craftsman 358 chainsaw manual

**Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Manual: Your Ultimate Guide to Operation and
Maintenance**

craftsman 358 chainsaw manual is an essential resource for anyone who owns or
uses the Craftsman 358 chainsaw. Whether you’re a seasoned lumberjack or a
weekend warrior tackling yard work, having access to a detailed manual can
make all the difference in how effectively and safely you use your chainsaw.
This article will walk you through the key aspects of the Craftsman 358
chainsaw manual, including operation tips, maintenance advice,
troubleshooting, and safety guidelines, helping you get the most out of your
tool.

Understanding the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Manual

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual serves as a comprehensive guide that covers
everything from assembly, daily use, maintenance, to troubleshooting common
problems. If you’ve ever struggled with starting your chainsaw or wondered
how to properly maintain the chain tension, this manual is your go-to
resource.

What Does the Manual Include?

The manual typically includes the following sections:
e Safety Instructions: Crucial guidelines to prevent accidents and
injuries.

e Assembly Instructions: Step-by-step process for putting together the
chainsaw right out of the box.

e Operating Guidelines: How to start, stop, and use your chainsaw
efficiently.

e Maintenance Tips: Routine care practices for the engine, chain, and bar
to ensure longevity.

e Troubleshooting: Common issues and their solutions.

e Parts Diagram: Visual breakdown of components for easier repairs and
replacements.

Having this information at your fingertips can save time and avoid costly
repairs.



How to Use the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Manual
Effectively

If you're new to chainsaws or just new to this model, it’s wise to read
through the manual before ever starting the engine. The Craftsman 358
chainsaw manual is designed to be user-friendly, with clear language and
illustrations that make complex procedures easier to understand.

Starting Your Craftsman 358 Chainsaw

One of the most common questions users have is how to properly start the
chainsaw. The manual provides detailed instructions on the correct starting
procedure, which is crucial to prevent damage and ensure safety.

Here’s a simplified overview:

1. Place the chainsaw on a flat, stable surface.

2. Engage the chain brake to prevent accidental movement.

3. Set the choke lever to the “start” position (usually full choke).
4. Prime the engine by pressing the primer bulb several times.

5. Pull the starter rope firmly until the engine fires briefly.

6. Move the choke to the “run” position and pull again until the engine
starts.

7. Disengage the chain brake before cutting.

Following these steps, as outlined in the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual, will
help you avoid common startup frustrations.

Maintenance and Care: Keeping Your Craftsman
358 Chainsaw in Top Shape

Routine maintenance is the cornerstone of chainsaw longevity. The Craftsman
358 chainsaw manual emphasizes the importance of regular upkeep to keep your
saw running smoothly season after season.

Essential Maintenance Tasks

e Chain Sharpening: A dull chain not only reduces cutting efficiency but
also increases the risk of kickback. The manual explains how to sharpen
the chain using a round file and maintain the correct filing angle.



e Chain Tension Adjustment: Proper tension prevents the chain from
slipping or coming off the bar. The manual guides you through loosening
the nuts, adjusting the tension screw, and tightening everything back
securely.

e Cleaning the Air Filter: A clogged air filter reduces engine
performance. The Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual details how to remove,
clean, or replace the air filter to keep airflow optimal.

e Fuel and Oil Mixture: Using the correct two-stroke o0il to gas ratio
(usually 40:1 or 50:1) is vital for engine health. The manual specifies
the recommended fuel mixture and storage tips.

e Bar and Chain Lubrication: Proper lubrication reduces wear and

overheats. The manual explains how to check and refill the o0il reservoir
and inspect the bar oiling system.

Seasonal Maintenance Checks

Before and after long periods of storage, the manual suggests inspecting
spark plugs, tightening screws and bolts, and draining fuel to prevent gum
buildup. These steps ensure that your chainsaw is ready to go when you need
it.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with the
Craftsman 358 Chainsaw

Even well-maintained chainsaws can encounter problems. The Craftsman 358
chainsaw manual provides solutions for frequent issues, helping you diagnose
and fix problems without professional help.

Chainsaw Won’t Start

This is a common frustration. According to the manual, causes could include:

e Empty or stale fuel

Clogged air filter

Faulty spark plug

e ITmproper choke setting

By following the troubleshooting checklist, you can systematically eliminate
these causes.



Chain Doesn’t Cut Properly

If your chainsaw is cutting slowly or unevenly, the manual recommends
checking:

Chain sharpness

Chain tension

Bar condition (look for wear or damage)

e Proper lubrication

Excessive Smoke or Engine Stalling

This could point to an incorrect fuel mixture or carburetor issues. The
Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual advises verifying your fuel mix and, if
necessary, cleaning or adjusting the carburetor.

Safety Tips from the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw
Manual

Safety cannot be overstated when operating a chainsaw. The manual comes
packed with safety guidelines that every user should know.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Always wear:

e Chainsaw chaps or cut-resistant pants

Protective gloves

Safety goggles or face shield

e Ear protection

Sturdy boots with steel toes

Safe Chainsaw Practices

The manual advises:



e Never operate the chainsaw above shoulder height.
e Keep a firm grip with both hands on the saw at all times.
e Be aware of kickback zones and avoid cutting with the tip of the bar.

e Do not cut with the chain brake engaged.

Clear the work area of obstacles and bystanders.

By following these safety tips from the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual, you
minimize the risk of injury and increase your control over the tool.

Where to Find the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Manual

If you don’t have a physical copy, the good news is that most manufacturers,
including Craftsman, offer downloadable PDF versions online. These digital
manuals can be found on the official Craftsman website or trusted third-party
sites dedicated to tool manuals. Having a digital copy on your phone or
tablet means you can consult it anytime, even out in the field.

Why Having the Manual Matters

Many users underestimate the value of the manual until they run into an
issue. Having the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual readily available ensures you
can:

Perform DIY repairs confidently
e Maintain your saw properly to extend its life
e Operate the chainsaw safely and efficiently

e Save money by avoiding unnecessary service calls

The manual is a powerful tool that complements your chainsaw perfectly.

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw is a reliable and powerful tool for cutting tasks
around your home or property. By leveraging the detailed guidance found in
the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual, you can ensure your chainsaw performs at
its best while maintaining safety and efficiency. Whether you’re adjusting
the chain tension, troubleshooting a starting issue, or simply learning how
to use your saw properly, the manual offers invaluable support every step of
the way.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual
online?
You can find the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual on the official Sears website,

or on various third-party websites that host user manuals such as ManualsLib
or ManualsOnline.

What are the key maintenance tips mentioned in the
Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual?

The manual recommends regular cleaning of the air filter, proper chain
tension adjustment, lubrication of the bar and chain, checking and replacing
the spark plug, and using the correct fuel mixture for optimal performance.

How do I properly adjust the chain tension on a
Craftsman 358 chainsaw?

According to the manual, loosen the bar nuts slightly, turn the tensioning
screw to adjust the chain tension until the chain fits snugly against the bar
but can still be pulled around by hand, then retighten the bar nuts.

What type of fuel mixture is required for the
Craftsman 358 chainsaw?

The manual specifies using a mixture of 40:1 ratio of unleaded gasoline to 2-
cycle engine oil, typically 2.6 ounces of o0il per gallon of gasoline.

How do I troubleshoot starting issues with the
Craftsman 358 chainsaw?
The manual suggests checking the fuel supply, cleaning or replacing the spark

plug, ensuring the choke is set correctly, inspecting the air filter for
clogs, and verifying the on/off switch is in the correct position.

What safety precautions are outlined in the Craftsman
358 chainsaw manual?

The manual emphasizes wearing protective gear such as gloves, eye protection,
and hearing protection, ensuring the work area is clear, never operating the

chainsaw above shoulder height, and following proper starting and operating
procedures.

How do I replace the spark plug on the Craftsman 358
chainsaw?
The manual instructs to remove the spark plug boot, use a spark plug wrench

to unscrew the old plug, check and set the gap on the new plug to the
specified measurement, then install and tighten the new spark plug securely.



What is the recommended chain sharpening procedure in
the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual?

The manual advises using a round file of the correct diameter, filing each
cutter at the same angle and number of strokes, maintaining the correct depth
gauge height, and regularly checking the chain for wear or damage.

How do I adjust the carburetor settings on the
Craftsman 358 chainsaw?

The manual details adjusting the idle speed screw and the high and low-speed
mixture screws to achieve smooth engine operation, but recommends making
small adjustments and testing the chainsaw's response after each change.

Additional Resources

Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Manual: A Comprehensive Guide for Users

craftsman 358 chainsaw manual serves as an essential resource for both novice
and experienced users seeking to optimize the performance and maintenance of
their Craftsman 358 chainsaw. This particular model has enjoyed popularity
for its reliable power and user-friendly design, making it a preferred choice
for homeowners and light-duty professionals alike. Understanding the nuances
provided in the official manual not only extends the life of the chainsaw but
also ensures safe and efficient operation.

Understanding the Importance of the Craftsman
358 Chainsaw Manual

The Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual is more than just a booklet; it is a
definitive guide that comprehensively covers the operational procedures,
safety precautions, maintenance schedules, and troubleshooting tips specific
to this model. Given the mechanical complexity inherent in gas—-powered
chainsaws, such documentation is crucial for preventing injury and mechanical
failure. The manual typically includes detailed diagrams, parts lists, and
step-by-step instructions that demystify common tasks such as chain
tensioning, carburetor adjustments, and spark plug replacement.

Moreover, the manual provides clarity on the specifications of the Craftsman
358, including its 16-inch bar length, 38cc two-stroke engine, and chain
speed capabilities. These technical details help users match the chainsaw’s
potential with their specific project needs, whether it’s pruning, firewood
cutting, or light construction work.

Key Features Highlighted in the Manual

One of the first sections of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual focuses on the
chainsaw’s design elements, which contribute to its ease of use and
reliability:



e Automatic Oiler System: Ensures consistent lubrication of the chain,
reducing wear and extending the life of the bar and chain.

e Adjustable Chain Tension: Allows operators to quickly and safely adjust
the chain tension without the need for specialized tools.

e Ergonomic Handle Design: Provides better grip and control, minimizing
user fatigue during extended use.

e Durable Engine Components: The two-stroke engine is designed for easy
starting and efficient fuel consumption.

These features are explained in detail within the manual, often accompanied
by maintenance tips that help preserve their functionality.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting Guidance

One of the most valuable aspects of the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual is its
thorough approach to maintenance and troubleshooting. Chainsaws require
regular upkeep to perform safely and effectively, and the manual serves as a
step-by-step blueprint.

Routine Maintenance Procedures

The manual emphasizes routine checks and services that users should perform:

1. Chain Sharpening: Regular sharpening is crucial for cutting efficiency.
The manual provides guidelines on filing angles and techniques, ensuring
the chain remains sharp and safe.

2. Cleaning Air Filters: Dirty air filters can reduce engine efficiency and
cause starting issues. The manual explains how to clean or replace

filters properly.

3. Fuel Mixture: Instructions on mixing the correct ratio of gasoline to
two-stroke o0il prevent engine damage and optimize performance.

4. Chain Lubrication: Checking and refilling the o0il reservoir ensures the
automatic oiler functions correctly, which is essential for reducing
friction and wear.

Common Troubleshooting Tips

The manual also dedicates sections to diagnosing and resolving typical issues
that may arise with the Craftsman 358 chainsaw. For example:

e Chainsaw Won’t Start: Possible causes such as stale fuel, spark plug



issues, or carburetor problems are identified, along with recommended
fixes.

e Chain Not Moving: The manual guides users through checking the clutch
and chain brake system.

e Excessive Smoke or Poor Engine Performance: Suggestions include
adjusting the carburetor settings or inspecting the air filter.

These troubleshooting tips empower users to perform initial diagnostics
before seeking professional repairs, saving time and money.

Safety Instructions Embedded in the Manual

Safety is paramount when operating any chainsaw, and the Craftsman 358
chainsaw manual prioritizes this by providing comprehensive safety
guidelines. The manual explicitly advises on personal protective equipment
(PPE), such as gloves, eye protection, and hearing protection, to prevent
accidents. It also includes instructions on proper handling techniques to
avoid kickback, one of the most common causes of chainsaw injuries.

In addition, the manual outlines the importance of checking the chainsaw’s

components before each use—ensuring the chain brake functions correctly and
the chain is neither too loose nor too tight. These precautionary measures,
when followed diligently, significantly reduce the risk of operator injury.

Comparative Insight: Craftsman 358 vs. Other Entry-
Level Chainsaws

When evaluating the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual alongside those of
comparable entry-level chainsaws, several distinctions emerge. Manuals from
brands such as Husqgvarna or Stihl may offer more extensive troubleshooting
sections or digital resources, but the Craftsman manual balances thoroughness
with user accessibility.

For example, the Craftsman manual is often praised for its clear
illustrations and straightforward language, which cater to users who may not
have technical backgrounds. Conversely, some competing manuals provide more
detailed explanations of engine mechanics, which can be beneficial for
advanced users.

Such comparative insights are valuable for users deciding which chainsaw to
purchase or how to interpret maintenance instructions effectively.

Accessing the Craftsman 358 Chainsaw Manual

A practical consideration for many users is the availability of the Craftsman
358 chainsaw manual. While original printed manuals were included with new
purchases, many owners today rely on digital PDFs available through
Craftsman’s official website or third-party manual repositories. These



downloadable versions retain all original content, including exploded parts
diagrams and assembly instructions, facilitating repairs and part
replacements.

Additionally, forums and online communities dedicated to small engine repair
often reference the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual, providing supplementary
tips and user experiences that complement the official guidance.

Why Using the Official Manual Matters

Relying on the official Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual ensures that users
access accurate and model-specific information. Third-party guides or generic
chainsaw manuals may omit critical details unique to the Craftsman 358,
potentially leading to improper maintenance or unsafe practices.

Furthermore, adherence to the manual’s recommendations can preserve warranty
coverage and enhance the chainsaw’s resale value. For collectors or second-
hand buyers, a well-maintained chainsaw accompanied by the original manual is
often more desirable.

Final Thoughts on the Role of the Craftsman 358
Chainsaw Manual

In sum, the Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual is an indispensable tool that
supports safe operation, effective maintenance, and long-term durability of
the chainsaw. Its clear instructions, detailed illustrations, and practical
advice make it accessible to a wide range of users. Whether addressing
routine maintenance or troubleshooting complex issues, the manual stands as a
reliable reference that enhances user confidence and satisfaction.

For those seeking to maximize their chainsaw’s potential while minimizing
risks and repair costs, investing time in understanding and following the
Craftsman 358 chainsaw manual is an essential step. As the chainsaw continues
to serve various cutting needs, the manual remains a steadfast companion in
ensuring it operates at peak efficiency.
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the Craftsman line has moved to Chinese production, which is certainly not a good thing. But I was a
little surprised when my brother got me a set of

A LOOK INSIDE THE CRAFTSMAN DIEHARD LITHIUM ION A LOOK INSIDE THE
CRAFTSMAN DIEHARD LITHIUM ION BATTERY 130156001 By kanxrus in Dewalt

Craftsman Vise any good? - Power Tool Forum - Tools in Action The Craftsman Professional
vise is an imported copy of the Wilton Tradesman series. It's a very good copy, so good in fact that I
suspicion it may actually be sourced from

Craftsman Versastack and Dewalt Tstak drawers for days After acquiring the Craftsman
name,SBD is making an attempt to relaunch Craftsman as a midrange value priced brand similar to
their Porter Cable brand for instance.

Vintage Craftsman air compressor - Power Tool Forum I also included copies of the pages that
featured it in the Sears Craftsman Power & Hand Tool catalogs that I earlier referenced. Any help at
all regarding this wonderfully

Craftsman tool box - In The Shop - Power Tool Forum - Tools in [ have a gray craftsmen 26"
80th year special edition tool box and it doesn't have a middle. Does anyone know where I can get a
gray middle? All I can find are black and red

wingless' Craftsman 315.17381 Router, 315.17560 Router and A long time ago I had a really
nice Craftsman Professional 315.17380 router, 14701 case, 9-25444 router table, 9-25179 edge
guide and bits that suffered from a long period of
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