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Craftsman Push Lawn Mower Model 917 Parts Diagram: A Detailed Guide to
Understanding Your Mower

craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram is an essential tool for anyone
looking to maintain, repair, or simply understand the inner workings of their lawn mower.
Whether you're a seasoned DIY enthusiast or a first-time mower owner, having a clear and
detailed parts diagram can save you time, money, and frustration. In this article, we’ll
walk through the various components of the Craftsman 917 push lawn mower, explain how
to interpret the parts diagram, and share some handy tips for maintenance and repairs.

Why Understanding the Craftsman Push Lawn
Mower Model 917 Parts Diagram Matters

Before diving into the specifics, it’s important to appreciate why a parts diagram is so
valuable. The Craftsman push mower is a complex machine with many moving parts,
including the engine, blade assembly, wheels, and handle mechanisms. A well-labeled
parts diagram visually breaks down these components, showing how each piece fits
together. This is especially helpful when you need to replace a broken part or troubleshoot
a problem.

Having access to the Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram allows users
to:

- Identify part numbers for ordering replacements.

- Understand the assembly order and relationships between components.
- Diagnose issues more effectively by pinpointing problem areas.

- Perform routine maintenance with confidence.

Exploring the Key Components in the Craftsman
Push Lawn Mower Model 917 Parts Diagram

When you look at the Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram, you'll notice
it’s divided into several major sections. Each one corresponds to a specific system or
assembly within the mower. Here’s a breakdown of the main parts you’ll typically see and
what they do.



1. Engine Assembly

The heart of the mower, the engine assembly, is prominently featured in the diagram.
Commonly, the 917 model is equipped with a Briggs & Stratton or a similar reliable engine
brand, known for durability and ease of maintenance. The parts diagram will highlight:

- Carburetor

- Spark plug

- Air filter

- Flywheel

- Starter rope and pulley system

Understanding the layout here helps when performing tasks like replacing the spark plug,
cleaning the carburetor, or adjusting the choke.

2. Blade and Cutting Deck

The cutting deck is where the blade spins to trim your grass. The parts diagram outlines
every component related to the blade assembly, including:

- Blade itself

- Blade adapter and bolt

- Deck housing

- Blade brake mechanism (if applicable)

This section is crucial if you need to remove the blade for sharpening or replacement.
Knowing exactly how the blade attaches and which bolts to remove ensures safety and
efficiency.

3. Wheels and Height Adjustment Mechanism

Most Craftsman push mowers allow you to adjust the cutting height by changing the wheel
position. The parts diagram will illustrate:

- Front and rear wheels

- Axles and bearings

- Height adjustment levers or cams
- Springs and mounting brackets

If your mower isn’t cutting evenly or the wheels feel loose, this part of the diagram is
where you’ll find solutions.

4. Handle and Control Assembly



The handle assembly includes not only the physical handle but also the control levers that
engage the blade or engine. The diagram will detail:

- Upper and lower handle frames

- Control cables (such as the throttle or blade engagement cable)
- Safety lever (often called the bail lever)

- Knobs and fasteners

Proper understanding here helps when tightening loose handles or replacing worn control
cables.

How to Read and Use the Craftsman Push Lawn
Mower Model 917 Parts Diagram Effectively

Looking at a parts diagram can sometimes feel overwhelming, especially if you're not
familiar with mechanical drawings. Here are some tips to help you get the most out of
your Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram:

Start With the Big Picture

Begin by identifying the main sections—engine, blade, wheels, handle. This helps you
navigate the diagram without getting lost in tiny components.

Use Part Numbers

Each part in the diagram is usually assigned a number. These numbers correspond to a
parts list that provides the name and sometimes the specifications of the part. When
ordering replacements, having the exact part number is invaluable to avoid mistakes.

Follow the Assembly Sequence

Many diagrams are arranged in an exploded view format, showing parts in the order they
assemble. This can guide you when disassembling or reassembling your mower, ensuring
you don’t skip steps or lose small components.

Refer to the Owner’s Manual

While the parts diagram is a great visual tool, combining it with your Craftsman mower’s
owner’s manual provides additional context, such as torque specifications and
maintenance intervals.



Where to Find Authentic Craftsman Push Lawn
Mower Model 917 Parts Diagrams

If you don’t already have a parts diagram for your model 917 mower, there are several
reliable sources to obtain one:

- **(Official Sears PartsDirect Website:** Sears, the original retailer of Craftsman products,
offers free access to parts diagrams and manuals for many models. You can enter your
mower’s model number and find detailed exploded views.

- **Craftsman Customer Support:** Direct contact with Craftsman support can help you
get specific diagrams or advice tailored to your mower.

- *Third-Party Repair Websites:** Sites such as RepairClinic or Partstree often host parts
diagrams and sell OEM parts, often accompanied by user reviews.

- **Online Forums and Communities:** Lawn mower enthusiast groups and DIY forums
often share scanned manuals and diagrams, as well as helpful tips.

Practical Tips for Maintaining Your Craftsman
Push Lawn Mower Using the Parts Diagram

Having a parts diagram isn’t just for repairs—it can be a powerful tool in routine
maintenance. Here are some practical ways to use it:

e Identify Wear and Tear: Regularly inspect parts shown in the diagram to check for
cracks, rust, or damage, especially in the blade, wheels, and control cables.

¢ Order Replacement Parts Accurately: Use the part numbers from the diagram to
ensure you get the exact replacement component, avoiding compatibility issues.

e Perform Seasonal Tune-Ups: Before the mowing season begins, use the diagram to
check and replace the spark plug, clean the air filter, and lubricate moving parts.

e DIY Repairs: When you encounter issues like a stuck blade or a loose handle, the
diagram can guide you on which bolts to remove and how parts fit together.

Common Craftsman Push Lawn Mower Model 917
Parts Issues and How the Diagram Helps

Even the most well-maintained mowers can face common problems. Here’s how a
thorough understanding of the parts diagram can assist:



Blade Won’t Spin

A blade that won’t spin could be due to a faulty blade adapter, broken belt (if applicable),
or a jammed brake mechanism. The parts diagram shows you exactly how these parts
connect, so you can isolate the problem quickly.

Uneven Cutting Height

If your lawn mower isn’t cutting evenly, it might be from worn or misaligned wheels or a
malfunctioning height adjuster. The diagram helps identify the correct adjustment points
and parts that may need replacement.

Engine Starting Problems

Seeing the engine assembly on the diagram allows you to check components like the spark
plug, air filter, and starter rope. Replacing or cleaning these parts often resolves starting
issues.

Final Thoughts on Navigating the Craftsman Push
Lawn Mower Model 917 Parts Diagram

Understanding the Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram unlocks a
deeper knowledge of your lawn mower’s mechanics. It empowers you to tackle repairs
confidently, maintain your mower efficiently, and extend its lifespan. Taking the time to
familiarize yourself with the diagram can transform what might seem like a complicated
machine into a manageable and even enjoyable project.

Next time your mower needs a tune-up or a part replacement, refer to the parts diagram
first—it’s like having a roadmap to keep your mower running smoothly season after
season.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a parts diagram for the Craftsman
push lawn mower model 917?

You can find the parts diagram for the Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 on the
official Sears PartsDirect website or the Craftsman section of the Stanley Black & Decker
website, by entering your model number.



How do I identify the correct replacement parts using
the Craftsman 917 parts diagram?

Use the parts diagram to match the part numbers and names with the components on your
mower. Cross-reference the part number with the list provided to ensure you order the
exact replacement part.

Is there a downloadable PDF version of the Craftsman
push mower model 917 parts diagram?

Yes, many authorized parts websites and Sears PartsDirect offer downloadable PDF
versions of the parts diagram for Craftsman model 917 push mowers for easier reference.

Can I use the Craftsman 917 parts diagram to repair
common issues like blade replacement or wheel repair?

Absolutely. The parts diagram details all components, including blades, wheels, and
handles, helping you identify the parts needed for repairs such as blade replacement or
wheel maintenance.

Are there different parts diagrams for various sub-
models of the Craftsman 917 push lawn mower?

Yes, some variations of the Craftsman 917 model may have different parts diagrams. It's
important to verify the full model number and serial number to get the correct diagram for
your specific mower.

What should I do if the parts diagram for my Craftsman
917 mower is not available online?

If the parts diagram isn't available online, you can contact Craftsman customer support or
visit a local authorized service center for assistance in obtaining the correct parts diagram
and ordering parts.

Additional Resources
Craftsman Push Lawn Mower Model 917 Parts Diagram: A Detailed Exploration

craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram serves as an indispensable
resource for lawn mower owners, repair technicians, and DIY enthusiasts seeking to
maintain or repair their equipment efficiently. Understanding the intricate layout of this
mower's components is vital for troubleshooting mechanical issues, sourcing replacement
parts, and ensuring optimal performance. This article undertakes a comprehensive
analysis of the Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram, highlighting its
significance, key components, and practical applications in the realm of lawn mower
maintenance.



The Importance of the Craftsman Push Lawn
Mower Model 917 Parts Diagram

The parts diagram is more than just a schematic; it functions as a roadmap to the mower’s
mechanical structure. For the Craftsman 917 model, which has established itself as a
reliable and user-friendly push lawn mower, having access to a detailed parts diagram is
crucial. It not only facilitates accurate identification of parts but also aids in
understanding how individual components interact within the mower’s overall system.

Craftsman push lawn mowers are known for their durability and ease of use, but like any
mechanical device, they require routine maintenance and occasional repairs. Without a
clear parts diagram, users may struggle to distinguish between similar components such
as the blade assembly, engine parts, or the drive system. The model 917 parts diagram
eliminates this ambiguity by providing a visual breakdown of each element, complete with
part numbers and assembly instructions.

Key Components Featured in the Model 917 Parts
Diagram

The Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram typically includes a
comprehensive listing of all mechanical and structural components. Some of the essential
parts highlighted in the schematic include:

¢ Engine Assembly: Central to the mower’s operation, the engine assembly comprises
the carburetor, spark plug, air filter, and recoil starter. The diagram illustrates how
each engine part fits together and connects to other systems.

e Blade and Cutting Deck: The cutting blade, blade bolt, and deck housing are
clearly outlined, showing how the blade mounts and how it interfaces with the
mower’s drive mechanism.

e Handle Assembly: This includes the upper and lower handle segments, control
cables, and safety levers. The parts diagram often details the routing of cables to
ensure proper functionality of the throttle and brake controls.

* Wheels and Axles: The diagram displays front and rear wheel assemblies, including
axle mounts and height adjustment levers, which are crucial for maneuverability and
cutting height customization.

¢ Drive and Transmission Components: For self-propelled variants within the 917
series, the parts diagram will include transmission gears, belts, and drive shafts,
enabling users to locate and replace worn or damaged drive parts.



How to Use the Craftsman Push Lawn Mower Model 917
Parts Diagram Effectively

Accessing and interpreting the parts diagram is the first step towards effective mower
maintenance. Here are some practical tips for leveraging this resource:

1. Identify the Problem Area: Begin by pinpointing the malfunction or wear issue.
Use the diagram to locate the relevant subsystem—whether it’s the engine, blade
assembly, or wheels.

2. Cross-Reference Part Numbers: The diagram often lists unique part numbers
adjacent to each component. This facilitates accurate ordering of replacement parts
from authorized dealers or online marketplaces.

3. Follow Assembly Sequences: Many diagrams illustrate the order in which parts
are assembled or disassembled. Following these sequences prevents damage and
ensures correct reassembly.

4. Consult the Owner’s Manual: While the parts diagram provides a visual guide,
pairing it with the mower’s owner’s manual enhances understanding of operational
context and safety precautions.

Comparing the Craftsman 917 Parts Diagram with
Other Models

Craftsman offers a range of push lawn mowers, each with unique mechanical layouts and
features. When compared to other models, the 917 series distinguishes itself with a
relatively straightforward design, making its parts diagram more accessible for users with
varying levels of mechanical expertise.

For instance, higher-end Craftsman models may include more complex features such as
variable speed transmissions or electric start mechanisms, reflected in more intricate
parts diagrams. Conversely, older or less feature-rich models present simpler diagrams
but might lack detailed labeling. The 917 parts diagram strikes a balance by offering
detailed labeling of critical components without overwhelming the user.

Furthermore, the availability and clarity of the model 917 parts diagram on official
platforms and third-party repair websites have improved maintenance accessibility. This
contrasts with some discontinued or legacy models where parts diagrams are harder to
procure.



Pros and Cons of Relying on the Parts Diagram for
Repairs

Using the Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram provides several
advantages but also presents certain limitations:

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Facilitates accurate identification of parts to be replaced.

o

Enables DIY repairs reducing service costs.

[¢]

Helps understand the assembly order, minimizing reassembly errors.

[¢]

Assists in ordering genuine replacement parts, ensuring compatibility and
longevity.

e Cons:

o May be challenging for novices to interpret complex mechanical relationships
without technical background.

o Parts diagrams do not provide diagnostic instructions or troubleshooting
guides.

o Some components might look similar in diagrams, requiring additional
verification steps.

Where to Find the Craftsman Push Lawn Mower
Model 917 Parts Diagram

Access to an accurate and detailed parts diagram is critical. Several reliable sources offer
the Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram:

e Official Craftsman Website: The manufacturer’s site often provides downloadable
PDFs of parts diagrams and user manuals.

e Authorized Service Centers: Repair shops and service centers may supply printed
or digital diagrams when servicing the mower.



¢ Online Parts Retailers: Websites specializing in lawn mower parts frequently host
exploded diagrams alongside their product listings.

¢ Community Forums and Repair Websites: Enthusiast forums and DIY repair sites
sometimes share scanned diagrams and repair guides contributed by users.

It is advisable to verify the diagram’s relevance by cross-checking the model number and
manufacturing year, as minor design changes can affect part compatibility.

Practical Applications of the Parts Diagram in
Maintenance

A well-understood parts diagram transforms routine maintenance from a daunting task
into a manageable process. For example, when replacing the mower blade, the diagram
shows the exact placement of the blade bolt, washers, and any spacers. This prevents
common errors such as incorrect blade orientation or inadequate fastening, which can
compromise safety and cutting performance.

Similarly, for carburetor servicing, the diagram outlines the linkage between the throttle
cable and carburetor lever, enabling precise adjustment for optimal engine performance.
Wheel replacement or height adjustment also benefits from the visual cues provided,
ensuring proper alignment and secure attachment.

Craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram is thus a foundational tool that
supports not only repairs but also preventative maintenance, ultimately extending the
mower’s operational life.

In essence, the craftsman push lawn mower model 917 parts diagram is a critical asset
that empowers owners and technicians with the knowledge needed to maintain, repair,
and optimize the mower’s functionality. By providing a clear visual representation of all
components and their interrelations, it simplifies complex mechanical tasks and fosters
confidence in DIY lawn mower upkeep. Whether addressing engine issues, blade
replacement, or handle adjustments, this diagram remains an invaluable reference point
within the broader context of lawn mower care.
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