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Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone: The Undercover Agent Who Infiltrated the
Mafia

donnie brasco joseph d pistone is a name that resonates deeply within the
annals of American law enforcement history. It tells the gripping story of an
undercover FBI agent whose courage and determination led to one of the most
successful infiltrations of organized crime in U.S. history. Joseph D.
Pistone, operating under the alias Donnie Brasco, spent nearly six years
undercover inside the Mafia, gathering critical evidence that would bring
down some of the most notorious mobsters of his time. This article delves
into the fascinating life and work of Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone,
exploring how this remarkable operation unfolded and why it remains a
landmark achievement in the fight against organized crime.

The Early Life and Career of Joseph D. Pistone

Before becoming Donnie Brasco, Joseph D. Pistone led a relatively ordinary
life. Born in 1939 in Erie, Pennsylvania, Pistone was known for his sharp
intellect and keen observational skills. After joining the FBI in the late
1960s, he quickly demonstrated a unique aptitude for undercover work—a
dangerous and demanding aspect of law enforcement that requires exceptional
bravery and adaptability.

Developing the Donnie Brasco Persona

To successfully infiltrate the Mafia, Pistone had to craft a convincing cover
story. He created Donnie Brasco, a jewel thief from Brooklyn with a
reputation for being both street-smart and trustworthy. This persona was
carefully constructed with attention to detail—encompassing Donnie’s
background, habits, and relationships—to withstand the scrutiny of the
mobsters he intended to infiltrate.

The creation of Donnie Brasco was not just an act of role-playing; it was a
strategic move that required Pistone to immerse himself entirely into a world
filled with danger and suspicion. The success of this persona would determine
the operation’s outcome.

Infiltrating the Mafia: A High-Stakes
Undercover Operation

The heart of the Donnie Brasco story lies in Pistone’s infiltration of the
Bonanno crime family, one of the notorious Five Families that dominated
organized crime in New York City. His undercover work spanned from 1976 to
1981, during which he navigated treacherous criminal networks and earned the
trust of key Mafia figures.



Building Trust in the Underworld

Earning the confidence of mobsters is no easy feat. It requires patience,
street smarts, and an unwavering commitment to the mission. Donnie Brasco
Joseph D Pistone had to prove himself through a series of tests, from small-
time criminal activities to participating in more serious dealings. His
ability to blend in and maintain his cover under immense pressure was
critical.

One of the most remarkable aspects of this operation was Pistone’s closeness
to top Mafia officials. He developed a particularly strong relationship with
Benjamin "Lefty" Ruggiero, a Bonanno family soldier who became one of
Donnie's closest allies. This bond gave Pistone unprecedented access to the
inner workings of the Mafia.

Gathering Evidence and Impact on Organized Crime

The intelligence Pistone collected during his undercover tenure was
invaluable. He recorded countless conversations, documented illegal
activities, and identified key members involved in racketeering, drug
trafficking, and murder plots. This evidence led to over 200 indictments and
more than 100 convictions, significantly weakening the Bonanno family and the
Mafia's grip on New York.

The success of the Donnie Brasco operation changed how law enforcement
approached organized crime, demonstrating the power of undercover work and
the importance of patience and persistence in dismantling criminal
enterprises.

The Risks and Challenges Faced by Donnie Brasco
Joseph D Pistone

Undercover work, especially at the level Pistone operated, is fraught with
peril. The constant threat of exposure could have cost Pistone his life
countless times. Understanding the risks he took highlights the extraordinary
nature of his contribution.

Living a Double Life

For nearly six years, Pistone lived a double life. He had to maintain his
cover story meticulously, often engaging in conversations and situations that
could have been incriminating or dangerous. The mental and emotional toll of
balancing his real identity with Donnie Brasco was immense.

This dual existence also strained Pistone’s personal life. Being away from
family and unable to share the truth about his work created isolation and
stress, common challenges for undercover agents but intensified by the length
and depth of this operation.



Near Exposure and Constant Danger

On numerous occasions, Pistone’s cover was nearly blown. The Mafia is
notoriously suspicious, and any misstep could have led to deadly
consequences. Pistone’s ability to think quickly and remain composed in tense
situations was vital for his survival.

His experience underscores the importance of thorough preparation,
psychological resilience, and the support of law enforcement agencies in
successful undercover missions.

The Legacy of Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone

The story of Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone has transcended law enforcement
circles to become a part of popular culture. It has been immortalized in
books and films, offering a gripping glimpse into the dangerous world of
undercover policing.

Books and Film Adaptations

Pistone co-authored the book "Donnie Brasco: My Undercover Life in the
Mafia," which offers a firsthand account of his experience. The book’s
success led to the 1997 film "Donnie Brasco," starring Johnny Depp and Al
Pacino, which brought the story to a wider audience and highlighted the human
elements behind the undercover operation.

Influence on Modern Law Enforcement

The lessons learned from Pistone’s work have influenced how the FBI and other
agencies approach undercover investigations. His meticulous preparation,
patience, and ability to build trust in hostile environments remain
benchmarks for undercover agents today.

Furthermore, the operation showcased the effectiveness of long-term
undercover assignments in penetrating complex criminal organizations,
encouraging agencies to invest in similar strategies.

Life After the FBI

After retiring from the FBI, Joseph Pistone continued to work in security
consulting and lectured on organized crime and undercover work. His insights
are invaluable for training new generations of law enforcement officers and
for informing public understanding of the challenges involved in combating
organized crime.

Key Takeaways from the Donnie Brasco Operation



Understanding the Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone story offers several
important lessons:

The importance of patience: Undercover work often requires long-term
commitment and the ability to withstand uncertainty.

Building genuine relationships: Trust is a powerful tool, even in
criminal networks, and can be leveraged to gather critical intelligence.

Balancing personal and professional life: The psychological toll on
undercover agents is significant and should be carefully managed.

Preparation and adaptability: Success depends on detailed planning and
the ability to think on one’s feet in unpredictable situations.

These takeaways are not only relevant to law enforcement but also provide
valuable insights into human psychology, trust-building, and resilience.

Exploring the journey of Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone reveals a story of
bravery, intelligence, and dedication that changed the course of organized
crime in America. His legacy continues to inspire and inform efforts to
uphold justice in the face of formidable criminal enterprises.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Donnie Brasco in real life?

Donnie Brasco is the undercover alias of Joseph D. Pistone, an FBI agent who
infiltrated the Mafia in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

What was Joseph D. Pistone's mission as Donnie
Brasco?

Joseph D. Pistone's mission was to infiltrate and gather evidence against the
Bonanno crime family and other Mafia organizations to bring down their
criminal operations.

How long did Joseph D. Pistone work undercover as
Donnie Brasco?

Joseph D. Pistone worked undercover as Donnie Brasco for approximately six
years, from 1976 to 1981.

What impact did Donnie Brasco's infiltration have on
the Mafia?

Donnie Brasco's infiltration led to over 200 indictments and over 100
convictions of Mafia members, significantly weakening the Bonanno family and
other organized crime groups.



Is the movie 'Donnie Brasco' based on Joseph D.
Pistone's true story?

Yes, the 1997 movie 'Donnie Brasco' starring Johnny Depp is based on the true
story of Joseph D. Pistone's undercover work within the Mafia.

What risks did Joseph D. Pistone face during his
undercover operation?

Pistone faced extreme risks including the possibility of being discovered,
which could have led to his death, as well as psychological stress from
living a double life for years.

Did Joseph D. Pistone write any books about his
experience as Donnie Brasco?

Yes, Joseph D. Pistone co-authored the book 'Donnie Brasco: My Undercover
Life in the Mafia,' which details his undercover experiences.

How did Joseph D. Pistone's work change FBI
undercover operations?

Pistone's successful infiltration highlighted the effectiveness of long-term
undercover operations and led to improved techniques and protocols within the
FBI.

What was the Mafia's reaction when they discovered
Donnie Brasco was an FBI agent?

The Mafia felt deeply betrayed and angry upon discovering Donnie Brasco was
an FBI agent, leading to increased distrust and paranoia within the
organization.

Additional Resources
Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone: The Undercover Agent Who Infiltrated the
Mafia

donnie brasco joseph d pistone is a name that resonates deeply within the
annals of law enforcement history, symbolizing one of the most daring and
successful undercover operations ever conducted against organized crime in
the United States. As an FBI agent, Joseph D. Pistone adopted the alias
"Donnie Brasco" to penetrate the inner circles of the notoriously secretive
Mafia. His six-year undercover mission, spanning the late 1970s to early
1980s, not only exposed the intricate workings of the Bonanno crime family
but also fundamentally changed the landscape of FBI operations against the
mob. This article delves into the life, operation, and legacy of Donnie
Brasco Joseph D Pistone, analyzing the significance of his mission and its
enduring impact.



The Genesis of Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone’s
Undercover Operation

Joseph D. Pistone, a New York native and former college athlete, joined the
FBI in 1969. Known for his tenacity and sharp instincts, Pistone was selected
in 1976 for an undercover assignment that would test his limits
professionally and personally. His target was the Bonanno crime family, one
of the notorious Five Families controlling organized crime in New York City.

Using the alias Donnie Brasco, Pistone posed as a jewel thief from Miami,
gradually earning the trust of Mafia figures by demonstrating his criminal
“credentials” and willingness to engage in illicit activities. Over six
years, Pistone meticulously gathered intelligence that culminated in over 200
indictments and significant convictions, effectively dismantling large parts
of the Bonanno family’s operations.

Challenges and Risks of Undercover Work

The role of Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone was fraught with extraordinary
challenges. Unlike many undercover agents who operate for months, Pistone
spent years living a double life, constantly balancing the risk of exposure
against the necessity to maintain credibility within the Mafia. The
psychological toll was immense, with Pistone often isolated from his family
and colleagues due to the sensitive nature of his work.

Moreover, the nature of Mafia culture—steeped in secrecy, loyalty, and
suspicion—meant that any misstep could result in severe consequences,
including death. Pistone’s ability to navigate these treacherous waters
showcased not only his courage but also his exceptional skill in undercover
operations.

Impact on Organized Crime and Law Enforcement

Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone’s infiltration of the Mafia marked a pivotal
shift in how the FBI and other law enforcement agencies approached organized
crime. Prior to this operation, the Mafia’s secretive structure and code of
silence (omertà) made it notoriously difficult to penetrate. Pistone’s
success provided a blueprint for future undercover missions and highlighted
the effectiveness of long-term infiltration.

Legal and Tactical Innovations

The intelligence Pistone gathered led to numerous convictions that weakened
the Bonanno family, but it also exposed vulnerabilities in organized crime’s
operational security. His operation underscored the importance of building
trust over time, using carefully crafted personas, and maintaining
operational secrecy.

This mission also influenced the FBI’s increased investment in undercover
training and psychological support for agents. The balance between
operational success and agent well-being became a critical area of focus,



with Pistone’s experience informing improved protocols.

The Cultural Legacy of Donnie Brasco Joseph D
Pistone

Beyond its law enforcement implications, the Donnie Brasco operation entered
popular culture through Pistone’s book, “Donnie Brasco: My Undercover Life in
the Mafia,” co-written with Richard Woodley. The book’s detailed narrative
provided unprecedented insight into Mafia life and law enforcement tactics.

This story was further immortalized in the 1997 film "Donnie Brasco,"
starring Johnny Depp and Al Pacino, which brought Pistone’s harrowing
experience to a global audience. The film and book have since become seminal
works for understanding undercover operations and Mafia dynamics.

Pros and Cons of Undercover Work Illustrated by
Pistone’s Experience

Pros: Invaluable intelligence gathering, disruption of criminal
networks, and setting legal precedents.

Cons: Significant personal risk, psychological stress, and potential
collateral damage to personal relationships.

Comparative Analysis: Donnie Brasco Versus
Other Undercover Agents

When juxtaposed with other legendary undercover operations, such as those
targeting drug cartels or white-collar crime, Donnie Brasco Joseph D
Pistone’s mission stands out for its duration, depth, and complexity. Unlike
shorter assignments, Pistone’s six-year commitment allowed for unparalleled
immersion, bringing both greater rewards and higher stakes.

Other agents have since adopted similar approaches, but Pistone’s operation
remains a gold standard in undercover law enforcement. His ability to
maintain cover while actively participating in Mafia activities demonstrated
a unique blend of psychological resilience and operational skill.

Lessons Learned for Future Undercover Operations

Law enforcement agencies continue to study Pistone’s mission to refine
undercover strategies. Key takeaways include:

Importance of authentic persona creation and sustained relationship-
building.



Need for comprehensive support systems to address agent mental health.

Critical role of coordination between undercover agents and
prosecutorial teams.

These lessons have paved the way for enhanced operational success and safer
working conditions for agents.

Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone Today

After retiring from the FBI, Joseph D. Pistone has remained active as a
consultant and speaker, sharing his expertise on organized crime and
undercover work. His contributions have helped shape contemporary law
enforcement tactics and public understanding of the Mafia’s intricate
operations.

The Donnie Brasco legacy continues to inspire new generations of agents and
criminologists. His story serves as a testament to the power of perseverance,
intelligence, and bravery in combating entrenched criminal enterprises.

In sum, Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone’s undercover mission against the Mafia
remains a landmark in law enforcement history. His extraordinary journey
offers profound insights into the complexities of undercover work and the
relentless pursuit of justice within the shadowy world of organized crime.

Donnie Brasco Joseph D Pistone
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infiltrating New York's Bonanno crime family in 1975, he had no idea what was about to happen.
Posing as jewel thief “Donnie Brasco,” Pistone would spend the next six years undercover in the
Family, witnessing-and sometimes participating in-the Mafia's gruesome activities while gathering
enough evidence to send over 200 gangsters to jail. Pistone told his story in the 1988 book Donnie
Brasco-a New York Times bestseller and later a feature film starring Johnny Depp and Al Pacino. But
because of pending trials at the time of publication, many details of the alleged crimes were omitted.
Now, in Donnie Brasco: Unfinished Business, Pistone for the first time reveals with great detail the
horrific deeds of wiseguys Tony Mirra, Lefty Ruggiero, Sonny Black, and the rest of the cold-blooded
Bonanno crew. He puts the operation into historical perspective, detailing the timeline of Mafia
trials from 1981 through 2005 that crippled the New York City crime family. He also recounts his
experiences after the operation, his time on the Hollywood set with Pacino and Depp, and other
undercover operations through present day. A tense, thrilling account of the greatest infiltration
ever by a federal agent into the most brutal gang of killers in the world, Donnie Brasco: Unfinished
Business is the final chapter in the story of a real American hero.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Donnie Brasco Joseph D. Pistone, 1997-02-01 Posing as jewel
thief Donnie Brasco, FBI agent Joseph D. Pistone carried out the most audacious sting operation
ever, working undercover for six years to infiltrate the flamboyant community of mafia soldiers,
connected guys, captains and godfathers. Now his unforgettable eyewitness account brings to
pulsating life the entire world of wiseguys—their code of honor and their treachery, their wives,
girlfriends and whores, their lavish spending and dirty dealings. With the drama and suspense of a
high-tension thriller, Joseph Pistone reveals every incredible aspect of the jealously guarded world
he penetrated...and draws a chilling picture of what the mafia is, does, and means in America today.
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When FBI Special Agent Joe Pistone began a six-month operation infiltrating New York's Bonanno
crime family in 1975, he had no idea what was about to happen. Posing as jewel thief Donnie Brasco,
Pistone spent the next six years undercover in the Family, witnessing-and sometimes participating
in-the Mafia's gruesome activities while gathering enough evidence to send over 200 gangsters to
jail. Pistone told his story in the 1988 book Donnie Brasco: My Undercover Life in the Mafia-a New
York Times bestseller and later a feature film starring Johnny Depp and Al Pacino. But because of
pending trials at the time of publication, many details of the alleged crimes were held back. Now, in
Donnie Brasco: Unfinished Business, Pistone for the first time reveals with great detail the horrific
deeds of wiseguys Tony Mirra, Lefty Ruggiero, Sonny Black, and the rest of the cold-blooded
Bonanno crew. Pistone puts the operation into historical perspective, detailing the timeline of Mafia
trials that crippled the New York City crime family over the past 25 years. He also recounts his
experiences after the operation, his time on the Hollywood set with Pacino and Depp, and other
undercover operations through present-day. A tense, thrilling account of the greatest infiltration
ever by a federal agent into the most brutal gang of killers in the world, Donnie Brasco: Unfinished
Business is the final chapter in the story of a real American hero.
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Media,, 2022-05-24T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book.
Sample Book Insights: #1 The media knew that a primary witness would be an FBI undercover agent
who had infiltrated the Mafia. They were using every angle to try to find out who it really was. I had
never given an interview, never allowed the press to photograph or film me. #2 I was in a whirlwind
after I ended my undercover role. I was working with U. S. attorneys to seek indictments of Mafia
members, and preparing for trials on racketeering, gambling, extortion, and murder in New York,
Milwaukee, Tampa, and Kansas City. #3 I was testifying against Milwaukee Mafia boss Frank
Balistrieri in August 1982 when a defense attorney asked where I and my family had lived while I
was undercover. I didn’t answer the question, but the FBI moved my family anyway. #4 I was
forty-three years old when the first of the cases went to trial. I had missed six years of normal life
with my family. I had done the best job I could, and I was proud of that.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Donnie Brasco Joseph Pistone, 1988
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Amerikaanse regering de oorlog uit tegen de georganiseerde misdaad. Een man werd welbewust
achter de linies gelaten: van 1976 tot 1981 werkte speciaal agent Joseph Pistone undercover voor de
maffia. Pistone ¿ die opereerde onder het alias Donnie Brasco, en zich voordeed als een juwelendief
¿ kon jarenlang zijn vrouw en pasgeboren kind niet zien. Hij at, dronk, feestte, werkte en ¿ soms ¿
moordde met de ¿wiseguys¿: hij kent hun vrouwen, vriendinnen, maîtresses en hoeren. Hij raakte zo
close met zijn maffiapartner Lefty Ruggiero, dat die hem als getuige vroeg op zijn huwelijk.
Pistone¿s uiteindelijke bekentenissen, tijdens spectaculaire processen als de ¿Pizza Connectie¿ en de
¿Maffia Commissie¿, resulteerden in meer dan tweehonderd aanklachten en meer dan honderd
veroordelingen van leden van de maffia.
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on the line...it's his daughter's.
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When FBI Special Agent Joe Pistone began what was supposed to be a six-month operation
infiltrating New York's Bonanno crime family in 1975, he had no idea what was about to happen.
Posing as jewel thief “Donnie Brasco,” Pistone would spend the next six years undercover in the
Family, witnessing-and sometimes participating in-the Mafia's gruesome activities while gathering
enough evidence to send over 200 gangsters to jail. Pistone told his story in the 1988 book Donnie
Brasco-a New York Times bestseller and later a feature film starring Johnny Depp and Al Pacino. But
because of pending trials at the time of publication, many details of the alleged crimes were omitted.
Now, in Donnie Brasco: Unfinished Business, Pistone for the first time reveals with great detail the
horrific deeds of wiseguys Tony Mirra, Lefty Ruggiero, Sonny Black, and the rest of the cold-blooded
Bonanno crew. He puts the operation into historical perspective, detailing the timeline of Mafia
trials from 1981 through 2005 that crippled the New York City crime family. He also recounts his
experiences after the operation, his time on the Hollywood set with Pacino and Depp, and other
undercover operations through present day. A tense, thrilling account of the greatest infiltration
ever by a federal agent into the most brutal gang of killers in the world, Donnie Brasco: Unfinished
Business is the final chapter in the story of a real American hero.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Way Of The Wiseguy Joe Pistone, 2005-04-13 Now in
paperback, here's the first nonfiction work from Joe Pistone since his New York Times #1 bestseller
and hit movie, Donnie Brasco. Perhaps no man alive knows the lifestyle of wiseguys better than
Pistone does, having spent six years infiltrating the Mafia as an undercover FBI agent. Now, years
later, Pistone reassesses the underworld. Often poignant, and in startling detail, THE WAY OF THE
WISEGUY gives readers a first-hand look at the psychology and customs of the wiseguy.The book
features 34 chapters that reveal key principles of wiseguy life, including “How Wiseguys Carry Out a
Hit,” “How Wiseguys Get Straightened Out,” and “A Typical Day in the Life of a Wiseguy.” Pistone's
spellbinding stories provide a first-hand look at this lawless realm of badguys, which is often
uncannily relevant to the workings of legitimate big business and everyday social discourse.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Donnie Brasco , 1999-01-01 This true story follows FBI
agent Joe Pistone as he infiltrates the mafia of New York.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Donnie Brasco Joseph D. Pistone, 1988
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Johnny Depp Starts Here Murray Pomerance, 2005-03-02
From beloved bad-boy to cool and captivating maverick, Johnny Depp has inspired media intrigue
and has been the source of international acclaim since the early 1990s. He has attracted attention
for his eccentric image, his accidental acting career, his beguiling good looks, and his quirky charm.
In Johnny Depp Starts Here, film scholar Murray Pomerance explores our fascination with Depp, his
riddling complexity, and his meaning for our culture. Moving beyond the actor's engaging and
inscrutable private life, Pomerance focuses on his enigmatic screen performances from A Nightmare



on Elm Street to Secret Window. The actor's image is studied in terms of its ambiguities and its
many strange nuances: Depp's ethnicity, his smoking, his tranquility, his unceasing motion, his links
to the Gothic, the Beats, Simone de Beauvoir, the history of rationality, Impressionist painting, and
more. In a series of treatments of his key roles, including Rafael in The Brave, Bon Bon in Before
Night Falls, Jack Kerouac in The Source, and the long list of acclaimed performances from Gilbert
Grape to Cap'n Jack Sparrow, we learn of Johnny onscreen in terms of male sexuality, space travel,
optical experience, nineteenth-century American capitalism, Orientalism, the vulnerability of
performance, the perils of sleep, comedy, the myth of the West, Scrooge McDuck, Frantois Truffaut,
and more. Johnny's face, Johnny's gaze, Johnny's aging, and Johnny's understatement are shown to
be inextricably linked to our own desperate need to plumb performance, style, and screen for a
grounding of reality in this ever-accelerating world of fragmentation and insecurity. Both deeply
intriguing and perpetually elusive, Depp is revealed as the central screen performer of the
contemporary age, the symbol of performance itself. No thinker has meditated on Johnny Depp this
way before-and surely not in a manner worthy of the object of scrutiny.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Investigating the Mafia Carla Mooney, 2010-05-14 The
mafia's code of silence has long made it difficult for police to convict major mafia figures. Low-level
members who are caught in criminal activities rarely turn evidence on those above them, choosing
instead to do their time. Police have had go to great lengths to take down the bosses, in many cases
giving up their own lives to go undercover. Joe Pistone, the undercover FBI Agent known as Donnie
Brasco, was an FBI agent for 27 years. He spent 20 of those years as an undercover agent,
sacrificing his own identity to bring justice to the mob. This book provides background information
on organized crime, and gives your readers a revealing look into the tools and techniques used by
investigators in mafia cases. Sidebars provide first-person accounts and biographies of famous
criminals and investigators.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Pimps, Wimps, Studs, Thugs and Gentlemen Elwood Watson,
2010-03-22 With essays ranging in topic from the films of Neil LaBute to the sexual politics of Major
League Baseball, this diverse collection of essays examines the multi-faceted media images of
contemporary masculinity from a variety of perspectives and academic disciplines. The book's first
half focuses on the issue of racialized masculinity and its various manifestations, with essays
covering, among other topics, the re-imagining of Asian American masculinity in Justin Lin's Better
Luck Tomorrow and the ever-present image of black male buffoonery in the neo-minstrel
performances of VH1's Flavor of Love. The book's second half explores the issue of contemporary
mediated performance and the cultural politics of masculinity, with essays focusing on popular
media representations of men in a variety of gendered roles, from homemakers and househusbands
to valorous war heroes and athletic demigods.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Celebrity Biographies - The Amazing Life Of Johnny
Depp - Famous Actors Matt Green, 2017-01-29 Ever wondered how Johnny Depp rose to stardom?
After dreaming of becoming a rock star, Johnny Depp instead is now one of Hollywood’s best actors.
He became a house hold name after he played Captain Jack Sparrow in the Pirates of the Caribbean
movie franchise. With leading man roles in movies and his bad boy image in Hollywood, Johnny has
been named by People Magazine’s Sexiest Man Alive twice; first in 2003 then again in 2009.
According to an interview, Depp only takes roles that spark his interest and not basing on how big
the movie will be. For more interesting facts you must read the book. Grab Your biography book
now!
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: The Origin of Organized Crime in America David Critchley,
2008-09-15 Introduction -- Black hand, Calabrians, and the Mafia -- First family of the New York
Mafia -- The Mafia and the Baff murder -- The neapolitan challenge -- New York City in the 1920s --
Castellammare war and La Cosa Nostra -- Americanization and the families -- Localism, tradition,
and innovation.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: Empire Film Guide Empire Magazine, 2007 This revised and
updated edition, brought to you by Britain's biggest-selling movie magazine, contains over 100



brand-new reviews including all the biggest and best films of the last 12 months. Written with the
passion and humour you'd expect from Empire, the reviews in this guide are the most
comprehensive and in-depth around.Including a wealth of new photos, sidebars and fascinating and
hilarious Top 10s and movie trivia, this is the most enjoyable and entertaining film guide available.
  donnie brasco joseph d pistone: An Offer We Can't Refuse George De Stefano, 2007-01-23
The Mafia has maintained an enduring hold on the American cultural imagination--even as it
continues to wrongly color our real-life perception of Italian Americans. Journalist and cultural critic
De Stefano takes a look at the origins and prevalence of the Mafia mythos in America. Beginning
with a consideration of Italian emigration in the early twentieth century and the fear and
prejudice--among both Americans and Italians--that informed our earliest conception of what was the
largest immigrant group to enter the United States, De Stefano explores how these impressions laid
the groundwork for the images so familiar to us today and uses them to illuminate and explore the
variety and allure of Mafia stories. At the same time, he addresses the lingering power of the
goodfella cliché, which makes it all but impossible to green-light a project about the Italian American
experience not set in gangland.--From publisher description.
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