deck the halls mary higgins clark

Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark: A Festive Mystery That Warms the Heart

deck the halls mary higgins clark is not just a phrase associated with classic Christmas carols, but
also a title that brings to mind a captivating holiday-themed mystery by the renowned author Mary
Higgins Clark. Known as the Queen of Suspense, Clark has a unique ability to blend warmth, intrigue,
and festive cheer into stories that keep readers hooked from start to finish. Her novel "Deck the Halls"
perfectly embodies this blend, making it a beloved choice for readers seeking a holiday thriller with a
touch of seasonal spirit.

In this article, we’ll explore what makes "Deck the Halls" by Mary Higgins Clark a standout holiday
read, delve into the story’s themes and characters, and offer insights into why this novel continues to
resonate with fans of suspense and Christmas alike.

The Allure of Mary Higgins Clark’s Holiday Mysteries

Mary Higgins Clark has built an impressive legacy with her suspense novels, often featuring strong
female protagonists, intricate plots, and twists that keep readers guessing. What sets her holiday-
themed works apart is her ability to integrate the festive atmosphere without losing the edge-of-your-
seat tension.

Why "Deck the Halls" Stands Out

While many Christmas novels focus solely on romance or family drama, "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins
Clark" combines holiday cheer with a compelling mystery. The juxtaposition of Christmas traditions
and suspenseful storytelling creates a unique reading experience that appeals to a broad audience.

Readers are drawn into a narrative where the cozy elements of the holiday season—decorations,
gatherings, and goodwill—are contrasted against darker secrets and unexpected dangers. This
balance makes the story both heartwarming and thrilling, perfect for those looking to add a little
excitement to their holiday reading list.

Plot Overview: What to Expect from "Deck the Halls"

Without giving away spoilers, the plot of "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark" revolves around a festive
setting disrupted by mysterious events that threaten to shatter the holiday spirit. The story typically
involves a protagonist who must unravel a puzzle or uncover hidden truths while navigating the
challenges of the season.



Setting the Scene: Christmas Meets Suspense

The novel’s backdrop is often richly detailed, with snowy landscapes, twinkling lights, and holiday
traditions that evoke a sense of nostalgia and warmth. This setting is crucial, as it contrasts sharply
with the suspenseful elements, heightening the reader’s emotional engagement.

Characters That Feel Real and Relatable

Clark’s characters in "Deck the Halls" are layered and believable. The protagonist is usually someone
readers can empathize with, often facing personal struggles alongside the central mystery.
Supporting characters add depth and complexity, each with their own motives and secrets, which
contribute to the story’s suspense.

Themes Explored in "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins
Clark"

Beyond the mystery itself, "Deck the Halls" touches on themes that resonate deeply during the
holiday season.

The Intersection of Family and Secrets

One recurring theme is the complexity of family relationships during the holidays. Clark explores how
past secrets and unresolved conflicts can surface amidst festive gatherings, adding emotional
intensity to the narrative.

Hope and Redemption Amid Uncertainty

Despite the suspense and occasional darkness, the novel often carries an underlying message of
hope. Characters grapple with their fears and mistakes, finding redemption and connection as the
story unfolds, which aligns beautifully with the spirit of Christmas.

Why Readers Keep Coming Back to Mary Higgins
Clark’s Holiday Stories

The enduring popularity of "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark" stems from several factors that make
it a go-to choice for holiday reading.



Engaging Storytelling That Blends Genres

Clark’s skillful fusion of mystery, drama, and holiday themes offers something for everyone. Whether
you're a fan of suspense or simply love Christmas stories, her novels deliver a satisfying blend that
keeps readers entertained.

The Comfort of Familiarity with a Twist

The festive settings and seasonal motifs provide a comforting backdrop, while the suspenseful plots
introduce unpredictability. This combination creates a reading experience that feels fresh yet familiar
each year.

Accessible Writing Style

Mary Higgins Clark’s clear and engaging prose makes her works accessible to a wide range of
readers. The pacing is brisk, and the dialogue feels natural, which helps maintain momentum
throughout the story.

Tips for Enjoying "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark"
to the Fullest

If you're planning to dive into this holiday mystery, here are some suggestions to enhance your
reading experience:

Set the Mood: Read the book in a cozy spot, perhaps by the fireplace or with twinkling holiday
lights nearby, to immerse yourself fully in the festive atmosphere.

Pair with Seasonal Treats: Enjoy a cup of hot cocoa or your favorite Christmas cookies to
complement the holiday vibe of the story.

Discuss with Fellow Fans: Join a book club or online forum to share theories and reactions,
which can add a social element to the suspense.

Explore Related Works: Consider reading other Mary Higgins Clark holiday-themed novels or
thrillers to appreciate her style and storytelling breadth.

The Impact of "Deck the Halls" on Holiday Reading



Traditions

Mary Higgins Clark’s "Deck the Halls" has become more than just a novel; it's part of many readers’
holiday traditions. Its blend of suspense and seasonal warmth offers an alternative to typical holiday
fare, appealing to those who seek something a bit different during the festive season.

Moreover, the novel encourages readers to look beyond the surface of holiday celebrations, reminding
us that beneath the decorations and cheer, real human stories—complete with mystery, challenge,
and resilience—are unfolding.

As the holiday season approaches, "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark" continues to be a comforting
yet thrilling companion, inviting readers to experience the magic of Christmas through the lens of
suspenseful storytelling. Whether you are a longtime fan or new to Clark’s work, this novel offers a
captivating journey that enriches the festive spirit with a touch of intrigue.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins Clark?

The novel 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins Clark is a suspenseful thriller centered around a woman
who disappears during the Christmas season, and the efforts to uncover the truth behind her
mysterious vanishing.

When was 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins Clark published?
'Deck the Halls' was published in 2003.

Is 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins Clark part of a series?

No, 'Deck the Halls' is a standalone novel and not part of any series.

What genre does 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins Clark
belong to?

'‘Deck the Halls' is a suspense thriller novel with elements of mystery and crime fiction.

Who is the main character in 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins
Clark?

The main character is a woman named Laurie Moran, who becomes involved in the investigation
surrounding the disappearance central to the story.

Has 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins Clark been adapted into



a movie or TV show?

Yes, 'Deck the Halls' was adapted into a made-for-TV movie that aired on CBS in 2005.

What themes are explored in 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins
Clark?

The novel explores themes of family, trust, deception, and the holiday spirit intertwined with
suspense and danger.

Where is 'Deck the Halls' by Mary Higgins Clark set?

The story is primarily set in New York City during the Christmas holiday season.

Additional Resources
Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark: A Chilling Holiday Thriller

deck the halls mary higgins clark is more than just a festive phrase; it is also the title of a
suspenseful holiday-themed novel by the acclaimed author Mary Higgins Clark. Known for her
mastery in crafting gripping mysteries and psychological thrillers, Clark’s "Deck the Halls" combines
the warmth and cheer of the holiday season with the tension and intrigue that have become
hallmarks of her storytelling. This article offers an analytical review of the novel, exploring its themes,
narrative style, character development, and its place within Mary Higgins Clark’s extensive
bibliography.

Unwrapping the Plot: A Holiday Mystery with a Twist

At first glance, "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark" might suggest a lighthearted, festive story filled
with holiday cheer. However, Clark deftly subverts expectations by weaving a complex narrative
centered around suspense and mystery. The novel typically follows a protagonist caught in a web of
secrets, danger, and unexpected revelations, all set against the backdrop of Christmas festivities.

This contrast between the joyous season and the dark undercurrents of the plot creates a compelling
tension that keeps readers engaged. The holiday setting is not just a seasonal backdrop but actively
contributes to the atmosphere, with the cold, snowy environment and the symbolic meaning of
Christmas—family, trust, and renewal—heightening the stakes of the mystery.

Thematic Depth: Holiday Spirit Meets Suspense

Mary Higgins Clark’s "Deck the Halls" explores several themes that resonate beyond the surface-level
storyline:



e Trust and Betrayal: The holiday season traditionally symbolizes unity and goodwill. Clark
challenges this notion by presenting characters whose loyalties and intentions are uncertain,
reflecting the fragile nature of trust.

e Family Dynamics: Central to the narrative is the exploration of familial relationships, often
strained or complicated by hidden pasts and secrets, which are common motifs in Clark’s work.

* Justice and Morality: The pursuit of truth amid deception serves as a moral backbone, inviting
readers to consider the cost of justice and the gray areas of ethical decision-making.

By embedding these themes within a holiday context, Clark provides a nuanced perspective that
elevates the novel beyond a conventional thriller.

Mary Higgins Clark’s Narrative Style in Deck the Halls

Clark’s writing style is characterized by its clarity, pacing, and ability to build suspense incrementally.
In "Deck the Halls," she employs a third-person narrative that allows insight into multiple characters’
thoughts and motivations, enhancing the complexity of the plot.

The pacing is meticulously controlled, with tension rising steadily through carefully timed revelations
and cliffhangers. Unlike formulaic holiday stories, this novel maintains a dark and serious tone, which
contrasts effectively with the seasonal motifs. Clark’s use of short chapters and alternating viewpoints
maintains reader engagement and provides a cinematic quality to the storytelling.

Characterization and Development

One of Mary Higgins Clark’s strengths lies in creating relatable and multidimensional characters. In
"Deck the Halls," the protagonist is often a woman grappling with personal dilemmas while navigating
dangerous circumstances. This duality adds emotional depth and drives the narrative forward.

Supporting characters are equally well-drawn, with motives that are gradually unveiled, often
challenging initial perceptions. This complexity fosters an atmosphere of uncertainty and suspicion,
essential for a successful thriller. The characters’ interactions during holiday gatherings, a setting ripe
for both warmth and conflict, further enrich the story’s emotional texture.

Comparative Analysis with Other Holiday Thrillers

"Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark" stands out in the niche of holiday-themed suspense novels. When
compared to other works in the genre, such as John Grisham’s "Skipping Christmas" or Agatha
Christie’s "Hercule Poirot’s Christmas," Clark’s novel leans more heavily into psychological suspense
rather than traditional whodunits or comedic takes on the holiday season.



e Atmosphere: Clark’s novel uses the Christmas setting to amplify suspense rather than lighten
the mood, distinguishing it from more humorous or cozy holiday mysteries.

e Character Focus: The emphasis on personal and familial conflicts aligns with Clark’s broader
oeuvre, offering readers emotional engagement alongside the mystery.

e Plot Complexity: The layered plot with multiple twists reflects Clark’s skill in crafting intricate
narratives that demand attentive reading.

This blend of holiday themes with true suspense makes "Deck the Halls" a unique entry that appeals
to fans of both holiday fiction and thriller genres.

Reception and Legacy

Upon release, "Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark" received positive reviews for its atmospheric
storytelling and effective blending of holiday cheer with mystery. Critics praised Clark’s ability to
maintain suspense without sacrificing character development or thematic richness.

The novel has since become a seasonal favorite for readers seeking a Christmas story that veers

away from the predictable and embraces complexity. Its inclusion in various holiday reading lists and
book clubs underscores its enduring appeal.

Key Features and Reader Experience

For readers interested in what makes "Deck the Halls" by Mary Higgins Clark a compelling read,
several features stand out:

e Seasonal Setting: The Christmas backdrop is integral, influencing character behavior and plot
dynamics.

* Psychological Depth: The novel delves into the inner lives of characters, exploring fears,
hopes, and motivations.

e Suspense and Mystery: A carefully constructed plot with twists that maintain tension
throughout.

* Accessible Prose: Clark’s clear and engaging writing style makes the novel approachable for a
broad audience.

* Emotional Resonance: Themes of family and trust resonate deeply, especially during the
holiday season.

These elements combine to create a reading experience that is both entertaining and thought-



provoking.

Potential Drawbacks

While "Deck the Halls" excels in many areas, some readers accustomed to more traditional holiday
stories may find the darker tone less aligned with their expectations. Additionally, fans seeking fast-
paced action might prefer Clark’s other works that emphasize thriller elements over psychological
tension.

However, these aspects also contribute to the novel’s distinctiveness and appeal to readers who
appreciate nuanced storytelling.

Mary Higgins Clark’s "Deck the Halls" remains a noteworthy addition to holiday literature, offering a
sophisticated blend of suspense and seasonal atmosphere. Its exploration of human complexities
amid the festive setting invites readers to reconsider the true meaning of the holiday season through
the lens of mystery and intrigue.

Deck The Halls Mary Higgins Clark
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deck the halls mary higgins clark: Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark, Carol Higgins Clark,
2001-10 Los Angeles private detective Regan Reilly teams up with lottery winner and amateur sleuth
Alvirah Meehan to investigate when Regan's father Luke and his driver, Rosita, are kidnapped
pending a one million dollar ransom.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Deck the Halls Mary Higgins Clark, Carol Higgins Clark,
2000-10-24 In their first acclaimed work of collaboration, Mary Higgins Clark, the Queen of
Suspense, and her daughter, bestselling author Carol Higgins Clark, create an exciting and
entertaining story of a holiday kidnapping. Three days before Christmas, Regan Reilly, the dynamic
young sleuth featured in the novels of Carol Higgins Clark, accidentally meets Alvirah Meehan, Mary
Higgins Clark’s famous lottery winner and amateur detective, at a New Jersey dentist’s office. That's
where it all begins. While Regan’s mother, Nora, the famous mystery writer, is in the hospital with a
broken leg, her husband, Luke, and his chauffeur, Rosita, are kidnapped and held for a million-dollar
ransom. Together, Regan and Alvirah track the case as the inept yet dangerous kidnappers make
their demands known. Meanwhile, Luke and Rosita are held captive on a houseboat on the Hudson
River and a fierce winter storm is gathering force. A true Christmas classic, Deck the Halls blends
suspense with poignancy, laugh-out-loud humor, and all-around holiday cheer.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Mary Higgins Clark & Carol Higgins Clark Ebook
Christmas Set Mary Higgins Clark, Carol Higgins Clark, 2010-12-07 Now, in one ebook boxed set, a
collection of suspenseful and humorous holiday stories by Mary Higgins Clark, America’s Queen of
Suspense, and her daughter, bestselling mystery writer Carol Higgins Clark. Deck the Halls Three
days before Christmas, Regan Reilly, the dynamic young sleuth featured in the novels of Carol
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Higgins Clark, meets Alvirah Meehan, the famous lottery winner and amateur detective. When a call
comes through on Regan's cell phone, telling her that her father and his driver, Rosita Gonzalez, are
being held for $1,000,000 ransom, Alvirah insists that Regan allow her to lend a hand in trying to
gain their release. While Regan may be a licensed private detective, based in Los Angeles, Alvirah
has many valuable contacts among the ranks of New York's law enforcement community—including
the head of the NYPD Major Case Squad, Jack “no relation” Reilly. Further complicating the
situation is the fact that Regan's mother, the popular and very successful mystery writer Nora Regan
Reilly, was hospitalized only the day before with a badly broken leg. Regan must comfort her while
trying to meet the harsh demands of her father's kidnappers—and their tough deadline. The
Christmas Thief The folks who picked a beautiful eighty-foot blue spruce from Stowe, Vermont, to be
Rockefeller Center’s famous Christmas tree don’t have a clue that Packy Noonan, a scam artist just
released from prison, hid priceless diamonds in it more than twelve years ago. Anxious to retrieve
his loot, Packy breaks parole and heads to Vermont. When he learns that his special tree will be
heading to New York City the next morning, he knows he has to act fast. What Packy doesn’t know is
that Alvirah Meehan, everyone’s favorite lottery winner turned amateur sleuth, and Regan Reilly, a
savvy young private investigator, are visiting Stowe with their friend Opal, who lost all her lottery
winnings in Packy’s scam. And just when they’re supposed to head home, they learn that the tree is
missing...and that Opal has disappeared. Dashing Through the Snow In the picturesque village of
Branscombe, New Hampshire, the townsfolk are all pitching in to prepare for the first (and many
hope annual) Festival of Joy. The night before the festival begins, a group of employees at the local
market learn that they have won $160 million in the lottery. One of their co-workers, Duncan,
decided at the last minute, on the advice of a pair of crooks masquerading as financial advisers, not
to play. Then he goes missing. A second winning lottery ticket was purchased in the next town, but
the winner hasn't come forward. Could Duncan have secretly bought it? Alvirah Meehan, the
amateur sleuth, and private investigator Regan Reilly have arrived in Branscombe for the festival.
They are just the people to find out what is amiss. As they dig beneath the surface, they find that life
in Branscombe is not as tranquil as it appears. So much for an old-fashioned weekend in the country!

deck the halls mary higgins clark: The Melody Lingers On: A Novel by Mary Higgins
Clark (Trivia-On-Books) Trivion Books, 2016-09-12 Trivia-on-Book: The Melody Lingers On by
Mary Higgins Clark Take the challenge yourself and share it with friends and family for a time of
fun! From the Queen of Suspense, Mary Higgins Clark, comes another novel full of suspense that
will leave you at the edge of your seats. The Melody Lingers On tells the story of Lane Harmon,
assistant to interior designer, Glady Harper. She gets entangled in the deceit and ploy of Parker
Bennett, who allegedly disappeared with the five billion dollars he embezzled from his innocent
clients. Glady and Lane are asked to renovate the new townhouse of Anne Bennett, wife of Parker,
and as the two proceed with their project, Lane finds herself attracted to the Bennetts’ son Eric, who
is also shrouded in a veil of conspiracy and sweet lies. Mary Higgins Clark is the best-selling author
of 33 suspense novels and has co-authored many more with her daughter Carol and with best-selling
author Alafair Burke. You may have read the book, but not have liked it. You may have liked the
book, but not be a fan. You may call yourself a fan, but few truly are. Are you a fan? Trivia-on-Books
is an independently curated trivia quiz on the book for readers, students, and fans alike. Whether
you're looking for new materials to the book or would like to take the challenge yourself and share it
with your friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books provides a unique approach to The
Melody Lingers On by Mary Higgins Clark that is both insightful and educational! Features You'll
Find Inside: *« 30 Multiple choice questions on the book, plots, characters and author ¢ Insightful
commentary to answer every question * Complementary quiz material for yourself or your reading
group * Results provided with scores to determine status Promising quality and value, come play
your trivia of a favorite book!

deck the halls mary higgins clark: On the Street Where You Live Mary Higgins Clark,
2011-11-29 A popular guest at many of the town's finest homes, he particularly enjoyed participating
in the sombre discussions about Martha's disappearance that still came up from time to time over



the dinner table. 'I could tell you about it, every little detail,' he said to himself with a self-satisfied
smile as he strolled the boardwalk, exchanging pleasantries with good friends he met along the way.
'‘But of course I won't. That's our secret: mine and Martha's.' In the gripping new novel from the
Queen of Suspense, a young woman is haunted by two murders that are closely linked - despite the
one hundred and ten years that separate them. Following the acrimonious breakup of her marriage
and the searing experience of being pursued by an obsessed stalker, criminal defense attorney Emily
Graham accepts an offer to leave Albany and work in a major law firm in Manhattan. Feeling a need
for roots, she buys her ancestral home, a restored Victorian house in the historic New Jersey seaside
resort town of Spring Lake. Her family had sold the house in 1892, after one of Emily's forebears,
Madeline Shapley, then still a young girl, disappeared. Now, more than a century later, as the house
is being renovated and the backyard excavated for a pool, the skeleton of a young woman is found.
She is identified as Martha Lawrence, who had disappeared from Spring Lake over four years ago.
Within her skeletal hand is the finger bone of another woman with a ring still on it - a Shapley family
heirloom. In seeking to find the link between her family's past and the recent murder, Emily
becomes a threat to a devious and seductive killer, who has chosen her as his next victim.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Santa Cruise Mary Higgins Clark, Carol Higgins Clark,
2009-10-27 Embarking on a mystery seminar cruise during the holiday season, amateur sleuth
Alvirah, private detective Regan, and their family members find their voyage overshadowed by a
ghost spotting, the disappearance of a fan, and an unexpected storm.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Encyclopedia of the American Novel Abby H. P.
Werlock, 2015-04-22 Praise for the print edition: ... no other reference work on American fiction
brings together such an array of authors and texts as this.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Great Authors of Mystery, Horror & Thrillers Britannica
Educational Publishing, 2014-01-01 Mysteries, horror stories, and thrillers keep readers' hearts
pounding and their bodies firmly planted on the edge of their seats. The authors who have provided
some of the greatest literary adrenaline rushes in history are profiled in this book. These individuals
challenge readers to solve crimes, delve into the supernatural, and face their deepest fears[jall in the
name of entertainment and edification. By examining the lives of many of the writers behind these
popular works[Jincluding Raymond Chandler, Agatha Christie, John Grisham, Stephanie Meyer, and
Bram Stoker[Jreaders will also learn about the evolution of these genres, as well as the impetus
behind the creation of many best-selling titles therein.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Mobbed Carol Higgins Clark, 2012-03-27 Private
investigator Regan Reilly and her husband, Jack, head of the NYPD Major Case Squad, become
involved with a case that takes them from Cape May through the casinos and boardwalks of Atlantic
City to the music halls and restaurants of Asbury Park.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: The Lottery Winner Mary Higgins Clark, 2000-05-25 Mary
Higgins Clark, the bestselling “Queen of Suspense,” returns with Alvirah Meehan—one of her most
beloved characters—in these six dazzling, intertwined, and thrilling tales of sleuthing and suspense.
Together with her devoted mate, the ever-resourceful Alvirah has jumped into crime solving on a
grand scale—and with her indomitable spirit and style. Among their many adventures, Alvirah and
Willy find a dead actress in their Central Park South condominium upon their return from London in
“The Body in the Closet.” Needing a break from the big city, they escape to Cape Cod—only to meet
a would-be heiress framed for murder in “Death on the Cape.” When Alvirah and Willy seek the
tranquility of the Cypress Point Spa, it’s the perfect getaway—until a jewel thief turns up in “The
Lottery Winner.” Back in Manhattan, the search for a neighbor’s missing newborn makes for a
suspense-filled Christmas in “Bye, Baby Bunting.” The perfect collection for both Mary Higgins Clark
and mystery fans, the stories in The Lottery Winner will keep you on the edge of your seat and leave
you breathless!

deck the halls mary higgins clark: No Place Like Home Mary Higgins Clark, 2011-11-29 Liza
Barclay, aged 10, shot her mother while trying to protect her from her violent stepfather, ex-FBI
agent Charley Foster. Despite her stepfather's claim that it was a deliberate act, the Juvenile Court



ruled the death an accident. Many people, however, agreed with Foster and tabloids compared Liza
to the infamous murderess, Lizzie Borden, pointing even to the similarity in name. Growing up with
adoptive parents who tried to erase every trace of her past, her name is changed to Celia. Always,
though, the fear hung over her and the family - that someday, her vengeful stepfather would
reappear to harm her. Aged 25, a successful interior designer, she marries a childless sixty-year old
widower and they have a son. Before their marriage, she had confided her earlier life to her
husband. Two years on, on his deathbed, he tells her that he would want her to re-marry, but makes
her swear never to reveal her past to anyone, so that their son would not carry the burden of this
family tragedy - a promise that plunges her into a new cycle of violence. Three years later, happily
re-married, Celia is shocked when her second husband presents her with a gift -- the house where
she killed her mother. When the real estate agent who has made the sale recognises her and, soon
after, is murdrered, Celia is accused of the crime. Once again, she is home -- the place where she is
stamped as a murderess.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Loves Music, Loves To Dance Mary Higgins Clark,
2024-05-07 New York's trendy magazines are a source of peril when a killer enacts a bizarre dance
of death, using the personal ads to lure his victims. And if the killer has his way, decorator Darcy
Scott will be his next date. Full of characters like people we know, in situations that suddenly,
grippingly, get turned inside out.--Cosmopolitan.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: LACED Carol Higgins Clark, 2011-11-29 Private
Investigator Regan Reilly and her new husband, Jack, head of the NYPD Major Case Squad, are off to
Ireland. But their very first night at romantic Hennessy Castle is interrupted by a fire alarm that
distracts hotel employees from the theft of a valuable antique lace tablecloth out of the castle's
memorabilia room. A taunting note is left for Jack by the culprits -- a notorious pair of jewel thieves
whom he has been pursuing for over a year. Disguised as an elderly couple, they had checked out in
the midst of the mayhem. Regan's cousin Gerard Reilly, a Galway resident, is eager to help with the
hunt, but their search takes as many twists and turns as the winding country roads of the Emerald
Isle.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: HITCHED Carol Higgins Clark, 2011-11-29 Regan Reilly
and Jack no relation Reilly -- head of the NYPD Major Case Squad -- are getting married! Arriving at
a bridal salon to pick up her dream gown, Regan discovers the designers bound and gagged. Four
dresses (hers included!) are missing; a fifth is in shreds on the floor. With just a week before her
wedding, Regan takes the case, meeting an unusual mix of brides and grooms-to-be, or not-to-be.
Meanwhile, Jack is determined to crack a perplexing series of rainy-day bank robberies -- before his
upcoming nuptials.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: I HEARD THAT SONG BEFORE Mary Higgins Clark,
2011-11-29 When Kay Lansing marries wealthy widower Peter Carrington, she is well aware of the
rumours surrounding the mysterious death of Peter's first wife Grace, who was found floating in the
family pool ten years ago, pregnant at the time. Kay also discovers that Peter is a chronic
sleepwalker who suffers from periodic nightmares. When the police arrive at her doorstep with a
warrant for Peter's arrest in connection with another murder - that of a woman Peter had escorted
to a high school senior prom twenty-two years ago - Kay begins to fear that she has married a
sleepwalking murderer, and she resolves to find out the truth behind the puzzling deaths. But are
the two deaths linked? And why does a melody that Kay cannot identify keep playing in her head
every time she approaches the family chapel?

deck the halls mary higgins clark: FLEECED Carol Higgins Clark, 2011-11-29 Regan Reilly --
the smart, saucy sleuth featured in all of Carol Higgins Clark's bestsellers -- is in New York attending
a crime conference organized by her celebrity-author mother...and enjoying time with a new beau,
Jack no relation Reilly. It's not long before trouble finds her: a family friend, Thomas Pilsner -- the
president of the Settlers' Club on Gramercy Park -- desperately needs help. Two Settlers are dead,
diamonds they were donating to the flagging club have vanished, and Thomas is rapidly becoming
the prime suspect on all counts. As sharp as ever, Regan sets about solving the mystery of the



disappearing diamonds and dead donors in order to save Thomas' neck...before the real killer finds
him.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: Moonlight Becomes You Mary Higgins Clark, 2024-04-09
From Queen of Suspense Mary Higgins Clark, a thriller “that grabs you with the first paragraph and
never let’s go” (USA TODAY) about a woman desperate to uncover the truth behind her beloved
stepmother’s death. At a party in Manhattan, Maggie Holloway—one of the fashion world’s most
successful photographers—is thrilled to be reunited with her beloved stepmother. A widow now,
Nuala Moore is equally delighted to see her long-lost stepdaughter, and she invites Maggie to spend
a few weeks at her home in Newport, Rhode Island. But when Maggie arrives, she finds Nuala
murdered, apparently by a burglar. Heartbroken, Maggie is stunned to learn she had inherited
Nuala’s stunning Victorian home...and horrified when she begins to suspect that Nuala’s death was
not random but part of a diabolical plot conceived by a twisted mind. When Nuala’s dear old friend,
Greta Shipley, dies suddenly of supposedly natural causes, Maggie is convinced that there is a link
between these two and other recent deaths among the older women of Newport. What she doesn’t
realize is that she has now become a target for the killer as well, and that each clue she uncovers
brings her closer to an unimaginable fate.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: The Anastasia Syndrome Mary Higgins Clark, 2000-05-25
A collection of short stories from bestselling author and Queen of Suspense, Mary Higgins Clark. In
the short novel The Anastasia Syndrome, prominent historical writer Judith Chase is living in London
and preparing for her marriage to Sir Stephen Hallett, expected to become England's next Prime
Minister. Orphaned during World War II, Judith wants to trace her origins. In this quest, she goes to
a renowned psychiatrist and becomes the victim of his experiments in regression. When a woman in
a dark green cape sets off bombs in London, Sir Stephen and Judith are faced with an intangible,
mysterious force threatening their very existence. Obsessive love is the subject of Terror Stalks the
Class Reunion; psychic contact with a dead twin sister is the only defense against a murder in
Double Vision; Lucky Day, compared to O. Henry's The Gift of the Magi, begins premonition of
imminent danger; in The Lost Angel, mother follows her intuition in a harrowing search for her
missing child.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: A Cry In The Night Mary Higgins Clark, 2000-05-25 In this
gripping novel from the New York Times bestselling Queen of Suspense, a young mother in a new
marriage begins to question just how well she knows her husband—and if she and her children are
safe in his beautiful but isolated home. When single mother of two Jenny MacPartland meets the
man of her dreams while working in a New York art gallery, she’s ecstatic. Painter Erich
Krueger—whose exquisite landscapes are making him a huge success—is handsome, sensitive, and
utterly in love with her. They marry quickly—despite concerns expressed by Jenny’s friends and
family—and Jenny plans to create a loving home with her two daughters on Erich’s vast Minnesota
farm. But once there, Erich’s mask begins to slip, and Jenny slowly realizes he is not the man she
first met. He acts strangely, spends long periods of time alone in his “off limits” cabin, and grows
more possessive of Jenny. Initially writing these off as the eccentricities of an artist, the lonely days
and eerie nights begin to strain her nerves to the breaking point and test her sanity. Caught in a
whirlpool of shattering events, Jenny soon unearths a past more terrifying than she dares
imagine—tragic secrets that threaten her marriage, her children, and her life.

deck the halls mary higgins clark: PRETEND YOU DON'T SEE HER Mary Higgins Clark,
2011-11-29 What happens when a young woman is accidentally caught up in a dangerous murder
investigation, having merely been in the wrong place at the wrong time? Lacey Farrell, a rising star
on the Manhattan real estate scene, is witness to a murder - and to the final words of the victim. The
dying woman is convinced her attacker was after her dead daughter's journal, which Lacey gives to
the police, but not before making a copy for herself. It's an impulse that later proves nearly fatal.
Placed in the witness protection programme and sent to live in Minneapolis, Lacey must assume a
fake identity, at least until the killer can be brought to trial. There she meets Tom Lynch, a radio
talk-show host whom she tentatively begins to date - until the strain of her deception makes her



break it off. Then she discovers the killer has traced her whereabouts. Armed with nothing more
than her own courage and clues from the journal, Lacey heads back to New York determined to
uncover who is behind the deaths of the two women... before she is the next casualty.
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