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Dennis Potter Blue Remembered Hills: A Timeless Exploration of Childhood and
Memory

dennis potter blue remembered hills stands as one of the most poignant and
memorable works in British television drama. This one-act television play,
written by the acclaimed playwright Dennis Potter, delves into the complex
world of childhood, memory, and the often overlooked darkness that can exist
beneath the surface of seemingly innocent experiences. First broadcast in
1979, Blue Remembered Hills continues to captivate audiences with its unique
storytelling approach and thought-provoking themes. In this article, we’ll
explore the significance of Dennis Potter’s masterpiece, its innovative
production choices, and why it remains relevant in discussions about memory,
identity, and the human condition.

The Genesis of Dennis Potter Blue Remembered
Hills

Dennis Potter, known for his groundbreaking work in television drama, had a
distinct talent for exploring the blurred lines between reality and
imagination. Blue Remembered Hills originated from Potter’s fascination with
the way memory shapes our understanding of the past. Inspired by A.E.
Housman’s poem “To an Athlete Dying Young,” the play captures a snapshot of
childhood in rural England during World War II. Potter’s script deftly
captures the innocence, cruelty, and complexities of children’s interactions,
revealing that beneath their playfulness lies a reflection of adult behaviors
and societal tensions.

Unique Casting: Adults Playing Children

One of the most striking and innovative aspects of Blue Remembered Hills is
Potter’s decision to cast adult actors to portray seven-year-old children.
This unusual choice creates a surreal and unsettling effect, encouraging
viewers to reflect on the nature of childhood and memory. Rather than
presenting children as purely innocent, the adult actors emphasize the
emotional depth and sometimes harsh realities that children experience. This
casting choice challenges traditional narratives and allows the audience to
engage with the characters on multiple levels, recognizing how childhood
memories often carry the weight of adult understanding.

Themes and Symbolism in Blue Remembered Hills

Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills is rich with themes that resonate
deeply with viewers, many of which continue to be relevant today. The play is
a meditation on the passage of time, the reliability of memory, and the
duality of human nature.



The Complexity of Childhood

At its core, Blue Remembered Hills confronts the myth of childhood innocence.
While the setting is idyllic and the children’s games appear lighthearted,
the interactions reveal jealousy, cruelty, and rivalry. Potter suggests that
children are not immune to the flaws and darker impulses that define human
behavior, challenging the nostalgic idealization of youth. This portrayal
prompts the audience to reconsider how childhood experiences shape adult
identities and emotional landscapes.

Memory and Nostalgia

Memory plays a central role in the narrative structure of Blue Remembered
Hills. The play is essentially a recollection of a single summer day,
filtered through the lens of adult reflection. Potter’s writing highlights
how memories can be selective and subjective, often romanticizing or
distorting the past. The title itself, borrowed from Housman’s poem, evokes a
bittersweet longing for a time that is irretrievably lost. This exploration
resonates with anyone who has grappled with the ways in which their own
memories influence their present sense of self.

Production and Direction: Bringing Blue
Remembered Hills to Life

The success of Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills owes much to its
innovative production and the vision of director Adrian Shergold. The
collaboration between writer and director ensured that the play’s themes were
conveyed with subtlety and emotional impact.

Visual Style and Setting

Set against the backdrop of the English countryside, the play’s visual
aesthetic emphasizes the contrast between the pastoral beauty and the
undercurrents of tension among the children. The use of natural lighting and
simple, authentic costumes helps to ground the story in a recognizable
reality, while the adult actors’ performances introduce an element of
theatricality and abstraction. This blend creates a timeless atmosphere that
invites viewers to reflect on their own childhood memories.

Performance Highlights

The cast’s ability to embody the innocence and complexity of childhood is
crucial to the play’s emotional resonance. Notable performances by actors
such as John Bird and Michael Gough bring depth and nuance to their roles,
capturing the fleeting moments of joy, fear, and cruelty that define the
narrative. Their portrayals demonstrate Potter’s skill in writing characters
that are both specific to a time and place and universally relatable.



The Enduring Impact of Dennis Potter Blue
Remembered Hills

Decades after its original broadcast, Blue Remembered Hills remains an
essential work in the canon of British television drama. Its exploration of
childhood memory, identity, and the human psyche continues to inspire new
generations of writers, directors, and actors.

Influence on Television and Theatre

Dennis Potter’s innovative storytelling techniques, including the use of
adult actors as children and the blending of memory with present experience,
have influenced numerous television dramas and stage productions. Blue
Remembered Hills is often studied in academic settings for its narrative
structure and thematic richness. It serves as a benchmark for how television
can tackle complex psychological and social issues within a concise and
impactful format.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

In today’s world, where conversations about childhood trauma, memory, and
identity are increasingly prominent, Blue Remembered Hills offers valuable
insights. Its nuanced portrayal of the darker aspects of childhood encourages
empathetic understanding and challenges simplistic narratives about youth.
The play’s message about the lasting influence of early experiences remains
profoundly relevant in psychology, education, and social work.

Where to Watch and Appreciate Blue Remembered
Hills

For those interested in experiencing Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills,
there are several ways to access this seminal work. It has been released on
DVD and is occasionally featured in retrospectives of British television
drama. Additionally, some streaming platforms specializing in classic British
TV may offer the play as part of their catalog. Watching Blue Remembered
Hills with an awareness of its historical context and thematic depth can
greatly enhance appreciation of Potter’s artistry.

Tips for Viewing

Pay close attention to the dialogue and interactions, as much of the
emotional weight is conveyed through subtle exchanges.

Consider the significance of the adult actors playing children and how
this affects your perception of the characters.

Reflect on your own memories of childhood and how they might align or



contrast with the portrayal in the play.

Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills remains a powerful and evocative
exploration of childhood and memory, inviting viewers to reconsider the
innocence of youth and the complexities that lie beneath the surface of our
earliest experiences. Its lasting impact on television drama and its
continued relevance make it a must-watch for anyone interested in the
intersection of art, psychology, and social commentary.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Blue Remembered Hills' by Dennis Potter
about?

'Blue Remembered Hills' is a television play written by Dennis Potter that
depicts the lives of a group of seven-year-old children during World War II,
exploring themes of innocence, cruelty, and the loss of childhood.

When was 'Blue Remembered Hills' first broadcast?

'Blue Remembered Hills' was first broadcast on BBC television in 1979.

What is unique about the casting in 'Blue Remembered
Hills'?

The play features adult actors portraying seven-year-old children, which is a
distinctive choice that emphasizes the psychological and thematic depth of
the story.

What themes does Dennis Potter explore in 'Blue
Remembered Hills'?

Dennis Potter explores themes such as childhood innocence, cruelty,
friendship, and the impact of war on everyday life.

Where is 'Blue Remembered Hills' set?

The play is set in the English countryside during World War II, capturing a
rural village atmosphere.

How does 'Blue Remembered Hills' reflect Dennis
Potter’s writing style?

'Blue Remembered Hills' showcases Potter’s innovative storytelling, blending
nostalgia with darker undertones and using symbolic and poetic language.

Has 'Blue Remembered Hills' won any awards?

Yes, 'Blue Remembered Hills' received critical acclaim and won the BAFTA TV
Award for Best Single Play in 1980.



Why are adult actors used to play children in 'Blue
Remembered Hills'?

Using adult actors to play children creates a surreal and unsettling effect,
highlighting the complexities and darker aspects of childhood behavior.

Is 'Blue Remembered Hills' available for streaming or
purchase?

Yes, 'Blue Remembered Hills' has been released on DVD and may be available on
certain streaming platforms specializing in classic British television.

What is the significance of the title 'Blue
Remembered Hills'?

The title is taken from a poem by A.E. Housman, symbolizing nostalgia and the
bittersweet memories of childhood and the English countryside.

Additional Resources
Dennis Potter Blue Remembered Hills: A Profound Exploration of Memory and
Childhood

dennis potter blue remembered hills stands as one of the most compelling
pieces in British television drama, illustrating the playwright’s unique
ability to blend nostalgia with darker undercurrents of human nature. Written
by Dennis Potter and first broadcast in 1979, this one-act television play
remains a poignant exploration of childhood innocence and cruelty, set
against the backdrop of the English countryside during World War II. Its
innovative casting—where adults play the roles of children—distinguishes it
as a notable work in Potter’s oeuvre and television history.

In-Depth Analysis of Dennis Potter Blue
Remembered Hills

At the heart of Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills lies a sophisticated
examination of memory and perception. The title itself evokes a line from
A.E. Housman’s poem “Into My Heart an Air That Kills,” signaling a wistful
reflection on the past. Potter’s play delves into the complexities of
childhood, a time often romanticized, yet here presented with unflinching
realism. By employing adult actors to portray children, the play underscores
the idea that childhood experiences are not merely innocent or simplistic but
are laden with emotions and behaviors that foreshadow adult complexities.

The narrative unfolds over a single day in 1943, focusing on a group of
seven-year-old children enjoying a summer afternoon. While the setting and
activities appear idyllic, the interactions reveal undercurrents of jealousy,
bullying, and cruelty. This juxtaposition of innocence and brutality invites
viewers to reconsider nostalgic views of childhood, emphasizing how early
experiences shape identity and social dynamics.



Innovative Casting and Its Impact

One of the most striking features of Dennis Potter blue remembered hills is
the decision to cast adult actors in the roles of children. This
unconventional choice challenges traditional representations of youth in
drama and television. The adults’ mature voices and physical presence
contrast sharply with their childlike costumes and mannerisms, creating a
dissonance that forces the audience to engage critically with the subject
matter.

This casting technique also highlights the performative nature of childhood
itself—how children navigate social roles and expectations. The adults’
portrayal adds depth to the characters, suggesting that the seeds of adult
behavior and emotional patterns are evident even in early childhood. This
approach fosters a deeper understanding of how innocence can coexist with
darker impulses.

Thematic Elements and Social Commentary

Blue Remembered Hills is rich with thematic complexity. Beyond its
exploration of childhood, it serves as a commentary on memory, war, and
social class. The setting during World War II is not merely historical
context but subtly influences the characters’ interactions. The looming
presence of war contrasts with the children’s seemingly carefree world,
underscoring the fragility of innocence in times of conflict.

Potter also scrutinizes social dynamics and power structures. The children’s
interactions reflect hierarchies and rivalries, mirroring adult society’s
divisions. Issues such as bullying and exclusion emerge, illustrating how
societal behaviors are ingrained from a young age. This critical lens prompts
viewers to reflect on the formative impact of social environments.

Comparisons with Other Works by Dennis Potter

Dennis Potter’s blue remembered hills is often compared with his other
notable works such as “The Singing Detective” and “Pennies from Heaven,” both
of which also explore memory, identity, and the interplay between fantasy and
reality. However, Blue Remembered Hills is distinct in its minimalist setting
and focus on a single day, offering a concentrated meditation on childhood.

Unlike Potter’s more elaborate narrative structures and use of musical
interludes in his later works, Blue Remembered Hills relies heavily on
dialogue and performance subtlety. This streamlined approach amplifies the
emotional impact and invites viewers to focus intently on character dynamics
and thematic resonance.

Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, blue remembered hills received critical acclaim for its
originality and emotional depth. It won the British Academy Television Award
(BAFTA) for Best Single Play in 1980, cementing its status as a landmark
production. Critics praised Potter’s script and the powerful performances of



the adult cast, noting how the play challenged conventional storytelling
techniques.

Over the decades, the play has maintained its relevance, frequently studied
in academic circles and revived in stage adaptations. Its enduring appeal
lies in its universal themes of memory, childhood, and the loss of innocence,
which continue to resonate with contemporary audiences.

Key Features and Elements of Blue Remembered
Hills

Setting: Rural English countryside during World War II, providing a
nostalgic yet tense backdrop.

Cast: Adult actors portraying children, creating a unique viewing
experience.

Duration: Approximately 50 minutes, a concise and tightly written one-
act play.

Dialogue: Naturalistic and evocative, emphasizing character psychology
and social tension.

Themes: Childhood innocence vs. cruelty, memory, social hierarchy, and
the impact of war.

Pros and Cons in the Context of Television Drama

Pros:1.

Innovative casting that challenges viewer perceptions.

Strong script that balances poetic nostalgia with harsh realism.

Compact runtime that delivers a powerful emotional punch.

Timeless themes that encourage reflection on human nature.

Cons:2.

The casting choice may be unsettling or confusing for some viewers
initially.

The minimalistic setting might feel sparse compared to more
elaborate productions.

Its slow pacing and focus on dialogue might not appeal to audiences
accustomed to fast-paced narratives.



Dennis Potter’s blue remembered hills remains a testament to his skill as a
dramatist who could provoke deep emotional and intellectual responses within
a brief format. Its exploration of childhood through the lens of adult
performers offers a unique insight into the complexities of growing up,
memory, and the interplay between innocence and experience. As television
drama continues to evolve, the play’s innovative techniques and enduring
themes secure its place as a touchstone in British cultural history.
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