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Educational Assessment of Students 6th Edition: A Comprehensive Guide to
Modern Evaluation Practices

Educational assessment of students 6th edition has become an essential
resource for educators, administrators, and anyone involved in the academic
growth of learners. This edition continues to build on the foundation laid by
its predecessors, offering updated methodologies, insights, and practical
tools for understanding and improving student assessment. Whether you’re a
seasoned teacher looking to refine your evaluation strategies or a new
educator trying to grasp the complexities of assessment, this guide serves as
a valuable companion in navigating the evolving landscape of educational
measurement.

Understanding the Core of Educational
Assessment of Students 6th Edition

At its heart, the educational assessment of students 6th edition emphasizes
not just the act of testing but the broader concept of assessment as a
continuous and multifaceted process. It moves beyond traditional testing
formats to include formative assessments, performance-based evaluations, and
authentic assessments that capture a student’s true learning progress.

Assessment, as portrayed in this edition, is a dynamic tool designed not only
to measure achievement but also to inform instruction, motivate students, and
support personalized learning paths. The book encourages educators to view
assessment as an ongoing dialogue between teachers and students, rather than
a one-time judgment.

The Evolving Nature of Student Assessment

One of the standout features of this edition is its recognition of how
student assessment has evolved over the years. The text highlights shifts
from standardized testing toward more holistic, inclusive approaches that
consider diverse learning styles and multiple intelligences. It stresses the
importance of culturally responsive assessments and the need to adapt tools
to reflect the varied backgrounds and experiences of students.

Moreover, the 6th edition underscores the role of technology in transforming
assessment practices. Digital platforms, online quizzes, and data analytics
have opened new avenues for immediate feedback and personalized learning,
making assessment more interactive and relevant.

Key Components Covered in Educational
Assessment of Students 6th Edition



The book is structured to provide comprehensive coverage of fundamental
concepts while integrating practical examples and case studies. Here are some
crucial aspects it explores:

Types of Assessments

Educational assessment of students 6th edition thoroughly explains different
types of assessments, including:

Formative Assessment: Ongoing checks for understanding that guide
instruction.

Summative Assessment: Evaluations at the end of instruction to measure
overall learning.

Diagnostic Assessment: Tools to identify students’ strengths and
weaknesses before instruction.

Performance-based Assessment: Real-world tasks that require applying
knowledge and skills.

Each type is detailed with examples, benefits, and potential challenges,
helping educators decide when and how to use them effectively.

Assessment Validity and Reliability

A significant portion of the book delves into the technical quality of
assessments, focusing on validity and reliability. It explains how to ensure
that tests measure what they intend to and produce consistent results across
different contexts and groups. This technical grounding is vital for
educators to create or select assessments that can be trusted to inform
decisions.

Interpreting Assessment Data

Beyond administering assessments, another critical skill highlighted is
interpreting the results accurately. The 6th edition offers guidance on
analyzing score data, understanding grading scales, and using assessment
outcomes to tailor instruction. It also discusses how to communicate these
results to students, parents, and stakeholders in a transparent and
constructive manner.

Practical Insights and Strategies for Educators

What sets the educational assessment of students 6th edition apart is its
practical orientation. Readers find numerous strategies to enhance their
assessment literacy and classroom practices.



Incorporating Formative Assessment Effectively

One of the book’s strengths lies in its detailed advice on embedding
formative assessments seamlessly into daily teaching. It advocates for small,
informal checks such as exit tickets, peer reviews, and quick polls that
provide immediate feedback without overwhelming students or teachers.

Using Rubrics for Clear Expectations

The book also stresses the value of rubrics in clarifying expectations and
making grading transparent. It provides templates and examples to help
educators develop rubrics that align with learning objectives and promote
self-assessment among students.

Addressing Assessment Equity

Educational equity is a recurring theme in this edition. It challenges
educators to consider biases that may exist in assessments and to adopt
inclusive practices that give all students a fair chance to demonstrate their
learning. Culturally sensitive assessments and accommodations for diverse
learners are discussed with practical suggestions.

The Role of Technology in Modern Student
Assessment

As classrooms increasingly integrate digital tools, the educational
assessment of students 6th edition acknowledges the opportunities and
challenges technology brings to assessment.

Digital Assessment Platforms

The book explores various digital platforms that facilitate online testing,
automated grading, and real-time analytics. These tools help streamline the
assessment process and provide immediate insights into student performance,
which can be invaluable for timely intervention.

Data-Driven Instruction

Another important topic is using assessment data to drive instructional
decisions. The 6th edition guides educators on how to collect, analyze, and
apply data effectively to identify learning gaps, adjust teaching strategies,
and enhance student outcomes.



Challenges of Technology Integration

While technology offers many advantages, the book doesn’t overlook its
limitations. Issues like digital equity, student privacy, and test security
are addressed with thoughtful recommendations on how to navigate these
concerns responsibly.

Why Educational Assessment of Students 6th
Edition Matters Today

In today’s fast-changing educational environment, having a reliable and up-
to-date resource on student assessment is more crucial than ever. The 6th
edition reflects contemporary challenges such as remote learning,
standardized testing debates, and the push for competency-based education.

It equips educators with the knowledge to design assessments that are not
only rigorous but also supportive of diverse learners’ needs. By blending
theory with practical application, this edition fosters a deeper
understanding of how assessment shapes teaching and learning in meaningful
ways.

Educators who engage with this text often find themselves better prepared to
meet the demands of modern classrooms and to contribute positively to student
success. Whether it’s understanding psychometric concepts or exploring
innovative assessment techniques, the educational assessment of students 6th
edition remains a cornerstone for professional growth in the field.

---

Overall, the educational assessment of students 6th edition offers a rich,
accessible, and comprehensive exploration of assessment principles and
practices that continue to evolve alongside education itself. Its balanced
approach makes it a valuable asset for anyone dedicated to fostering
effective and equitable student evaluation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key updates in the 6th edition of
'Educational Assessment of Students'?

The 6th edition includes updated research on assessment practices, expanded
coverage of formative assessment, and integrates technology-enhanced
assessment methods.

Who is the author of 'Educational Assessment of
Students, 6th edition'?

The 6th edition is authored by Anthony J. Nitko and Susan M. Brookhart, known
experts in the field of educational assessment.



How does the 6th edition address formative versus
summative assessments?

The book provides a balanced discussion emphasizing the importance of
formative assessments for guiding instruction, alongside summative
assessments for evaluating overall learning outcomes.

Is 'Educational Assessment of Students, 6th edition'
suitable for beginner educators?

Yes, it is designed to be accessible for both novice and experienced
educators, offering foundational concepts as well as advanced assessment
strategies.

Does the 6th edition include digital and technology-
based assessment tools?

Yes, it incorporates discussions on using digital tools and technology-
enhanced assessments to improve accuracy and engagement.

What topics are covered regarding assessment
reliability and validity in the 6th edition?

The book thoroughly examines principles of reliability and validity,
including how to design assessments that are both consistent and measure what
they intend to.

How can educators use 'Educational Assessment of
Students, 6th edition' to improve classroom
assessments?

Educators can apply the book’s practical guidelines and examples to develop
fair, effective, and varied assessment techniques tailored to their students’
needs.

Are there new case studies or examples in the 6th
edition?

Yes, the 6th edition includes updated case studies and real-world examples
that reflect current educational contexts and challenges.

Does the book address standardized testing and its
implications?

The 6th edition discusses standardized testing critically, exploring its
role, benefits, limitations, and impact on teaching and learning practices.

Additional Resources
Educational Assessment of Students 6th Edition: A Critical Review



educational assessment of students 6th edition emerges as a pivotal resource
for educators, administrators, and education professionals seeking
comprehensive guidance on evaluating student learning effectively. As the
landscape of education continuously evolves, so too does the methodology and
tools required for accurate assessment. This edition, widely referenced in
academic circles and professional development programs, promises updated
insights, practical frameworks, and research-based strategies tailored to
today’s diverse classrooms. Delving into the 6th edition reveals its approach
to balancing theoretical foundations with applied techniques, ensuring it
remains relevant amidst shifting educational paradigms.

In-depth Analysis of the 6th Edition

The 6th edition of *Educational Assessment of Students* builds substantially
on its predecessors by integrating contemporary educational research, policy
changes, and advances in assessment technology. The text is structured to
cater to both novice educators and seasoned professionals, striking a fine
balance between accessibility and academic rigor.

At its core, this edition emphasizes the multifaceted nature of student
assessment, moving beyond traditional standardized testing to include
formative assessments, performance-based evaluations, and authentic
assessments. It recognizes the growing need for assessments that not only
measure outcomes but also inform instruction and enhance student learning
experiences.

Key Features and Updates

One of the standout features of the 6th edition is its alignment with the
latest educational standards and accountability measures. It incorporates
discussions on the influence of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and
other legislative frameworks that shape assessment policies. Additionally,
the book introduces emerging trends such as computer-adaptive testing and
data-driven decision making, which are increasingly prevalent in modern
classrooms.

Another significant update is the expanded focus on cultural responsiveness
and equity in assessment. The 6th edition dedicates sections to addressing
biases in testing, differentiating instruction based on assessment data, and
ensuring fair evaluation practices for students from diverse backgrounds.
This reflects an important shift in educational assessment discourse,
acknowledging the complexities of diverse learner populations.

Structure and Pedagogical Approach

The textbook is organized into logically sequenced chapters that begin with
foundational concepts before advancing to specialized topics. It opens with
chapters on the purposes and types of assessments, followed by detailed
explorations of reliability, validity, and fairness—concepts fundamental to
understanding sound assessment practices.

The middle section delves into test construction, scoring, and
interpretation, offering practical guidelines for designing assessments



aligned with learning objectives. Later chapters focus on alternative
assessment methods such as portfolios, self-assessment, and peer evaluation,
broadening the scope beyond paper-and-pencil tests.

Throughout the text, the authors employ case studies, sample assessment
tools, and reflective questions to engage readers actively. This pedagogical
strategy supports deeper comprehension and encourages educators to apply
concepts contextually within their classrooms.

Comparisons with Previous Editions and Similar
Texts

When compared with the 5th edition, the 6th edition of *Educational
Assessment of Students* presents more nuanced treatment of digital assessment
tools and data analytics. While earlier versions laid a strong theoretical
foundation, this latest iteration is more attuned to practical applications
amid technological advancements.

Moreover, in contrast to other popular texts in the field—such as *Classroom
Assessment* by Brown and *Assessment Essentials* by Stiggins—the 6th edition
distinguishes itself with a strong emphasis on policy context and equity.
This makes it especially valuable for educators navigating complex
educational systems who require a broader perspective beyond classroom-level
assessment techniques.

Pros and Cons of the 6th Edition

Pros: Comprehensive coverage of assessment types; integration of current
educational policies; emphasis on cultural responsiveness; inclusion of
technology in assessment; practical examples and case studies.

Cons: Some readers may find the depth of policy discussion dense;
limited focus on international assessment frameworks; the text’s length
might be challenging for quick referencing.

Relevance in Today’s Educational Environment

In an era where accountability and data-driven instruction dominate
educational discourse, *educational assessment of students 6th edition*
serves as an essential guide. Its exploration of formative versus summative
assessments, along with strategies for interpreting assessment data, equips
educators to make informed decisions that enhance student outcomes.

The increased attention to equity and bias is timely, given the ongoing
debates about standardized testing and its impact on marginalized groups. By
promoting culturally responsive assessment, the book encourages educators to
adopt practices that recognize and value student diversity.

Furthermore, the inclusion of digital assessment tools addresses the growing



reliance on technology in education, particularly in response to remote
learning trends accelerated by the global pandemic. This positions the 6th
edition as a forward-looking resource that prepares educators for current and
future challenges.

Who Should Use This Edition?

Pre-service teachers and education students seeking foundational
knowledge of assessment principles.

In-service teachers aiming to refine their assessment strategies and
incorporate new methodologies.

School administrators and curriculum developers responsible for
designing assessment policies and interpreting data.

Researchers interested in contemporary developments in educational
measurement and evaluation.

By addressing the needs of a broad educational audience, the 6th edition
secures its place as a versatile and authoritative text.

As educational systems continue to evolve, resources like *educational
assessment of students 6th edition* are invaluable for helping educators
navigate the complexities of student evaluation. Its blend of theoretical
knowledge, practical guidance, and attention to equity ensures that it will
remain a relevant and trusted resource for years to come.
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text—explaining, giving examples, discussing pros and cons, and showing how to construct virtually
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  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Transforming the Future of Learning with
Educational Research Askell-Williams, Helen, 2015-01-31 The field of education is a vital component
of today’s society, enriching and facilitating the attainment of new knowledge. Progress continues to
be achieved in this area as new methods are envisioned that increase education’s value.
Transforming the Future of Learning with Educational Research brings together diverse
perspectives that underscore the importance of research practices toward the enrichment of
teaching. Highlighting themes of learning, diversity, education communities, and student wellbeing,
this book is an essential reference source for teacher educators, researchers, teaching practitioners,



and professionals interested in the value of research within the field of education.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Designing Assessment for Quality
Learning Claire Wyatt-Smith, Valentina Klenowski, Peta Colbert, 2014-03-10 This book brings
together internationally recognised scholars with an interest in how to use the power of assessment
to improve student learning and to engage with accountability priorities at both national and global
levels. It includes distinguished writers who have worked together for some two decades to shift the
assessment paradigm from a dominant focus on assessment as measurement towards assessment as
central to efforts to improve learning. These writers have worked with the teaching profession and,
in so doing, have researched and generated key insights into different ways of understanding
assessment and its relationship to learning. The volume contributes to the theorising of assessment
in contexts characterised by heightened accountability requirements and constant change. The
book’s structure and content reflect already significant and growing international interest in
assessment as contextualised practice, as well as theories of learning and teaching that underpin
and drive particular assessment approaches. Learning theories and practices, assessment literacies,
teachers’ responsibilities in assessment, the role of leadership, and assessment futures are the
organisers within the book’s structure and content. The contributors to this book have in common
the view that quality assessment, and quality learning and teaching are integrally related. Another
shared view is that the alignment of assessment with curriculum, teaching and learning is linchpin
to efforts to improve both learning opportunities and outcomes for all. Essentially, the book presents
new perspectives on the enabling power of assessment. In so doing, the writers recognise that
validity and reliability - the traditional canons of assessment – remain foundational and therefore
necessary. However, they are not of themselves sufficient for quality education. The book argues
that assessment needs to be radically reconsidered in the context of unprecedented societal change.
Increasingly, communities are segregating more by wealth, with clear signs of social, political,
economic and environmental instability. These changes raise important issues relating to ethics and
equity, taken to be core dimensions in enabling the power of assessment to contribute to quality
learning for all. This book offers readers new knowledge about how assessment can be used to
re/engage learners across all phases of education.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Assessment of Higher Order Thinking Skills
Gregory Schraw, Daniel H. Robinson, 2011-10-01 This volume examines the assessment of higher
order thinking skills from the perspectives of applied cognitive psychology and measurement theory.
The volume considers a variety of higher order thinking skills, including problem solving, critical
thinking, argumentation, decision making, creativity, metacognition, and self-regulation. Fourteen
chapters by experts in learning and measurement comprise four sections which address conceptual
approaches to understanding higher order thinking skills, cognitively oriented assessment models,
thinking in the content domains, and practical assessment issues. The volume discusses models of
thinking skills, as well as applied issues related to the construction, validation, administration and
scoring of perfomancebased, selected-response, and constructed-response assessments. The goal of
the volume is to promote a better theoretical understanding of higher order thinking in order to
facilitate instruction and assessment of those skills among students in all K-12 content domains, as
well as professional licensure and cetification settings.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Learning to Teach in the Primary School
Peter Hudson, 2013-05-06 Provides a pathway into the Australian curriculum for primary teachers,
including practical guidance across a range of key learning areas.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Handbook of Research on Advancing
Health Education through Technology Wang, Victor C.X., 2015-09-21 The Internet serves as an
essential tool in promoting health awareness through the circulation of important research among
the medical professional community. While digital tools and technologies have greatly improved
healthcare, challenges are still prevalent among diverse populations worldwide. The Handbook of
Research on Advancing Health Education through Technology presents a comprehensive discussion
of health knowledge equity and the importance of the digital age in providing life-saving data for



diagnosis and treatment of diverse populations with limited resources. Featuring timely,
research-based chapters across a broad spectrum of topic areas including, but not limited to, online
health information resources, data management and analysis, and knowledge accessibility, this
publication is an essential reference source for researchers, academicians, medical professionals,
and upper level students interested in the advancement and dissemination of medical knowledge.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Grading and Learning Susan M.
Brookhart, 2012-11-22 Grades should reflect and motivate learning. This book is relatable, relevant,
and effective in improving educators’ assessment and reporting processes and supporting students’
motivation to learn. Understand how to grade individual assignments and give report card grades
that accurately reflect and clearly communicate student achievement. Clear, concrete examples help
translate state standards into curriculum goals.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Evaluating Students Alex Shirran, 2006
Marks and letter grades are not simply assigned. In our high-stakes testing era, teachers need to be
well-versed in the theory, practice, and politics of marking, and be able to justify and defend their
evaluation and teaching practices. Based on years of classroom experience, this timely book uses
compelling case studies and suggests specific strategies for clarifying classroom assessment and
advancing the teacher's relationship with students, parents, and administrators. [This book] presents
an overview of the basic conditions and criteria of marking. It includes details on calculating grades
that range from weighting course marks and determining report card marks to reflecting the role of
effort in assigning grades. This teacher-friendly book also explores the many issues around the role
of standardized tests. This remarkable handbook will show new and experienced teachers that a
marking process that is research-driven, transparent, and universally applied is the best way to
defend their decisions.--Publisher's description, from p. [4] of cover.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Assessment in Education Shelleyann
Scott, Donald E. Scott, Charles F. Webber, 2015-10-20 This book provides key insights into how
educational leaders can successfully navigate the turbulence of political debate surrounding leading
student assessment and professionalised practice. Given the highly politicised nature of assessment,
it addresses leaders and aspiring leaders who are open to being challenged, willing to explore
controversy, and capable of engaging in informed critical discourse. The book presents the macro
concepts that these audiences must have to guide optimal assessment policy and practice.
Collectively, the chapters highlight important assessment purposes and models, including intended
and unintended effects of assessment in a globalised context. The book provides opportunities to
explore cultural similarities and particularities. It invites readers to challenge taken-for-granted
assumptions about ourselves and colleagues in other settings. The chapters highlight the cultural
clashes that may occur when cross-cultural borrowing of assessment strategies, policies, and tools
takes place. However, authors also encourage sophisticated critical analyses of potential lessons that
may be drawn from other contexts and systems. Readers will encounter challenges from authors to
deconstruct their assessment values, beliefs, and preconceptions. Indeed, one purpose of the book is
to destabilise certainties about assessment that prevail and to embrace the assessment possibilities
that can emerge from cognitive dissonance.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Evaluation and Testing in Nursing
Education Marilyn H. Oermann, Kathleen B. Gaberson, Jennie C. De Gagne, 2024-02-05 Previous
edition AJN 2020 Book of the Year! With expert, comprehensive guidance on the assessment and
evaluation of student learning in multiple settings, this award-winning text remains the gold
standard in this sphere of nursing education. The seventh edition incorporates the latest changes in
the field and presents a new chapter on developing test components that prepare students for the
Next Generation NCLEX, including descriptions and illustrations of the novel item types. The
resource presents an expanded discussion on assessment of higher-level learning and clinical
judgment, new content on assessment of competencies, examples of new item types in all chapters,
updated information on online testing, more in-depth explanations of how to analyze and score NGN
items with examples, and new content on evaluating students in online nursing programs. Also



unique to this edition is practical advice on developing test blueprints and creating all types of test
components including NCLEX-type items and the Next Generation NCLEX. The text continues to
present fundamental measurement and evaluation concepts to aid current and future nurse
educators in designing, critiquing, and employing pertinent test and evaluation tools along with
guidance for evaluating instructor and program effectiveness. It also examines key social, ethical,
and legal issues associated with testing and evaluation, including prevention of cheating and
designing academic policies for testing, grading, and progression. New to the Seventh Edition:
Discussion of competencies for assessment New chapter on developing test questions and other
components preparing students for the Next Generation NCLEX In-depth explanations of how to
analyze and score NGN items with examples and exhibits Examples of test items in each chapter
Strategies for assessing higher-level learning and clinical judgment Updated content for online
testing New content on evaluating students in online nursing programs Key Features: Discusses
assessment of competencies Presents strategies for evaluating higher-level cognitive skills and
clinical judgment Describes how to develop test blueprints and assemble, administer, write, and
analyze tests Provides guidelines for writing all types of test items including Next Generation
NCLEX (NGN) Includes explanations of how to analyze and score NGN items with examples and
exhibits Details how to evaluate written assignments with sample scoring rubrics Includes extensive
instructor resources including sample syllabus, course modules, learning activities, discussion
questions, online resources, PowerPoints, and more
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: How to Create and Use Rubrics for
Formative Assessment and Grading Susan M. Brookhart, 2013 Whether you're already familiar
with rubrics or not, this book is a complete resource for writing rubrics that assist with learning as
well as assess it. Plus, you'll learn how to wisely select from among the many rubrics available for
classroom use.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Digital Workplace Learning Dirk Ifenthaler,
2018-02-01 This book aims to provide insight into how digital technologies may bridge and enhance
formal and informal workplace learning. It features four major themes: 1. Current research
exploring the theoretical underpinnings of digital workplace learning. 2. Insights into available
digital technologies as well as organizational requirements for technology-enhanced learning in the
workplace. 3. Issues and challenges for designing and implementing digital workplace learning as
well as strategies for assessments of learning in the workplace. 4. Case studies, empirical research
findings, and innovative examples from organizations which successfully adopted digital workplace
learning.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: SAGE Handbook of Research on
Classroom Assessment James H. McMillan, 2013 The Sage Handbook of Research on Classroom
Assessment provides scholars, professors, graduate students, and other researchers and policy
makers in the organizations, agencies, testing companies, and school districts with a comprehensive
source of research on all aspects of K-12 classroom assessment. The handbook emphasizes theory,
conceptual frameworks, and all varieties of research (quantitative, qualitative, mixed methods) to
provide an in-depth understanding of the knowledge base in each area of classroom assessment and
how to conduct inquiry in the area. It presents classroom assessment research to convey, in depth,
the state of knowledge and understanding that is represented by the research, with particular
emphasis on how classroom assessment practices affect student achieventment and teacher
behavior. Editor James H. McMillan and five Associate Editors bring the best thinking and analysis
from leading classroom assessment researchers on the nature of the research, making significant
contributions to this prominent and hotly debated topic in education.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Classroom Assessment and the
National Science Education Standards National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and
Social Sciences and Education, Center for Education, Committee on Classroom Assessment and the
National Science Education Standards, 2001-07-12 The National Science Education Standards
address not only what students should learn about science but also how their learning should be



assessed. How do we know what they know? This accompanying volume to the Standards focuses on
a key kind of assessment: the evaluation that occurs regularly in the classroom, by the teacher and
his or her students as interacting participants. As students conduct experiments, for example, the
teacher circulates around the room and asks individuals about their findings, using the feedback to
adjust lessons plans and take other actions to boost learning. Focusing on the teacher as the primary
player in assessment, the book offers assessment guidelines and explores how they can be adapted
to the individual classroom. It features examples, definitions, illustrative vignettes, and practical
suggestions to help teachers obtain the greatest benefit from this daily evaluation and tailoring
process. The volume discusses how classroom assessment differs from conventional testing and
grading-and how it fits into the larger, comprehensive assessment system.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Educational Assessment in the 21st
Century Claire Wyatt-Smith, Joy Cumming, 2009-08-05 Signs of Change: Assessment Past, Present
and Future Another Time, Another Place...Examinations Then and Now In the Temple of Literature
in Hanoi, Vietnam, a series of stone stelae records the names of the handful of illustrious
examination candidates who, in each century, passed the national examination to become a Doctor
of Literature. Beginning in the
11thcentury,theexamswereconductedpersonallybysuccessivekingswhopursued Confucian ideals that
found expression in the enormous value placed on the pursuit of wisdom and learning. In the 21st
century we are both puzzled and impressed by this tradition. Puzzled by such an explicit
commitment to a meritocracy in an essentially feudal society; impressed by this enthusiasm for
learning and the pursuit of wisdom at the highest level of society. Yet, there are also important
similarities between the 11th and 21st centuries. Then, as now, assessment was associated with
excellence, high standards, pr- tige and competition—success for the chosen few; disappointment for
the majority. Then, as now, the pursuit of excellence was embedded in a social context that favoured
the elite and determined success in terms of the predilections of the p- erful. Then, as now, the
purpose of the assessment, the way it was conducted and its impact on society all re ected the social
and economic priorities of the day.
  educational assessment of students 6th edition: Educational Assessment Robert J. Wright,
2008 Educational Tests and Measurements in the Age of Accountability is a core text for use in a
first level graduate course in educational measurement and testing. In addition to covering the
topics traditionally found in core textbooks for this course, this text also provides coverage of
contemporary topics (including national testing programs, international achievement comparisons,
the value added assessment of schools and teachers, and the public policy debate on selective
admissions vs. affirmative minority enrollment).
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