
billiards at half past nine

Billiards at Half Past Nine: A Charming Twist on a Classic Game

billiards at half past nine might sound like an unusual phrase, but it evokes an intriguing image of a cozy evening
spent around a billiards table, the clock showing 9:30, and the gentle clack of balls echoing in a dimly lit
room. This phrase can symbolize the perfect time for unwinding, socializing, and engaging in a classic pastime
that has entertained people for centuries. Whether you’re a seasoned player or a curious beginner, exploring the
nuances of billiards at half past nine opens up a world of strategy, atmosphere, and camaraderie.

The Allure of Billiards at Half Past Nine

There’s something inherently inviting about playing billiards in the evening, especially around the time of half
past nine. The day’s hustle has settled, and the night offers a relaxed backdrop perfect for focus and friendly
competition. The phrase itself captures the essence of leisure—an ideal moment when friends gather,
conversations flow, and the game becomes a shared ritual.

Why 9:30 PM is the Perfect Time for Billiards

Playing billiards at half past nine offers a unique blend of tranquility and energy. By this time, many people
have finished their daily responsibilities, making it a prime slot for social activities. The lighting indoors is often
soft yet sufficient, adding to the ambiance that enhances concentration and enjoyment. Moreover, late evening
billiards sessions often encourage a slower pace, allowing players to savor each shot and strategize deeply.

The Social Dynamics of Evening Billiards

Billiards is as much a social game as a skill-based sport. At half past nine, the atmosphere tends to be more
relaxed, which promotes friendly banter and storytelling around the table. Whether in a pub, a game room, or
at home, playing at this hour can strengthen bonds and create memorable experiences. It’s common to see groups
of friends or colleagues choosing this time to unwind, making billiards a centerpiece of social interaction.

Understanding the Game: A Quick Overview

For those new to billiards or looking to deepen their appreciation, understanding the basics is essential.
Billiards refers to a variety of cue sports played on a rectangular table with pockets or sometimes without,
depending on the version. The common types include carom billiards, pool, and snooker.

Key Billiards Variations You Might Encounter

Carom Billiards: Played on a pocketless table, focusing on striking both object balls with the cue ball.

Pool: The most popular form, especially in the United States, featuring different games like 8-ball and 9-
ball.

Snooker: A more complex game with 21 balls and unique scoring, popular in the UK and parts of Asia.



Knowing which type of billiards you’re playing at half past nine can influence the strategies and skills you need
to develop.

Mastering Billiards at Half Past Nine: Tips and Techniques

If you’re planning to enjoy billiards at half past nine regularly, honing your skills can greatly enhance the
experience. Here are some practical tips that apply regardless of the billiards variant.

Focus on Your Stance and Grip

A stable stance and a comfortable grip on the cue stick are fundamental. At half past nine, when lighting may
be softer and the mood more relaxed, maintaining proper form helps keep your shots accurate. Position your feet
shoulder-width apart, and keep your cue hand steady to guide the cue ball with precision.

Practice Shot Planning and Positioning

Great billiards players think several moves ahead. In evening games, such as those starting around half past
nine, taking your time to plan shots is not only acceptable but encouraged. Consider the angles, the speed, and
the spin you apply to the ball to set up your next move effectively.

Stay Relaxed and Enjoy the Game

One of the best parts about playing billiards at half past nine is the atmosphere. Don’t let pressure ruin your
fun. Embrace the social side, laugh at missed shots, and celebrate well-played ones. The game is as much about
enjoyment as competition.

Creating the Perfect Setting for Billiards at Half Past Nine

The environment plays a crucial role in enhancing your billiards experience, especially during those late evening
hours.

Lighting and Ambiance

Soft, warm lighting helps reduce eye strain and creates a welcoming vibe. Overhead billiards lamps are ideal as
they illuminate the table evenly without casting distracting shadows. Adding some ambient lighting around the
room can make the space feel cozy and inviting.

Choosing the Right Venue

Whether you prefer playing at home, in a dedicated billiards hall, or a local pub, the choice of venue influences
how much you enjoy your half-past-nine sessions. Look for places with well-maintained tables, comfortable
seating, and a friendly atmosphere. Many establishments host late-night billiards leagues or informal meetups,
which can be a great way to meet fellow enthusiasts.



Music and Refreshments

A background playlist with mellow tunes can enhance concentration and mood. Meanwhile, having some light
refreshments available—like snacks or drinks—adds to the social aspect without distracting from the game
itself. Just be sure to keep liquids away from the table to avoid damage.

The Cultural Impact of Playing Billiards at Half Past Nine

Billiards, as a game deeply embedded in many cultures worldwide, takes on a special character when played at
night. The phrase “billiards at half past nine” might evoke nostalgic memories or inspire new traditions.

From Classic Literature to Modern Media

Billiards has long been featured in novels, films, and TV shows as a symbol of leisure, strategy, and social
interaction. Scenes set around 9:30 PM often capture the intimate and contemplative nature of an evening
billiards game, highlighting its role as a timeless pastime.

Building Rituals and Memories

Regularly playing billiards at half past nine can evolve into a cherished ritual among friends or family. It
marks a pause from the day’s chaos, offering a chance to connect over a shared activity. Such routines often
strengthen relationships and create lasting memories.

Getting Started: Setting Up Your Own Billiards at Half Past Nine

If the idea of billiards at half past nine appeals to you, why not create your own tradition? Here’s how to set
up for an enjoyable evening session:

Find or Invest in a Quality Table: Choose a table that fits your space and type of billiards you want1.
to play.

Gather the Right Equipment: Get cues, balls, chalk, and a proper rack.2.

Design Your Space: Arrange lighting, seating, and decorations to create a welcoming environment.3.

Invite Friends or Family: Make it a regular event, perhaps every evening at half past nine.4.

Starting small and building up your skills and traditions can make billiards a beloved part of your daily
routine.

---

Whether it’s the rhythmic sound of balls striking each other or the friendly competition under warm lighting,
billiards at half past nine captures a unique blend of relaxation and engagement. Embracing this time for your
billiards game can add a new dimension to your evenings, making each night a little brighter and a lot more fun.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Billiards at Half Past Nine' about?

'Billiards at Half Past Nine' is a novel by Heinrich B�ll that explores themes of family conflict, memory, and
the impact of World War II on German society through the story of a family of architects.

Who is the author of 'Billiards at Half Past Nine'?

The author of 'Billiards at Half Past Nine' is Heinrich B�ll, a renowned German writer and Nobel Prize laureate.

When was 'Billiards at Half Past Nine' first published?

'Billiards at Half Past Nine' was first published in 1959.

What are the main themes in 'Billiards at Half Past Nine'?

The main themes include the generational divide, the moral reckoning with Germany's Nazi past, the nature of art
and architecture, and the complexities of family relationships.

Why is the title 'Billiards at Half Past Nine' significant?

The title refers to a recurring motif in the novel symbolizing moments of tension and reflection within the family,
as well as the passage of time and the inevitability of confronting one's past.

Has 'Billiards at Half Past Nine' been adapted into any films or plays?

Yes, 'Billiards at Half Past Nine' has been adapted into various stage productions and a German television film,
highlighting its enduring cultural relevance.

What style of writing does Heinrich B�ll use in 'Billiards at Half Past
Nine'?

Heinrich B�ll employs a reflective and often fragmented narrative style, using multiple perspectives and
flashbacks to reveal the complexities of his characters and their histories.

Additional Resources
Billiards at Half Past Nine: An Analytical Exploration of Time, Technique, and Tradition

billiards at half past nine evokes an intriguing image—whether referencing a specific moment in the day to enjoy
the game or symbolizing a unique style or strategy within the sport. This phrase, while seemingly simple, invites
an exploration of billiards from multiple angles: the cultural significance of timing in gameplay, the nuanced
techniques practiced during evening sessions, and the tradition surrounding billiards as a social and competitive
activity.

In this article, we delve into the multifaceted world encapsulated by billiards at half past nine, analyzing its
implications in terms of player routines, game dynamics, and cultural practices. Along the way, we consider
relevant keywords such as cue sports, pool tactics, billiards strategy, evening gameplay, and leisure culture
to provide a comprehensive, SEO-optimized review that resonates with enthusiasts and novices alike.



The Cultural and Social Context of Billiards at Half Past Nine

Historically, billiards has been more than just a game—it has served as a social ritual, a competitive sport,
and a pastime that brings people together. The time "half past nine," commonly interpreted as 9:30, often
represents the transition from day to night, a period when many players find themselves unwinding after work or
gathering socially. Evening sessions of billiards are thus imbued with a particular atmosphere, combining
relaxation with focus.

Playing billiards at half past nine is often associated with bars, pool halls, and private clubs where lighting
and ambiance cater to a more intimate, concentrated experience. The dimmed lights and soft background noise
create a setting conducive to strategic thinking and camaraderie. Research into leisure patterns shows that
many cue sports enthusiasts prefer evening hours for their games, balancing daily responsibilities with
recreational pursuits.

Timing and Player Performance

The timing of gameplay can influence performance. Studies in sports psychology suggest that cognitive and
motor skills fluctuate throughout the day. For many, late evening hours like half past nine may coincide with
peak mental alertness or, conversely, slight fatigue. Understanding how this affects precision, shot selection,
and overall strategy is essential for players aiming to optimize their play.

In billiards, where focus and fine motor control are paramount, a player’s internal clock or circadian rhythm
can impact game outcomes. Evening games might offer a relaxed atmosphere, but factors such as diminished
energy levels or distractions related to the end-of-day social context could also challenge concentration.
Players who master the art of playing billiards at half past nine often develop routines that counterbalance
these variables, such as warm-up exercises or pre-game rituals.

Technical Aspects and Strategies Employed During Evening Sessions

Billiards at half past nine is not merely about the hour—it can also reflect a distinctive approach to
gameplay that emerges in the evening environment. The lighting conditions, table maintenance, and equipment
quality during these hours can subtly affect game dynamics.

Lighting and Table Conditions

Professional billiards venues carefully regulate lighting to minimize glare and shadows, which are critical for
shot accuracy. At half past nine, many facilities reach peak occupancy, and lighting setups must accommodate
multiple players simultaneously. Suboptimal lighting can lead to misjudgments of angles and distances, crucial
elements in billiards strategy.

Moreover, evening humidity levels can affect the felt on the table and the cue ball’s roll. Experienced players
adapt their shot power and spin techniques accordingly when playing at this time, showcasing a high level of
skill and adaptability.

Strategic Variations in Evening Play

Compared to daytime play, evenings may encourage a more relaxed or social style of billiards, but this does
not preclude competitive seriousness. Key strategies often emphasized during these hours include:



Controlled shot selection: Players may opt for safer, more calculated shots to mitigate errors due to
potential distractions.

Positional play: Emphasizing cue ball control to maintain advantageous positions for subsequent shots
becomes vital in maintaining momentum.

Mental resilience: The social environment might introduce pressure or interruptions, requiring players to
sustain focus amid external stimuli.

These tactical considerations highlight how billiards at half past nine embodies a blend of skill, adaptability,
and psychological fortitude.

Comparative Insights: Billiards at Different Times of Day

To fully appreciate the nuances of billiards at half past nine, it is instructive to compare it with gameplay
during other periods.

Morning and Afternoon Sessions

Daytime billiards often occurs in quieter venues with fewer distractions, allowing for intense practice or
focused competition. Players may benefit from higher energy levels and clearer mental states, contributing to
precision and tactical depth.

Late-Night Play

Hours past midnight introduce a different set of challenges, including fatigue and reduced alertness. While some
players thrive in the solitude and calm of late-night sessions, the increased risk of errors and slower reaction
times can impact game quality.

In contrast, billiards at half past nine strikes a balance—late enough for relaxation but early enough to
retain cognitive sharpness. This timing often represents an optimal window for both social interaction and
competitive play.

The Role of Billiards at Half Past Nine in Popular Culture and
Media

The phrase “billiards at half past nine” occasionally appears in cultural references, symbolizing moments of
leisure, confrontation, or informal gatherings. Films, literature, and music have used billiards scenes set in the
evening to underscore character dynamics or narrative tension.

For example, classic noir films often depict billiards halls bustling at night, with half past nine serving as a
metaphor for impending decisions or turning points. These portrayals reinforce the sport’s association with
strategy, psychology, and social interplay—elements intrinsic to billiards at this hour.



Marketing and Venue Promotion

From a commercial perspective, many billiards venues capitalize on evening hours, promoting special events or
tournaments around this time. “Billiards at half past nine” can be a catchphrase in marketing campaigns,
appealing to patrons seeking a blend of entertainment and skill development.

These promotions often highlight features such as:

Happy hour pricing for food and drinks

Live music or DJ sets complementing game sessions

Beginner-friendly lessons scheduled around 9:30 PM

Such initiatives underscore how the temporal element enhances the appeal and accessibility of billiards.

Technological Advances and Their Impact on Evening Billiards

Modern technology has influenced how players experience billiards at half past nine. Innovations include smart
lighting systems that adjust based on ambient conditions, ensuring consistent visibility regardless of time.

Digital scoring apps and augmented reality tools provide real-time feedback, allowing players to analyze shot
mechanics during evening practice. Online platforms also facilitate virtual billiards matches, enabling
enthusiasts to connect beyond physical venues, especially during late hours.

These advancements contribute to a richer and more adaptable billiards experience, making evening play more
engaging and effective for skill improvement.

---

The concept of billiards at half past nine encapsulates a unique intersection of time, technique, and social
tradition. Whether approached as a literal moment for play or a symbolic representation of the sport's evening
culture, it invites players and observers to consider how timing influences performance, atmosphere, and
enjoyment. Through careful attention to environmental factors, strategic adjustments, and cultural
contexts, billiards at half past nine remains a compelling facet of cue sports that continues to evolve with
players’ needs and technological progress.
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alternate destruction and rebuilding of their country.
  billiards at half past nine: Brecht and Method Fredric Jameson, 2020-05-05 The legacy of
Bertolt Brecht is much contested, whether by those who wish to forget or to vilify his politics, but his
stature as the outstanding political playwright and poet of the twentieth century is unforgettably
established in this major critical work. Fredric Jameson elegantly dissects the intricate connections
between Brecht's drama and politics, demonstrating the way these combined to shape a unique and
powerful influence on a profoundly troubled epoch. Jameson sees Brecht's method as a multi-layered
process of reflection and self-reflection, reference and self-reference, which tears open a gap for
individuals to situate themselves historically, to think about themselves in the third person, and to
use that self-projection in history as a basis for judgment. Emphasizing the themes of separation,
distance, multiplicity, choice and contradiction in Brecht's entire corpus, Jameson's study engages in
a dialogue with a cryptic work, unpublished in Brecht's lifetime, entitled Me-ti; Book of Twists and
Turns. Jameson sees this text as key to understanding Brecht's critical reflections on dialectics and
his orientally informed fascination with flow and flux, change and the non-eternal. For Jameson,
Brecht is not prescriptive but performative. His plays do not provide answers but attempt to show
people how to perform the act of thinking, how to begin to search for answers themselves. Brecht
represents the ceaselessness of transformation while at the same time alienating it, interrupting it,
making it comprehensible by making it strange. And thereby, in breaking it up by analysis, the
possibility emerges of its reconstitution under a new law.
  billiards at half past nine: Study Guide to Tomorrow and Yesterday and Other Works by
Heinrich Böll Intelligent Education, 2020-06-28 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth
explanation, essay, and test prep for selected works by Heinrich Boll, awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1972. Titles in this study guide include Like A Bad Dream, And There Was The Evening
And The Morning, The Balek Scales, The Death of Elsa Baskoleit, The Thrower-Away, Murke's
Collected Silences, Action Will Be Taken, This Is Tibten, My Uncle Fred, Group Portrait With Lady,
The Clown, Billiards At Half-Past Nine, and Tomorrow and Yesterday. As an author of the twenty
first-century, Boll’s short stories gained him a reputation as one of the “most respected voices on
political and social issues in Germany” at the time. Moreover, his writings incorporate villains based
on authority figures such as businessmen, politicians, and church leaders. This Bright Notes Study
Guide explores the context and history of Heinrich Boll’s classic work, helping students to
thoroughly explore the reasons they have stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study
Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides -
Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series
offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring characters, critical
commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers
to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for
further research.
  billiards at half past nine: Joschka Fischer and the Making of the Berlin Republic Paul
Hockenos, 2008 Over the course of his long and controversial career, Joschka Fischer evolved from
an archetypal 1960s radical--a firebrand street activist--into a shrewd political insider, operating at
the heights of German politics. In the 1980s he was one of the first elected Greens and went on to
become Germany's foreign minister from 1998 to 2005. His famous challenge to Donald Rumsfeld's
case for invading Iraq--Excuse me, I am not convinced--won him worldwide recognition, and the
Bush administration's contempt.Here is both a lively biography of Joschka Fischer and a gripping
history 'from below'of postwar Germany. Paul Hockenos begins in the ruins of postwar Germany and
guides us through the flashpoints of the late sixties and seventies, from the student protests and the
terrorism of the Baader-Meinhof group to the evolution of Europe's premier Green party, and brings
us up to the present in the united Germany. He shows how the grassroots movements that became
the German Greens challenged and changed the republic's status quo, making postwar Germany
more democratic, liberal and worldly along the way. Despite the ideological twists and turns of
Fischer and his peers, the lessons of the Holocaust and the Nazi terror remained their constant



coordinates. Hockenos traces that political journey, providing readers with unique insight into the
impact that these movements and the Greens have had on Germany.Informed by hundreds of
interviews with key figures and fellow travelers, Joschka Fischer and the Making of the Berlin
Republic presents readers with one of the most intriguing personalities on the European scene, and
paints a rich picture of the rebellious generation of 1968 that became the political elite of modern
Germany.
  billiards at half past nine: Forgiveness and Resentment in the Aftermath of Mass
Atrocity Idit Alphandary, 2023-12-04 The author's starting point is the interweaving of forgiveness
and resentment in the works of Jewish writers after the Holocaust, most especially Hannah Arendt
and Jean Améry, to make sense of the catastrophe and to point to a way forward for both victims and
perpetrators. The insights of these two writers and of several Jewish novelists and poets, including
Bruno Schulz, Paul Celan, and Aharon Appelfeld, are used to develop accounts of forgiveness and
resentment in other cases of mass atrocity around the world. The author offers a critical rereading
of primary sources that aim to separate resentment from nonviolent resistance, and forgiveness from
reconciliation. Forgiveness and resentment are not, as they might first appear, mutually exclusive.
Together with Arendt, Améry, and Walter Benjamin, it is argued that it is through the interaction
between them that victims of mass atrocity become agents of personal and cultural change.
Together, forgiveness and resentment interrupt the present, reframe the past, and shape the future.
They can reduce the chasm that separates memory and trust by fashioning new connections between
identity and alterity, which can open paths to truly ethical coexistence for victims and perpetrators,
and their descendants.
  billiards at half past nine: The Facts on File Companion to the World Novel Michael Sollars,
Arbolina Llamas Jennings, 2008
  billiards at half past nine: The Gorgon's Gaze Paul Coates, 1991-04-26 This interdisciplinary
study of recurrent themes in German cinema as it has developed since the early twentieth century
focuses on pertinent films of the pre- and post-World War II eras. The author explores the nature of
expressionism, which is generally agreed to have ended with the advent of sound, and its
persistence in the styles of such modern masters of film noir as Orson Welles and Ingmar Bergman.
In considering the possibility of homologies between the necessary silence of pre-sound cinema and
the widespread modernist aspiration to an aesthetic of silence, Coates relates theories of the
sublime, the uncanny, and the monstrous to his subject. He also reflects upon problems of
representability and the morality of representation of events that took place during the Nazi era.
  billiards at half past nine: Monumental Space in the Post-Imperial Novel Rita Sakr,
2011-12-01 Establishes a two-way interpretive methodology between theory, history, and geography
and the novel that serves as the groundwork for innovative interdisciplinary readings of monumental
space.
  billiards at half past nine: Exile in Literature María-Inés Lagos-Pope, 1988 This
chronologically arranged collection of essays explores the concept of exile, from the literal to the
metaphorical, in Western literary works, such as those of Hrothswitha of Gandersheim, Dante,
Unamuno, Heinrich Boell, and Irish and Latin American contemporary writers.
  billiards at half past nine: The Oxford Guide to Literature in English Translation Peter France,
2000 Translation has been a crucial process in world culture over the past two millennia and more.
In the English-speaking cultures many of the most important texts are translations, from Homer to
Beckett, the Bible to Freud. Although recent years have seen a boom in translation studies, there has
been no comprehensive yet convenient guide to this essential element of literature in English.
Written by eminent scholars from many countries, the Oxford Guide to Literature in English
Translation meets this need and will be essential reading for all students of English and comparative
literature. It highlights the place of translation in our culture, encouraging awareness of the issues
raised, making the translator more visible. Concentrating on major writers and works, it covers
translations out of many languages, from Greek to Korean, from Swahili to Russian. For some works
(e.g. Virgil's Aeneid) which have been much translated, the discussion is historical and critical,



showing how translation has evolved over the centuries and bringing out the differences between
versions. Elsewhere, with less familiar literatures, the Guide examines the extent to which
translation has done justice to the range of work available. The Guide is divided into two parts. Part I
contains substantial essays on theoretical questions, a pioneering outline of the history of translation
into English, and discussions of the problems raised by specific types of text (e.g. poetry, oral
literature). The second, much longer, part consists of entries grouped by language of origin; some
are devoted to individual texts (e.g. the Thousand and One Nights) or writers (e.g. Ibsen, Proust),
but the majority offer a critical overview of a genre (e.g. Chinese poetry, Spanish Golden Age drama)
or of a national literature (e.g. Hungarian, Scottish Gaelic). There is a selective bibliography for each
entry and an index of authors and translators.
  billiards at half past nine: Beyond Berlin Gavriel D. Rosenfeld, Paul B. Jaskot, 2015-05-01
Beyond Berlin breaks new ground in the ongoing effort to understand how memorials, buildings, and
other spaces have figured in the larger German struggle to come to terms with the legacy of Nazism.
The contributors challenge reigning views of how the task of coming to terms with the Nazi Past
(Vergangenheitsbewältigung) has been pursued at specific urban and architectural sites. Focusing
on west as well as east German cities—whether prominent metropolises like Hamburg, dynamic
regional centers like Dresden, gritty industrial cities like Wolfsburg, or idyllic rural towns like
Quedlinburg—the volume's case studies of individual urban centers provide readers with a more
complex sense of the manifold ways in which the confrontation with the Nazi past has directly
shaped the evolving form of the German urban landscape since the end of the Second World War. In
these multidisciplinary discussions of important intersections with historical, art historical,
anthropological, and geographical concerns, this collection deepens our understanding of the
diverse ways in which the memory of National Socialism has profoundly influenced postwar German
culture and society. Scholars and students interested in National Socialism, modern Germany,
memory studies, urban studies and planning, geography, industrial design, and art and architectural
history will find the volume compelling. Beyond Berlin will appeal to general audiences
knowledgeable about the Nazi past as well as those interested in historic preservation, memorials,
and the overall dynamics of commemoration.
  billiards at half past nine: The United States and Germany in the Era of the Cold War,
1945-1990 Detlef Junker, Philipp Gassert, Wilfried Mausbach, David B. Morris, 2004-05-17 Publisher
Description
  billiards at half past nine: CLASSICS Billiards at Half-past Nine Heinrich Boll Heinrich Böll,
  billiards at half past nine: Trial of Charles A. Edmonds Charles A. Edmonds, 1872
  billiards at half past nine: Trial of Charles A. Edmonds, Commissioner of the Land
Office of the State of Michigan, Before the Senate of Said State , 1872
  billiards at half past nine: Landscapes of Resistance Barton Byg, 1995-01-01 This study
traces the career of the two filmmakers, Daniele Huillet and Jean-Marie Straub, and explores their
connection to German modernism, in particular their relationship to the Frankfurt School.
  billiards at half past nine: The American Ambassador Ward Just, 2014-02-04 “A gripping
international thriller” about a Foreign Service officer—and the son who turns to terrorism to spite
him (Los Angeles Times). William North Jr. inherited his father’s keen political instincts and passion
for justice. But the last time Ambassador North saw his son he seemed like a stranger—and a hostile
one at that. Now, just as North prepares to take a new post in Germany, reports emerge that Bill Jr.
is aligned with a German terrorist organization. Suddenly, a private conflict between father and son
escalates to a matter of national security. North is faced with a terrifying dilemma as loyalty to
family and country are directly at odds. The American Ambassador is at once a riveting tale of
suspense and a thoughtful meditation on the fragility of Western values in an age of terrorism.
“Haunting and persuasive . . . Charged with authenticity . . . A splendid book that is both thoughtful
and fast-moving.” —The New York Times “To make out the jagged intersections of ambition and
greed, idealism and sell-out in contemporary politics, you need only turn to . . . The American
Ambassador.” —Salon.com



  billiards at half past nine: Memoirs Of A Cold War Son Gaines Post, 2002-04-25 In 1951
Gaines Post was a gangly, bespectacled, introspective teenager preparing to spend a year in Paris
with his professorial father and older brother; his mother, who suffered from extreme depression,
had been absent from the family for some time. Ten years later, now less gangly but no less
introspective, he was finishing a two-year stint in the army in West Germany and heading toward
Oxford on a Rhodes scholarship, having narrowly escaped combat in the Berlin crisis of 1961. His
quietly intense coming-of-age story is both self-revealing and reflective of an entire generation of
young men who came to adulthood before the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War. Post's
experiences in high school in Madison, Wisconsin, and Paris, his Camus-influenced undergraduate
years at Cornell University, and his army service in Germany are set very effectively against the
events of the Cold War. McCarthyism and American crackdowns on dissidents, American foreign and
military policy in Western Europe in the nuclear age, French and German life and culture, crises in
Paris and Berlin that nearly bring the West to war and the Post family to dissolution—these are the
larger scenes and subjects of his self-disclosure as a contemplative, conflicted Cold War agnostic.
His intelligent, talented mother and her fragile health hover over Post's narrative, informing his
hesitant relationships with women and his acutely questioning sense of self-worth. His story is
strongly academic and historical as well as political and military; his perceptions and judgments lean
toward no ideological extreme but remain true to the heroic ideals of his boyhood during the Second
World War.
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