the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry

The Battle of Hastings Bayeux Tapestry: A Visual Chronicle of History

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry is not just a remarkable piece of medieval art; it
is a vivid storytelling medium that captures one of the most significant events in English
history. This embroidered cloth, stretching nearly 70 meters long, offers an extraordinary
visual narrative of the Norman conquest of England in 1066. For history enthusiasts, artists,
and scholars alike, the Bayeux Tapestry serves as an invaluable window into the past,
revealing details about the battle, the people involved, and the culture of the time.

The Origins and Creation of the Bayeux Tapestry

The Bayeux Tapestry was likely commissioned in the 11th century, soon after the Norman
victory at Hastings. While the exact patron remains a subject of debate, many historians
believe it was created under the auspices of Bishop Odo of Bayeux, William the Conqueror’s
half-brother. The tapestry was designed to commemorate and legitimize William’s claim to
the English throne, weaving together propaganda and historical record.

Materials and Techniques

Unlike traditional tapestries woven on looms, the Bayeux Tapestry is technically an
embroidery, made by stitching colored wool yarns onto a linen background. The vibrant
colors—primarily reds, blues, greens, and yellows—have remarkably endured through
centuries. The embroidery technique, known as stem stitch for outlines and laid work for
filling, demonstrates the high level of craftsmanship achieved by medieval artisans.

Where and How It Was Made

Scholars suggest that the tapestry was produced in England, possibly in Canterbury, where
skilled Anglo-Saxon embroiderers lived. This theory is supported by the style of stitching
and the iconography, which blends Norman and Anglo-Saxon artistic elements. The project
would have required a team of embroiderers working over several months, carefully
following a detailed design that narrated the events leading up to and following the Battle
of Hastings.

Depicting the Battle of Hastings: A Story in
Stitches

The tapestry’s primary purpose is to depict the events surrounding the Battle of Hastings,
fought on October 14, 1066. This battle marked the Norman conquest of England and



drastically altered the course of English history.

Key Scenes lllustrated

The Bayeux Tapestry unfolds in a chronological sequence, beginning with Edward the
Confessor’s death and ending with William the Conqueror’s coronation. Some of the most
compelling scenes include:

e Harold’s Oath: An image of Harold Godwinson swearing an oath to Duke William,
which William later claimed was broken, serving as a justification for the invasion.

e The Norman Fleet: Depictions of ships sailing across the English Channel,
highlighting the logistical feat of the Norman invasion.

* The Battle Itself: Detailed representations of combat, including archers, cavalry
charges, and the death of Harold, famously illustrated with an arrow to his eye.

o Aftermath and Coronation: William’s triumph and his acceptance as King of
England.

These scenes provide a narrative not only of the battle but also of the political and military
strategies involved.

Historical Accuracy and Artistic Interpretation

While immensely valuable as a historical source, the Bayeux Tapestry is not a photographic
record. It blends fact with artistic license and Norman propaganda. For example, the
portrayal of Harold’s oath and his death serves to legitimize William’s claim and vilify
Harold’s rebellion. The tapestry also omits certain perspectives, such as that of the Anglo-
Saxons, focusing instead on Norman viewpoints.

Despite this, the tapestry remains an essential visual text, offering insights into 11th-
century armor, weaponry, ships, and fashion that written records alone cannot provide.

The Bayeux Tapestry’s Significance in Modern
Times

Today, the Bayeux Tapestry is housed in the Musée de la Tapisserie de Bayeux in
Normandy, France. It attracts thousands of visitors each year who come to witness this
medieval masterpiece firsthand.



Preservation and Display

Given its age and fragility, preserving the tapestry is a significant challenge. Experts have
carefully restored and maintained the embroidery to prevent further deterioration. The
tapestry is displayed under controlled lighting and climate conditions to protect the delicate
fibers.

Influence on Popular Culture and Education

The tapestry has inspired countless books, documentaries, and exhibitions. Educators use it
as a teaching tool to bring the story of the Norman conquest alive for students, helping
them visualize the complexities of medieval warfare and politics.

Moreover, the tapestry’s dynamic storytelling style has influenced modern graphic novels
and visual histories, demonstrating the enduring power of combining art with narrative to
capture historical moments.

Exploring the Battle of Hastings Beyond the
Tapestry

While the Bayeux Tapestry offers a vivid depiction, understanding the battle also involves
looking at archaeological findings, written chronicles, and other artifacts from the period.

Archaeological Insights

Excavations at the battlefield site near Hastings have uncovered weapons, armor
fragments, and mass graves, corroborating many details seen in the tapestry. These
discoveries provide tangible proof of the battle’s scale and ferocity, enriching our
understanding of the conflict.

Comparing Written Chronicles

The tapestry’s visual narrative complements works like the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and
writings by Norman historians such as William of Poitiers. Together, these sources paint a
fuller picture of the political tensions, alliances, and consequences of the conquest.

Understanding the Cultural Impact

The Battle of Hastings reshaped England’s language, law, and land ownership structures.
The tapestry, by immortalizing this event, helps us appreciate how a single moment in



history can ripple through centuries, influencing national identity and cultural heritage.

Tips for Visiting the Bayeux Tapestry

If you plan to see the Bayeux Tapestry in person, a few tips can enhance your experience:

e Book Tickets in Advance: The museum can get busy, especially during tourist
seasons, so securing your entry beforehand is wise.

* Take a Guided Tour: Expert guides provide context and highlight details you might
miss on your own.

e Use the Audio Guide: Many museums offer audio tours that explain each scene’s
significance and historical background.

e Allow Plenty of Time: The tapestry’s length means a slow, careful viewing is
rewarding. Don’t rush through it.

e Explore Nearby Attractions: Bayeux itself is rich in medieval history, including its
cathedral and museums.

The Battle of Hastings Bayeux Tapestry: A
Lasting Legacy

The Bayeux Tapestry remains one of the most extraordinary artifacts from the medieval
period. Through its intricate embroidery and storytelling, it breathes life into the Battle of
Hastings, making a complicated historical event accessible and engaging. Whether you're a

history buff, an art lover, or simply curious, exploring this unique tapestry offers a
fascinating glimpse into the past and the power of visual storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bayeux Tapestry?

The Bayeux Tapestry is an embroidered cloth nearly 70 meters long that visually narrates
the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings in 1066 and the battle itself.

How does the Bayeux Tapestry depict the Battle of



Hastings?

The Bayeux Tapestry depicts the Battle of Hastings through detailed embroidered scenes
showing the Norman invasion, key figures like William the Conqueror and Harold
Godwinson, and the combat between their armies.

Why is the Bayeux Tapestry important for
understanding the Battle of Hastings?

The Bayeux Tapestry is important because it provides a contemporary visual record of the
Battle of Hastings and the Norman conquest, offering insights into the armor, weapons, and
events of the period.

When was the Bayeux Tapestry created?

The Bayeux Tapestry was created in the 11th century, likely within a few years after the
Battle of Hastings in 1066, possibly commissioned by Bishop Odo, William the Conqueror’s
half-brother.

Where can the Bayeux Tapestry be viewed today?

The Bayeux Tapestry is housed and displayed at the Bayeux Museum in Bayeux, Normandy,
France, where it attracts many visitors interested in medieval history.

Additional Resources

The Battle of Hastings Bayeux Tapestry: A Visual Chronicle of Medieval Conquest

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry stands as one of the most remarkable and
enduring artifacts of medieval Europe, offering a vivid and intricate visual narrative of the
pivotal 1066 Battle of Hastings. This embroidered cloth, nearly 70 meters long, not only
illustrates the events leading up to and during the battle but also serves as a unique
historical document that bridges art, storytelling, and political propaganda. Scholars,
historians, and art enthusiasts continue to study the Bayeux Tapestry for its insights into
Norman and Anglo-Saxon culture, warfare, and the complex politics of the era.

Historical Context and Significance of the Bayeux
Tapestry

The Battle of Hastings was a decisive encounter between the Norman-French army, led by
William the Conqueror, and the Anglo-Saxon forces under King Harold II. The tapestry’s
creation shortly after the event suggests it was commissioned to legitimize William’s claim
to the English throne. Unlike traditional written chronicles, the tapestry presents a
sequential pictorial narrative that complements the historical accounts provided by sources
like the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and William of Poitiers’ writings.



Crafted sometime in the late 11th century, the Bayeux Tapestry measures approximately
50 centimeters in height and is embroidered on linen using colored wool yarn. It comprises
a series of scenes, each meticulously detailed, depicting key moments such as Harold’s
oath to William, the preparations for invasion, the battle itself, and the death of King
Harold. The tapestry’s blend of text and imagery makes it an invaluable resource for
understanding medieval iconography and the transmission of historical memory.

The Artistic and Technical Features of the Bayeux
Tapestry

One cannot discuss the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry without acknowledging its
remarkable artistic qualities. The embroidery technique employs stem stitch for outlines
and laid work for filling, providing clarity and vibrancy to the scenes. The colors—primarily
terracotta, blue-green, olive, and gold—enhance the narrative’s readability and aesthetic
appeal.

The tapestry’s style is notable for its combination of realism and symbolism. Figures are
stylized rather than anatomically precise, yet gestures and compositions convey clear
actions and emotions. Horses, ships, weapons, and armor are depicted with considerable
attention to detail, offering modern historians visual evidence of 11th-century military
equipment and maritime technology.

Moreover, the inclusion of Latin inscriptions throughout the tapestry serves both descriptive
and interpretive functions. These brief captions help identify characters and events,
anchoring the visual story in a textual framework. This interplay between image and text
was innovative for the period and contributes to the tapestry’s enduring fascination.

Analyzing the Narrative and Symbolism

The tapestry is not merely a historical record; it also functions as a piece of Norman
propaganda. The narrative emphasizes William’s rightful claim to the English throne and
frames Harold’s actions, especially his alleged oath-breaking, as betrayal. This portrayal
justifies the Norman invasion and William’s subsequent rule.

One of the most iconic scenes is the depiction of Harold’s death, where arrows are shown
piercing his eye—a detail that has sparked debates among historians regarding its accuracy
and symbolism. This moment is dramatized to highlight the divine sanction of William’s
victory and the violent end of Anglo-Saxon resistance.

Throughout the tapestry, symbolic elements reinforce political messages. For example, the
use of banners, the positioning of figures, and the depiction of battle formations
communicate order and legitimacy. Ships are portrayed with distinctive Norman styles,
underscoring the maritime prowess that enabled the conquest. The tapestry thus operates
on multiple levels: as a historical chronicle, a political statement, and a work of art.



Comparisons with Other Medieval Artifacts

When compared to other medieval visual narratives, the Bayeux Tapestry is unique in
scope and detail. Unlike illuminated manuscripts, which are smaller and often
commissioned for private devotion, the tapestry was a public display piece, likely intended
to be viewed collectively. Its sequential storytelling approach is akin to early comic strips,
making complex historical events accessible to a largely illiterate audience.

Other contemporaneous artifacts, such as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle manuscripts or the
Domesday Book, rely on text and are less visually engaging. The tapestry’s ability to
combine image and text to narrate history is a pioneering form of multimedia storytelling in
the medieval period.

Preservation, Display, and Modern Relevance

The Bayeux Tapestry’s survival over nearly a millennium is remarkable given its
vulnerability to environmental damage and historical upheavals. Currently housed in the
Bayeux Museum in Normandy, France, it is carefully preserved and displayed under
controlled conditions to prevent deterioration.

Its influence extends beyond the museum walls. The tapestry has inspired numerous
reproductions, studies, and exhibitions worldwide. It remains a focal point for discussions
about medieval history, Norman identity, and the power of visual storytelling in shaping
collective memory.

Pros and Cons of the Bayeux Tapestry as a Historical
Source

e Pros: Provides visual insight into 11th-century armor, shipbuilding, and battle tactics;
offers a narrative perspective from the Norman side; combines text and image for
enhanced understanding.

e Cons: Contains potential bias as Norman propaganda; certain details, such as

Harold’s death, may be exaggerated or symbolic rather than factual; lacks Anglo-
Saxon viewpoint, limiting historical balance.

Despite these limitations, the tapestry remains a cornerstone of medieval studies, helping
historians reconstruct events that shaped English and European history.

The Battle of Hastings Tapestry in Popular Culture



The battle of hastings bayeux tapestry has permeated popular culture, influencing films,
literature, and educational materials. Its vivid imagery provides a visual shorthand for
medieval warfare and conquest, often referenced in documentaries and reenactments.
Educational programs utilize the tapestry to engage students with primary sources,
illustrating the value of combining art and history in pedagogy.

In contemporary art and media, the tapestry’s style has been adapted to comment on
modern conflicts and political struggles, demonstrating its lasting symbolic power.

The Bayeux Tapestry remains not only a window into the past but a dynamic cultural
artifact that continues to inform and inspire. Its visual storytelling transcends centuries,
inviting ongoing exploration of the complex narratives surrounding the Battle of Hastings
and the Norman conquest of England.

The Battle Of Hastings Bayeux Tapestry
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the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry Carola Hicks, 2011-07-31 The
vivid scenes on the Bayeux Tapestry depict the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings in 1066. It
is one of Europe's greatest treasures and its own story is full of drama and surprise. Who
commissioned the tapestry? Was it Bishop Odo, William's ruthless half-brother? Or Harold's dynamic
sister Edith, juggling for a place in the new court? Hicks shows us this world and the miracle of the
tapestry's making: the stitches, dyes and strange details in the margins. For centuries it lay ignored
in Bayeux cathedral until its 'discovery' in the eighteenth century. It became a symbol of power as
well as art: townsfolk saved it during the French Revolution; Napoleon displayed it to promote his
own conquest; the Nazis strove to make it their own; and its influence endures today. This
marvellous book, packed with thrilling stories, shows how we remake history in every age and how a
great work of art has a life of its own.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: A Needle in the Right Hand of God R. Howard Bloch,
2009-09-23 The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile-an exquisite 230-foot-long
embroidered panorama depicting the events surrounding the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is also
one of history’s most mysterious and compelling works of art. This haunting stitched account of the
battle that redrew the map of medieval Europe has inspired dreams of theft, waves of nationalism,
visions of limitless power, and esthetic rapture. In his fascinating new book, Yale professor R.
Howard Bloch reveals the history, the hidden meaning, the deep beauty, and the enduring allure of
this astonishing piece of cloth. Bloch opens with a gripping account of the event that inspired the
Tapestry: the swift, bloody Battle of Hastings, in which the Norman bastard William defeated the
Anglo-Saxon king, Harold, and laid claim to England under his new title, William the Conqueror. But
to truly understand the connection between battle and embroidery, one must retrace the web of
international intrigue and scandal that climaxed at Hastings. Bloch demonstrates how, with
astonishing intimacy and immediacy, the artisans who fashioned this work of textile art brought to
life a moment that changed the course of British culture and history. Every age has cherished the
Tapestry for different reasons and read new meaning into its enigmatic words and images. French
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nationalists in the mid-nineteenth century, fired by Tapestry’s evocation of military glory, unearthed
the lost French epic “The Song of Roland,” which Norman troops sang as they marched to victory in
1066. As the Nazis tightened their grip on Europe, Hitler sent a team to France to study the
Tapestry, decode its Nordic elements, and, at the end of the war, with Paris under siege, bring the
precious cloth to Berlin. The richest horde of buried Anglo-Saxon treasure, the matchless beauty of
Byzantine silk, Aesop’s strange fable “The Swallow and the Linseed,” the colony that Anglo-Saxon
nobles founded in the Middle East following their defeat at Hastings-all are brilliantly woven into
Bloch’s riveting narrative. Seamlessly integrating Norman, Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine
elements, the Bayeux Tapestry ranks with Chartres and the Tower of London as a crowning
achievement of medieval Europe. And yet, more than a work of art, the Tapestry served as the
suture that bound up the wounds of 1066. Enhanced by a stunning full-color insert that includes
reproductions of the complete Tapestry, A Needle in the Right Hand of God will stand with The
Professor and the Madman and How the Irish Saved Civilization as a triumph of popular history.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry David Musgrove,
Michael Lewis, 2021-04-01 Political intrigue and treachery, heroism and brutal violence, victory and
defeat all this is depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry, an epic account of one of the pivotal episodes in
English history embroidered on a strip of linen. Famously, it shows the stricken Anglo-Saxon king
Harold dying on the battlefield of Hastings in 1066 amid a shower of arrows, as axes clash, spears
fly and fallen warriors are trampled beneath charging hooves. However, there is much more to this
remarkable historical and artistic treasure, which tells its tale with an intensity and immediacy that
speak to our modern world, almost 1,000 years after its creation. Many mysteries and questions still
surround this unique embroidery and not all is as it might appear at first glance. Who made it, when,
why, where and what for? David Musgrove and Michael Lewis skilfully lead us through the full story
of the Tapestry and the history it relates, providing illuminating insight into a world of fascinating
details that might otherwise be overlooked or their significance missed. They set the events in the
context of the machinations on either side of the English Channel in the years leading up to the
Norman Conquest, and tease out what the Tapestry tells us of the deeds of kings as well as aspects
of everyday life in medieval Europe. A complete and accessible up-to-date account, illustrated
throughout in colour with new photography, this is the definitive guide to the Bayeux Tapestry and
its legacy, exploring the rich narrative behind its stitches and the turbulent times in which it was
created.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry and the Battle of Hastings 1066
Mogens Rud, 1988

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry John Collingwood Bruce, 1856

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry Gale R. Owen-Crocker,
2023-05-31 This collection of fifteen papers ranges from the author's initial interest in the Tapestry
as a source of information on early medieval dress, through to her startling recognition of the
embroidery's sophisticated narrative structure. Developing the work of previous authors who had
identified graphic models for some of the images, she argues that not just the images themselves but
the contexts from which they were drawn should be taken in to account in 'reading' the messages of
the Tapestry. In further investigating the minds and hands behind this, the largest non-architectural
artefact surviving from the Middle Ages, she ranges over the seams, the embroidery stitches, the
language and artistry of the inscription, the potential significance of borders and the gestures of the
figures in the main register, always scrutinising detail informatively. She identifies an over-riding
conception and house style in the Tapestry, but also sees different hands at work in both needlecraft
and graphics. Most intriguingly, she recognises an sub-contractor with a Roman source and a
clownish wit. The author is Professor of Anglo-Saxon Culture at The University of Manchester, UK, a
specialist in Old English poetry, Anglo-Saxon material culture and medieval dress and textiles.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: 1066 Andrew Bridgeford, 2004 A brilliant new
reading of the Bayeux Tapestry that radically alters our understanding of the events of 1066 and
reveals the astonishing story of the survival of early medieval Europe's greatest treasure. The




Bayeux Tapestry was embroidered (it's not really a tapestry) in the late eleventh century. As an
artefact, it is priceless, incomparable - nothing of it's delicacy and texture, let alone wit, survives
from the period. As a pictorial story it is delightful: the first feature-length cartoon. As history it is
essential: it represents the moment of Britain's last conquest by a foreign army and celebrates the
Norman victory over the blinded Saxon Harold. Or does it? In this brilliant piece of detective
interpretation, Andrew Bridgeford looks at the narrative contained within the tapestry and has
discovered a wealth of new information. Who commissioned it? Who made it? Who is the singular
dwarf named as Turold? Why, in a work that celebrates a Norman conquest is the defeated Harold
treated so nobly? Is Harold indeed the victim of the arrow from the sky? And who is the figure
depicted in the tapestry who, at the moment of crisis for the Normans rallies the army just at the
point when it mistakenly believes William is dead and it will be defeated? Using the tapestry, the
book retells with vivid characterisation the story of the remaking of England in and after 1066. It is a
compelling story, as is the tale of the extraordinary survival of the tapestry itself: history has rarely
been writ so large, with such fine detail and yet been so veiled in mystery.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry John F. Szabo, Nicholas E.
Kuefler, 2015-06-18 Commanding its own museum and over 200 years of examination, observation
and scholarship, the monumental embroidery, known popularly as the Bayeux Tapestry and
documenting William the Conqueror’s invasion of England in October 1066, is perhaps the most
important surviving artifact of the Middle Ages. This magnificent textile, both celebrated and
panned, is both enigmatic artwork and confounding historical record. With over 1780 entries, Szabo
and Kuefler offer the largest and most heavily annotated bibliography on the Tapestry ever written.
Notably, the Bayeux Tapestry has produced some of the most compelling questions of the medieval
period: Who commissioned it and for what purpose? What was the intended venue for its display?
Who was the designer and who executed the enormous task of its manufacture? How does it inform
our understanding of eleventh-century life? And who was the mysterious Aelfgyva, depicted in the
Tapestry’s main register? This book is an effort to capture and describe the scholarship that
attempts to answer these questions. But the bibliography also reflects the popularity of the Tapestry
in literature covering a surprisingly broad array of subjects. The inclusion of this material will assist
future scholars who may study references to the work in contemporary non-fiction and popular
works as well as use of the Bayeux Tapestry as a primary and secondary source in the classroom.
The monographs, articles and other works cited in this bibliography reflect dozens of research areas.
Major themes are: the Tapestry as a source of information for eleventh-century material culture, its
role in telling the story of the Battle of Hastings and events leading up to the invasion, patronage of
the Tapestry, biographical detail on known historical figures in the Tapestry, arms and armor,
medieval warfare strategy and techniques, opus anglicanum (the Anglo-Saxon needlework tradition),
preservation and display of the artifact, the Tapestry’s place in medieval art, the embroidery’s
depiction of medieval and Romanesque architecture, and the life of the Bayeux Tapestry itself.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry Lucien Musset, 2005 The
story of the Bayeux Tapestry, an embroidered strip of linen telling the story of the events starting in
1064 that led up to the Battle of Hastings and the Norman Conquest of England in 1066

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry Pierre Bouet, 2004

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry David Musgrove,
Michael Lewis, 2021-06-08 The definitive and fully illustrated guide to the Bayeux Tapestry. The full
history of the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and the story of the tapestry itself. Most
people know that the Bayeux Tapestry depicts the moment when the last Anglo-Saxon king of
England, Harold Godwinson, was defeated at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 by his Norman
adversary William the Conqueror. However, there is much more to this historic treasure than merely
illustrating the outcome of this famous battle. Full of intrigue and violence, the tapestry depicts
everything from eleventh-century political and social life—including the political machinations on
both sides of the English Channel in the years leading up to the Norman Conquest—to the clash of
swords and stamp of hooves on the battle field. Drawing on the latest historical and scientific




research, authors David Musgrove and Michael Lewis have written the definitive book on the Bayeux
Tapestry, taking readers through its narrative, detailing the life of the tapestry in the centuries that
followed its creation, explaining how it got its name, and even offering a new possibility that neither
Harold nor William were the true intended king of England. Featuring stunning, full- color
photographs throughout, The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry explores the complete tale behind this
medieval treasure that continues to amaze nearly one thousand years after its creation.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: Decoding the Bayeux Tapestry Arthur Colin Wright,
2019-07-30 For the first time, a scholar reveals the meaning of the marginal images on the Bayeux
Tapestry, unlocking a completely new meaning of the work. The story of the Norman Conquest and
the Battle of Hastings as shown in the Bayeux Tapestry is arguably the most widely-known in the
panoply of English history, and over the last 200 years there have been hundreds of books on the
Tapestry seeking to analyze its meanings. Yet, there is one aspect of the embroidery that has been
virtually ignored or dismissed as unimportant by historians—the details in the margins. The fables
shown in the margins are neither just part of a decorative ribbon, nor are they discontinuous. They
follow on in sequence. When this is understood, it becomes clear that they must relate to the action
shown on the body of the Tapestry. After careful examination, the purpose of these images is to
amplify, elaborate, or explain the main story. In this groundbreaking study, Arthur Wright reveals
the significance of the images in the margins. Now it is possible to see the “whole” story as never
before, enabling a more complete picture of the Bayeux Tapestry to be constructed. Wright
reexamines many of the scenes in the main body of the work, showing that a number of the basic
assumptions, so often taught as facts, have been based on nothing more than reasoned conjecture. It
might be thought that after so much has been written about the Bayeux Tapestry there was nothing
more to be said, but Decoding the Bayeux Tapestry shows how much there is still to be learned.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Battle of Hastings, 1066 Michael Kenneth
Lawson, 2003 1066 remains the most evocative date in English history, when Harold was defeated
by William the Conqueror and England changed overnight from Saxon to Norman rule. It has long
been believed that, according to the Bayeux Tapestry, Harold was shot in the eye by an arrow. M. K.
Lawson argues that the tapestry was badly restored in the 19th century, and that we should not
necessarily believe what we see. He goes to sources that depict the tapestry before that restoration
and reveals some breathtaking insights which will revolutionize the way we view both the battle and
the death of England’s last Saxon king.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry John F. Szabo, Nicholas E.
Kuefler, 2015-06-18 Commanding its own museum and over 200 years of examination, observation
and scholarship, the monumental embroidery, known popularly as the Bayeux Tapestry and
documenting William the Conqueror’s invasion of England in October 1066, is perhaps the most
important surviving artifact of the Middle Ages. This magnificent textile, both celebrated and
panned, is both enigmatic artwork and confounding historical record. With over 1780 entries, Szabo
and Kuefler offer the largest and most heavily annotated bibliography on the Tapestry ever written.
Notably, the Bayeux Tapestry has produced some of the most compelling questions of the medieval
period: Who commissioned it and for what purpose? What was the intended venue for its display?
Who was the designer and who executed the enormous task of its manufacture? How does it inform
our understanding of eleventh-century life? And who was the mysterious Aelfgyva, depicted in the
Tapestry’s main register? This book is an effort to capture and describe the scholarship that
attempts to answer these questions. But the bibliography also reflects the popularity of the Tapestry
in literature covering a surprisingly broad array of subjects. The inclusion of this material will assist
future scholars who may study references to the work in contemporary non-fiction and popular
works as well as use of the Bayeux Tapestry as a primary and secondary source in the classroom.
The monographs, articles and other works cited in this bibliography reflect dozens of research areas.
Major themes are: the Tapestry as a source of information for eleventh-century material culture, its
role in telling the story of the Battle of Hastings and events leading up to the invasion, patronage of
the Tapestry, biographical detail on known historical figures in the Tapestry, arms and armor,



medieval warfare strategy and techniques, opus anglicanum (the Anglo-Saxon needlework tradition),
preservation and display of the artifact, the Tapestry’s place in medieval art, the embroidery’s
depiction of medieval and Romanesque architecture, and the life of the Bayeux Tapestry itself.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Battle of Hastings John Malam, 2007 One of a
series of titles for students at Key Stages 2 and 3 which analyze key dates and events in history.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry, 1985 The Bayeux Tapestry is
unique both as a historical document and as a work of art. It was made soon after the Battle of
Hastings in 1066, and it tells the story of the events that led up to William the Conqueror's invasion
of England and the battle itself.--Amazon.

the battle of hastings bayeux tapestry: The Bayeux Tapestry and Its Contexts Elizabeth
Carson Pastan, Stephen D. White, Kate Gilbert, 2014 A full and provocative reappraisal of the
Bayeux Tapestry, its origins, design and patronage. Aspects of the Bayeux Tapestry (in fact an
embroidered hanging) have always remained mysterious, despite much scholarly investigation, not
least its design and patron. Here, in the first full-length interdisciplinary approach to the subject, the
authors (an art historian and a historian) consider these and other issues. Rejecting the prevalent
view that it was commissioned by Odo, the bishop of Bayeux and half-brother of William the
Conqueror, or by some other comparable patron, they bring new evidence to bear on the question of
its relationship to the abbey of St Augustine's, Canterbury. From the study of art-historical,
archeological, literary, historical and documentary materials, they conclude that the monks of St
Augustine's designed the hanging for display in their abbey church to tell their own story of how
England was invaded and conquered in 1066. Elizabeth Carson Pastan is a Professor of Art History
at Emory University; Stephen D. White is Asa G. Candler Professor of Medieval History (emeritus),
Emory University, and an Honorary Professor of Mediaeval History at the University of St Andrews.
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