paved the way for future generations to expand the boundaries of what women could
achieve in Chinese history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were some of the most influential women of the Tang
Dynasty?
Some of the most influential women of the Tang Dynasty include Empress Wu Zetian, the only
female emperor in Chinese history, Princess Taiping, a powerful political figure, and Yang Guifei,
renowned for her beauty and influence over Emperor Xuanzong.

What role did women play in the politics of the Tang Dynasty?
Women in the Tang Dynasty, especially those in the imperial family, often played significant roles in
politics. Empress Wu Zetian notably seized power and ruled as emperor, while other royal women
like Princess Taiping engaged in court intrigues and influenced imperial decisions.

How were women of the Tang Dynasty portrayed in literature
and art?
Women of the Tang Dynasty were frequently depicted in poetry, paintings, and music as
embodiments of beauty, grace, and cultural refinement. They were often idealized in Tang poetry,
which celebrated their elegance, intelligence, and sometimes their political influence.

What was the status of women in Tang Dynasty society?
Women in Tang Dynasty society had relatively higher status compared to other periods in Chinese
history. They could own property, receive education, and participate in social and cultural activities,
although Confucian patriarchal norms still influenced societal roles.



How did Empress Wu Zetian impact the role of women in the
Tang Dynasty?
Empress Wu Zetian broke traditional gender roles by becoming the only female emperor in Chinese
history. Her reign challenged existing norms, demonstrated women's potential for leadership, and
left a lasting impact on the political and cultural landscape of the Tang Dynasty.

Additional Resources
Women of the Tang Dynasty: A Complex Tapestry of Influence and Identity

women of the tang dynasty occupied a unique and multifaceted position in one of China's most
culturally rich and politically dynamic eras. Spanning from 618 to 907 AD, the Tang dynasty is often
heralded as a golden age of Chinese civilization, marked by significant advancements in art,
literature, and governance. Within this vibrant historical context, the roles, status, and
representations of women present a compelling subject for analysis, revealing a society where
gender dynamics were both progressive and constrained in varying dimensions.

Historical Context and Social Framework

The Tang dynasty’s cosmopolitan nature, influenced by extensive trade routes such as the Silk Road,
fostered an environment where social norms were more fluid than in preceding or succeeding eras.
This openness extended into gender relations, where women of the Tang dynasty enjoyed
comparatively greater freedoms, especially in urban centers and aristocratic circles. However, it is
crucial to recognize that these liberties were not uniformly distributed across all social strata; elite
women often experienced a different reality than commoners or rural inhabitants.

During this period, the legal framework codified in the Tang Code provided women with certain
protections and rights uncommon in many contemporary societies. For instance, Tang law allowed
women to own property, inherit land, and participate in certain economic activities. Yet, Confucian
ideals, which emphasized hierarchy and filial piety, continued to permeate societal expectations,
often limiting the full realization of female autonomy.

Political Influence and Imperial Women

Among the women of the Tang dynasty, imperial consorts and empresses wielded considerable
political influence, sometimes shaping the course of the dynasty’s history. The most famous example
is Empress Wu Zetian, who rose from concubinage to become the only female emperor in Chinese
history. Her reign (690-705 AD) was marked by significant administrative reforms, promotion of
meritocracy, and patronage of Buddhism, all of which left an indelible mark on Chinese governance
and culture.

Wu Zetian’s ascendancy challenges traditional narratives about gender roles in imperial China,
demonstrating an extraordinary case where a woman transcended the conventional limitations
imposed by her gender. Nevertheless, her controversial methods and the political intrigue



surrounding her court also highlight the precarious nature of female power in a male-dominated
hierarchy.

Cultural Contributions and Literary Presence

The women of the Tang dynasty were not only political actors but also cultural contributors. This era
witnessed a flourishing of poetry and the arts, with several notable female poets emerging. Figures
such as Xue Tao and Yu Xuanji exemplify the intellectual and creative agency women could exercise.
Their poetry often explored themes of love, solitude, and social constraints, providing invaluable
insights into the female experience during the Tang period.

Moreover, the Tang dynasty’s vibrant urban culture allowed women greater participation in public
life, including entertainment and the arts. Courtesans and entertainers, often skilled in music,
dance, and poetry, occupied a complex social niche, simultaneously marginalized and celebrated for
their talents. This duality reflects the nuanced and sometimes contradictory roles women inhabited
in Tang society.

Social Roles and Daily Life

Understanding the everyday experiences of women during the Tang dynasty involves examining
family structures, marriage practices, and social expectations. Women were generally expected to
fulfill roles as daughters, wives, and mothers, with filial piety serving as a central virtue. Marriages
were often arranged to solidify family alliances, and women’s primary duties involved managing
household affairs and raising children.

However, the Tang dynasty’s relative openness permitted women to engage in commercial activities,
especially in urban markets. Archaeological findings and historical records indicate that some
women operated businesses or participated in trade, contributing economically beyond the domestic
sphere. This economic participation, though limited, marks a point of divergence from strictly
patriarchal norms.

Fashion and Aesthetic Expression

The aesthetic sensibilities of women during the Tang dynasty also offer a window into their social
identities. Fashion was characterized by elaborate clothing styles, vibrant colors, and intricate
hairstyles, reflecting both status and cultural trends. Women’s attire ranged from the elegant robes
of aristocrats to the practical garments of laborers, illustrating the diversity within female
experiences.

Artistic depictions from the period, including murals and sculptures, frequently portray women in
dynamic poses and luxurious dress, underscoring their visibility in Tang cultural imagination. This
emphasis on beauty and presentation was closely tied to social expectations but also allowed women
a form of self-expression.



Religious and Philosophical Dimensions

Religion played a significant role in shaping the lives of Tang women. Buddhism, Daoism, and
Confucianism coexisted and influenced female spirituality and societal roles. Buddhist nunneries
provided women an alternative path outside marriage and motherhood, offering opportunities for
education, leadership, and spiritual fulfillment.

Moreover, religious patronage by elite women contributed to the construction of temples and the
promotion of religious art, highlighting their active participation in shaping the religious landscape.
This involvement not only reinforced their social status but also expanded the spheres within which
women could exert influence.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite these areas of influence and relative freedoms, women of the Tang dynasty faced significant
challenges. Patriarchal norms and Confucian doctrines still imposed constraints on their autonomy,
especially in rural areas or lower social classes. Practices such as foot-binding, which became
widespread in later dynasties, were not prevalent during the Tang, but other forms of gender-based
discrimination persisted.

Moreover, historical sources about women often derive from male-authored texts, which can reflect
biases and obscure women’s voices. This complicates efforts to fully understand their lived
experiences and contributions, necessitating critical examination of the available records.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared to women in other contemporary civilizations—such as the Byzantine Empire or the
Islamic Caliphates—the women of the Tang dynasty occupied a relatively empowered position in
certain respects. The ability to inherit property, participate in cultural production, and, in
exceptional cases, exercise political power, distinguishes the Tang period as somewhat progressive.

Yet, like many pre-modern societies, strict gender hierarchies remained embedded, and the scope of
female agency was often contingent upon class, geography, and individual circumstances. This
complexity underscores the importance of nuanced analysis rather than simplistic generalizations.

The legacy of the women of the Tang dynasty is a testament to the dynamic interplay between
cultural norms, political structures, and individual agency within a formative era of Chinese history.
Their stories continue to inspire historians and readers alike, offering rich terrain for exploring the
multifaceted nature of gender and power.

Women Of The Tang Dynasty
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  women of the tang dynasty: Women of the Tang Dynasty May Holdsworth, 2000-02-01 Women
in Tang society enjoyed experimenting with ways to enhance their charms. Not only enthusiastically
adopting fashion styles of foreigners who thronged the capital of Chang'an, they were also some of
the earliest cross-dressers in history. Through a close-up look at excavated pottery figures and
surviving gold and silver objects, a picture emerges of a remarkably open society in which women
took an active part. The Close-Up series is the very first of its kind to give you a fascinating, concise
introduction to individual aspects of China and its peoples, past and present. Each topic is presented
by chosen experts in their fields who write with brevity for the intelligent reader. Illuminating text is
supported by the work of international photographers and with maps and diagrams to give a picture
that satisfies curiosity and encourages further reading.
  women of the tang dynasty: The Eyes of the Empress Lyn Reese, 1996 Based on scholarship in
women's history, these dramatic stories teach about women and girls from ancient times through the
16th century.
  women of the tang dynasty: Women of the Tang Dynasty May Holdsworth, Wei Li, 1995 A
detailed consideration of the pottery figurines excavated from tombs and the gold and silver objects
that have survived, which argues for an open society in which women were able to take an active
part in social life and to flaunt their femininity.
  women of the tang dynasty: Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New
Millennium Ya-chen Chen, 2012-01-01 Women and Gender in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the
New Millennium, by Ya-chen Chen, is an excavation of underexposed gender issues focusing mainly
on contradictory and troubled feminism in the film narratives. In the cinematic world of martial arts
films, one can easily find representations of women of Ancient China released from the constraints of
patriarchal social order to revel in a dreamlike space of their own. They can develop themselves,
protect themselves, and even defeat or conquer men. This world not only frees women from the
convention of foot-binding, but it also unbinds them in terms of education, critical thinking, talent,
ambition, opportunities to socialize with different men, and the freedom or right to both choose their
spouse and decide their own fate. Chen calls this phenomenon Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism. The liberation is never sustaining or complete, however; Chen reveals the presence of a
glass ceiling marking the maximal exercise of feminism and women's rights which the patriarchal
order is willing to accept. As such, these films are not to be seen as celebrations of feminist
liberation, but as enunciations of the patriarchal authority that suffuses Chinese cinematic martial
arts feminism. The film narratives under examination include Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
(directed by Ang Lee); Hero (Zhang Yimou); House of the Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou); Seven
Swords (Tsui Hark); The Promise (Chen Kaige); The Banquet (Feng Xiaogang); and Curst of the
Golden Flower (Zhang Yimou). Chen also touches upon the plots of two of the earliest award-winning
Chinese martial arts films, A Touch of Zen and Legend of the Mountain, both directed by King Hu.
  women of the tang dynasty: 中国传统服饰 臧迎春, 2003 This book presents the clothing and personal
ornaments from 221 BC to modern day. An oversized edition, it intersperses photographs of costume
replicas, color duplications of ancient paintings and sculpture, to illustrate many types of ancient
attire and ornamentation, and the symbolism behind it.
  women of the tang dynasty: The History of Women's Mosques in Chinese Islam Maria
Jaschok, Shui Jingjun Shui, 2013-10-11 This is a study of Chinese Hui Muslim women's historic and
unrelenting spiritual, educational, political and gendered drive for an institutional presence in
Islamic worship and leadership: 'a mosque of one's own' as a unique feature of Chinese Muslim
culture. The authors place the historical origin of women's segregated religious institutions in the
Chinese Islamic diaspora's fight for survival, and in their crucial contribution to the cause of
ethnic/religious minority identity and solidarity. Against the presentation of complex historical
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developments of women's own site of worship and learning, the authors open out to contemporary
problems of sexual politics within the wider society of socialist China and beyond to the history of
Islam in all its cultural diversity.
  women of the tang dynasty: Women in Tang China Bret Hinsch, 2019-11-11 This important
book provides the first comprehensive survey of women in China during the Sui and Tang dynasties
from the sixth through tenth centuries CE. Bret Hinsch provides rich insight into female life in the
medieval era, ranging from political power, wealth, and work to family, religious roles, and virtues.
He explores women’s lived experiences but also delves into the subjective side of their emotional life
and the ideals they pursued. Deeply researched, the book draws on a wide range of sources,
including standard histories, poetry, prose literature, and epigraphic sources such as epitaphs,
commemorative religious inscriptions, and Dunhuang documents. Building on the best Western and
Japanese scholarship, Hinsch also draws heavily on Chinese scholarship, most of which is unknown
outside China. As the first study in English about women in the medieval era, this groundbreaking
work will open a new window into Chinese history for Western readers.
  women of the tang dynasty: The History of Chinese Board Games Zhi Dao, The book
provides highlights on the key concepts and trends of evolution in The History of Chinese Board
Games, as one of the series of books of “China Classified Histories”.
  women of the tang dynasty: Women and the Literary World in Early Modern China, 1580-1700
Daria Berg, 2013-07-24 Exploring the works of key women writers within their cultural, artistic and
socio-political contexts, this book considers changes in the perception of women in early modern
China. The sixteenth century brought rapid developments in technology, commerce and the
publishing industry that saw women emerging in new roles as both consumers and producers of
culture. This book examines the place of women in the cultural elite and in society more generally,
reconstructing examples of particular women’s personal experiences, and retracing the changing
roles of women from the late Ming to the early Qing era (1580-1700). Providing rich detail of
exceptionally fine, interesting and engaging literary works, this book opens fascinating new windows
onto the lives, dreams, nightmares, anxieties and desires of the authors and the world out of which
they emerged.
  women of the tang dynasty: History of Sports in China Zhi Dao, The book provides
highlights on the key concepts and trends of evolution in History of Sports in China, as one of the
series of books of “China Classified Histories”.
  women of the tang dynasty: Biographical Dictionary of Chinese Women Lily Xiao Hong
Lee, A. D. Stefanowska, Sue Wiles, Clara Wing-chung Ho, 1998
  women of the tang dynasty: Illustrated Book Of Traditional Chinese Sport Qilin Sun, Lijuan
Mao, Chongshen Li, 2023-10-06 Through the use of archaeology, anthropology, sociology, and
iconography, this book utilizes a multidisciplinary approach to research Chinese sports. A unique
aspect of this book is that it documents the history and culture of Chinese sports through relics of
mythology, rock paintings, painted pottery, oracle bones, bronzes, tomb bricks, paintings, porcelain,
copper mirrors, and ancient books and literature. Through illustrations and text, the book traces the
origin, development, evolution, and dissemination of ancient Chinese sports through various
historical periods.
  women of the tang dynasty: Girly Drinks Mallory O'Meara, 2021-10-19 *A Finalist for the
Spirited Award for Best New Book on Drinks Culture, History or Spirits* *A Guardian Best History
and Politics Book of 2022* “At last, the feminist history of booze we’ve been waiting for!” —Amy
Stewart, author of The Drunken Botanist The James Beard Award-winning history of women drinking
through the ages Strawberry daiquiris. Skinny martinis. Vodka sodas with lime. These are the
cocktails that come in sleek-stemmed glasses, bright colors and fruity flavors—these are the Girly
Drinks. From the earliest days of civilization, alcohol has been at the center of social rituals and
cultures worldwide. But when exactly did drinking become a gendered act? And why have bars long
been considered “places for men” when, without women, they might not even exist? With whip-smart
insight and boundless curiosity, Girly Drinks unveils an entire untold history of the female distillers,



drinkers and brewers who have played a vital role in the creation and consumption of alcohol, from
ancient Sumerian beer goddess Ninkasi to iconic 1920s bartender Ada Coleman. Filling a crucial gap
in culinary history, O’Meara dismantles the long-standing patriarchal traditions at the heart of these
very drinking cultures, in the hope that readers everywhere can look to each celebrated woman in
this book—and proudly have what she’s having.
  women of the tang dynasty: Women Poets of China Kenneth Rexroth, Ling Zhong, 1982 The
poetry proves again that stereotypes mislead. Chinese verse is supposedly cool and distant, detached
and dispassionate. The opposite seems true; poets are exalted or downcast, drunk with wine or, in
the case of women, frankly sensuous....Nothing stands still in this poetry: the wind blows the trees,
the lake water ripples and the ever-present road runs in and out of the hills. --America
  women of the tang dynasty: Footbinding, Feminism and Freedom Fan Hong, 2013-04-03
Through the medium of women's bodies, Fan Hong explores the significance of religious beliefs,
cultural codes and political dogmas for gender relations, gender concepts and the human body in an
Asian setting.
  women of the tang dynasty: A GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO CHINESE CULTURE GU
WEILIE, 2022-05-23 A General Introduction to Chinese Culture is a book introducing Chinese
culture from the perspectives of institutional culture, material culture and spiritual culture by
starting from the exploration over implications of culture, backgrounds, and basic characteristics of
traditional Chinese culture. Well-documented, rich in materials and rigorous in theory, the book
describes and analyzes almost all aspects of traditional Chinese culture both at macro and micro
levels. Innovative and thought-provoking ideas can be found in the summary of the basic
characteristics of Chinese culture as well as in the analysis of theoretical issues such as traditional
Chinese economic thought, political ideas, the patriarchal system, the imperial examination system,
science and technology, academics, religions, cultural spirit and aesthetic pursuits of literature and
art, etc. With dialectical and scientific argumentation, the interpretation of traditional culture
embodies contemporary consciousness, and it well reflects the latest level of research on traditional
Chinese culture. This book has also been used as textbook by the Chinese universities for the
graduate students to learn about Chinese culture. Awarded the Second Prize of the National
University Press Bestseller by Chinese University Press Association and listed top in the
recommended bibliography by many libraries, this book has been reprinted many times and well
received by all readers.
  women of the tang dynasty: Women Who Changed the World Candice Goucher, 2022-01-24
This indispensable reference work provides readers with the tools to reimagine world history
through the lens of women's lived experiences. Learning how women changed the world will change
the ways the world looks at the past. Women Who Changed the World: Their Lives, Challenges, and
Accomplishments through History features 200 biographies of notable women and offers readers an
opportunity to explore the global past from a gendered perspective. The women featured in this
four-volume set cover the full sweep of history, from our ancestral forbearer Lucy to today's tennis
phenoms Venus and Serena Williams. Every walk of life is represented in these pages, from powerful
monarchs and politicians to talented artists and writers, from inquisitive scientists to outspoken
activists. Each biography follows a standardized format, recounting the woman's life and
accomplishments, discussing the challenges she faced within her particular time and place in
history, and exploring the lasting legacy she left. A chronological listing of biographies makes it easy
for readers to zero in on particular time periods, while a further reading list at the end of each essay
serves as a gateway to further exploration and study. High-interest sidebars accompany many of the
biographies, offering more nuanced glimpses into the lives of these fascinating women.
  women of the tang dynasty: Proceedings of the 2022 2nd International Conference on Modern
Educational Technology and Social Sciences (ICMETSS 2022) Youbin Chen, Marcus T. Anthony, Yan
Ke, 2023-02-10 This is an open access book. ICMETSS 2022 is to bring together innovative
academics and industrial experts in the field of Innovation in Teaching & Learning ,
Technology-Enhanced Learning in the Digital Era and Integrating Educational Technologies. The



primary goal of the conference is to promote research and developmental activities in Innovations in
educational technology in the digital age and another goal is to promote scientific information
interchange between researchers, developers, engineers, students, and practitioners working all
around the world. The conference will be held every year to make it an ideal platform for people to
share views and experiences in Innovations in educational technology in the digital age and related
areas.
  women of the tang dynasty: Chinese Clothing 華梅, 2011-03-03 This illustrated introduction to
Chinese clothing discusses the development and transformation of distinctive Chinese fashions
through the ages.
  women of the tang dynasty: Women and Confucian Cultures in Premodern China, Korea, and
Japan Dorothy Ko, JaHyun Kim Haboush, Joan R. Piggott, 2003-08-28 This book rewrites the history
of East Asia by rethinking the contentious relationship between Confucianisms and women.
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