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Mutual Aid Society Definition: Understanding the Heart of Community Support

mutual aid society definition refers to an organized group of individuals who
come together voluntarily to provide support, assistance, and resources to
one another, especially during times of need. These societies have a rich
history and continue to thrive in various forms today, embodying the
principles of solidarity, cooperation, and collective welfare. But what
exactly sets a mutual aid society apart from other community organizations,
and why does this concept remain relevant in our modern world?

What Is a Mutual Aid Society?

At its core, a mutual aid society is a group formed by members who share a
common interest or background and agree to assist each other in managing
risks or hardships. Unlike charity organizations that often depend on
external funding or donations, mutual aid societies operate on the principle
of reciprocity—members contribute resources or services and benefit from the
collective pool when needed.

Historically, mutual aid societies have provided support in areas such as
healthcare, unemployment relief, funeral expenses, and financial aid. Their
purpose is to create a safety net for individuals who might otherwise lack
access to formal social services or insurance.

Key Characteristics of Mutual Aid Societies

Several features distinguish mutual aid societies from other forms of
community groups or nonprofit organizations:

Voluntary Membership: Individuals join willingly, often sharing
cultural, occupational, ethnic, or social ties.

Collective Responsibility: Members contribute to and benefit from the
pooled resources.

Self-Help Orientation: The emphasis is on members helping each other
rather than relying on external aid.

Democratic Governance: Many societies are managed through member
participation and voting.

Risk Sharing: Members collectively manage risks like illness, job loss,



or death.

The Historical Roots of Mutual Aid Societies

Understanding the mutual aid society definition is incomplete without a
glance at its historical context. These groups have existed for centuries
across cultures worldwide, often emerging in response to the lack of formal
social safety mechanisms.

Mutual Aid in Ancient and Medieval Societies

In many early civilizations, mutual aid took the form of guilds or
fraternities. For example, medieval European craft guilds not only regulated
trades but also provided support to members during illness or death.
Similarly, indigenous communities practiced mutual aid through shared labor
and resource exchange.

Mutual Aid Societies in the 19th and 20th Centuries

The industrial revolution brought significant social and economic upheaval,
leading to the rise of formal mutual aid societies, especially among working-
class populations. These groups offered benefits like sickness pay, funeral
costs, and unemployment support at a time when government welfare systems
were minimal or nonexistent.

Ethnic and immigrant communities often established their own mutual aid
societies to preserve cultural identity and provide support in unfamiliar
environments. For example, many Irish, Italian, and African American
communities in the United States formed mutual aid groups that played vital
roles in social cohesion and survival.

Mutual Aid Societies vs. Modern Insurance and
Social Welfare

It's tempting to equate mutual aid societies with modern insurance companies
or government social welfare programs, but they differ fundamentally in
approach and philosophy.



Community-Centered Approach

While insurance companies operate on profit-driven models selling risk
coverage, mutual aid societies rely on trust and solidarity among members.
The focus is on mutual support rather than financial gain.

Flexibility and Personal Connection

Mutual aid groups often provide more personalized and culturally relevant
support. Members know each other, allowing for tailored assistance beyond
standardized benefits.

Limitations Compared to Formal Systems

However, mutual aid societies typically have limited resources and cannot
match the scale or regulatory protections of state-sponsored programs. They
often function best as complementary support rather than complete
replacements.

Modern Examples of Mutual Aid Societies

Though many traditional mutual aid societies declined with the expansion of
welfare states, the concept has experienced a resurgence, especially in
grassroots movements and community organizing.

Contemporary Mutual Aid Networks

In recent years, mutual aid has gained prominence as communities respond to
crises such as natural disasters, pandemics, and economic downturns. These
networks emphasize horizontal support systems where neighbors share food,
childcare, transportation, and financial help without bureaucratic hurdles.

Digital Mutual Aid Platforms

Technology has expanded the reach of mutual aid through online platforms that
connect volunteers and those in need. These digital communities often
coordinate resource sharing, skill exchanges, and emergency assistance with
remarkable speed and efficiency.



Why Mutual Aid Societies Matter Today

The renewed interest in mutual aid societies is more than nostalgia—it
reflects a growing recognition of the power of community resilience and
cooperation.

Building Social Capital: Mutual aid strengthens relationships and trust,
which are crucial for healthy communities.

Filling Gaps in Social Services: They can provide immediate, flexible
responses that larger institutions may struggle with.

Empowering Marginalized Groups: Mutual aid often emerges from and
supports communities overlooked by mainstream systems.

Promoting Equity and Solidarity: The non-hierarchical nature fosters
inclusive participation and shared responsibility.

Tips for Starting or Joining a Mutual Aid Society

If you're inspired by the mutual aid society definition and want to get
involved, here are some practical steps:

Identify Community Needs: Listen to what your neighbors or group members1.
require most.

Build Trust: Establish transparent communication and mutual respect2.
among participants.

Define Shared Goals: Clarify what the society aims to achieve and how3.
resources will be managed.

Start Small: Begin with manageable projects like food sharing or skill4.
swaps.

Use Technology Wisely: Employ social media or messaging apps to5.
coordinate efforts efficiently.

Maintain Flexibility: Adapt to changing circumstances and member6.
feedback.



Understanding Mutual Aid Beyond the Definition

While the mutual aid society definition provides a clear framework, the
concept also invites us to rethink how societies care for one another. It
challenges individualistic approaches by emphasizing collective wellbeing and
shared fate.

Mutual aid is not just about giving and receiving help; it’s about fostering
a culture where people actively participate in each other’s lives, breaking
down barriers of isolation and alienation. This human-centric approach can
inspire more compassionate social policies and community initiatives.

In a world facing complex challenges—from economic inequality to climate
change—the principles behind mutual aid societies offer valuable lessons.
They remind us that cooperation and empathy are powerful tools that can
create safer, stronger communities, one relationship at a time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of a mutual aid society?
A mutual aid society is an organization formed voluntarily by individuals to
provide financial and social support to its members in times of need, such as
illness, unemployment, or death.

How do mutual aid societies differ from insurance
companies?
Mutual aid societies are member-driven and operate on principles of
solidarity and cooperation, whereas insurance companies are profit-driven
entities that provide coverage based on contractual agreements.

What are the primary functions of a mutual aid
society?
The primary functions include providing financial assistance, social support,
and community services to members during hardships like sickness, accidents,
or funerals.

Are mutual aid societies still relevant today?
Yes, mutual aid societies remain relevant as they promote community
resilience, offer support where formal insurance or government aid may be
lacking, and foster social solidarity.



What is the historical origin of mutual aid
societies?
Mutual aid societies have origins dating back to ancient times but became
prominent in the 19th century as working-class groups formed organizations to
support members facing economic or health crises.

Can anyone join a mutual aid society?
Membership criteria vary by society, but generally, anyone who shares common
interests or community ties can join, contributing to and benefiting from the
collective support system.

How do mutual aid societies raise funds to support
their members?
They typically raise funds through member contributions, dues, fundraising
events, and sometimes donations or grants to provide assistance to members.

What legal status do mutual aid societies typically
have?
Mutual aid societies are often registered as nonprofit organizations or
cooperatives, allowing them to operate legally and manage funds on behalf of
their members.

Additional Resources
Mutual Aid Society Definition: Exploring the Origins, Functions, and Modern
Relevance

mutual aid society definition refers to an organized group formed by
individuals who voluntarily come together to provide reciprocal support
during times of need. These societies operate on the principle of mutual
assistance, where members contribute resources, share risks, and offer aid to
one another, often in contexts such as healthcare, unemployment, funerals, or
disaster relief. Unlike formal insurance companies or governmental welfare
programs, mutual aid societies emphasize community-based, self-help
mechanisms rooted in solidarity and collective responsibility.

Understanding the Essence of Mutual Aid
Societies

At its core, the concept of mutual aid society embodies cooperative
frameworks designed to address social and economic vulnerabilities through



collective action. Historically, these organizations emerged as grassroots
responses to the absence or inadequacy of state-provided social safety nets.
Members typically pay regular dues or contributions, which fund benefits like
sickness allowances, death benefits, or emergency loans. The defining
characteristic lies in the mutuality—the expectation that assistance flows
both ways and that every member is simultaneously a contributor and a
beneficiary.

The mutual aid society definition extends beyond mere financial support; it
also encompasses social cohesion and empowerment. By fostering networks of
trust and shared responsibility, these societies often serve as crucial
pillars in marginalized or immigrant communities. Their governance is usually
democratic, promoting transparency and member participation in decision-
making processes.

Historical Context and Evolution

Mutual aid societies trace back centuries, predating modern welfare states.
In Europe, guilds and friendly societies in the Middle Ages laid the
groundwork for such collective support systems. In the 19th and early 20th
centuries, they flourished among working-class populations, particularly in
industrial cities where factory workers faced hazardous conditions and
economic insecurity.

In the United States, mutual aid organizations gained prominence among
immigrant groups, such as Irish, Italian, and African American communities,
who created fraternal orders and benevolent associations to provide social
services and cultural solidarity. These societies often filled gaps left by
exclusionary policies and discrimination within mainstream institutions.

With the rise of government social insurance programs in the mid-20th
century, some mutual aid societies declined in prominence. However, their
principles continue to inspire contemporary movements and community-based
initiatives, especially in contexts where official support is insufficient or
inaccessible.

Key Features of Mutual Aid Societies

Several defining features distinguish mutual aid societies from other forms
of social and financial arrangements:

Voluntary Membership: Individuals join by choice, often sharing a common
identity, profession, or geographic location.

Reciprocity: Support is based on mutual contributions and the
expectation of mutual benefit over time.



Self-Governance: Members typically govern the society through elected
representatives or committees, ensuring democratic control.

Pooling of Resources: Regular dues or contributions create a collective
fund used to assist members in need.

Non-Profit Orientation: Any surplus generated is reinvested into the
society or benefits rather than distributed as profit.

These characteristics reflect a commitment to solidarity rather than profit
maximization, setting mutual aid societies apart from commercial insurance or
charitable organizations.

Mutual Aid Societies versus Insurance Companies

While mutual aid societies share similarities with insurance companies in
risk pooling and financial protection, fundamental differences exist:

Ownership and Control: Mutual aid societies are member-owned and
democratically controlled, whereas insurance companies are typically
shareholder-owned with profit motives.

Purpose and Orientation: Mutual aid emphasizes community welfare and
solidarity; insurance prioritizes risk management and financial returns.

Benefit Distribution: Mutual aid benefits may include social and
emotional support beyond monetary payments, reflecting a broader scope
of assistance.

Accessibility: Mutual aid societies often serve marginalized groups
excluded from commercial insurance due to cost or discrimination.

These contrasts highlight the role of mutual aid as a social institution
deeply embedded in community dynamics.

Contemporary Relevance and Applications

In the 21st century, mutual aid societies have witnessed a resurgence,
especially in response to crises such as natural disasters, pandemics, and
economic downturns. The COVID-19 pandemic, for instance, sparked numerous
grassroots mutual aid networks worldwide, mobilizing volunteers to deliver
food, medical supplies, and social support to vulnerable populations.



Modern Mutual Aid Networks

Unlike traditional mutual aid societies with formal memberships and dues,
many contemporary mutual aid initiatives operate as decentralized, ad hoc
networks relying on digital platforms and social media. These networks:

Facilitate resource sharing and cooperative problem-solving in real
time.

Encourage inclusive participation beyond fixed communities.

Address immediate needs such as food security, healthcare access, and
housing support.

Despite differences in structure, the underlying ethos remains consistent:
collective responsibility and solidarity as mechanisms for resilience.

Challenges and Limitations

Mutual aid societies face several challenges in sustaining their operations
and impact, particularly in modern contexts:

Financial Sustainability: Reliance on member contributions can limit
resources, especially during widespread crises.

Scalability: The localized and voluntary nature may restrict the ability
to address large-scale social welfare needs.

Legal and Regulatory Hurdles: Navigating compliance with insurance and
nonprofit regulations can be complex.

Inclusivity: Some societies historically centered around specific ethnic
or occupational groups, potentially limiting broader participation.

Nonetheless, these limitations have prompted innovations in mutual aid
models, including partnerships with formal institutions and hybrid
organizational forms.

The Socioeconomic Impact of Mutual Aid



Societies

Beyond immediate assistance, mutual aid societies contribute significantly to
social capital development by strengthening networks of trust and
cooperation. This social infrastructure can enhance community resilience,
reduce social isolation, and promote civic engagement.

Research indicates that communities with active mutual aid organizations
often experience improved health outcomes and greater economic stability
during downturns. Their role in fostering empowerment and self-determination
is particularly valuable in underserved areas where governmental support is
limited or delayed.

Case Studies: Mutual Aid in Action

The International Workers’ Order: A mutual aid society active in the
early 20th century United States, providing life insurance, cultural
activities, and political education to immigrant workers.

Black Mutual Aid Societies: Historically significant in African American
communities, these societies offered critical support during segregation
and civil rights struggles.

Contemporary Urban Mutual Aid: Neighborhood-based groups in cities like
New York and London coordinate food distribution and healthcare
navigation for marginalized populations.

These examples illustrate the adaptability and enduring relevance of mutual
aid principles.

---

As social and economic landscapes evolve, mutual aid societies continue to
offer alternative frameworks for community solidarity and support.
Understanding their definition and functions provides insights into
grassroots resilience mechanisms that complement formal welfare systems and
enrich social cohesion.
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  mutual aid society definition: Religion and Politics in International Relations Timothy
Fitzgerald, 2011-10-27 Scholars in International Relations concerned with religion and its relations
to world politics are rhetorically constructing a powerful modern myth. A component of this myth is
that religion is inherently violent and irrational unless controlled by the secular state, which is
inherently rational and only reluctantly violent. Timothy Fitzgerald discusses how, in this modern
myth, religion appears as a force of nature which either assists or threatens the sacred secular order
of things, and how religion is portrayed as a kind of universal essence which takes many forms, its
recent most dangerous manifestation being Islamic terrorism. This book illustrates that the essential
distinction between irrational religion and rational secular politics appears as an unquestioned
preconception on the basis of which policy is conducted, countries invaded and wars fought. Arguing
that this rhetorical construction of religion provides the foundation for faith in the rationality of
modern liberal capitalism, Fitzgerald demonstrates how a historically contingent discourse has been
transformed into a powerful set of global assumptions.
  mutual aid society definition: General and Special Laws of the State of Texas Texas, 1929
  mutual aid society definition: Mutualist Archaeology Charles E. Orser Jr., 2024-12-24
Mutualist Archaeology proposes that the theory of mutualism can transform archaeology from what
someconsider to be a discipline in crisis. This book argues that the methodological and practical
applications of mutualism can transform both the practice of archaeology and the way that
interpretations of the past are created. Nineteenth-century theories of capitalism and Darwinism led
many to assume that competition, both in the present and the past, was the most natural process in
the world. Despite the tenacity of the competitive argument, this book highlights another way of
seeing the natural and human world, beneficial association, or mutualism. Chapters set out how
mutualist theory can offer differing perspectives on the many historical contexts archaeologists
investigate, such as exchange and social complexity, as well as how archaeologists work together.
Until now, no archaeologist has explicitly explored the richness that exists within mutualism, and in
addition to providing a useful research perspective, mutualist theory also has profound implications
for the practice of contemporary archaeology, including the drive to decolonize archaeological
practice. Introducing mutualist theory and its significance for archaeological research, this book is
for researchers and students of archaeological theory and archaeologists looking for new ways to
view the discipline.
  mutual aid society definition: Social Issues in America James Ciment, 2015-03-04 More than
150 key social issues confronting the United States today are covered in this eight-volume set: from
abortion and adoption to capital punishment and corporate crime; from obesity and organized crime
to sweatshops and xenophobia.
  mutual aid society definition: Tibetans in Nepal Ann Frechette, 2004 Based on eighteen
months of field research conducted in exile carpet factories, settlement camps, monasteries, and
schools in the Kathmandu Valley of Nepal, as well as in Dharamsala, India and Lhasa, Tibet, this
book offers an important contribution to the debate on the impact of international assistance on
migrant communities. The author explores the ways in which Tibetan exiles in Nepal negotiate their
norms and values as they interact with the many international organizations that assist them, and
comes to the conclusion that, as beneficial as aid agency assistance often is, it also complicates the
Tibetans' efforts to define themselves as a community.
  mutual aid society definition: Work and Revolution in France William H. Sewell, Jr,
1980-10-31 Sewell synthesizes the material on the social history of the French labor movement from
its formative period to the first half of the 19th century. Centers on the Revolutions of 1789, 1830
and 1848.
  mutual aid society definition: The Political Development of Mutual Aid Societies in the
Mexican American Commmunity José Amaro Hernández, 1981
  mutual aid society definition: Between War and the State Van Nguyen-Marshall, 2023-07-15
In Between War and the State, Van Nguyen-Marshall examines an array of voluntary activities,



including mutual-help, professional, charitable, community development, student, women's, and
rights organizations active in South Vietnam from 1954 to 1975. By bringing focus to the public lives
of South Vietnamese people, Between War and the State challenges persistent stereotypes of South
Vietnam as a place without society or agency. Such robust associational life underscores how an
active civil society survived despite difficulties imposed by the war, government restrictions,
economic hardship, and external political forces. These competing political forces, which included
the United States, Western aid agencies, and Vietnamese communist agents, created a highly
competitive arena wherein the South Vietnamese state did not have a monopoly on persuasive or
coercive power. To maintain its influence, the state sometimes needed to accommodate groups and
limit its use of violence. Civil society participants in South Vietnam leveraged their social
connections, made alliances, appealed to the domestic and international public, and used street
protests to voice their concerns, secure their interests, and carry out their activities.
  mutual aid society definition: Bulletin of the International Social Security Association
International Social Security Association, 1952 Vols. 14- include Its Proceedings of the general
meeting.
  mutual aid society definition: Journal of the Royal Statistical Society Royal Statistical Society
(Great Britain), 1892 Published papers whose appeal lies in their subject-matter rather than their
technical statistical contents. Medical, social, educational, legal,demographic and governmental
issues are of particular concern.
  mutual aid society definition: General Laws of the State of Texas Texas, 1929
  mutual aid society definition: Justice, Equity and Emergency Management Alessandra
Jerolleman, William L. Waugh Jr, 2022-01-26 Justice, Equity and Emergency Management applies a
justice and equity lens across all phases of emergency management, focusing on key topics such as
hazard mitigation, emerging technologies, long-term recovery, and others.
  mutual aid society definition: Empire's Children Emmanuelle Saada, 2012-03-02 Operating at
the intersection of history, anthropology, and law, this book reveals the unacknowledged but central
role of race in the definition of French nationality. The author weaves together the perspectives of
jurists, colonial officials, and more, and demonstrates why the French Empire cannot be analyzed in
black-and-white terms.
  mutual aid society definition: Doctors, Patients, and Society Martin S. Staum, Donald E.
Larsen, 2006-01-01 What moral and legal issues are involved in the physician-patient relationship?
What is bioethics? What social and environmental factors are involved in health and disease? An
interdisciplinary workshop of the Calgary Institute for the Humanities in May 1980 considered these
issues, as well as health care delivery, the history of public health in Canada, conflicting health
cultures, and responsibilities of professionals on the health care team. Participating in the
conference were prominent scholars and professionals in social edicine, community health, nursing,
law, medical research, medical education, and various academic disciplines. They included Dr.
Thomas McKeown, Dr. David Roy, Professor Hazel Weidman, Professor Benjamin Freedman, Dr.
Anthony Lam, and Dr. Robert Hatfield.
  mutual aid society definition: Collective Courage Jessica Gordon Nembhard, 2024-11-26
First published in 2014, Jessica Gordon Nembhard’s Collective Courage quickly became an
important tool for understanding the history of cooperative economic enterprises in the African
American community. This now-classic work recounts how African Americans benefited greatly from
cooperative ownership and democratic economic participation throughout the nation’s history. Many
of the players in this story are well known—among them W. E. B. Du Bois; A. Philip Randolph and
the Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters; Nannie Helen Burroughs; Fannie
Lou Hamer; Ella Jo Baker and George Schuyler of the Young Negroes’ Co-operative League; the
Federation of Southern Cooperatives; and the Black Panther Party. Drawing on media reports and
co-op records, Gordon Nembhard uncovers the challenges they faced and highlights their hard-won
victories. This tenth anniversary edition of Collective Courage features a substantial preface that
expands on material in the first edition and addresses the development of the Black co-op movement



through the second decade of the twenty-first century. It remains an indispensable resource for
readers interested in the history of the struggle for African American economic freedom and equity.
  mutual aid society definition: The Political Economy of Wasta: Use and Abuse of Social
Capital Networking Mohamed A. Ramady, 2015-11-23 The term ‘wasta stems from the Arabic root
for ‘middle’ or ‘medium’ and describes the phenomenon of using ‘connections’ to find job,
government services or other favors to circumvent bureaucracy or bypass the system as a whole.
The effects of ‘wasta’ may be both positive or negative, and is not a phenomenon that is particular to
the Arab or Muslim world, but also to many other cultures and regions of the world, with similar
concepts popularly known as ubuntu, guanxi, harambee, naoberschop, or “old boy network” used in
African, Chinese and European societies. By its very nature ‘wasta’ is an area of grey or even black
information, and, like corruption to which it is most often associated, is hard to assess although
country corruption perception indexes attempt to provide a quantifiable basis. In the final analysis
such ratings are based on perceptions of corruption, and this perception may vary strongly
depending on different societal structures and cultural modes, whether these are extended family
systems, tribal, clans or more atomized societies where relationships are essentially transactional
and rule based. In a western perspective where ‘wasta’ may be considered as a form of corruption,
in other societies it may be perceived as something ‘natural’ and not criminal, and using one's
‘wasta’ in tribal societies to help clan members is seen as a duty. The difference stems from the
'innocent ' use of ‘wasta’ to make introductions, as opposed to its abuse in placing unqualified
persons in positions .The volume brings together academics and professional experts to examine a
range of multi-faceted social, economic and political issues raised by the use and abuse of social
networking, covering various topics like: ‘wasta’ interpersonal connections in family and business
ties, The relationship between inequality-adjusted human development and corruption perception
indexes in the Gulf region, ‘wasta’ and business networking, assessing the economic cost of ‘wasta’,
‘wasta’ and its impact on quality oriented education reform and the perceptions of young people,
The use of ‘wasta’ to overcome socio-cultural barriers for women and men The volume also offers
insights into social relations and ethics, and how the use of ‘wasta’ contradicts with common held
religious principles, along with some country studies on Islamic principles and the use of ‘wasta’.
Mohamed Ramady is a Visiting Associate Professor, King Fahd University of Petroleum and
Minerals, Saudi Arabia.
  mutual aid society definition: Creole Religions of the Caribbean, Third Edition Margarite
Fernández Olmos, Lizabeth Paravisini-Gebert, 2022-08-23 A comprehensive introduction to the
syncretic religions developed in the Caribbean region--
  mutual aid society definition: Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work Francis J. Turner,
2009-07-23 All of us, as Canadians, are touched throughout our lives by some aspect of social
welfare, either as recipients, donors, or taxpayers. But despite the importance of the social network
in our country, there has been no single source of information about this critical component of our
society. Even professionals in the field of social work or social services have not had a
comprehensive volume addressing the myriad features of this critical societal structure. The
Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work fills this need. Over five hundred topics important to
Canadian social work are covered, written by a highly diverse group of social workers covering all
aspects of the field and all areas of the country. Practitioners, policy makers, academics, social
advocates, researchers, students, and administrators present a rich overview of the complexity and
diversity of social work and social welfare as it exists in Canada. The principal finding from this
project underscores the long-held perception that there is a Canadian model of social work that is
unique and stands as a useful model to other countries. The Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work
will be an important source of information, both to Canadians and to interested groups around the
world. The Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work is available in e-book version by subscription or
from university and college libraries through the following vendors: Canadian Electronic Library,
Ebrary, MyiLibrary, and Netlibrary.
  mutual aid society definition: Humanitarianism Contested Michael Barnett, Thomas G.



Weiss, 2013-03-01 This book provides a succinct but sophisticated understanding of
humanitarianism and insight into the on-going dilemmas and tensions that have accompanied it
since its origins in the early nineteenth century. Combining theoretical and historical exposition with
a broad range of contemporary case studies, the book: provides a brief survey of the history of
humanitarianism, beginning with the anti-slavery movement in the early nineteenth century and
continuing to today’s challenge of post-conflict reconstruction and saving failed states explains the
evolution of humanitarianism. Not only has it evolved over the decades, but since the end of the Cold
War, humanitarianism has exploded in scope, scale, and significance presents an overview of the
contemporary humanitarian sector, including briefly who the key actors are, how they are funded
and what they do with their money analyses the ethical dilemmas confronted by humanitarian
organization, not only in the abstract but also, and most importantly, in real situations and when
lives are at stake examines how humanitarianism poses fundamental ethical questions regarding the
kind of world we want to live in, what kind of world is possible, and how we might get there. An
accessible and engaging work by two of the leading scholars in the field, Humanitarianism
Contested is essential reading for all those concerned with the future of human rights and
international relations.
  mutual aid society definition: Mutual Aid for Survival José Amaro Hernández, 1983
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