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Tender Is the Night F Scott Fitzgerald: A Deep Dive into the Jazz Age Masterpiece

tender is the night f scott fitzgerald stands as one of the most intriguing and complex novels
from the Jazz Age, offering readers a vivid portrayal of glamour, tragedy, and human frailty. Written
by F. Scott Fitzgerald, an author renowned for capturing the spirit of the 1920s and the American
Dream’s elusive nature, this novel delves into the lives of the wealthy elite along the French Riviera.
Unlike his more famous work, The Great Gatsby, Tender Is the Night explores a darker, more
psychological terrain, making it an essential read for anyone interested in literary history, character
study, or the social dynamics of the Roaring Twenties.

The Background and Context of Tender Is the Night

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s life and times heavily influenced Tender Is the Night. Published in 1934, the novel
came at a time when Fitzgerald was grappling with personal and professional challenges. His
marriage to Zelda Sayre was unraveling, and his own struggles with alcoholism were becoming more
pronounced. This personal turmoil is mirrored in the novel's themes and characters, providing a raw,
often painful glimpse into the fragility behind the facade of wealth and happiness.

The Jazz Age and the Roaring Twenties

To truly appreciate Tender Is the Night, understanding the era it portrays is crucial. The 1920s, often
called the Jazz Age, was a period of immense cultural change marked by economic prosperity, jazz
music, and a loosening of social mores. Fitzgerald was the chronicler of this era, capturing both its
glittering surface and the underlying emptiness. The novel’s setting on the French Riviera, with its
expatriate artists and wealthy socialites, epitomizes the escapism and excess that defined the
decade.

Fitzgerald’s Personal Influences

Much of the novel’s emotional intensity stems from Fitzgerald’s own experiences. His wife Zelda’s
mental health struggles and their volatile relationship influenced the portrayal of the character Nicole
Diver, whose psychological fragility is central to the plot. Additionally, Fitzgerald’s observations of the
expatriate community in Europe, combined with his fascination with wealth and decadence, shaped
the novel’s rich character dynamics.

The Plot and Structure of Tender Is the Night

Tender Is the Night unfolds through a non-linear narrative, weaving between past and present to
gradually reveal the complexities of its main characters, particularly Dick and Nicole Diver.



Overview of the Storyline

The novel begins with the glamorous lifestyle of the Divers on the French Riviera, a psychiatrist and
his wealthy wife, surrounded by friends and admirers. However, beneath the surface lies a troubled
marriage and secrets that slowly come to light. Through flashbacks, readers learn about Dick’s
promising career, his initial romance with Nicole, and the gradual unraveling of their relationship amid
personal and professional crises.

Key Themes Explored

- **Psychological Decay and Mental Illness:** Nicole’s character offers a nuanced depiction of mental
illness and recovery, a subject rare in literature at the time.
- **The Illusion of Wealth and Happiness:** Fitzgerald critiques the empty pursuit of pleasure and
materialism, showing how wealth often masks deeper unhappiness.
- **The Decline of the American Dream:** Through Dick Diver’s fall from grace, the novel portrays the
fragility of success and the dangers of self-destruction.

Characters and Their Symbolism

One of the most compelling aspects of Tender Is the Night is its richly drawn characters, each
symbolizing different facets of the era and human nature.

Dick Diver: The Tragic Hero

Dick is a complex figure—a brilliant psychiatrist whose professional promise is undermined by
personal flaws and a dependence on his wife’s wealth. His gradual decline serves as a poignant
exploration of lost potential and the cost of denial. Dick represents the disillusionment that many felt
after the excesses of the 1920s gave way to the Great Depression.

Nicole Diver: Strength and Vulnerability

Nicole is more than just a patient; she embodies both fragility and resilience. Her mental illness and
subsequent recovery are central to the novel, challenging contemporary notions of femininity and
strength. Nicole’s character also reflects Fitzgerald’s intimate knowledge of Zelda’s struggles, adding
emotional authenticity to the narrative.

Supporting Characters

The novel’s supporting cast, including Rosemary Hoyt, a young actress, and other expatriates,
enriches the story by representing different societal attitudes and moral perspectives. Their



interactions with the Divers highlight themes of youth, innocence, and the pursuit of identity.

The Literary Style and Symbolism in Tender Is the
Night

Fitzgerald’s writing in Tender Is the Night is both poetic and precise, combining lush descriptions with
sharp psychological insight.

Symbolism and Imagery

The novel is replete with symbolism—such as the Riviera setting representing both paradise and
entrapment, and the motif of light and darkness illustrating the characters’ internal conflicts.
Fitzgerald often uses subtle imagery to underscore themes of decay and renewal.

Non-Linear Narrative and Its Impact

The fragmented timeline mirrors the characters’ fractured psyches and allows the story to unfold in
layers. This structure invites readers to piece together motivations and histories, creating a more
immersive and thought-provoking experience.

Why Tender Is the Night Remains Relevant Today

Despite being nearly a century old, Tender Is the Night continues to resonate with modern readers for
several reasons.

Exploration of Mental Health

Fitzgerald’s sensitive treatment of mental illness was ahead of its time, offering a compassionate look
at psychological struggles that remain relevant in today’s conversations about mental health
awareness.

Critique of Wealth and Fame

In an era still captivated by celebrity culture and material success, the novel’s exploration of the costs
of fame and fortune provides enduring insights into human behavior.



Timeless Themes of Love and Loss

At its heart, Tender Is the Night is a story about relationships—how love can be both uplifting and
destructive. This timeless emotional core keeps readers engaged across generations.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Tender Is the Night

If you’re approaching Tender Is the Night for the first time or revisiting it, consider these tips to
enhance your experience:

Pay attention to the narrative shifts: The non-linear structure can be challenging, so take
note of flashbacks and changes in perspective.

Focus on character development: The emotional depth of Dick and Nicole will enrich your
understanding of the novel’s themes.

Consider the historical context: Familiarity with the Jazz Age and Fitzgerald’s biography
adds layers of meaning.

Reflect on the symbolism: Identifying recurring motifs can deepen your appreciation of
Fitzgerald’s craft.

Exploring Tender Is the Night F Scott Fitzgerald offers a captivating journey through a world of
glamour and tragedy, where the dazzling exterior of wealth conceals profound emotional struggles.
The novel’s rich characterizations, evocative prose, and insightful themes make it a masterpiece that
continues to inspire readers and scholars alike. Whether you’re drawn to its historical context,
psychological depth, or lyrical style, Tender Is the Night remains a shining example of Fitzgerald’s
literary genius.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Tender is the Night' by F. Scott
Fitzgerald?
The central theme of 'Tender is the Night' is the decline of the American expatriate lifestyle in Europe
during the 1920s, exploring issues of wealth, love, mental illness, and the complexities of human
relationships.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald portray mental illness in 'Tender
is the Night'?
Fitzgerald portrays mental illness through the character of Nicole Diver, who suffers from



psychological trauma and schizophrenia. The novel explores the impact of her illness on her marriage
and the lives of those around her, providing a nuanced depiction of mental health struggles during
that era.

What role does the setting play in 'Tender is the Night'?
The setting, primarily the French Riviera in the late 1920s, serves as a backdrop that highlights the
opulence and decadence of the expatriate lifestyle. It contrasts the glamorous surface with the
underlying emotional and moral decay of the characters.

How does the character of Dick Diver evolve throughout the
novel?
Dick Diver begins as a charming, successful psychiatrist and husband, but over the course of the
novel, he experiences a downfall marked by professional failure, personal disillusionment, and the
deterioration of his marriage, reflecting themes of loss and the fragility of identity.

Why is 'Tender is the Night' considered a significant work in F.
Scott Fitzgerald's literary career?
'Tender is the Night' is considered significant because it showcases Fitzgerald's mature writing style
and deepens his exploration of themes like the American Dream, wealth, and psychological
complexity. Despite initial mixed reviews, it is now regarded as one of his most accomplished novels.

Additional Resources
**Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Critical Exploration of Glamour and Decay**

tender is the night f scott fitzgerald stands as one of the most complex and evocative novels of
the Jazz Age, capturing the shimmering allure and underlying disillusionment of 1920s and 1930s
society. Often overshadowed by Fitzgerald’s celebrated *The Great Gatsby*, this novel delves deeper
into themes of psychological turmoil, the fragility of relationships, and the corrosive effects of wealth
and privilege. Through a rich narrative and multifaceted characters, *Tender is the Night* offers a
penetrating study of human vulnerability amid the seductive backdrop of the French Riviera.

In-depth Analysis of *Tender is the Night*’s Narrative
and Themes

Fitzgerald’s *Tender is the Night* is a semi-autobiographical work that reflects his own struggles with
fame, mental illness, and personal relationships. The story primarily follows Dick Diver, a charismatic
American psychiatrist, and his wife Nicole, a wealthy woman grappling with mental instability. Set
against the opulence of expatriate life in Europe, the novel juxtaposes the dazzling surface of glamour
with the darker realities lurking beneath.

The narrative structure itself is noteworthy. Unlike conventional linear storytelling, Fitzgerald employs



a fragmented timeline that gradually reveals the characters’ pasts and motivations. This technique
heightens the emotional impact and mirrors the disintegration of the Divers’ marriage and individual
identities. Thematically, the novel explores the tension between appearance and reality, a hallmark of
Fitzgerald’s work, but here it is rendered with a more introspective and somber tone.

Psychological Complexity and Character Development

One of the distinguishing features of *Tender is the Night* is its nuanced portrayal of psychological
struggle. Nicole Diver’s character is central to this exploration. Her battle with mental illness is
depicted with sensitivity and realism, highlighting early 20th-century attitudes toward psychiatric
care. Nicole’s wealth affords her treatment, but it also isolates her, creating a paradox of privilege and
vulnerability.

Dick Diver’s arc is equally compelling. Initially portrayed as a confident and gifted professional, his
gradual decline into alcoholism and professional failure reflects Fitzgerald’s critique of the American
Dream’s fragility. The novel subtly interrogates the role of gender and power dynamics within their
marriage, revealing how societal expectations and personal flaws intertwine.

Setting and Symbolism: The French Riviera as a Character

The French Riviera setting is not merely a picturesque backdrop but functions almost as a character in
its own right. Fitzgerald captures the hedonistic lifestyle of the expatriates with lush descriptions of
sun-drenched beaches, lavish parties, and carefree days. Yet, this environment also symbolizes the
impermanence and superficiality of the characters’ lives.

Symbolism permeates the novel, from the recurring imagery of decay and decline to the titular
phrase “Tender is the Night,” taken from John Keats’ poem “Ode to a Nightingale.” This allusion
underscores the transient beauty and inevitable fading of youth and happiness. The contrast between
light and darkness, both literal and metaphorical, is skillfully woven throughout the text.

Comparative Context: *Tender is the Night* and
Fitzgerald’s Other Works

While *Tender is the Night* shares thematic concerns with Fitzgerald’s more famous *The Great
Gatsby*, such as the critique of wealth and the elusive nature of the American Dream, it distinguishes
itself through its psychological depth and complexity. Unlike Gatsby’s more straightforward narrative
of obsession and tragedy, *Tender is the Night* offers a multilayered examination of interpersonal
dynamics and mental health.

In comparison to *This Side of Paradise* or *The Beautiful and Damned*, *Tender is the Night* reflects
a maturation in Fitzgerald’s literary style. The prose is more polished, the characters more intricate,
and the emotional resonance deeper. Scholars often view this novel as Fitzgerald’s most ambitious
and personal work, despite its initial mixed critical reception and commercial performance.



Strengths and Criticisms

Strengths: The novel’s psychological realism, rich characterizations, and evocative setting
provide a textured reading experience. Fitzgerald’s prose is lyrical yet precise, capturing both
the allure and the emptiness of a privileged lifestyle.

Criticisms: Some readers find the pacing uneven, particularly in the novel’s early sections. The
fragmented narrative can be challenging, and the complexity of the characters’ inner lives may
feel inaccessible to those expecting a more straightforward plot.

Legacy and Influence of *Tender is the Night* in
Literary Circles

Over the decades, *Tender is the Night* has gained recognition as a seminal work in American
literature. It has inspired numerous academic studies focused on its portrayal of mental illness,
gender roles, and expatriate culture. The novel’s exploration of psychological decline and the impact
of trauma continues to resonate in contemporary discussions about the human condition.

The book has also influenced modern writers who seek to blend social critique with intimate character
studies. Its portrayal of flawed, deeply human protagonists offers a counterpoint to idealized
depictions of the Jazz Age, enriching the broader understanding of the period.

Furthermore, adaptations of *Tender is the Night* for stage and screen, although limited, have helped
introduce Fitzgerald’s lesser-known masterpiece to wider audiences, underscoring its enduring appeal
and relevance.

SEO Keywords and Integration

Throughout this analysis, keywords such as *tender is the night f scott fitzgerald*, Jazz Age literature,
psychological novel, American expatriates, mental illness in literature, and Fitzgerald’s narrative style
have been woven naturally. These terms enhance the article’s discoverability for readers researching
Fitzgerald’s work or seeking critical insights into early 20th-century American novels.

The use of LSI keywords like 1920s American literature, French Riviera setting, character analysis of
Dick Diver, and themes of wealth and decay ensures comprehensive coverage of related topics while
maintaining a professional and investigative tone.

As readers delve into *Tender is the Night*, they encounter a richly layered narrative that challenges
simplistic interpretations of glamour and success. Fitzgerald’s ability to depict the fragility beneath
the surface of opulence remains a testament to his literary genius and psychological insight.

In essence, *Tender is the Night* stands as a poignant and enduring exploration of human frailty, set
against the dazzling yet deceptive glow of an era defined by excess and change.
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is taken from the poem Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats.
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Fitzgerald was hospitalized for schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland. The author rented the La Paix
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Sayre Fitzgerald was hospitalized for schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland. The author rented the
La Paix estate in the suburb of Towson to work on this book, the story of the rise and fall of Dick
Diver, a promising young psychiatrist, and his wife, Nicole, who is also one of his patients. It was
Fitzgerald's first novel in nine years, and the last that he would complete. The early 1930s, when
Fitzgerald conceived and worked on the book, were the darkest years of his life, and the novel's
bleakness reflects his own experiences. The novel almost mirrors the events of Fitzgerald and
Zelda's lives, as characters are pulled and put back into mental care, and the male figure, Dick
Diver, starts his descent into alcoholism. While working on the book, Fitzgerald was beset with
financial difficulties. He borrowed money from both his editor and his agent and wrote short stories
for commercial magazines.
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writer F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was first published in Scribner's Magazine between January and April
1934 in four issues. The title is taken from the poem Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats.In 1932,
Fitzgerald's wife Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald was hospitalized for schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland.
The author rented the La Paix estate in the suburb of Towson to be close to his wife; at this estate he
would begin a novel on the rise and fall of Dick Diver, a promising young psychiatrist, and his wife,
Nicole, who is also one of his patients. It was Fitzgerald's first novel in nine years and the last that
he would complete. The early 1930s, when Fitzgerald conceived the book, were the darkest years of
his life, and the novel's bleakness reflects his own experiences. The novel almost mirrors the events
of Fitzgerald and Zelda's lives, as characters are pulled out of and put back into mental care, and the
male figure, Dick Diver, starts his descent into alcoholism. While working on the book, Fitzgerald
was beset with financial difficulties. He borrowed money from both his editor and his agent and
wrote short stories for commercial magazines.
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more than 170 short stories, to his last unfinished Hollywood novel. Contributions present the reader
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language novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was first published in Scribner's Magazine between
January-April, 1934 in four issues. It is ranked #28 on the Modern Library's list of the 100 Greatest
Novels of the 20th Century.In 1932, Fitzgerald's wife Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald was hospitalized for
schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland. The author rented the la Paix estate in the suburb of Towson
to work on this book, the story of the rise and fall of Dick Diver, a promising young psychoanalyst
and his wife, Nicole, who is also one of his patients. It would be Fitzgerald's first novel in nine years,
and the last that he would complete. While working on the book he several times ran out of cash and
had to borrow from his editor and agent, and write short stories for commercial magazines. The
early 1930s, when Fitzgerald was conceiving and working on the book, were certainly the darkest
years of his life, and accordingly, the novel has its bleak elements.It should also be noted that two
versions of this novel are in print. The first version, published in 1934, uses flashbacks whilst the
second revised version, prepared by Fitzgerald's friend and noted critic Malcolm Cowley on the
basis of notes for a revision left by Fitzgerald, is ordered chronologically; this version was first
published posthumously in 1951. Critics have suggested that Cowley's revision was undertaken due
to negative reviews of the temporal structure of the book on its first release.The title is taken from
the poem Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats.
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Tender Is the Night is an English language novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was first published in
Scribner's Magazine between January-April, 1934 in four issues. It is ranked #28 on the Modern
Library's list of the 100 Greatest Novels of the 20th Century.In 1932, Fitzgerald's wife Zelda Sayre
Fitzgerald was hospitalized for schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland. The author rented the la Paix
estate in the suburb of Towson to work on this book, the story of the rise and fall of Dick Diver, a
promising young psychoanalyst and his wife, Nicole, who is also one of his patients. It would be
Fitzgerald's first novel in nine years, and the last that he would complete. While working on the book
he several times ran out of cash and had to borrow from his editor and agent, and write short stories
for commercial magazines. The early 1930s, when Fitzgerald was conceiving and working on the
book, were certainly the darkest years of his life, and accordingly, the novel has its bleak elements.It
should also be noted that two versions of this novel are in print. The first version, published in 1934,
uses flashbacks whilst the second revised version, prepared by Fitzgerald's friend and noted critic
Malcolm Cowley on the basis of notes for a revision left by Fitzgerald, is ordered chronologically;
this version was first published posthumously in 1951. Critics have suggested that Cowley's revision
was undertaken due to negative reviews of the temporal structure of the book on its first release.The
title is taken from the poem Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats.
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night Francis Scott Fitzgerald,
2017-04-29 Tender Is the Night is a novel by American writer F. Scott Fitzgerald published in 1934.
Summary : Dick and Nicole Diver are a glamorous couple who take a villa in the South of France and
surround themselves with a circle of friends, mainly Americans. Also staying at the resort are
Rosemary Hoyt, a young actress, and her mother. Rosemary is sucked into the circle of the Divers;
she becomes infatuated with Dick and is also adopted as a close friend by Nicole. Dick toys with, and
later acts upon, the idea of an affair with Rosemary.Rosemary senses something is wrong with the
couple, which is brought to light when one of the guests at a party reports having seen something
strange in the bathroom. Tommy Barban, another guest, comes loyally to the defense of the Divers.
The action involves various other friends, including the Norths, where a frequent occurrence is the
drunken behavior of Abe North. The story becomes complicated when Jules Peterson, a black man, is
murdered and ends up in Rosemary's bed, in a situation which could destroy Rosemary's career.
Dick moves the blood-soaked body to cover up any implied relationship between Rosemary and
Peterson.It is revealed through flashback that as a promising young doctor and psychiatrist, Dick
took on a patient with an especially complex case of neuroses. This patient was Nicole, whose
complicated relationship with her father is suggested as the cause of her breakdown. As her
treatments progress, she becomes infatuated with Dick, who in turn develops Florence Nightingale
syndrome. He eventually determines to marry Nicole, in part, as a means of providing her with



lasting emotional stability. Strong objections are raised by Nicole's sister who believes Dick is
wedding her due to her status as an heiress. As newlyweds, they travel to Europe where Nicole pays
for Dick's partnership in a Swiss clinic and their extravagant lifestyle. Author's Biography : F. Scott
Fitzgerald (1896-1940). While he achieved limited success in his lifetime, he is now widely regarded
as one of the greatest American writers of the 20th century. Fitzgerald is considered a member of
the Lost Generation of the 1920s. He finished four novels: This Side of Paradise, The Beautiful and
Damned, The Great Gatsby, and Tender Is the Night. A fifth, unfinished novel, The Love of the Last
Tycoon, was published posthumously. Fitzgerald also wrote numerous short stories, many of which
treat themes of youth and promise, and age and despair.Extrait : A mile from the sea, where pines
give way to dusty poplars, is an isolated railroad stop, whence one June morning in 1925 a victoria
brought a woman and her daughter down to Gausse's Hotel. The mother's face was of a fading
prettiness that would soon be patted with broken veins; her expression was both tranquil and aware
in a pleasant way. However, one's eye moved on quickly to her daughter, who had magic in her pink
palms and her cheeks lit to a lovely flame, like the thrilling flush of children after their cold baths in
the evening. Her fine forehead sloped gently up to where her hair, bordering it like an armorial
shield, burst into lovelocks and waves and curlicues of ash blonde and gold. Her eyes were bright,
big, clear, wet, and shining, the color of her cheeks was real, breaking close to the surface from the
strong young pump of her heart. Her body hovered delicately on the last edge of childhood--she was
almost eighteen, nearly complete, but the dew was still on her.As sea and sky appeared below them
in a thin, hot line the mother said ...The hotel and its bright tan prayer rug of a beach were one. In
the early morning the distant image of Cannes, the pink and cream of old fortifications, the purple
Alp that bounded Italy, were cast across the water and lay quavering in the ripples and rings sent...
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night F. Scott Fitzgerald, 1996-06-10 F.
Scott Fitzgerald wrote in a friend's copy of Tender Is the Night, If you liked The Great Gatsby, for
God's sake read this. Gatsby was a tour de force but this is a confession of faith. Set in the South of
France in the decade after World War I, Tender Is the Night is the story of a brilliant and magnetic
psychiatrist named Dick Diver; the bewitching, wealthy, and dangerously unstable mental patient,
Nicole, who becomes his wife; and the beautiful, harrowing ten-year pas de deux they act out along
the border between sanity and madness. In Tender Is the Night, Fitzgerald deliberately set out to
write the most ambitious and far-reaching novel of his career, experimenting radically with narrative
conventions of chronology and point of view and drawing on early breakthroughs in psychiatry to
enrich his account of the makeup and breakdown of character and culture. Tender Is the Night is
also the most intensely, even painfully, autobiographical of Fitzgerald's novels; it smolders with a
dark, bitter vitality because it is so utterly true. This account of a caring man who disintegrates
under the twin strains of his wife's derangement and a lifestyle that gnaws away at his sense of
moral values offers an authorial cri de coeur, while Dick Diver's downward spiral into alcoholic
dissolution is an eerie portent of Fitzgerald's own fate. F. Scott Fitzgerald literally put his soul into
Tender Is the Night, and the novel's lack of commercial success upon its initial publication in 1934
shattered him. He would die six years later without having published another novel, and without
knowing that Tender Is the Night would come to be seen as perhaps its author's most poignant
masterpiece. In Mabel Dodge Luhan's words, it raised him to the heights of a modern Orpheus.
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night Illustrated Francis Scott Fitzgerald,
2021-02-24 Tender Is the Night, semiautobiographical novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald, published in
1934. It is the story of a psychiatrist who marries one of his patients; as she slowly recovers, she
exhausts his vitality until he is, in Fitzgerald's words, un homme a used-up man
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is The Night - Fitzgerald F. Scott Fitzgerald,
2024-03-14 Tender is the Night is F. Scott Fitzgerald's fourth and final completed novel, narrating
the tragic story of Dick Diver, a young and brilliant psychiatrist whose career is interrupted when he
marries the wealthy Nicole Warren, one of his patients. In this work, Fitzgerald addresses themes
such as alcoholism, human depravity, psychoanalysis, loneliness, adultery, among others. Tender is
the Night is considered by Scott Fitzgerald as his best literary work, and in 1998, the Modern



Library ranked it 28th on its list of the 1 00 best English-language novels of the 20th century.
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night (Annotated) F. Scott Fitzgerald,
2020-04-19 This is the annotated version of the original Novel. This is the Summarized Version of
the Novel. This Summary Version consists of 68500 words (approx.) which is about 60% to 65%
summary of the original novel. This Novel is in 3 parts and we had tried to prepared a summary of
each part separately and each part of the summary is on at a fresh page.Tender Is the Night is the
fourth and final novel completed by American writer F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was first published in
Scribner's Magazine between January and April 1934 in four issues. The title is taken from the poem
Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats.In 1932, Fitzgerald's wife Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald was
hospitalized for schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland. The author rented the La Paix estate in the
suburb of Towson to be close to his wife; at this estate, he would begin a novel on the rise and fall of
Dick Diver, a promising young psychiatrist, and his wife, Nicole, who is also one of his patients. It
was Fitzgerald's first novel in nine years and the last that he would complete. The early 1930s, when
Fitzgerald conceived the book, were the darkest years of his life, and the novel's bleakness reflects
his own experiences. The novel almost mirrors the events of Fitzgerald and Zelda's lives, as
characters are pulled out of and put back into mental care, and the male figure, Dick Diver, starts
his descent into alcoholism. While working on the book, Fitzgerald was beset with financial
difficulties. He borrowed money from both his editor and his agent and wrote short stories for
commercial magazines.Two versions of the novel are in print. The first version, published in 1934,
uses flashbacks; the second, revised version, prepared by Fitzgerald's friend and noted critic
Malcolm Cowley on the basis of notes for a revision left by Fitzgerald, is ordered chronologically and
was first published posthumously in 1948. Critics have suggested that Cowley's revision was
undertaken due to negative reviews of the temporal structure of the first version of the
book.Fitzgerald considered Tender Is the Night to be his greatest work. Although it received a tepid
response upon release, it has grown in acclaim over the years and is widely regarded as among
Fitzgerald's best books. In 1998, the Modern Library ranked the novel 28th on its list of the 100 best
English-language novels of the 20th century.Plot SummaryDick and Nicole Diver are a glamorous
couple who rent a villa in the South of France and surround themselves with a circle of friends,
mainly Americans. Rosemary becomes infatuated with Dick and also becomes close to Nicole. Dick
toys with the idea of having an affair with Rosemary. Rosemary senses something is wrong with the
couple, which is brought to light when one of the guests at a party reports having seen something
strange in a bathroom. The story becomes complicated when Jules Peterson, a black man, is
murdered in Paris and ends up in Rosemary's bed at the hotel, a situation that could destroy
Rosemary's career. Dick moves the blood-soaked body out of the room to cover up any implied
relationship between Rosemary and Peterson. It is revealed that Captain Dick Diver, a promising
young doctor, and psychiatrist, while visiting his friend Franz, also a psychiatrist, had earlier met a
stunning teenage patient with an especially complex case of neuroses. Strong objections are raised
by Nicole's sister, who believes Dick is marrying Nicole because of her status as an heiress. Dick is
offered by Franz a partnership in a Swiss psychiatric clinic, and Nicole pays for the enterprise. After
his father's death, Dick travels to America for the burial, and then to Rome in hopes of seeing
Rosemary. Dick gets into an altercation with the police, and Nicole's sister helps him to get out of
jail. At the end of the book, Nicole divorces Dick and marries Barban.
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night Francis Scott Fitzgerald,
2018-11-19 Tender is the Night: Large Printby Francis Scott FitzgeraldTender Is the Night is an
English language novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was first published in Scribner's Magazine between
January-April, 1934 in four issues. It is ranked #28 on the Modern Library's list of the 100 Greatest
Novels of the 20th Century.
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night by Francis Scott Fitzgerald
Illustrated (Penguin Classics) Francis Scott Fitzgerald, 2021-06-20 Tender Is the Night is an English
language novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was first published in Scribner's Magazine between
January-April, 1934 in four issues. It is ranked #28 on the Modern Library's list of the 100 Greatest



Novels of the 20th Century.In 1932, Fitzgerald's wife Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald was hospitalized for
schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland. The author rented the la Paix estate in the suburb of Towson
to work on this book, the story of the rise and fall of Dick Diver, a promising young psychoanalyst
and his wife, Nicole, who is also one of his patients. It would be Fitzgerald's first novel in nine years,
and the last that he would complete. While working on the book he several times ran out of cash and
had to borrow from his editor and agent, and write short stories for commercial magazines. The
early 1930s, when Fitzgerald was conceiving and working on the book, were certainly the darkest
years of his life, and accordingly, the novel has its bleak elements.It should also be noted that two
versions of this novel are in print. The first version, published in 1934, uses flashbacks whilst the
second revised version, prepared by Fitzgerald's friend and noted critic Malcolm Cowley on the
basis of notes for a revision left by Fitzgerald, is ordered chronologically; this version was first
published posthumously in 1951. Critics have suggested that Cowley's revision was undertaken due
to negative reviews of the temporal structure of the book on its first release.The title is taken from
the poem Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats.
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night (Annotated) Francis Fitzgerald,
2021-01-13 Tender Is the Night is an English language novel F. Scott Fitzgerald. It was first
published in Scribner's Magazine between January-April, 1934 in four issues. It is ranked #28 on the
Modern Library's list...
  tender is the night f scott fitzgerald: Tender Is the Night :by Francis Scott Fitzgerald Francis
Fitzgerald, 2020-03-06 Tender Is the Night is an English language novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. It
was first published in Scribner's Magazine between January-April, 1934 in four issues. It is ranked
#28 on the Modern Library's list of the 100 Greatest Novels of the 20th Century.In 1932,
Fitzgerald's wife Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald was hospitalized for schizophrenia in Baltimore, Maryland.
The author rented the la Paix estate in the suburb of Towson to work on this book, the story of the
rise and fall of Dick Diver, a promising young psychoanalyst and his wife, Nicole, who is also one of
his patients. It would be Fitzgerald's first novel in nine years, and the last that he would complete.
While working on the book he several times ran out of cash and had to borrow from his editor and
agent, and write short stories for commercial magazines. The early 1930s, when Fitzgerald was
conceiving and working on the book, were certainly the darkest years of his life, and accordingly, the
novel has its bleak elements.
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