studies in conflict and terrorism

Studies in Conflict and Terrorism: Exploring the Complex Dynamics of Modern
Security Challenges

studies in conflict and terrorism offer a fascinating and critical lens
through which we can understand some of the most pressing security issues
facing the world today. From insurgencies and civil wars to global terrorist
networks, this multidisciplinary field examines the causes, manifestations,
and consequences of violent conflicts and terrorism. Whether you’re a
student, policymaker, or simply curious about global affairs, diving into
this area reveals the complex interplay of political, social, economic, and
psychological factors that fuel violence and shape international responses.

What Are Studies in Conflict and Terrorism?

At its core, studies in conflict and terrorism focus on analyzing the nature
of violent conflict and acts of terrorism. This area draws from political
science, sociology, psychology, international relations, and security studies
to provide a comprehensive understanding of why conflicts erupt, how they
evolve, and what strategies can be employed to prevent or resolve them.

Unlike traditional military history, which often centers on battles and
tactics, this field emphasizes underlying causes such as ethnic tensions,
ideological divides, resource scarcity, and governance failures. It also
examines terrorist motivations, recruitment methods, and the impact of
terrorism on societies and governments.

The Multidisciplinary Approach

One of the strengths of studies in conflict and terrorism is its
multidisciplinary nature. Researchers incorporate theories and methods from
various disciplines to build a holistic picture:

e Political Science: Explores state behavior, power dynamics, and
governance issues that can lead to conflict.

e Sociology: Investigates social structures, group identities, and
communal relationships influencing violence.

e Psychology: Analyzes individual and group psychology behind
radicalization and terrorist behavior.

* Economics: Looks at how poverty, inequality, and economic incentives can



drive conflict.

e International Relations: Studies how global actors, alliances, and
interventions affect conflict dynamics.

This broad approach allows scholars and practitioners to develop more nuanced
theories and effective policies.

Key Themes in Conflict and Terrorism Studies

Understanding the major themes within studies in conflict and terrorism helps
clarify the scope and challenges of the field.

Causes and Drivers of Conflict

One of the first questions researchers ask is: Why do conflicts emerge? The
answers are rarely simple. Factors often include:

Ethnic and Religious Divisions: Deep-seated grievances and identity
politics can spark violence.

Political Oppression: Authoritarian regimes or exclusionary policies may
provoke rebellion.

Economic Inequality: Competition over resources or lack of opportunities
can fuel unrest.

Historical Legacies: Colonialism, border disputes, and past conflicts
often lay dormant tensions.

Understanding these causes is crucial for developing conflict prevention and
resolution strategies.

Nature and Evolution of Terrorism

Terrorism is a complex and evolving phenomenon. Studies in this area examine:

e Types of Terrorism: From lone-wolf attacks to organized transnational
networks.



e Radicalization Processes: How individuals or groups adopt extremist
ideologies.

e Methods and Tactics: Bombings, cyberterrorism, hostage-taking, and
propaganda.

* Counterterrorism Strategies: Intelligence gathering, military responses,
and deradicalization programs.

By analyzing these aspects, scholars can advise governments on balancing
security measures with human rights.

Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding

Another critical area in studies of conflict and terrorism focuses on
solutions. This includes:

Negotiation and Mediation: Techniques to bring conflicting parties to
the table.

Peacekeeping Missions: Role of international forces in maintaining
stability.

Post-conflict Reconstruction: Rebuilding institutions and societies
after violence.

Transitional Justice: Addressing war crimes to foster reconciliation.

These efforts highlight the importance of sustainable peace rather than mere
cessation of violence.

Contemporary Challenges in Conflict and
Terrorism Studies

The world is rapidly changing, and so are the dynamics of conflict and
terrorism. Several contemporary challenges have emerged:

The Rise of Cyberterrorism and Hybrid Warfare

Digital technologies have transformed the battlefield. Cyberterrorism



involves attacks on critical infrastructure, data theft, and spreading
disinformation. Hybrid warfare combines conventional military tactics with
cyberattacks, propaganda, and irregular forces, complicating traditional
conflict models.

Globalization and Transnational Terrorist Networks

Terrorist organizations now operate across borders, leveraging global
communications and finance networks. This makes combating terrorism more
complex because it requires international cooperation and intelligence
sharing.

Migration and Refugee Crises

Conflicts often trigger mass displacement, creating humanitarian challenges
and sometimes exacerbating tensions in host countries. Studies in this field
analyze how to address both security and human rights concerns in these
contexts.

The Importance of Academic and Policy-Oriented
Research

Studies in conflict and terrorism are not just academic exercises; they have
real-world implications. Governments, international organizations, and NGOs
rely on research to design effective policies and interventions. Some key
contributions include:

Early Warning Systems: Predicting potential outbreaks of violence to
enable preventive action.

Counter-Radicalization Programs: Creating community-based initiatives to
reduce extremism.

Legal Frameworks: Developing international laws to address terrorism
without compromising civil liberties.

Security Sector Reform: Helping fragile states build accountable and
effective security institutions.

Such evidence-based approaches enhance the prospects of stability and peace.



Studying Conflict and Terrorism: Skills and
Career Paths

For those interested in pursuing studies in conflict and terrorism, a diverse
skill set is essential. Critical thinking, cultural awareness, data analysis,
and language proficiency can prove invaluable. Many universities now offer
specialized degrees focusing on terrorism studies, international security, or
peace and conflict studies.

Career opportunities span a variety of sectors:

» Government and Intelligence Agencies: Analysts and strategists working
on national security.

e International Organizations: Roles in the UN, NATO, or NGOs focused on
peacebuilding and humanitarian aid.

» Academia and Research Institutes: Conducting research and teaching
future experts.

e Media and Communication: Reporting and analyzing conflict zones and
terrorism-related issues.

Engagement in this field offers the chance to contribute to global peace and
security in meaningful ways.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Conflict and
Terrorism Studies

As geopolitical landscapes shift, studies in conflict and terrorism will
continue evolving. Emerging technologies like artificial intelligence and
drones, climate change-induced conflicts, and new forms of extremism will
pose fresh challenges. Scholars and practitioners must remain adaptive,
integrating innovative methods such as big data analytics and
interdisciplinary collaboration.

Ultimately, a deeper understanding of conflict and terrorism not only informs
security policies but also fosters empathy and dialogue, which are essential
ingredients for lasting peace. The journey through this complex field is as
challenging as it is vital, inviting continuous learning and engagement with
some of humanity’s most critical issues.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of studies in conflict and
terrorism?

Studies in conflict and terrorism primarily focus on understanding the
causes, dynamics, and consequences of conflicts and terrorist activities, as
well as exploring strategies for prevention, intervention, and resolution.

How do studies in conflict and terrorism contribute
to global security?

These studies provide insights into the root causes of violence and
extremism, inform policy-making, help develop counter-terrorism strategies,
and promote peacebuilding efforts, thereby enhancing global security.

What interdisciplinary approaches are used in
conflict and terrorism studies?

Conflict and terrorism studies draw from political science, sociology,
psychology, international relations, law, and anthropology to analyze the
complex factors behind conflicts and terrorism.

How has the rise of cyber terrorism impacted the
field of conflict and terrorism studies?

The rise of cyber terrorism has expanded the scope of conflict and terrorism
studies to include cyber threats, digital propaganda, and cyber warfare,
necessitating new strategies for detection, prevention, and response.

What role do non-state actors play in contemporary
conflicts and terrorism?

Non-state actors, such as terrorist groups and insurgent organizations, play
significant roles by challenging state authority, perpetrating violence, and
influencing political and social dynamics in conflict zones.

How do studies in conflict and terrorism address the
issue of radicalization?

These studies analyze the social, psychological, and political factors that
contribute to radicalization, aiming to develop effective counter-
radicalization programs and community resilience initiatives.



What methodologies are commonly used in research on
conflict and terrorism?

Researchers commonly use qualitative methods like case studies and
interviews, quantitative data analysis, comparative studies, and mixed-method
approaches to comprehensively understand conflict and terrorism.

How do conflict and terrorism studies inform
peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction?

They provide frameworks for understanding conflict dynamics, designing
reconciliation processes, supporting governance reforms, and fostering social
cohesion to promote sustainable peace after conflicts.

Additional Resources

Studies in Conflict and Terrorism: An Analytical Overview

studies in conflict and terrorism represent a critical interdisciplinary
field dedicated to understanding the causes, dynamics, and consequences of
violent conflicts and terrorist activities worldwide. This academic and
practical domain draws from political science, sociology, psychology,
international relations, and security studies to provide nuanced insights
into complex phenomena that threaten global peace and stability. As
geopolitical tensions escalate and asymmetric warfare evolves, the demand for
robust research and informed policy-making in conflict and terrorism studies
has never been more pronounced.

The Scope and Significance of Studies in
Conflict and Terrorism

At its core, studies in conflict and terrorism seek to dissect the
multifaceted nature of violence, ranging from interstate wars and civil
strife to acts of terrorism and insurgency. The field encompasses theoretical
frameworks, empirical research, and policy analysis aimed at identifying the
root causes of conflict, such as ethnic rivalries, resource scarcity,
political oppression, and ideological extremism. By integrating qualitative
case studies with quantitative data, scholars and practitioners develop
strategies for conflict resolution, counterterrorism, and peacebuilding.

The significance of this discipline extends beyond academia. Governments,
international organizations, and security agencies rely heavily on conflict
and terrorism studies to craft effective responses to emerging threats. For
example, understanding the socio-political environments that foster terrorism
can help in designing targeted counter-radicalization programs. Similarly,
insights into conflict dynamics assist in mediation efforts, preventing



escalation, and fostering post-conflict reconstruction.

Interdisciplinary Approaches and Methodologies

One of the defining features of studies in conflict and terrorism is its
interdisciplinary nature. Research methods range from ethnographic fieldwork
and interviews to statistical modeling and network analysis. This
methodological diversity allows for a comprehensive examination of phenomena
such as terrorist recruitment, financing, and operational tactics.

Quantitative analyses often leverage large datasets, including global
terrorism databases and conflict event records, to identify trends and
patterns. For instance, the Global Terrorism Database (GTD) provides
invaluable data on terrorist incidents worldwide, enabling researchers to
analyze shifts in tactics, geographical hotspots, and casualty figures over
time. On the qualitative side, case studies of specific conflicts or
terrorist organizations reveal the nuanced socio-cultural factors that
numbers alone cannot capture.

Key Themes in Conflict and Terrorism Research

Root Causes and Drivers

A fundamental focus within studies in conflict and terrorism is the
exploration of underlying drivers. These include political exclusion,
economic disparity, ideological motivations, and historical grievances.
Researchers emphasize that terrorism and violent conflict rarely emerge in
isolation; instead, they are often symptoms of broader systemic issues.

For example, the link between state fragility and increased terrorism
incidents is well documented. Fragile states with weak governance structures
and limited control over their territories tend to provide fertile ground for
extremist groups. Moreover, social identity theories highlight how ethnic and
religious divisions can be manipulated by militant actors to justify
violence.

Conflict Dynamics and Terrorist Tactics

Understanding how conflicts evolve and how terrorist organizations operate is
another pivotal area of study. Conflict dynamics encompass escalation,
duration, and resolution processes, while analyses of terrorist tactics focus
on methods such as suicide bombings, cyberterrorism, and guerrilla warfare.



Researchers note that terrorist groups adapt their strategies in response to
changing political and technological landscapes. For instance, the rise of
social media has transformed recruitment and propaganda dissemination, making
counterterrorism efforts more complex. Additionally, the use of improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) and asymmetric warfare tactics pose significant
challenges to conventional military responses.

Counterterrorism and Conflict Resolution Strategies

An applied dimension of studies in conflict and terrorism involves evaluating
the efficacy of various counterterrorism and peacebuilding measures. This
includes military interventions, intelligence operations, diplomacy, and
community-based initiatives aimed at preventing radicalization.

Pros and cons exist for each approach. Military actions may degrade terrorist
capabilities but can also fuel grievances that perpetuate cycles of violence.
Conversely, dialogue and negotiation often require long-term commitment and
face obstacles in cases involving non-state actors with uncompromising
ideologies. As such, integrated strategies that combine security measures
with socioeconomic development are increasingly advocated.

Emerging Trends and Challenges in the Field

The contemporary landscape of conflict and terrorism is marked by evolving
threats and methodological challenges. Cyberterrorism, lone-wolf attacks, and
transnational networks complicate traditional notions of warfare and
security. Studies in conflict and terrorism must continuously adapt to these
changes by incorporating technological advances in data collection and
analysis.

Moreover, ethical considerations arise when conducting research in conflict
zones or dealing with sensitive intelligence information. Scholars must
balance the pursuit of knowledge with respect for affected populations and
adherence to legal frameworks.

The Role of International Cooperation

Given the transnational nature of many conflicts and terrorist threats,
international collaboration is indispensable. Studies in conflict and
terrorism frequently underscore the importance of multilateral institutions
such as the United Nations, NATO, and regional bodies in coordinating
responses.

Cross-border information sharing, joint military operations, and harmonized
legal frameworks enhance the capacity to combat terrorism effectively.



However, political divergences and sovereignty concerns often hinder seamless
cooperation, highlighting an ongoing area for research and policy
development.

e Data Integration: Combining intelligence from multiple countries to
track terrorist movements and funding.

e Standardizing Definitions: Harmonizing what constitutes terrorism to
facilitate unified responses.

e Capacity Building: Assisting weaker states in developing
counterterrorism infrastructure and governance.

Future Directions in Studies in Conflict and
Terrorism

Looking ahead, the field is poised to embrace greater technological
innovation and interdisciplinary collaboration. Artificial intelligence and
machine learning offer new avenues for predictive analytics and threat
assessment. At the same time, increased attention to human security, gender
perspectives, and the impact of climate change on conflict patterns is
reshaping research agendas.

For policymakers, the challenge remains to translate sophisticated academic
findings into actionable strategies that address both immediate security
concerns and the long-term structural issues that fuel violence.

In sum, studies in conflict and terrorism continue to be a vital area of
inquiry, balancing rigorous analysis with practical relevance. As the global
security environment evolves, so too must the frameworks and tools used to
understand and mitigate the complex phenomena of conflict and terror.
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increased levels of terrorism in many countries. In addition, the effects of terrorism on economic
activities were measured. Although the patterns vary for the regions, there is no doubt that
connections exist. Political links with outside countries have mitigated some of the negative
consequences of entering into greater contact with other countries. There is less evidence that the
increased terrorism from these disruptions has had negative effects on foreign investment and
tourism. This volume will provide essential materials for researchers and students interested in the
connections between globalization and terrorism and between terrorism and accompanying negative
€Cconomic consequences.
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and political issues of our time. After 9/11, Critical Terrorism Studies (CTS) emerged as an
alternative approach to the mainstream study of terrorism and counterterrorism, one which
combined innovative methods with a searching critique of the abuses of the war on terror. This
volume explores the unique contribution of CTS to our understanding of contemporary non-state
violence and the state’s response to it. It draws together contributions from key thinkers in the field
who explore critical questions around the nature and study of terrorism, the causes of terrorism,
state terrorism, responses to terrorism, the war on terror, and emerging issues in terrorism
research. Covering a wide range of topics including key debates in the field and emerging issues, the
Routledge Handbook of Critical Terrorism Studies will set a benchmark for future research on
terrorism and the response to it. This handbook will be of great interest to students of terrorism
studies, political violence, critical security studies and IR in general.
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resolve due to the complex relationships between a growing number of belligerents with diverging
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and West African countries.

studies in conflict and terrorism: Global Terrorism James M. Lutz, Brenda J. Lutz, 2004 This
textbook is a comprehensive introduction to global terrorism helping students to understand the
history, politics, ideologies and strategies of both contemporary and older terrorist groups. Written
in a clear and accessible style, each chapter explains a different aspect of terrorism and illustrates
this with a wide variety of case studies from across the world. Topics covered include: * definitions
and typology of terrorism * classifications of groups, weapons and techniques * religious terrorism *
ethnic disputes * left wing and right wing extremism * state-sponsored terrorism * techniques for
countering terrorism * future development of terrorist activity Case studies include: * Terror in the
French Revolution * The Zealots * Irish Republicanism * The Italian Red Brigades * American militias
* Columbia * Ethnic cleansing in Bosnia-Herzegovina * SriLanka * Al-Qeada . PLO The unique
combination of a genuinely historical focus and truly global coverage make this the ideal
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studies in conflict and terrorism: Understanding Recruitment to Organized Crime and
Terrorism David Weisburd, Ernesto U. Savona, Badi Hasisi, Francesco Calderoni, 2020-06-11 This
volume provides insights on how recruitment patterns develop for two related types of criminal
networks: organized crime and terrorism. It specifically explores the social, situational,
psychological, and economic drivers of recruitment. Although organized crime networks and
terrorism networks can differ in underlying goals and motivations, this volume demonstrates
common drivers in their recruitment, which will provide insights for crime prevention and
intervention. The goal of the book is to explore the current knowledge about these common drivers,




as well as highlight emerging research, to identify and prioritize a research agenda for scholars, as
well as policymakers. The research presented in this work aims to fill existing gaps in the knowledge
of recruitment to both organized crime and terrorism. For each area, it provides a systematic review
of the existing research on social, psychological, and economic drivers of recruitment. It then
presents findings from independent original research aimed to explore new ground not covered in
these previous studies. The contributions to this volume were the result of a research project funded
by a European Union Horizon 2020 grant, and present a diverse, international mix of expertise and
cases. It will be of interest to researchers in criminology and criminal justice, as well as related
fields such as sociology, psychology, and international relations. Chapter 13 of this book is available
open access under a CC BY 4.0 license.
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activities that fund such groups. The book serves as the most current and comprehensive resource in
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group-specific approaches, challenges, and consequences. This focus encompasses legal measures,
social policies, and military operations and security force responses by states and non-state actors to
assemble the most up-to-date counter-terrorist financing information into a single volume.
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state-of-the-art overview of current knowledge and debates on terrorism and counterterrorism, as
well as providing a benchmark for future research. The attacks of 9/11 and the ‘global war on terror’
and its various legacies have dominated international politics in the opening decades of the 21st
century. In response to the dramatic rise of terrorism, within the public eye and the academic world,
the need for an accessible and comprehensive overview of these controversial issues remains
profound. The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism and Counterterrorism seeks to fulfil this need. The
volume is divided into two key parts: Part I: Terrorism: This section provides an overview of
terrorism, covering the history of terrorism, its causes and characteristics, major tactics and
strategies, major trends and critical contemporary issues such as radicalisation and cyber-terrorism.
It concludes with a series of detailed case studies, including the IRA, Hamas and Islamic State. Part
II: Counterterrorism: This part draws on the main themes and critical issues surrounding
counterterrorism. It covers the major strategies and policies, key events and trends and the impact
and effectiveness of different approaches. This section also concludes with a series of case studies
focused on major counterterrorism campaigns. This book will be of great interest to all students of
terrorism and counterterrorism, political violence, counter-insurgency, criminology, war and conflict
studies, security studies and IR more generally.
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studies in conflict and terrorism: Psychology of Fear, Crime and the Media Derek Chadee,
2015-12-07 The media continue to have a significant persuasive influence on the public perception of
crime, even when the information presented is not reflective of the crime rate or actual crime itself.
There have been numerous theoretical studies on fear of crime in the media, but few have
considered this from a social psychological perspective. As new media outlets emerge and public
dependence on them increases, the need for such awareness has never been greater. This volume
lays the foundation for understanding fear of crime from a social psychological perspective in a way



that has not yet been systematically presented to the academic world. This volume brings together
an international team of experts and scholars to assess the role of fear and the media in everyday
life. Chapters take a multidisciplinary approach to psychology, sociology and criminology and
explore such topics as dual process theory, construal level theory, public fascination with gangs, and
other contemporary issues.

studies in conflict and terrorism: Criminals and Terrorists in Partnership Helena
Carrapico, Daniela Irrera, Bill Tupman, 2017-10-02 The nexus between terrorism and organised
crime consists of a strategic alliance between two non-state actors who are able to exploit illegal
markets, threaten the security of individuals, and influence policy-making on a global level. Recent
Europol reports have pointed towards the importance of studying the links between organised crime
and terrorist groups, and have underlined that the nature and extent of these connections have
seldom been addressed from an academic perspective. Considering the danger that both organised
crime and terrorism currently pose to the world, the collusion between these two phenomena is of
urgent contemporary interest. Basing itself on geographical case-studies, this book contributes to
the existing literature in three ways: by enriching the empirical knowledge on the nature of the
crime-terror nexus and its evolution; by exploring the impact of the nexus within different economic,
political and societal contexts; and by expanding on its theoretical conceptualization. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Global Crime.

studies in conflict and terrorism: Higher Education in the Gulf Ken E. Shaw, 1997 This book
will be of value to those in the West and in the Middle East with an interest in the contemporary
state of the higher educational system in the region and in comparative education in general. It
concentrates on the Gulf, but the problems of control, development, curriculum and purpose in
higher education are general throughout the Middle East. Its contributors are mainly academics
working in universities in the Gulf region. Higher Education in the Gulf stresses the need for
engagement with the problems of the Gulf States as developing countries and the roles which
practical, locally-based research can play in promoting balanced, self-reliant development. For too
long work in the West relating to the Gulf has concentrated on oil, military and political issues, and
this book looks beyond these to the neglected areas of social, cultural and human capital aspects of
modernisation. It is deliberately intended to suggest and promote research.

studies in conflict and terrorism: The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research Alex
Schmid, 2011-02-25 This major new Handbook synthesises more than two decades of scholarly
research, and provides a comprehensive overview of the field of terrorism studies. The content of the
Handbook is based on the responses to a questionnaire by nearly 100 experts from more than 20
countries as well as the specific expertise and experience of the volume editor and the various
contributors. Together, they guide the reader through the voluminous literature on terrorism, and
propose a new consensus definition of terrorism, based on an extensive review of existing
conceptualisations. The work also features a large collection of typologies and surveys a wide range
of theories of terrorism. Additional chapters survey terrorist databases and provide a guide to
available resources on terrorism in libraries and on the Internet. It also includes the most
comprehensive World Directory of Extremist, Terrorist and other Organizations associated with
Guerrilla Warfare, Political Violence, Protest and Organized- and Cyber-Crime. The Routledge
Handbook of Terrorism Research will be an essential work of reference for students and researchers
of terrorism and political violence, security studies, criminology, political science and international
relations, and of great interest to policymakers and professionals in the field of counter-terrorism.

studies in conflict and terrorism: Organized Crime and Terrorist Networks Vincenzo
Ruggiero, 2019-08-16 This collection explores organized crime and terror networks and the points at
which they intersect. It analyses the close relationships between these criminalities, the prevalence
and ambiguity of this nexus, the technological elements facilitating it, and the financial aspects
embedded in this criminal partnership. Organized Crime and Terrorist Networks is the outcome of
empirical research, seminars, workshops and interviews carried out by a multinational consortium of
researchers within “TAKEDOWN’, a Horizon 2020 project funded by the European Commission. The



consortium’s objective was to examine the perspectives, requirements and misgivings of front-line
practitioners operating in the areas of organized crime and terrorism. The chapters collected in this
volume are the outcome of such analytical efforts. The topics addressed include the role of
Information and Communication Technology in contemporary criminal organizations, terrorism
financing, online transnational criminality, identity crime, the crime-terror nexus and tackling the
nexus at supranational level. This book offers a compelling contribution to scholarship on organized
crime and terrorism, and considers possible directions for future research. It will be of much interest
to students and researchers engaged in studies of criminology, criminal justice, crime control and
prevention, organized crime, terrorism, political violence, and cybercrime.

studies in conflict and terrorism: Violent Extremism Caroline Logan, 2021-12-21 This
edited book presents international perspectives on the role of mental health problems in
understanding and managing the risk of violent extremism. The chapters included in this book
address two themes. First, they describe the research findings on the nature and prevalence of the
range of mental health problems (psychosis, personality disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder,
anxiety and depression, autism spectrum disorders) in young people and adults who have in the past,
committed acts of violence motivated at least in part by extremist ideologies, or who have attempted
or threatened such acts, or who for other reasons are thought to be at risk of doing so. Second, the
chapters examine what is known about the relationship - or the functional link - between mental
health problems and violent extremism. The focus of this book is on clinical practice and
understanding the nature of the challenge faced by practitioners and their response to it. It will
therefore be of interest to mental health practitioners, service managers and commissioners, and
policy makers with a remit to understand and mitigate risk of radicalisation and violent extremism.
The chapters in this book were originally published in The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry &
Psychology.

studies in conflict and terrorism: The Criminal-Terror Nexus in Chechnya Jeff Meyers,
2017-04-12 The line between criminal and terrorist groups is often blurred, and Chechen groups are
an excellent example of this new phenomenon. As the Soviet Union collapsed, groups began to fill
the cracks offering services that the state could not. The Chechens were one group that outrivaled
many groups, and they soon became synonymous throughout the Russian Federation with criminal.
This work looks into the historical, social, and religious reasons behind the rise of militant Islam in
the region. From there, it will discuss the historical difference between organized crime and terror,
how the two have coalesced into the crime-terror nexus, and how the Chechens compare to two
other groups that have gone through the same evolution: The Sicilian mafia, and the militant Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan, or IMU. Though neither group are exactly the same, there are links that
can help the reader understand the domestic and foreign problems that twenty-first century
nation-states deal with throughout the world.

studies in conflict and terrorism: Violence and Gender in the Globalized World Sanja
Bahun, V.G. Julie Rajan, 2024-11-01 Violence and Gender in the Globalized World expands the
critical picture of gender and violence in the age of globalization by introducing a variety of
uncommonly discussed geo-political sites and dynamics. The volume hosts methodologically and
disciplinarily diverse contributions from around the world, discussing various contexts including
Chechnya, Germany, Iraq, Kenya, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Palestine, the former Yugoslavia, Syria,
South Africa, the United States, and the Internet. Bringing together scholars’ and activists’
historicized and site-specific perspectives, this book bridges the gap between theory and practice
concerning violence, gender, and agency. In this revised and updated edition, the scope of inquiry is
expanded to incorporate phenomena that have recently come to the forefront of public and scholarly
scrutiny, such as Internet-based discourses of violence, female suicide bombers, and the Islamic
State’s violence against women. At the same time, new data and developments are brought to bear
on earlier discussions of violence against women across the globe in order to bring them fully up to
date. With an international team of contributors, comprising eminent scholars, activists and
policy-makers, this volume will be of interest to anyone conducting research in the areas of gender



and sexuality, human rights, cultural studies, law, sociology, political science, history,
post-colonialism and colonialism, anthropology, philosophy and religion.

studies in conflict and terrorism: ECIW2008- 7th European Conference on Information
Warfare and Security Dr Dan Remenyi, 2008

studies in conflict and terrorism: The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research Alex
Peter Schmid, 2011 This volume is a monumental collection of definitions, conceptual frameworks,
paradigmatic formulations, and bibliographic sources, which is now being revised and updated as a
resource for the expanding community of researchers on the subject of terrorism.

studies in conflict and terrorism: Narrative, Political Violence and Social Change Raquel Da
Silva, Josefin Graef, Nicolas Lemay-Hébert, 2021-11-29 Narrative, Political Violence and Social
Change is a call for engaging actively and critically with the ontological, epistemological, and
methodological implications of narrative in the study of political violence and terrorism. Building on
a basic framework of three modes of narrative - as lens, as data, and as tool - the chapters in this
book demonstrate how the study of political violence and terrorism benefits from narrative inquiry
as an interdisciplinary endeavour, in particular as regards diverging perceptions of social reality, the
meanings of belonging, and the human drive for change. They showcase the substantial advances
that scholars have made in this field to date and identify promising avenues for further research.
The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the journal Studies in
Conflict & Terrorism.
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