
the meursault investigation
The Meursault Investigation: A Deep Dive into a Literary Reimagining

the meursault investigation is an intriguing novel that has captivated readers with its unique
perspective and profound philosophical inquiry. Written by Kamel Daoud, this work serves as a
compelling response to Albert Camus’s classic, "The Stranger," by retelling the story from a fresh
viewpoint. For those interested in postcolonial literature, existential themes, and narrative
reinvention, The Meursault Investigation offers a rich tapestry of ideas to explore.

Understanding The Meursault Investigation

At its core, The Meursault Investigation is a retelling of Camus’s famous novel, but with a twist.
Instead of focusing on Meursault, the detached French Algerian protagonist, Daoud shifts the
narrative to Harun, the brother of the unnamed Arab man whom Meursault kills. This reorientation
provides a voice to the previously silenced character and offers a critique of colonialism, identity,
and justice.

The Context Behind the Novel

Set in postcolonial Algeria, The Meursault Investigation addresses the lingering effects of French
colonialism and the subsequent struggles of Algerian society. While Camus’s original work was
published in 1942, during Algeria’s colonial period, Daoud’s novel emerges decades later, reflecting
on the aftermath and the complexities of memory and history.

The novel raises questions about whose stories are told and whose are ignored. Harun’s narration
challenges readers to reconsider the dominant narratives imposed by colonial powers and to
recognize the humanity behind the nameless victim in Camus’s work.

Key Themes Explored in The Meursault Investigation

Kamel Daoud’s novel is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels, from personal grief to
national identity. Understanding these themes enhances the reading experience and deepens
appreciation for the novel’s literary significance.

Voice and Identity

One of the most powerful aspects of The Meursault Investigation is its emphasis on giving a voice to
the voiceless. The Arab brother, previously anonymous and marginalized, becomes a fully realized
character with emotions, opinions, and a distinct identity. This reclamation of identity challenges the
historical erasure often experienced by colonized peoples.



Colonialism and Its Aftermath

The shadow of French colonialism looms large throughout the novel. Daoud critiques the lingering
colonial mindset, exploring how it continues to affect Algerian society even after independence. The
narrative delves into themes of injustice, racial tension, and the struggle for self-definition in a
postcolonial world.

Existentialism Revisited

Given that The Meursault Investigation dialogues with Camus’s existential masterpiece, it naturally
revisits existential questions about meaning, absurdity, and mortality. However, Daoud infuses these
themes with new urgency by situating them within the realities of colonial oppression, thus
expanding the philosophical conversation.

The Narrative Style and Structure

The Meursault Investigation employs a first-person narrative that feels intimate and reflective.
Harun’s voice is both personal and political, blending memoir-like recollections with broader social
commentary. This style makes the novel accessible while inviting readers to engage deeply with its
themes.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Daoud uses symbolism masterfully to enrich the text. For example, the sea represents both freedom
and entrapment, reflecting Harun’s complex relationship with his past and his country. The act of
naming—the transition from the unnamed Arab brother to Harun—is itself symbolic, representing
the reclamation of identity and history.

Additionally, the intertextual engagement with Camus’s original novel adds layers of meaning,
encouraging readers familiar with "The Stranger" to reconsider their interpretations.

Why The Meursault Investigation Matters Today

In today’s global literary landscape, The Meursault Investigation stands out as an important work
that challenges readers to confront difficult questions about history, justice, and narrative authority.
It also exemplifies how literature can serve as a tool for postcolonial critique and cultural dialogue.

Impact on Postcolonial Literature

Daoud’s novel is part of a growing movement of postcolonial writers who revisit canonical Western



texts to offer alternative perspectives. By doing so, they not only critique colonial legacies but also
enrich global literature with diverse voices and experiences.

Relevance to Contemporary Social Issues

Beyond its literary merits, The Meursault Investigation resonates with current discussions about
racial injustice, historical memory, and the politics of representation. Readers find that the novel
speaks to ongoing struggles for recognition and equality in societies around the world.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Meursault
Investigation

For those new to The Meursault Investigation, here are some suggestions to enhance your reading
experience:

Familiarize Yourself with "The Stranger": While not mandatory, having knowledge of
Camus’s original novel can deepen your understanding of Daoud’s reinterpretation.

Reflect on the Historical Context: Learning about Algeria’s colonial history and
independence movement provides valuable background for the novel’s themes.

Pay Attention to Names and Language: The significance of naming and the use of Arabic
and French terms enrich the narrative’s cultural texture.

Engage with the Philosophical Questions: Consider how the novel challenges or
complements existential ideas introduced by Camus, especially regarding absurdity and
justice.

Exploring Further: Related Works and Adaptations

The Meursault Investigation has inspired critical discussions and adaptations that expand its reach.
Scholars analyze its postcolonial critique, while some theater productions have brought the story to
life on stage, highlighting its emotional depth and social relevance.

For readers interested in similar themes, exploring works by other North African authors or
postcolonial writers can provide additional perspectives on identity, history, and resistance.

The Meursault Investigation is more than just a literary response; it is a dynamic conversation
across time and cultures. It invites readers not only to revisit a classic but to rethink the stories that
shape our understanding of justice and humanity. Through Harun’s voice, Kamel Daoud opens a
window into the complexities of memory and identity, making the novel a compelling and essential



read for anyone interested in the intersections of literature, history, and philosophy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Meursault Investigation' about?
'The Meursault Investigation' is a novel by Kamel Daoud that reimagines Albert Camus' 'The
Stranger' from the perspective of the brother of the unnamed Arab man killed by Meursault. It
explores themes of colonialism, identity, and justice.

Who is the author of 'The Meursault Investigation'?
The author of 'The Meursault Investigation' is Kamel Daoud, an Algerian writer and journalist.

How does 'The Meursault Investigation' relate to Albert
Camus' 'The Stranger'?
Daoud's novel serves as a response and counter-narrative to Camus' 'The Stranger,' giving a voice
and backstory to the Arab victim, who is unnamed in the original novel, thereby challenging the
colonial perspective.

What themes are explored in 'The Meursault Investigation'?
The novel explores themes such as colonialism, post-colonial identity, the legacy of French Algeria,
existentialism, and the search for justice and recognition.

Has 'The Meursault Investigation' received any notable awards
or recognition?
Yes, 'The Meursault Investigation' won the Prix Goncourt du Premier Roman (Goncourt Prize for a
First Novel) in 2014 and has been widely acclaimed for its unique perspective and powerful
narrative.

Additional Resources
The Meursault Investigation: A Contemporary Re-examination of Camus' Classic

the meursault investigation serves as a provocative literary exploration that revisits Albert
Camus’ seminal work, "The Stranger," through a fresh and critical lens. Authored by Kamel Daoud,
this novel shifts the narrative perspective by giving voice to the unnamed Arab victim’s brother,
thereby challenging and expanding the original story’s existential themes. Since its publication, The
Meursault Investigation has sparked considerable discussion across literary circles, postcolonial
studies, and philosophical debates, making it an essential read for those interested in
reinterpretations of classic texts.



Contextualizing The Meursault Investigation

The Meursault Investigation is a postcolonial response to Camus’ "The Stranger," which was
originally published in 1942. While the latter tells the story of Meursault, a detached and indifferent
French Algerian who commits a seemingly senseless murder, Daoud’s work reclaims the silenced
narrative of the victim and his family. This repositioning is significant because it addresses the
colonial context that Camus’ novel largely glossed over.

Kamel Daoud’s narrative unfolds through the voice of Harun, the victim’s brother, who names the
previously unnamed Arab character as Musa. This act of naming is a powerful reclamation of
identity and agency, highlighting themes of erasure and the lingering effects of colonial violence.
The Meursault Investigation thereby becomes not just a literary sequel but a critical commentary on
historical amnesia and the politics of storytelling.

Reinterpreting Existentialism and Colonialism

One of the most compelling features of The Meursault Investigation is its nuanced engagement with
existential philosophy. Camus’ original work is famously associated with absurdism and the
indifference of the universe. However, Daoud interrogates this philosophy, particularly its
applicability—or lack thereof—in a colonial context.

In Camus’ narrative, Meursault’s existential detachment alienates readers from the consequences of
his actions, especially regarding the Arab victim, who remains nameless and voiceless. Daoud’s
novel challenges this by foregrounding the moral and political dimensions of the crime. The
Meursault Investigation critiques the original’s existential nihilism by insisting on memory,
accountability, and the human cost of colonialism.

This engagement makes the novel a significant contribution to postcolonial literature, as it exposes
the ways in which Western philosophical ideas can sometimes obscure or marginalize non-Western
experiences. The Meursault Investigation thus acts as both a homage and a critique, broadening the
discourse around identity, justice, and historical narrative.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Kamel Daoud’s writing style in The Meursault Investigation is marked by lyrical prose combined
with a sharp, incisive voice. Unlike Camus’ detached and minimalist narrative, Daoud employs a
more emotive and personal tone, which effectively conveys the pain and anger of Harun. This
stylistic choice enhances the novel’s thematic concerns, particularly the need for recognition and
restitution.

The narrative is structured as a first-person account, creating an intimate connection with Harun
and allowing readers to experience the lingering trauma of colonial violence. This perspective
contrasts starkly with Camus’ third-person, often clinical narration. By employing a confessional and
reflective style, The Meursault Investigation invites readers to reconsider the original story’s
implications from a marginalized viewpoint.



Moreover, Daoud’s novel incorporates elements of Algerian culture and history, enriching the text’s
authenticity and grounding it in a specific socio-political context. This inclusion not only deepens the
reader’s understanding of the postcolonial condition but also underscores the significance of
reclaiming silenced histories.

The Impact of Naming and Identity

A central motif in The Meursault Investigation is the act of naming. In "The Stranger," the Arab
victim is reduced to an anonymous figure, symbolizing the erasure of colonized individuals. Daoud
reverses this by naming the victim Musa, thereby restoring his humanity and individual significance.

This gesture has profound implications. It challenges the dehumanizing effects of colonial narratives
and insists on the importance of personal and cultural identity. Naming becomes a form of
resistance against historical neglect and a means of confronting the unresolved tensions between
colonizer and colonized.

Furthermore, Harun’s reflections on his own identity and that of his countrymen illuminate the
complexities of postcolonial Algerian society. The Meursault Investigation thus serves as a
meditation on how names, memory, and history intersect to shape collective consciousness.

Reception and Critical Perspectives

Since its release, The Meursault Investigation has garnered critical acclaim and sparked debate
among scholars, critics, and readers. Many appreciate the novel as a bold and necessary counter-
narrative that enriches the understanding of Camus’ original text. It has been praised for its
innovative approach to storytelling and its incisive exploration of postcolonial themes.

However, some critiques focus on the novel’s heavy reliance on Camus’ framework, questioning
whether it fully escapes the shadow of "The Stranger." Others debate the extent to which Daoud’s
reinterpretation offers new philosophical insights or primarily serves as a political statement.

In terms of literary awards and recognition, The Meursault Investigation has received several
accolades, including the prestigious Prix François-Mauriac, signaling its importance in contemporary
Francophone literature. Its translation into multiple languages has further expanded its global reach
and influence.

Comparisons with Other Postcolonial Works

The Meursault Investigation can be situated alongside other postcolonial literary works that engage
with canonical Western texts. Like Jean Rhys’ "Wide Sargasso Sea," which reimagines the story of
"Jane Eyre" from a marginalized perspective, Daoud’s novel asserts the necessity of alternative
narratives in understanding literature and history.

Additionally, The Meursault Investigation shares thematic concerns with works by authors such as
Chinua Achebe and Ngugi wa Thiong’o, who emphasize the importance of reclaiming African voices



and histories suppressed by colonialism. This positions the novel within a broader literary movement
aimed at decolonizing literature and challenging dominant cultural narratives.

Why The Meursault Investigation Matters Today

In an era marked by ongoing debates about colonial legacies, identity politics, and historical justice,
The Meursault Investigation remains highly relevant. Its interrogation of power dynamics and
memory resonates with contemporary discussions on how history is told and who gets to tell it.

The novel encourages readers to critically examine canonical works and to question the silences and
omissions within them. It also highlights the role of literature as a medium for social and political
reflection, bridging past and present struggles.

For readers and scholars alike, The Meursault Investigation offers a compelling case study in the
power of narrative revision and the enduring impact of colonial histories on modern identities.

In this light, Kamel Daoud’s work not only complements but also complicates Camus’ legacy,
ensuring that the conversation around "The Stranger" continues to evolve in meaningful and
necessary ways.

The Meursault Investigation
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anger with men desperate for a god, and on his disarray when faced with a country that has so
disappointed him. A stranger among his own people, he wants to be granted, finally, the right to die.
The Stranger is of course central to Daoud’s story, in which he both endorses and criticizes one of
the most famous novels in the world. A worthy complement to its great predecessor, The Meursault
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M. A., Ray Moore M a, 2015-09-26 Gain more insight into Kamel Daoud's 2015 bestseller which
offers an alternative viewpoint on the murder of an anonymous Arab by Meursault in Albert Camus'
classic novel The Stranger. An original Introduction considers the philosophical and political
background, the themes, genre and the setting of the text. For each chapter there are Study
Questions which aim to stimulate thought and discussion and a detailed Commentary to keep you
the reader on-track.
  the meursault investigation: The Meursault Investigation by Kamel Daoud (Book Analysis)
Bright Summaries, 2015-12-07 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Meursault Investigation
with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis
of The Meursault Investigation by Kamel Daoud, which is a sort of epilogue to Camus’ novel The
Stranger. It raises interesting questions about the Algerian identity and the French occupation, as it
focuses on the family of ‘the Arab’ killed by Meursault, and their attempts to uncover the truth
behind this murder. The book has been listed by Publishers Weekly as one of the 150 best novels of
the year and has been awarded the Prix Goncourt for first novels, one of the most coveted French
prizes for literature. Daoud is is an Algerian writer and, while The Meursault Investigation is his only
novel, he is known for his popular newspaper column. This debut novel is an interesting take on a
classic piece of literature, and is a must-read for anybody who enjoyed The Stranger. Find out
everything you need to know about The Stranger in a fraction of the time! This easy-to-follow
reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols
• Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  the meursault investigation: Meursault Investigation ,
  the meursault investigation: The Meursault Investigation Kamel Daoud, 2015-06-02 A New
York Times Notable Book of 2015 “A tour-de-force reimagining of Camus’s The Stranger, from the
point of view of the mute Arab victims.” —The New Yorker He was the brother of “the Arab” killed
by the infamous Meursault, the antihero of Camus’s classic novel. Seventy years after that event,
Harun, who has lived since childhood in the shadow of his sibling’s memory, refuses to let him
remain anonymous: he gives his brother a story and a name—Musa—and describes the events that
led to Musa’s casual murder on a dazzlingly sunny beach. In a bar in Oran, night after night, he
ruminates on his solitude, on his broken heart, on his anger with men desperate for a god, and on his
disarray when faced with a country that has so disappointed him. A stranger among his own people,
he wants to be granted, finally, the right to die. The Stranger is of course central to Daoud’s story, in
which he both endorses and criticizes one of the most famous novels in the world. A worthy
complement to its great predecessor, The Meursault Investigation is not only a profound meditation
on Arab identity and the disastrous effects of colonialism in Algeria, but also a stunning work of
literature in its own right, told in a unique and affecting voice.
  the meursault investigation: The Meursault Investigation Kamal Daoud, 2017-11-09 He was
the brother of the Arab killed by the infamous Meursault, the antihero of Camus's classic novel.
Seventy years after that event, Harun, who has lived since childhood in the shadow of his sibling's
memory, refuses to let him remain anonymous: he gives his brother a story and a name--Musa--and
describes the events that led to Musa's casual murder on a dazzlingly sunny beach. In a bar in Oran,
night after night, he ruminates on his solitude, on his broken heart, on his anger with men desperate
for a god, and on his disarray when faced with a country that has so disappointed him. A stranger
among his own people, he wants to be granted, finally, the right to die. The Stranger is of course
central to Daoud's story, in which he both endorses and criticizes one of the most famous novels in
the world. A worthy complement to its great predecessor, The Meursault Investigation is not only a
profound meditation on Arab identity and the disastrous effects of colonialism in Algeria, but also a
stunning work of literature in its own right, told in a unique and affecting voice.



  the meursault investigation: 'The Stranger' and 'The Meursault Investigation' as
examples of African Novels Inbisat Shuja, 2016-12-21 Essay from the year 2016 in the subject
Literature - Africa, grade: A, , course: Introduction to African Literature, language: English, abstract:
Albert Camus' novel 'The Stranger' is a colonial text in which the writer willingly ignores the Arab,
the second most important character of the novel. The present research endeavors to prove that 'The
Stranger' by Camus and its counter narrative 'The Meursault Investigation' by Kamel Daoud are
examples of African novels. The following research therefore endeavors to analyse 'The Stranger' by
Albert Camus and 'The Meursault Investigation' by Daoud as examples of African novels, from a
postcolonial perspective. In order to do so, the native Arab portrayed in both the novels will be
analysed. First, the voiceless Arab of 'The Stranger' will be analyzed, followed by an investigation
into and analysis of the portrayal of the Arab in 'The Meursault Investigation'.
  the meursault investigation: The Meursault Investigation by Kamel Daoud (Book Analysis)
Bright Summaries, 2015-12-07 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Meursault Investigation
with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis
of The Meursault Investigation by Kamel Daoud, which is a sort of epilogue to Camus’ novel The
Stranger. It raises interesting questions about the Algerian identity and the French occupation, as it
focuses on the family of ‘the Arab’ killed by Meursault, and their attempts to uncover the truth
behind this murder. The book has been listed by Publishers Weekly as one of the 150 best novels of
the year and has been awarded the Prix Goncourt for first novels, one of the most coveted French
prizes for literature. Daoud is is an Algerian writer and, while The Meursault Investigation is his only
novel, he is known for his popular newspaper column. This debut novel is an interesting take on a
classic piece of literature, and is a must-read for anybody who enjoyed The Stranger. Find out
everything you need to know about The Stranger in a fraction of the time! This easy-to-follow
reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols
• Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  the meursault investigation: Writing the Black Decade Joseph Ford, 2021-01-28 Writing
the Black Decade: Conflict and Criticism in Francophone Algerian Literature examines how
literature—and the way we read, classify, and critique literature—impacts our understanding of the
world at a time of conflict. Using the bitterly-contested Algerian Civil War as a case study, Joseph
Ford argues that, while literature is frequently understood as an illuminating and emancipatory tool,
it can, in fact, restrain our understanding of the world during a time of crisis and further entrench
the polarized discourses that lead to conflict in the first place. Ford demonstrates how Francophone
Algerian literature, along with the cultural and academic criticism that has surrounded it, has
mobilized visions of Algeria over the past thirty years that often belie the complex and multi-layered
realities of power, resistance, and conflict in the region. Scholars of literature, history, Francophone
studies, and international relations will find this book particularly useful.
  the meursault investigation: Camus' Literary Ethics Grace Whistler, 2020-01-25 This book
seeks to establish the relevance of Albert Camus’ philosophy and literature to contemporary ethics.
By examining Camus’ innovative methods of approaching moral problems, Whistler demonstrates
that Camus’ work has much to offer the world of ethics— Camus does philosophy differently, and the
insights his methodologies offer could prove invaluable in both ethical theory and practice. Camus
sees lived experience and emotion as ineliminable in ethics, and thus he chooses literary methods of
communicating moral problems in an attempt to draw positively on these aspects of human morality.
Using case studies of Camus’ specific literary methods, including dialogue, myth, mime and syntax,
Whistler pinpoints the efficacy of each of Camus’ attempts to flesh-out moral problems, and thus
shows just how much contemporary ethics could benefit from such a diversification in method.
  the meursault investigation: Looking for The Stranger Alice Kaplan, 2016-09-09 A New



York Times Notable Book. A literary exploration that is “surely destined to become the quintessential
companion to Camus’s most enduring novel” (PopMatters). The Stranger is a rite of passage for
readers around the world. Since its publication in France in 1942, Camus’s novel has been
translated into sixty languages and sold more than six million copies. It’s the rare novel that’s as
likely to be found in a teen’s backpack as in a graduate philosophy seminar. If the twentieth century
produced a novel that could be called ubiquitous, The Stranger is it. How did a young man in his
twenties who had never written a novel turn out a masterpiece that still grips readers more than
seventy years later? With Looking for The Stranger, Alice Kaplan tells that story. In the process, she
reveals Camus’ achievement to have been even more impressive—and more unlikely—than even his
most devoted readers knew. “To this new project, Kaplan brings equally honed skills as a historian,
literary critic, and biographer . . . Reading The Stranger is a bracing but somewhat bloodless
experience. Ms. Kaplan has hung warm flesh on its steely bones.” —The New York Times “For
American readers, few French novels are better known, and few scholars are better qualified than
Kaplan to reintroduce us to it . . . Kaplan tells this story with great verve and insight, all the while
preserving the mystery of its creation and elusiveness of its meaning.” —Los Angeles Review of
Books “The fascinating story behind Albert Camus’ coldblooded masterpiece . . . A compelling
companion to a novel that has stayed strange.” —Kirkus Reviews
  the meursault investigation: Postcolonialism After World Literature Lorna Burns, 2019-05-16
Postcolonial studies took shape in response to the nationalist and decolonization movements of the
twentieth century. Today, a resurgent interest in world literature reflects an increased awareness of
globalization. These twin projects are torn between a criticism that finds in the text the trace of
capitalist modernity and one that accounts for the revolutionary potential of literature to challenge
our global present. Postcolonialism After World Literature exposes what is at stake in this critical
choice through a line of philosophical enquiry – Bruno Latour, Gilles Deleuze, and Jacques Rancière
– that poses an alternative to the materialist strand of world literary criticism pioneered by Pascale
Casanova and Franco Moretti. Engaging with these theorists and others, Lorna Burns contests
world-systems theory as the basis for thinking about contemporary postcolonial and world
literatures, and proposes a renewed framework that promotes literature's capacity to provoke
dissent; to imagine new forms of belonging and relation for both national and world citizens; and to
stage the shared equality of all. Moving between theory and the novels of Roberto Bolaño, J. M.
Coetzee, Kamel Daoud, Dany Laferrière, Pauline Melville, Arundhati Roy and Kamila Shamsie,
Postcolonialism After World Literature presents the case for rethinking world literature in light of
the legacies of postcolonialism, and for reshaping postcolonial studies in an era of world literature.
Lorna Burns is Lecturer in Postcolonial Literatures at the University of St Andrews, UK. She is the
author of Contemporary Caribbean Writing and Deleuze (Bloomsbury, 2012).
  the meursault investigation: The Handbook of Media and Culture in the Middle East Joe F.
Khalil, Gholam Khiabany, Tourya Guaaybess, Bilge Yesil, 2023-06-08 The Handbook of Media and
Culture in the Middle East The Handbook of Media and Culture in the Middle East is an invaluable
resource for anyone seeking to understand the profound and complex changes shaping the 21st
century. With trans-regional contributions from established and emerging scholars, this
ground-breaking volume offers conceptual essays and in-depth chapters that present rich analyses
grounded in historical and geopolitical contexts, as well as key theory and empirical research.
Rather than viewing the Middle East as a monolithic culture, this Handbook examines the diverse
and multi-local characteristics of the region’s knowledge production, dynamic media, and rich
cultures. It addresses a wide range of topics, including the evolving mainstream and alternative
media, competing histories in the region, and pressing socio-economic and media debates.
Additionally, the Handbook explores the impact of regional and international politics on Middle
Eastern cultures and media. Designed to serve as a foundation for the next era of research in the
field, The Handbook of Media and Culture in the Middle East is essential reading for all academics,
scholars, and media practitioners. Its comprehensive scope makes it an excellent primary or
supplementary textbook for undergraduate or graduate courses in global studies, media and



communication, journalism, anthropology, sociology, economics, political science, and history.
  the meursault investigation: Post-colonial Intertexts Geetha Ramanathan, 2023-02-27 Using
Kamel Daoud’s The Meursault Investigation and Juan Gabriel Vásquez’s The Secret History of
Costaguana, this book asks you to serve as the jury on euro-modernism, specifically the canonical
texts Camus’s The Stranger and Conrad’s Nostromo. The book reveals the extent to which
euro-modernist aesthetics was culpable in rationalising colonialism.
  the meursault investigation: African Philosophical and Literary Possibilities Aretha Phiri,
2020-06-23 Recognizing philosophy’s traditional influence on—and literature’s creative stimulus
for—sociopolitical discourses, imaginations, and structures, African Philosophical and Literary
Possibilities: Re-readingthe Canon, edited by Aretha Phiri, probes the cross-referential,
interdisciplinary relationships between African literature and African philosophy. The contributors
write within the broader context of renewed interest in and concerns around epistemological
decolonization and to advance African scholarly transformation . This volume argues that, in their
convergent ideological and imaginative attempts to articulate an African conditionality, African
philosophy and literature share overlapping concerns and aspirations. In this way, this book engages
and examines the intersectional canons of these disciplines in order to determine their
intra-continental epistemological transformative possibilities within broader, global societal
explorations of the current moment of decolonization. Where much of the scholarship on African
philosophy has focused on addressing issues associated with the postcolonial task of African
self-assertion in the face of or against Euro-modernist hegemony, this innovative book project shifts
the focus and broadens the scope away from merely discoursing with the global North by mapping
out how philosophy and literature can be viewed as mutually enriching disciplines within and for
Africa.
  the meursault investigation: Chroniques Kamel Daoud, 2018-10-16 This engaging collection
of essays showcases the extraordinary passion, insight, and range of Kamel Daoud, bestselling
author of The Meursault Investigation. Kamel Daoud has been a journalist for more than twenty
years, writing the most-read column in Algeria, in Le Quotidien d'Oran, while also collaborating on
various online media and contributing to foreign publications such as the New York Times. During
the 2010-2016 period, he put his name to almost two thousand texts--first intended for the Algerian
public, then read more and more throughout the world as his reputation grew. Whether he is
criticizing political Islam or the decline of the Algerian regime, embracing the hope kindled by Arab
revolutions or defending women's rights, Daoud does so in his own inimitable style: at once poetic
and provocative, he captures his devoted followers with fresh, counterintuitive arguments about the
nature of humanity, religion, and liberty.
  the meursault investigation: Yale French Studies, Number 135-136 Lauren Du Graf, Julia
Elsky, Clémentine Fauré, 2020-01-07 Focused on existentialism, this issue explores current writers,
thinkers, and texts affiliated with the movement In 1948, Yale French Studies devoted its inaugural
issue to existentialism. This anniversary issue responds seventy years later. In recent years, new
critical and theoretical approaches have reconfigured existentialism and refreshed perspectives on
the philosophical, literary, and stylistic movement. This special issue restores the writers, thinkers,
and texts of the movement to their subversive strength. In so doing, it illustrates existentialism's
present relevance, revealing how the concerns of the past urgently bristle into our own times.
  the meursault investigation: Islam in Contemporary Literature John C. Hawley, 2021-04-06
Suitable for the classroom but completely accessible to the general reader, this volume presents
many of the most interesting authors writing today from an Islamic background—Kamel Daoud,
Yasmine el Rashidi, Hisham Matar, Tahar Djaout, Mohsin Hamid, Hanif Kureishi, Edward Said, Driss
Chaibi, Kamila Shamsie, Tahar ben Jelloun, Leila Aboulela, Abdellah Taïa, Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Hisham
Matar, Eboo Patel, Reza Aslan, and Tamim Ansary, among others—who embody the various strains
of Islamic interpretation and conflict. This study discusses an ongoing Reformation in Islam, focusing
on the Arab Spring, the role of women and sexuality, the “clash of civilizations,” assimilation and
cosmopolitanism, jihad, pluralism across cultures, free speech and apostasy. In an atmosphere of



political and religious awakening, these authors search for a voice for individual rights while nations
seek to restore a “disrupted destiny.” Questions of “de-Arabization” of the religion, ecumenicism,
comparative modernities, and the role of literature thread themselves throughout the chapters of the
book.
  the meursault investigation: God Is a Question, Not an Answer William Irwin, 2018-12-03
Uncertainty is the essence of the human condition, and nothing is more uncertain than God. Yet
passions run hot when it comes to God, both among believers and non-believers. God is a Question,
Not an Answer aims to unsettle readers on both sides of the issue. William Irwin argues that because
belief occurs along a continuum of doubt and we can never reach full certainty, believers and
non-believers can find common ground in uncertainty. Beginning with the questions of what we
mean when we talk about God and faith, Irwin shows that from a philosophical perspective, the
tendency to doubt is a virtue, and from a religious perspective there is no faith without doubt.
Rather than avoid uncertainty as an uncomfortable state of emotional despair, we should embrace it
as an ennobling part of the human condition. We do not have to agree about the existence of God,
but we do need to practice intellectual humility and learn to see doubt as a gift. By engaging in civil
discourse we can see those who disagree with us as not only fully human but capable of teaching us
something.
  the meursault investigation: Kant's Little Prussian Head and Other Reasons Why I
Write: An Autobiography in Essays Claire Messud, 2020-10-13 A glimpse into a beloved novelist’s
inner world, shaped by family, art, and literature. In her fiction, Claire Messud has specialized in
creating unusual female characters with ferocious, imaginative inner lives (Ruth Franklin, New York
Times Magazine). Kant’s Little Prussian Head and Other Reasons Why I Write opens a window on
Messud’s own life: a peripatetic upbringing; a warm, complicated family; and, throughout it all, her
devotion to art and literature. In twenty-six intimate, brilliant, and funny essays, Messud reflects on
a childhood move from her Connecticut home to Australia; the complex relationship between her
modern Canadian mother and a fiercely single French Catholic aunt; and a trip to Beirut, where her
pied-noir father had once lived, while he was dying. She meditates on contemporary classics from
Kazuo Ishiguro, Teju Cole, Rachel Cusk, and Valeria Luiselli; examines three facets of Albert Camus
and The Stranger; and tours her favorite paintings at Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts. In the luminous
title essay, she explores her drive to write, born of the magic of sharing language and the
transformative powers of “a single successful sentence.” Together, these essays show the inner
workings of a dazzling literary mind. Crafting a vivid portrait of a life in celebration of the power of
literature, Messud proves once again an absolute master storyteller (Rebecca Carroll, Los Angeles
Times).
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