
autism speaks shock therapy
**Autism Speaks Shock Therapy: Understanding the Controversy and Alternatives**

autism speaks shock therapy is a phrase that has sparked significant debate and concern among
parents, professionals, and advocates within the autism community. The term typically refers to the
use of electric shock or aversive therapy methods aimed at modifying behaviors associated with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). However, it is essential to unravel what this practice entails, why it
remains controversial, and what alternative approaches exist that align better with ethical treatment
and respect for individuals with autism.

What Is Autism Speaks Shock Therapy?

When people hear "autism speaks shock therapy," they often think of the controversial and largely
discredited practice of using electric shocks as a behavioral intervention for individuals with autism.
Historically, some treatment centers used aversive shock therapy to reduce harmful or challenging
behaviors such as self-injury or aggression. The idea was that applying a mild electric shock would
deter these behaviors through negative reinforcement.

However, it's crucial to clarify that Autism Speaks, a prominent autism advocacy organization, does
not endorse shock therapy. In fact, Autism Speaks focuses on promoting research, awareness, and
support services for people on the spectrum without advocating for harmful or punitive treatments.
Unfortunately, the phrase can cause confusion because of misunderstandings or misinformation
about the organization's stance and the types of therapies associated with autism.

The Origins and Use of Aversive Shock Therapy

Aversive therapy dates back several decades and was once used in some behavioral treatment
programs. The procedure typically involved delivering brief, controlled electric shocks to discourage
behaviors deemed problematic. While this might have been seen as effective in the short term, it
raised serious ethical questions about consent, trauma, and the dignity of the person receiving
treatment.

Over time, shock therapy has become widely condemned by medical and psychological communities
due to its potential for physical and emotional harm. Many countries have banned or severely
restricted its use, especially for vulnerable populations such as children with autism.

Why Is Shock Therapy Controversial in Autism
Treatment?

Shock therapy in autism treatment is controversial for multiple reasons, all grounded in ethics,
human rights, and scientific evidence.



The Ethical Concerns

One of the most significant ethical dilemmas is the lack of informed consent. Many individuals with
autism, especially those with limited communication abilities, cannot fully understand or agree to
such invasive procedures. Forcing aversive treatments on them raises serious moral questions.

Moreover, the use of pain or discomfort to modify behavior contradicts modern therapeutic
philosophies that emphasize positive reinforcement, respect, and understanding of neurodiversity.

Potential Psychological and Physical Harm

Electric shock as a form of punishment can cause trauma, anxiety, and fear. Instead of helping
individuals develop adaptive skills or coping mechanisms, it may exacerbate their distress or lead to
further behavioral issues.

Medical professionals and autism advocates emphasize treatments that build trust and promote well-
being rather than inflicting pain or fear.

Lack of Scientific Support

Research in autism treatment increasingly supports evidence-based, positive behavioral
interventions rather than aversive techniques. Studies have shown that therapies focusing on
communication, social skills, and sensory integration yield better long-term outcomes.

Shock therapy does not align with these findings, and its use is often based on outdated or disproven
behavioral models.

Autism Speaks and Its Position on Shock Therapy

Autism Speaks, as an influential organization in the autism community, has a clear stance against
harmful practices like shock therapy. Their mission revolves around improving lives through
research, education, and advocacy, emphasizing respect for individuals with autism.

While Autism Speaks funds and promotes various therapies and interventions, these focus on
scientifically supported approaches that enhance quality of life and support development without
resorting to punishment or aversive methods.

Advocacy for Positive Behavioral Supports

The organization encourages positive behavioral supports (PBS) — a framework that seeks to
understand the reasons behind challenging behaviors and addresses them through environmental
modifications, skill-building, and reinforcement of desirable behaviors.



PBS aligns with contemporary best practices in autism treatment, fostering dignity and
empowerment rather than compliance through fear.

Alternatives to Shock Therapy for Autism Treatment

Given the controversy and risks associated with shock therapy, it’s vital to explore alternative,
compassionate approaches that genuinely support individuals with autism.

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) – The Positive Approach

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is one of the most widely used and researched interventions for
autism. Unlike aversive shock therapy, ABA focuses on encouraging positive behaviors through
reinforcement rather than punishment.

Effective ABA programs are tailored to the individual's strengths and needs, promoting
communication skills, social interaction, and daily living skills in supportive ways.

Speech and Occupational Therapy

Many individuals with autism benefit significantly from speech therapy, which helps improve
communication skills, and occupational therapy, which aids in sensory processing, motor skills, and
daily functioning.

These therapies prioritize enhancing independence and self-expression without resorting to any
form of punishment.

Social Skills Training and Peer Interaction

Building social skills is often a focus in autism interventions. Programs that foster peer interaction
and teach social cues in natural settings help individuals develop meaningful relationships and
improve social confidence.

These positive environments encourage growth and reduce isolation without any aversive methods.

Family and Community Support

Empowering families and communities to understand autism creates a supportive network that
respects neurodiversity. Education about autism and strategies to accommodate different needs can
reduce behavioral challenges by addressing underlying causes such as anxiety or sensory overload.



Understanding the Role of Advocacy and Awareness

The discourse around autism speaks shock therapy highlights the importance of advocacy and
accurate information. Misinformation can lead to fear, stigma, and the support of harmful practices.

Parents and caregivers should be encouraged to seek out reputable sources, consult with qualified
professionals, and engage with autism advocacy groups that prioritize ethical and effective
treatments.

Promoting Neurodiversity and Acceptance

One of the most positive shifts in autism awareness is the embrace of neurodiversity — the idea that
neurological differences like autism are natural variations of human experience rather than deficits
to be “fixed.”

This perspective fosters acceptance, reduces the urge to use punitive measures, and encourages
tailored supports that respect each individual’s unique profile.

Steps for Families Concerned About Treatment Options

If you or a loved one is navigating autism treatment and comes across references to shock therapy
or other aversive methods, consider these steps:

Research Thoroughly: Look for evidence-based treatments and consult credible
organizations like Autism Speaks, the Autism Society, or professional bodies.

Ask Questions: Don’t hesitate to inquire about the methods used by therapists or clinics and
their ethical guidelines.

Advocate for Positive Supports: Encourage interventions that focus on strengths and build
skills without punishment.

Connect with the Community: Engage with other families and individuals with autism to
learn from shared experiences and recommendations.

Navigating autism treatment can be complex, but understanding the issues surrounding
controversial practices like shock therapy empowers families to make informed, compassionate
decisions.

---

Discussions around autism speaks shock therapy often reveal deeper conversations about respect,
ethics, and the best ways to support individuals with autism. Moving away from aversive methods



towards positive, evidence-based treatments reflects a more humane and effective approach, one
that celebrates the diversity and potential of every person on the spectrum.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Autism Speaks' position on shock therapy for autism?
Autism Speaks does not support the use of shock therapy, also known as aversive electrotherapy, as
a treatment for autism. The organization advocates for evidence-based, humane therapies that
promote positive outcomes for individuals with autism.

Has Autism Speaks ever endorsed shock therapy for autism?
No, Autism Speaks has never endorsed shock therapy. The organization focuses on promoting
research and interventions that respect the dignity and safety of individuals with autism.

What is shock therapy in the context of autism treatment?
Shock therapy, or aversive electrotherapy, involves delivering electrical shocks to individuals to
reduce unwanted behaviors. It is highly controversial and widely condemned by medical and autism
advocacy communities.

Are there any legal restrictions on shock therapy for autism in
the United States?
Yes, several states in the U.S. have banned or heavily regulated the use of aversive shock therapies
in treating autism due to ethical concerns and potential harm.

Why is shock therapy considered controversial in autism
treatment?
Shock therapy is controversial because it can cause physical and psychological harm, violates ethical
standards, and lacks scientific support for efficacy in treating autism behaviors.

Does Autism Speaks provide resources on safe and effective
autism treatments?
Yes, Autism Speaks offers extensive resources and information on evidence-based therapies, early
intervention, and supportive services that promote the well-being of individuals with autism.

How does the autism community view shock therapy?
The autism community overwhelmingly opposes shock therapy, viewing it as abusive and inhumane.
Advocates promote acceptance and positive behavioral support instead.



What alternatives to shock therapy does Autism Speaks
recommend?
Autism Speaks recommends behavioral therapies like Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), speech
therapy, occupational therapy, and other supportive interventions that are evidence-based and
respectful.

Has Autism Speaks commented on any incidents involving
shock therapy use?
Autism Speaks has condemned the use of shock therapy in autism treatment and supports regulatory
efforts to ban its use, emphasizing the importance of ethical and humane care.

Where can I find reliable information about autism treatments
endorsed by Autism Speaks?
Reliable information can be found on the official Autism Speaks website, which provides up-to-date
resources, research findings, and guidance on safe, effective autism treatments.

Additional Resources
**Autism Speaks Shock Therapy: An Investigative Review**

autism speaks shock therapy is a phrase that captures a controversial and sensitive topic within
the autism community and the wider public discourse on treatment approaches. Over the years,
Autism Speaks, a prominent autism advocacy organization, has been scrutinized for its stance on
various therapies, including the contentious use of shock therapy or aversive conditioning. This
article delves into the complex relationship between Autism Speaks and shock therapy, exploring the
historical context, ethical considerations, and the evolving narrative around behavioral interventions
for individuals on the autism spectrum.

Understanding Autism Speaks and Its Role in Autism
Advocacy

Autism Speaks was founded in 2005 and quickly became one of the most influential organizations
dedicated to autism awareness, research funding, and family support. The organization’s mission
initially centered on finding causes and treatments for autism, which attracted both praise and
criticism. Autism Speaks has been pivotal in shaping public perception and policy regarding autism
but has also faced backlash for its approach to autism as a disorder needing to be “cured” rather
than a neurodiverse condition.

The organization has supported various behavioral therapies as part of its advocacy efforts. Some of
these therapies, particularly those involving aversive techniques such as shock therapy, have
sparked intense debate. Understanding Autism Speaks' position on such therapies requires a
nuanced look at the history and ethics of shock therapy in autism treatment.



The History and Definition of Shock Therapy in Autism
Treatment

Shock therapy, in the context of autism, typically refers to aversive interventions that use electric
shocks to reduce undesirable behaviors. This approach falls under a broader category known as
aversive conditioning or punishment-based behavioral therapies. Historically, shock therapy has
been used in some institutions to modify behaviors perceived as challenging or harmful.

The use of shock therapy in autism treatment is highly controversial and has diminished significantly
due to ethical concerns and advances in positive behavioral support. Leading health organizations
and autism advocates widely condemn the practice for its potential to cause trauma and violate
human rights.

How Shock Therapy Works

Shock therapy involves delivering brief, mild electric shocks to an individual contingent on specific
behaviors. Proponents argue that such interventions can reduce aggressive or self-injurious
behaviors quickly. However, critics highlight the risks of physical pain, psychological distress, and
the violation of personal autonomy.

In contrast, modern autism therapies emphasize positive reinforcement, skill-building, and
environmental modifications that respect the dignity and individuality of autistic persons.

Autism Speaks and Shock Therapy: What Is the
Connection?

Autism Speaks has never officially endorsed shock therapy as a mainstream treatment. However, the
organization has funded research into behavioral interventions that may include aversive methods in
rare cases. This nuance often leads to misunderstandings and misinterpretations about Autism
Speaks’ stance.

The organization’s focus has largely shifted toward promoting evidence-based, humane therapies
like Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), speech therapy, and occupational therapy. ABA itself is
sometimes criticized for its potential to employ aversive techniques, but contemporary practices
strongly advocate for positive reinforcement approaches.

Controversies and Public Backlash

Several high-profile incidents involving the use of shock therapy on autistic individuals have fueled
public outrage and advocacy efforts to ban such practices. Critics have accused Autism Speaks of
indirectly supporting aversive methods by funding organizations or research that utilize them.

In response, Autism Speaks has clarified its position, emphasizing support for ethical, evidence-



based interventions and condemning abusive practices. The organization continues to promote
awareness campaigns focused on acceptance, inclusion, and support services rather than punitive
measures.

Ethical Considerations in Behavioral Therapies for
Autism

The debate around shock therapy within autism treatment raises broader ethical questions about
autonomy, consent, and the definition of acceptable behavioral interventions. Autistic self-advocates
and many professionals argue that therapies should prioritize the well-being and agency of the
individual rather than conforming behavior to societal norms.

Pros and Cons of Behavioral Interventions

Pros: Behavioral therapies can improve communication, social skills, and reduce harmful
behaviors, potentially increasing independence and quality of life.

Cons: Some methods, especially aversive techniques like shock therapy, risk causing trauma,
infringing on human rights, and reinforcing harmful stigma about autism.

The Shift Toward Neurodiversity-Affirming Approaches

The neurodiversity movement advocates for recognizing autism as a natural variation of human
neurology rather than a disorder to be cured. This philosophy influences the current trend away
from punitive therapies like shock therapy toward supports that respect autistic identity and choice.

Autism Speaks has gradually incorporated neurodiversity perspectives in its messaging, though
some critics argue the shift is incomplete or insufficient.

Legal Status and Regulation of Shock Therapy

In many regions, the use of shock therapy on autistic individuals has been banned or heavily
regulated due to ethical concerns and advocacy pressure. For example, several U.S. states prohibit
the use of aversive shock devices in educational and residential settings.

The ongoing legal scrutiny reflects broader societal condemnation of shock therapy and emphasizes
the importance of safe, humane treatment options for autistic people.



Alternatives to Shock Therapy

Given the controversies surrounding shock therapy, autism treatment has evolved toward alternative
interventions that focus on support rather than punishment:

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)

Speech and Language Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Social Skills Training

Assistive Technologies

These therapies aim to empower autistic individuals by enhancing communication, sensory
integration, and social interaction skills without causing harm or distress.

Looking Ahead: Autism Speaks and the Future of
Autism Treatment

As public awareness and advocacy continue to evolve, Autism Speaks faces the challenge of
balancing its research funding and public messaging to align with ethical standards and community
expectations. The organization’s approach to controversial therapies like shock therapy remains a
litmus test for its commitment to autistic individuals’ rights and well-being.

In recent years, Autism Speaks has increased funding for research into autism’s causes, early
diagnosis, and support services, while community voices call for even greater emphasis on
acceptance and neurodiversity. The conversation around treatment methods, especially those as
contentious as shock therapy, underscores the necessity for ongoing dialogue and transparency.

Ultimately, the intersection of Autism Speaks and shock therapy exemplifies the broader tensions in
autism advocacy: balancing the desire to reduce suffering with respect for individuality, dignity, and
human rights. As the field progresses, the collective goal remains clear—ensuring that all autistic
individuals receive compassionate, effective, and ethical care tailored to their unique needs.
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  autism speaks shock therapy: The Soul of Autism William Stillman, 2008-12-18 Discover the
Spiritual Grace of People With Autism. More children will be diagnosed with autism this year than
with AIDS, diabetes, and cancer ... combined. In Autism and the God Connection, William Still man
presented extraordinary accounts of spiritual giftedness in autistic children and adults, persons
often deemed intellectually inferior....
  autism speaks shock therapy: The Soul of Autism (EasyRead Super Large 20pt Edition) ,
  autism speaks shock therapy: Parenting Girls on the Autism Spectrum Eileen Riley-Hall,
2012-04-15 Each chapter in this book explores a topic of concern for parents of children on the
autism spectrum, offering support on issues such as school, friendships, meltdowns, special gifts,
therapies and interventions. This book is full of advice and insight on the unique and rewarding
challenges presented when you have a daughter on the autism spectrum.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Bioinformational Philosophy and Postdigital Knowledge
Ecologies Michael A. Peters, Petar Jandrić, Sarah Hayes, 2022-04-22 The book presents a
cross-disciplinary overview of critical issues at the intersections of biology, information, and society.
Based on theories of bioinformationalism, viral modernity, the postdigital condition, and others, this
book explores two inter-related questions: Which new knowledge ecologies are emerging? Which
philosophies and research approaches do they require? The book argues that the 20th century focus
on machinery needs to be replaced, at least partially, by a focus on a better understanding of living
systems and their interactions with technology at all scales – from viruses, through to human beings,
to the Earth’s ecosystem. This change of direction cannot be made by a simple relocation of focus
and/or funding from one discipline to another. In our age of the Anthropocene, (human and
planetary) biology cannot be thought of without (digital) technology and society. Today’s curious
bioinformational mix of blurred and messy relationships between physics and biology, old and new
media, humanism and posthumanism, knowledge capitalism and bio-informational capitalism defines
the postdigital condition and creates new knowledge ecologies. The book presents scholarly
research defining new knowledge ecologies built upon emerging forms of scientific communication,
big data deluge, and opacity of algorithmic operations. Many of these developments can be
approached using the concept of viral modernity, which applies to viral technologies, codes and
ecosystems in information, publishing, education, and emerging knowledge (journal) systems. It is
within these overlapping theories and contexts, that this book explores new bioinformational
philosophies and postdigital knowledge ecologies.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Authoring Autism M. Remi Yergeau, 2018-01-05 In Authoring
Autism M. Remi Yergeau defines neurodivergence as an identity—neuroqueerness—rather than an
impairment. Using a queer theory framework, Yergeau notes the stereotypes that deny autistic
people their humanity and the chance to define themselves while also challenging cognitive studies
scholarship and its reification of the neurological passivity of autistics. They also critique early
intensive behavioral interventions—which have much in common with gay conversion therapy—and
questions the ableist privileging of intentionality and diplomacy in rhetorical traditions. Using
storying as their method, they present an alternative view of autistic rhetoricity by foregrounding
the cunning rhetorical abilities of autistics and by framing autism as a narrative condition wherein
autistics are the best-equipped people to define their experience. Contending that autism represents
a queer way of being that simultaneously embraces and rejects the rhetorical, Yergeau shows how
autistic people queer the lines of rhetoric, humanity, and agency. In so doing, they demonstrate how
an autistic rhetoric requires the reconceptualization of rhetoric’s very essence.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism 2010-2011 Ken Siri, Tony
Lyons, 2010-04-01 For parents of children with autism, research is a full-time job. For parents with
limited time, ability, or resources to do this, Ken Siri and Tony Lyons have compiled the latest in
autism theory, research, and treatment. Cutting-Edge Therapies for Autism contains contributions
from more than eighty experts on a variety of therapies, models, and multifaceted evaluation and
treatment centers. Each contributor gives the reader a basic description of the topic, including its



scientific rationale, development, risks, and benefits. Siri and Lyons include the therapies of the
future, focusing on current clinical trials, ongoing research, and the researchers striving to better
understand autism and find new treatments.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Contemporary Philosophy of Autism Jami L. Anderson,
Simon Cushing, 2025-08-25 This volume explores interesting and emerging philosophical questions
related to autism. It sheds light on the ways in which cultural attitudes about autism have changed
in the decade since the editors published their first volume on the philosophy of autism. So much
about autism has changed in the last decade. Cultural attitudes about autism are far more nuanced.
Self-identification as autistic has exploded, as have discussions of the political and social
implications for being an out autistic person. This volume approaches a wide range of issues that
autism raises in social and political theory, ethics, philosophy of social science, epistemology,
metaphysics, and law. The issues addressed include moral responsibility, autism and gender,
knowledge acquisition, the double empathy problem, social cognition, vulnerability in interpersonal
communication, masking, the neurodiversity movement and destigmatization, and the effectiveness
of ABA therapy. Each of the contributors, many of whom self-identify as autistic, has a personal
connection with autism. Contemporary Philosophy of Autism will appeal to researchers and graduate
students working in philosophy of mind, philosophy of cognitive science, epistemology, philosophy of
medicine, and disability studies. It will appeal to those working in other academic fields such as
developmental psychology, neuropsychology, cognitive psychology, and education.
  autism speaks shock therapy: The Prodigy's Cousin Joanne Ruthsatz, Kimberly Stephens,
2016-11-03 '[AN] IMPORTANT BOOK' TEMPLE GRANDIN Over the course of her career,
psychologist Joanne Ruthsatz has assembled the largest-ever research sample of child prodigies.
Their accomplishments are epic. One could reproduce radio tunes by ear on a toy guitar at two years
old. Another was a thirteen-year-old cooking sensation. And what Ruthsatz’s investigation revealed
is nothing short of astonishing. Though the prodigies aren’t autistic, many have autistic family
members. Each prodigy has an extraordinary memory and a keen eye for detail—well-known but
often-overlooked strengths associated with autism. Ruthsatz proposes a startling possibility: might
the abilities of child prodigies stem from a genetic link with autism? And could prodigies - children
who have many of the strengths of autism but few of the challenges - be the key to a long-awaited
autism breakthrough? This inspiring book about extraordinary children, indomitable parents and a
researcher's unorthodox hunch is essential reading for anyone interested in the brain and human
potential.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Lobotomy Nation Jesper Vaczy Kragh, 2021-10-09 This book
tells the story of one of medicine’s most (in)famous treatments: the neurosurgical operation
commonly known as lobotomy. Invented by Portuguese neurologist Egas Moniz in 1935, lobotomy or
psychosurgery became widely used in a number of countries, including Denmark, where the
treatment had a major breakthrough. In fact, evidence suggests that more lobotomies were
performed in Denmark than any other country. However, the reason behind this unofficial world
record has not yet been fully understood. Lobotomy Nation traces the history of psychosurgery and
its ties to other psychiatric treatments such as malaria fever therapy, Cardiazol shock and insulin
coma therapy, but it also situates lobotomy within a broader context. The book argues that the rise
and fall of lobotomy is not just a story about psychiatry, it is also about society, culture and
interventions towards vulnerable groups in the 20th century.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Interdisciplinary Handbook of Trauma and Culture Yochai
Ataria, David Gurevitz, Haviva Pedaya, Yuval Neria, 2016-09-15 This lofty volume analyzes a circular
cultural relationship: not only how trauma is reflected in cultural processes and products, but also
how trauma itself acts as a critical shaper of literature, the visual and performing arts, architecture,
and religion and mythmaking. The political power of trauma is seen through US, Israeli, and
Japanese art forms as they reflect varied roles of perpetrator, victim, and witness. Traumatic
complexities are traced from spirituality to movement, philosophy to trauma theory. And essays on
authors such as Kafka, Plath, and Cormac McCarthy examine how narrative can blur the boundaries



of personal and collective experience. Among the topics covered: Television: a traumatic culture.
From Hiroshima to Fukushima: comics and animation as subversive agents of memory in Japan. The
death of the witness in the era of testimony: Primo Levi and Georges Perec. Sigmund Freud’s Moses
and Monotheism and the possibility of writing a traumatic history of religion. Placing collective
trauma within its social context: the case of the 9/11 attacks. Killing the killer: rampage and gun
rights as a syndrome. This volume appeals to multiple readerships including researchers and
clinicians, sociologists, anthropologists, historians, and media researchers.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Understanding Autism Chloe Silverman, 2012 How the love
and labor of parents have changed our understanding of autism Autism has attracted a great deal of
attention in recent years, thanks to dramatically increasing rates of diagnosis, extensive
organizational mobilization, journalistic coverage, biomedical research, and clinical innovation.
Understanding Autism, a social history of the expanding diagnostic category of this contested illness,
takes a close look at the role of emotion—specifically, of parental love—in the intense and passionate
work of biomedical communities investigating autism. Chloe Silverman tracks developments in
autism theory and practice over the past half-century and shows how an understanding of autism
has been constituted and stabilized through vital efforts of schools, gene banks, professional
associations, government committees, parent networks, and treatment conferences. She examines
the love and labor of parents, who play a role in developing—in conjunction with medical
experts—new forms of treatment and therapy for their children. While biomedical knowledge is
dispersed through an emotionally neutral, technical language that separates experts from laypeople,
parental advocacy and activism call these distinctions into question. Silverman reveals how parental
care has been a constant driver in the volatile field of autism research and treatment, and has served
as an inspiration for scientific change. Recognizing the importance of parental knowledge and
observations in treating autism, this book reveals that effective responses to the disorder
demonstrate the mutual interdependence of love and science.
  autism speaks shock therapy: The metamorphosis of autism Bonnie Evans, 2017-03-28
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access
license. This book is available as an open access ebook under a CC-BY-NC-ND licence. What is
autism and where has it come from? Increased diagnostic rates, the rise of the 'neurodiversity'
movement, and growing autism journalism, have recently fuelled autism's fame and controversy. The
metamorphosis of autism is the first book to explain our current fascination with autism by linking it
to a longer history of childhood development. Drawing from a staggering array of primary sources,
Bonnie Evans traces autism back to its origins in the early twentieth century and explains why the
idea of autism has always been controversial and why it experienced a 'metamorphosis' in the 1960s
and 1970s. Evans takes the reader on a journey of discovery from the ill-managed wards of 'mental
deficiency' hospitals, to high-powered debates in the houses of parliament, and beyond. The book
will appeal to a wide market of scholars and others interested in autism.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Annual Institutional Profile University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey, 2009
  autism speaks shock therapy: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2008 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  autism speaks shock therapy: Autism Mitzi Waltz, 2023-07-08 This expanded second edition
of Mitzi Waltz’s Autism: A Social and Medical History offers an in-depth examination of how the
condition was perceived before it became a separate area of investigation, and how autism has been
conceptualised and treated since. As well as strengthening the existing text, Waltz has added
material on a number of topics that have received increased attention since the first edition,
including the rise of the anti-vaccination movement, the shift towards genetic and genomic research,



and the progress of the autism self-advocacy movement. The author examines these issues through
the perspective of what they mean for autistic people, clinicians and society, and looks at the
challenges still faced by autistic people. Waltz also looks at the increased autism diagnosis among
girls and women, and how autism has been represented in traditional media and social media. The
book includes information from interviews with key researchers, parents of autistic children and
people with autism.
  autism speaks shock therapy: If the Organs Could Speak Olaf Koob, 2018-05-29 At a time
of increasing volatility in healthcare provision, we are all having to become more responsible for our
own well-being. This book – an imaginative, practical and accessible guide to our inner organs – is
written for anyone who wants to improve their health and develop resiliency against illness.
Although trained as a medical doctor, Olaf Koob has the vision and experience of a holistic physician.
He has surveyed diverse medical systems – orthodox medicine, naturopathy, homeopathy, Chinese,
ayurvedic and anthroposophic medicine – and found their common substance. Using this knowledge,
he relates the essence of each human organ: its position, colour, form, embryonic development,
function and characteristic attributes. Thus, the organs begin to tell their own stories, revealing
their ‘biography’, physiognomy and the illnesses they are prone to.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Wasted Talent Krishna Narayanan, 2003 This book is about
autism- survival, challenge, and hope.
  autism speaks shock therapy: The Autism Spectrum Mark Reber, 2012-10-11 Written for
the wide range of physicians and professionals who treat children and adults with autism spectrum
disorders (ASDs), this book reviews the scientific research on the nature and causes of autism,
outlines best treatment practices with children and describes a comprehensive assessment and
treatment approach for adults. Topics covered include: • Classification, epidemiology and diagnosis
• Neurodevelopmental abnormalities • Recommendations for early screening and evaluating at-risk
children • Early interventions based on applied behavioral analysis • The critical role of special
education, speech-language therapy, occupational therapy and assistive technology in treating
children • Pharmacotherapy • Complementary and alternative treatments • Development of
individualized and person-centered treatments for adults The Autism Spectrum is an invaluable
resource for all those working with ASDs including pediatricians, psychiatrists, behavioral
psychologists, special educators, nurses and therapists.
  autism speaks shock therapy: Cumulated Index Medicus , 1972
  autism speaks shock therapy: The Neuroscience of Autism Spectrum Disorders Joseph D.
Buxbaum, Patrick R. Hof, 2012-10-25 Autism is no longer considered a rare disease, and the Center
for Disease Control now estimates that upwards of 730,000 children in the US struggle with this
isolating brain disorder. New research is leading to greater understanding of and ability to treat the
disorder at an earlier age. It is hoped that further genetic and imaging studies will lead to
biologically based diagnostic techniques that could help speed detection and allow early, more
effective intervention. Edited by two leaders in the field, this volume offers a current survey and
synthesis of the most important findings of the neuroscience behind autism of the past 20 years.
With chapters authored by experts in each topic, the volume explores etiology, neuropathology,
imaging, and pathways/models. Offering a broad background of ASDs with a unique focus on
neurobiology, the volume offers more than the others on the market with a strictly clinical focus or a
single authored perspective that fails to offer expert, comprehensive coverage. Researchers and
graduate students alike with an interest in developmental disorders and autism will benefit, as will
autism specialists across psychology and medicine looking to expand their expertise. Uniquely
explores ASDs from a neurobiological angle, looking to uncover the molecular/cellular basis rather
than to merely catalog the commonly used behavioral interventions Comprehensive coverage
synthesizes widely dispersed research, serving as one-stop shopping for neurodevelopmental
disorder researchers and autism specialists Edited work with chapters authored by leaders in the
field around the globe - the broadest, most expert coverage available
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