1955 chevy ignition switch wiring
diagram

1955 Chevy Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram: A Detailed Guide for Classic Car
Enthusiasts

1955 chevy ignition switch wiring diagram is a crucial piece of information
for anyone restoring or maintaining a classic '55 Chevy. Whether you're a
seasoned mechanic or a passionate hobbyist, understanding the wiring of the
ignition switch can save you considerable time and frustration. In this
article, we’ll walk through the essentials of the 1955 Chevy ignition switch
wiring diagram, explore the key components involved, and offer tips on how to
troubleshoot and correctly wire your ignition system.

The Importance of the 1955 Chevy Ignition
Switch Wiring Diagram

The ignition switch in a 1955 Chevy acts as the gateway for electrical power
to reach critical systems like the ignition coil, starter, and accessories. A
properly wired ignition switch ensures your classic Chevy starts reliably and
runs smoothly. However, given the vehicle’s age, wiring can become brittle,
connectors corroded, or previous repairs done incorrectly. This is why having
a clear and accurate 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram is essential.

A wiring diagram serves as a roadmap, illustrating how each wire connects to
the ignition switch and other components such as the battery, coil, starter
solenoid, and fuse block. With this knowledge, you can confidently diagnose
electrical issues or perform modifications without risking damage to your
vehicle’s electrical system.

Understanding the Basics of the 1955 Chevy
Ignition Switch Wiring

Before diving into the actual wiring diagram, it’'s helpful to grasp some
fundamental concepts. The ignition switch typically has several terminals,

each designated for a specific function. In the 1955 Chevy, the ignition
switch terminals are commonly labeled as:

e B (Battery): Connects directly to the battery or fuse block and provides
constant power.

e IGN (Ignition): Supplies power to the ignition coil and other ignition-



related circuits.
e ST (Start): Engages the starter solenoid during engine cranking.

e ACC (Accessory): Powers accessories like the radio or wipers when the
key is in the accessory position.

Knowing these terminal functions helps you trace the wires accurately and
identify any faults. For example, if your Chevy won’'t start but the
accessories work, it could indicate an issue with the ignition or starter
terminals.

Key Components Connected to the Ignition Switch

The ignition switch wiring doesn’t operate in isolation. It is part of a
broader electrical network, including:

Battery: The primary power source for the vehicle'’s electrical system.

Starter Solenoid: Receives signal from the ignition switch to crank the
engine.

Ignition Coil: Converts battery voltage to the high voltage needed to
create a spark in the spark plugs.

Fuse Block: Protects electrical circuits by preventing overloads.

Accessory Circuits: Includes components like the radio, windshield
wipers, and gauges.

Each wire’s gauge and insulation type matter, especially in an older vehicle
where original materials may have degraded. Using the correct wiring and
connectors not only preserves the authenticity of your classic Chevy but also
ensures safety and reliability.

Reading and Interpreting the 1955 Chevy
Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram
A typical 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram depicts the flow of

current from the battery through the ignition switch to various components.
Let’s break down how to read these diagrams effectively.



Color Coding and Wire Identification

Wiring diagrams often use color codes to help identify wires quickly. For the
1955 Chevy, common wire color codes include:

e Red: Usually the main power feed from the battery to the ignition
switch.
e Brown or Dark Red: Power to the ignition coil.

e Yellow: Starter solenoid wire, energized when the key is turned to
“Start.”

e Orange: Accessory power circuit.

However, it’s essential to verify these colors with your specific wiring
diagram or the vehicle itself, as previous owners may have altered wiring
colors.

Tracing Circuits Step-by-Step

When using the wiring diagram, follow these steps:
1. Locate the battery wire (often red) feeding into the ignition switch’s
“B"” terminal.

2. Trace the ignition wire (brown or dark red) from the “IGN” terminal to
the ignition coil and other ignition-related devices.

3. Follow the starter wire (yellow) from the “ST” terminal to the starter
solenoid.

4. Identify accessory wires (orange) leading to radios, wipers, or other
electrical accessories.

This systematic approach helps avoid confusion and prevents accidental cross-
wiring, which could cause shorts or system failures.

Common Wiring Issues and How to Fix Them

Owning a classic 1955 Chevy means dealing with electrical quirks from time to



time. Here are some typical problems related to the ignition switch wiring
and tips on addressing them.

Loose or Corroded Connections

Over decades, wiring terminals can become loose or corroded, leading to
intermittent power loss. To fix this:

e Clean all terminals and connectors with electrical contact cleaner.

e Tighten any loose nuts or screws securing wires to the ignition switch.

e Replace corroded connectors with new, high-quality terminals.

Worn or Damaged Wires

Old wiring insulation can crack or wear away, exposing wires and increasing
the risk of shorts. When you spot damaged wires:

e Cut out the damaged section and splice in new wire of the same gauge and
color.
e Use heat shrink tubing or electrical tape to insulate splices securely.

e Consider replacing entire wire runs if damage is extensive.

Ignition Switch Failure

A faulty ignition switch can cause your Chevy not to start or stall
unexpectedly. Symptoms include no power to ignition or starter circuits when
the key is turned. Testing involves:

e Using a multimeter to check for voltage at the ignition switch
terminals.

e Replacing the ignition switch if it fails continuity or doesn’t supply
power as expected.



Upgrading or Modifying Your 1955 Chevy Ignition
Wiring
Some enthusiasts prefer upgrading their 1955 Chevy’s ignition wiring for

improved reliability or modern convenience. Here are a few ideas that blend
classic style with enhanced functionality.

Installing a Modern Ignition Switch

Modern ignition switches often come with improved internal contacts and more
wiring options. When upgrading:

e Ensure the new switch matches the original terminal layout or be
prepared to rewire accordingly.

e Use the original 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram as a
reference to map connections.

e Maintain the accessory circuit if you want to preserve the factory feel.

Adding a Fuse or Circuit Breaker

Many classic Chevys lack adequate circuit protection on ignition circuits.
Adding an inline fuse or circuit breaker between the battery and ignition
switch can prevent damage caused by shorts or overloads.

Using Modern Wiring Harnesses

Aftermarket wiring harnesses designed for classic cars can simplify
restoration projects. These harnesses include pre-terminated wires and
connectors matching factory colors and routing. Make sure the harness
includes the ignition switch wiring and corresponds to your model year
specifications.

Finding Reliable 1955 Chevy Ignition Switch
Wiring Diagrams

Locating an accurate wiring diagram is sometimes challenging, especially for



classic models like the 1955 Chevy. Here are some tips on where to find
trustworthy wiring diagrams:

e Factory Service Manuals: Original Chevrolet manuals from 1955 include
detailed wiring diagrams and are the most reliable source.

e Classic Car Forums: Enthusiast communities often share scanned wiring
diagrams and troubleshooting advice.

e Online Resources and PDF Archives: Websites dedicated to classic car
restoration frequently host downloadable wiring diagrams.

e Aftermarket Repair Guides: Haynes or Chilton manuals provide simplified
wiring diagrams and step-by-step instructions.

Always cross-reference multiple sources to verify the accuracy of any wiring
diagram before starting your work.

Final Thoughts on Wiring Your 1955 Chevy
Ignition Switch

Working with the 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram can feel
overwhelming at first, but with patience and the right approach, it'’s
entirely manageable. Remember that the ignition switch is the heart of your
vehicle’s electrical system, so precise wiring and clean connections are key.
Whether restoring original wiring, repairing faults, or upgrading with modern
components, taking time to understand the wiring layout will pay off in a
smoothly running and dependable classic Chevy.

If you're ever unsure, don’t hesitate to consult with fellow enthusiasts or
professional restorers who specialize in vintage Chevys. With the right
resources and a bit of hands-on experience, you’ll soon master the wiring
that keeps your 1955 Chevy firing on all cylinders.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a reliable 1955 Chevy ignition
switch wiring diagram?

You can find reliable 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagrams in vintage
Chevy repair manuals, dedicated classic car forums, or websites specializing
in classic car restoration like ClassicCarWiring.com.



What are the main wire colors to look for in a 1955
Chevy ignition switch wiring?

Typically, the main wire colors include red for the battery feed, brown for
the ignition circuit, and purple for accessories, but colors can vary

depending on modifications, so always verify with a wiring diagram specific
to your model.

How do I wire the ignition switch on a 1955 Chevy to
prevent starting issues?

Ensure the battery wire is connected to the correct terminal on the ignition
switch, the ignition wire runs to the coil, and the accessory wire powers the
appropriate circuits. Using a proper wiring diagram ensures correct
connections and reliable starting.

Can I use a modern ignition switch wiring diagram
for my 1955 Chevy?

It's not recommended to use a modern ignition switch wiring diagram because
the wiring layout and electrical system differ significantly. Always use a
wiring diagram specific to the 1955 Chevy for accurate and safe wiring.

What common problems occur with the ignition switch
wiring in a 1955 Chevy?

Common issues include corrosion on terminals, broken or brittle wires,
incorrect wiring from previous repairs, and worn contacts inside the ignition
switch, all of which can cause starting problems or electrical failures.

How can I test the ignition switch wiring on my 1955
Chevy for faults?

Use a multimeter to check for continuity and voltage at the ignition switch
terminals while turning the switch through its positions. Compare readings
against the wiring diagram to identify any wiring faults or open circuits.

Additional Resources
1955 Chevy Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram: A Detailed Exploration

1955 chevy ignition switch wiring diagram represents an essential component
for anyone looking to restore, repair, or maintain a classic Chevrolet from
that era. Given the age and historical significance of the 1955 Chevy,
understanding the intricacies of its ignition switch wiring is crucial for
both hobbyists and professional mechanics. This article delves into the



wiring diagram specifics, highlighting the connections, typical issues, and
best practices for working on these classic vehicles.

Understanding the 1955 Chevy Ignition Switch
Wiring Diagram

The ignition switch is a pivotal element in the electrical system of the 1955
Chevy. It acts as the gateway for power distribution to the vehicle’s
essential functions including the starter motor, ignition coil, and
accessories. The wiring diagram for the ignition switch reveals how power
flows from the battery through the ignition switch to various circuits,
ensuring the engine starts and runs efficiently.

In the 1955 Chevrolet models, the ignition switch typically features multiple
terminals, each designated for specific functions. These terminals are
commonly labeled as “B” (battery), “S” (starter), “I"” (ignition), and “A” or
“ACC"” (accessories). The wiring diagram outlines the color codes and routing
paths for each wire, which is invaluable when diagnosing electrical faults or
performing restorations.

Key Components in the Ignition Wiring

The ignition switch wiring encompasses several key components that must be
correctly connected for optimal performance:

e Battery Terminal (B): Supplies constant 12-volt power to the ignition
switch.

e Ignition Terminal (I): Delivers power to the ignition coil and ignition
system when the key is in the “ON” position.

e Starter Terminal (S): Sends power to the starter solenoid during the
“START” position.

* Accessory Terminal (A or ACC): Powers the vehicle’s accessories such as
the radio and windshield wipers without activating the ignition.

Each wire color corresponds to these functions, and referencing the 1955
Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram ensures these connections are accurately
identified.



Historical Context and Variations in Wiring

The 1955 Chevy was part of Chevrolet’s first generation of the iconic “Tri-
Five” series, making the ignition wiring a classic example of mid-20th-
century automotive electrical design. Unlike modern vehicles with complex
multiplexed wiring and computer control modules, the 1955 Chevy’'s ignition
system is relatively straightforward, relying on simple direct connections.

However, variations exist depending on the specific model and factory
options. For example, the Bel Air, 210, and 150 models might have slight
differences in accessory wiring or additional circuits for optional
equipment. The wiring diagram for a 1955 Chevy ignition switch must be cross-
referenced with the vehicle’s particular build sheet or factory manual to
ensure precision.

Common Wiring Colors and Their Functions

In the 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring, certain wire colors are standard,
but it’'s essential to note that some wires may vary based on production
batches or aftermarket modifications:

e Red: Typically the main power feed from the battery to the ignition
switch.

e Pink: Often used for the ignition circuit leading to the coil and
distributor.

e Brown: Usually the accessory wire providing power to non-essential
systems.

e Yellow or Green: Commonly associated with the starter solenoid
activation wire.

These colors help users trace and troubleshoot circuits using the ignition
switch wiring diagram efficiently.

Practical Applications of the 1955 Chevy
Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram

The wiring diagram serves several practical purposes for enthusiasts and
mechanics:



Diagnosing Electrical Problems

One of the most frequent challenges with classic cars like the 1955 Chevy
involves electrical malfunctions such as a no-start condition, intermittent
ignition issues, or accessory power failures. By consulting the ignition
switch wiring diagram, technicians can methodically test each circuit and
terminal to isolate faults.

Restoration and Customization

When restoring a 1955 Chevy to original specifications, adherence to the
authentic wiring schematic is key to preserving the vehicle’s integrity.
Conversely, for those customizing or upgrading the ignition system—such as
installing an electronic ignition or aftermarket switch—the wiring diagram
acts as a baseline to ensure compatibility and safe modifications.

Preventing Wiring Hazards

Given the age of these vehicles, insulation on wires can deteriorate, leading
to shorts or electrical fires. A clear understanding of the ignition switch
wiring layout can guide proper rewiring efforts, including the use of modern
wire gauges and protective conduits without compromising original design
intent.

Comparing the 1955 Chevy Ignition Wiring with
Later Models

While the 1955 Chevy ignition wiring is relatively simple, later Chevrolet
models introduced more complex ignition systems, including integrated
ignition modules and computerized controls. For instance, the 1960s Chevys
often featured a different ignition switch design with additional terminals
for enhanced accessory control.

Comparatively, the 1955 ignition switch wiring is more accessible for DIY
repairs but lacks some safety features present in modern vehicles, such as
built-in anti-theft or immobilizer systems. Understanding these distinctions
is valuable for restorers who might consider retrofitting newer technologies
into a vintage chassis.

Pros and Cons of the 1955 Chevy Ignition Wiring



System

e Pros:
o Simplicity promotes easier troubleshooting and repairs.
o Traditional design is faithful to the era, preserving authenticity.

o Less reliance on complex electronics reduces risk of electronic
failure.

e Cons:
o Lacks modern safety and convenience features.
o Wiring insulation degradation can lead to electrical issues.

o Original wiring colors and configurations may be inconsistent due
to age and repairs.

Tips for Working with the 1955 Chevy Ignition
Switch Wiring

Anyone looking to work with or modify the 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring
should consider the following best practices:

1. Use a Reliable Wiring Diagram: Always reference an accurate, factory-
correct ignition switch wiring diagram specific to the 1955 Chevy model
to avoid miswiring.

2. Check Wire Condition: Inspect all wires for brittleness, corrosion, and
insulation damage before reconnecting or replacing them.

3. Label Wires During Disassembly: Mark wires with tape and notes to
maintain proper connectivity during restoration.

4. Employ Modern Materials: Use contemporary wiring harnesses and
connectors compatible with original specifications for improved
durability.



5. Test Circuits Methodically: Utilize a multimeter to verify continuity
and voltage flow along the ignition circuits.

These steps ensure both safety and functionality in maintaining the ignition
system.

Resources for Obtaining Wiring Diagrams

While many enthusiasts rely on printed factory manuals, several online
resources offer downloadable 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagrams.
Classic car forums, restoration communities, and specialized automotive
literature publishers provide a range of diagrams that include color coding,
terminal identification, and wiring paths.

Purchasing an official Chevrolet service manual or consulting with vintage
auto electricians can also provide access to the most accurate and detailed
diagrams.

The 1955 Chevy ignition switch wiring diagram remains an indispensable tool
for anyone invested in the care and operation of these historic vehicles. Its
simplicity belies the critical role it plays in ensuring reliable starts and
smooth operation of the classic Chevy'’s electrical system. Whether restoring
to factory standards or upgrading components, a thorough grasp of the
ignition wiring layout is fundamental to automotive success.

1955 Chevy Ignition Switch Wiring Diagram
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Recman - nowoczesna elegancja - moda meska Recman Nowoczesna elegancja od Recman -
polskiej marki odziezowej z ponad 30-letnim doswiadczeniem w krawiectwie meskim. OdwiedZ nasz
sklep online - wysytka w 24h, 30 dni na

Recman - Company Profile & Staff Directory | ContactOut Zapraszamy do zapoznania sie z
marka Recman, ktora osiggneta wysoka pozycje na polskim rynku odziezowym, dzieki
zaangazowaniu utalentowanych Specjalistdw i Partneréw. Recman

RECMAN | Galeria Baltycka RECMAN The history of the brand's success goes back to 1986.
More than 35 years ago we employed one person. Thanks to a well-thought-out strategy and a
combination
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