american girl doll paper dolls

American Girl Doll Paper Dolls: A Nostalgic Twist on a Classic Toy

american girl doll paper dolls have captured the hearts of collectors, parents, and
children alike, blending the charm of traditional paper dolls with the beloved American Girl
brand. These paper dolls offer a unique and creative way to engage with the stories and
characters that American Girl dolls represent, all while sparking imagination and fine motor
skills in a playful, screen-free format.

If you're familiar with American Girl dolls, you know they are more than just toys—they are
a gateway into history, culture, and personal stories. The paper doll versions bring this
experience into a simpler, more accessible form. Whether you’'re a long-time fan of the
American Girl franchise or a newcomer curious about these delightful paper cutouts, there’s
plenty to explore and enjoy.

The Charm and Appeal of American Girl Doll
Paper Dolls

American Girl doll paper dolls stand out because they combine nostalgia with modern
creativity. Paper dolls have been around for centuries, cherished by children who loved
dressing up flat figures with paper outfits. When paired with the rich heritage of American
Girl dolls, the concept becomes even more enchanting.

These paper dolls typically feature the iconic characters from the American Girl series—like
Kirsten, Addy, Samantha, and more recent additions such as Melody or Luciana. Each paper
doll comes with a variety of outfits reflecting the character’s unique story, era, and
personality. This variety encourages kids to learn about different time periods and
character traits as they play.

Why Paper Dolls Are Making a Comeback

In an age dominated by digital entertainment, paper dolls offer a refreshing, tactile
experience. They promote hands-on creativity, letting children cut, dress, and even design
their own outfits. For parents and educators, American Girl doll paper dolls are a fantastic
tool to combine play with learning.

Additionally, paper dolls are portable and affordable compared to full-sized dolls. This
makes them perfect for travel, classroom activities, or quiet solo play. Plus, they encourage
storytelling and role-playing, which are critical for cognitive and emotional development.



Exploring the Different Types of American Girl
Doll Paper Dolls

There’s a surprising variety of American Girl doll paper dolls available, from official sets to
fan-made printable downloads. Understanding the options can help you select what fits
best for your needs.

Official American Girl Paper Doll Sets

While American Girl’s main products are physical dolls and accessories, they occasionally
release official paper doll sets tied to their historical or contemporary characters. These
sets often come with beautifully illustrated paper dolls and outfits that capture the essence
of each character’s time period and style.

Official sets tend to be high quality and perfect for collectors or as gifts. They often include
educational booklets or stories, enriching the play experience by connecting it to the books
and media that define each character.

Printable and DIY Paper Doll Options

For those on a budget or who enjoy crafting, printable American Girl doll paper dolls are
widely available online. Many websites and fan communities offer free or inexpensive
downloads featuring beloved characters. These can be printed at home on cardstock, cut
out, and played with immediately.

DIY enthusiasts also create custom outfits, accessories, and backgrounds, expanding the
creative possibilities. Some parents and teachers encourage kids to design their own paper
doll clothes using art supplies, which adds a personalized touch to the experience.

How to Make the Most Out of American Girl Doll
Paper Dolls

Having paper dolls is just the beginning. To truly enjoy and benefit from American Girl doll
paper dolls, consider these tips and ideas.

Incorporate Storytelling and Role Play

One of the best features of American Girl dolls—their rich stories—can be brought to life
through paper doll play. Encourage children to reenact scenes from the books or invent
new adventures. This nurtures creativity, literacy, and empathy as they step into the shoes
of diverse characters.



Create a Paper Doll Wardrobe

Building a collection of outfits can be a fun, ongoing project. Mix and match costumes from
different eras or characters, and let kids experiment with fashion and history. For example,
pairing Addy’s Civil War-era clothes with modern accessories can spark interesting
conversations about history and culture.

Use Paper Dolls for Educational Activities

Teachers and parents can incorporate paper dolls into lessons about history, fashion, or
storytelling. For example, children can research the background of each American Girl

character and present what they’ve learned while dressing their paper dolls accordingly.
This blend of visual, tactile, and verbal learning strengthens retention and engagement.

Collecting and Preserving American Girl Doll
Paper Dolls

Many adults who grew up with American Girl dolls find themselves drawn to collecting
paper dolls as nostalgic keepsakes. If you're one of those collectors, here are some
practical tips to keep your paper dolls in great condition.

Use acid-free sleeves or folders: Protect paper dolls from yellowing and damage
by storing them in archival-quality sleeves.

Handle with clean hands: Oils and dirt can degrade paper over time, so always
handle your dolls gently and with clean hands.

Frame or display favorites: Some collectors choose to frame their most cherished
paper dolls, turning them into unique art pieces.

Digitize your collection: Scanning paper dolls preserves their image digitally,
allowing you to share or reprint them without wear and tear.

The Future of American Girl Doll Paper Dolls

As American Girl continues to evolve, embracing new characters, stories, and cultural
themes, the paper doll format is likely to adapt as well. With advances in printable
technology and digital art, we may see increasingly detailed and interactive paper doll
experiences, including augmented reality or app integration.

Moreover, the DIY and crafting communities will continue to innovate, creating personalized



and diverse paper dolls that reflect today’s world. This ensures that the tradition of paper
dolls, combined with the timeless appeal of American Girl dolls, will remain a beloved
pastime for generations.

Engaging with american girl doll paper dolls is more than just play—it's an opportunity to
connect with history, culture, and creativity in a way that resonates across ages. Whether
you're a child discovering the joy of dressing paper dolls or an adult revisiting a cherished
childhood hobby, these delightful figures offer endless possibilities for imagination and
learning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are American Girl doll paper dolls?

American Girl doll paper dolls are printable or physical cut-out paper figures representing
American Girl dolls, allowing children to dress them up with various paper outfits and
accessories.

Where can | find printable American Girl doll paper
dolls?

Printable American Girl doll paper dolls can be found on craft websites, Pinterest, Etsy, and
some fan communities dedicated to American Girl dolls.

Are American Girl doll paper dolls officially made by the
American Girl brand?

Most American Girl doll paper dolls are fan-made and not officially produced by the
American Girl brand, although some official printables may be available on their website or
promotional materials.

Can | customize American Girl doll paper dolls?

Yes, many printable American Girl doll paper dolls come in editable formats or can be
customized by coloring or creating your own outfits and accessories.

What materials do | need to use American Girl doll
paper dolls?

You will need printed paper dolls on sturdy paper or cardstock, scissors to cut them out,
and optionally glue or tape to attach outfits and accessories.

Are there themed sets of American Girl doll paper dolls?

Yes, many paper doll sets are themed around specific American Girl doll characters,
historical periods, holidays, or special events.



How can American Girl doll paper dolls benefit children?

American Girl doll paper dolls encourage creativity, fine motor skills, storytelling, and
imaginative play, providing a screen-free activity for children.

Can American Girl doll paper dolls be used for
educational purposes?

Yes, they can be used to teach history, culture, and fashion related to the American Girl doll
characters, making learning interactive and fun.

Additional Resources

American Girl Doll Paper Dolls: A Nostalgic and Educational Collectible

american girl doll paper dolls have carved a unique niche in the realm of children's toys
and collectibles, blending traditional play with historical storytelling. These paper dolls,
inspired by the beloved American Girl brand, offer an accessible and creative way for
children and collectors alike to engage with the rich narratives and diverse characters that
American Girl dolls represent. As physical dolls continue to dominate the market, the paper
doll format provides an alternative that is both cost-effective and educational, appealing to
a broad audience.

The Appeal of American Girl Doll Paper Dolls

American Girl dolls have been a staple in the toy industry for decades, recognized for their
detailed craftsmanship and connection to American history. The paper doll versions extend
this legacy in a simplified yet meaningful form. Unlike their three-dimensional counterparts,
paper dolls emphasize imagination and artistic interaction, allowing users to dress and
customize the characters repeatedly without the limitations of physical doll accessories.

One of the most compelling aspects of american girl doll paper dolls is their educational
value. Each paper doll often comes with outfits and accessories that reflect specific
historical periods or cultural backgrounds, mirroring the stories told through the American
Girl books and dolls. This connection encourages historical learning through play, fostering
a deeper understanding of diverse experiences and time periods.

Historical Representation and Cultural Diversity

American Girl paper dolls maintain the brand’s commitment to diversity and inclusion by
representing characters from various ethnicities and timeframes. For instance, paper dolls
based on historical characters like Felicity Merriman from the American Revolution era or
Addy Walker from the Civil War period come with historically accurate attire and
accessories. This attention to detail promotes cultural literacy and sparks curiosity about
American history in young minds.



Moreover, contemporary characters such as Julie Albright or Gabriela McBride offer modern
narratives that resonate with today’s youth, reflecting current social themes and
challenges. The paper doll medium allows these stories to be told in an interactive format,
making history and culture accessible and engaging.

Comparing Paper Dolls to Traditional American
Girl Dolls

While traditional American Girl dolls are praised for their quality and realism, they come
with a higher price tag and require physical storage space. In contrast, american girl doll
paper dolls offer several practical advantages:

* Affordability: Paper dolls are significantly less expensive, making them accessible to
a wider audience.

e Portability: Paper dolls are lightweight and easy to transport, ideal for on-the-go play
or classroom activities.

e Customization: Users can color, cut, and design outfits, enhancing creativity and
personalization.

e Space-saving: Unlike bulky physical dolls, paper dolls take up minimal space, which
is beneficial for collectors and parents alike.

However, paper dolls lack the tactile, three-dimensional experience that many children and
collectors cherish. The tactile engagement with traditional dolls, including the ability to
physically dress and pose them, is difficult to replicate on paper. Additionally, the durability
of paper dolls is naturally limited, requiring careful handling to prevent damage.

Educational Uses and Classroom Integration

American Girl doll paper dolls have found a niche in educational settings. Teachers often
incorporate them into history lessons to make learning more interactive and relatable. The
visual and hands-on nature of paper dolls helps students better grasp the social and
cultural contexts of different historical periods.

Educators appreciate that these paper dolls come with detailed biographies and context,
often paralleling the American Girl books. This multidisciplinary approach supports literacy,
history, and art education simultaneously. For example, students might read a chapter
about a character’s life, then use the paper dolls to reenact scenes or create their own
stories, reinforcing comprehension and critical thinking.



Where to Find and How to Use American Girl Doll
Paper Dolls

The availability of american girl doll paper dolls varies widely. Some are officially licensed
products sold through American Girl’s own outlets or reputable retailers, while others are
created by fans and independent artists, often shared freely online or sold on platforms like
Etsy.

When selecting paper dolls, it is important to consider:

e Quality of print and materials: High-quality paper and printing enhance durability
and visual appeal.

* Authenticity: Official sets tend to offer historically accurate costumes and
accessories.

e Additional resources: Some kits include educational booklets, stories, or activity
guides.

Using these paper dolls typically involves printing, coloring (if desired), cutting out the
figures and outfits, and then engaging in imaginative play. Some enthusiasts laminate the
dolls for added longevity or use magnetic sheets to create reusable dress-up options.

Digital and Printable Versions

The digital age has also introduced printable american girl doll paper dolls, which can be
downloaded and printed at home. This format offers instant access and customization
options, such as changing colors or adding new outfits via graphic editing software.
Printable paper dolls serve as an eco-friendly alternative to plastic toys and can be updated
to reflect new characters or trends quickly.

Online communities often share free templates and encourage creative modifications,
fostering a collaborative environment for fans. This digital shift aligns with broader trends in
educational technology and DIY culture, making paper dolls a versatile tool for both
learning and leisure.

Balancing Nostalgia with Modern Play Trends

American Girl doll paper dolls represent a blend of nostalgic charm and contemporary
educational values. While the tactile, immersive experience of traditional dolls remains
unmatched for some, paper dolls offer a flexible, affordable, and interactive alternative that
aligns well with current trends emphasizing creativity and sustainability.



The resurgence of interest in paper crafts and analog play experiences among younger
generations highlights the enduring appeal of paper dolls. By combining historical
storytelling with hands-on engagement, american girl doll paper dolls serve as a bridge
between past and present, appealing to collectors, educators, and children seeking
meaningful play experiences.

In an era dominated by digital entertainment, these paper dolls remind us of the value of
tangible, imaginative play grounded in cultural awareness and historical appreciation. Their
continued popularity underscores a desire for playthings that educate as much as they
entertain, ensuring that the stories of American Girl characters live on in diverse and
innovative formats.
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american girl doll paper dolls: Paper Dolls Katherine H. Adams, Michael L. Keene,
2017-08-23 Paper dolls might seem the height of simplicity--quaint but simple toys, nothing more.
But through the centuries paper figures have reflected religious and political beliefs, notions of
womanhood, motherhood and family, the dictates of fashion, approaches to education, individual
self-image and self-esteem, and ideas about death. This book examines paper dolls and their
symbolism--from icons made by priests in ancient China to printable Kim Kardashians on the
Internet--to show how these ephemeral objects have an enduring and sometimes surprising presence
in history and culture.

american girl doll paper dolls: Notable American Women Paper Dolls in Full Color Tom
Tierney, 1989-05-01 16 accurately rendered dolls—each with 2 full-color costumes. Emily Dickinson,
Mary Cassatt, Jane Addams, Willa Cather, Margaret Mead, Georgia O'Keeffe, more. Introduction and
notes.

american girl doll paper dolls: Grace Kelly Paper Dolls in Full Color Tom Tierney, 1986-01-01
To a few people, she was Grace Kelly of Philadelphia. To her movie fans, she was a cool, dignified
and glamorous leading lady, and to countless others, she was the American girl who became a
fairy-tale princess. Now, in this new paper doll collection, noted illustrator Tom Tierney recreates
over 30 memorable outfits worn by the actress in major rolls and events in her life. Sixteen full-color
plates include four dolls (three of Grace and one of Prince Rainier), while 32 skillfulkly rendered
illustrations of costumes, gowns and outfits recall special events - from a dress worn in her
professional stage debut in 1949, to a Dior outfit worn at a party in her honor in 1982. Her film fans
will be pleased to find costumes from 11 film roles, including an appropriately prim dress she wore
as Gary Cooper's Quaker bride in High Noon (1952); an elegant evening ensemble from Rear
Window (1954); the sumptuous evening dress worn in To Catch a Thief (1955); and a graceful gown
from The Swan (1956). Also included in this volume are the dress worn for the Academy Awards
presentation at which she won her 1954 Oscar, and here royal wedding gown - made of 250 yards of
antique heirloom lace. Two family groupings also feature delightful portraits of the royal children.
Paper doll enthusiasts will want to add this unique volume to their collection, while Grace Kelly fans
and movie buffs will treaure this colorful tribute to a talented actress and charming modern-day
princess.
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american girl doll paper dolls: Samantha's Paper Dolls Pleasant Company, 1992-09
Contains four each of the American Girls activity titles, a total of 80 in the display.

american girl doll paper dolls: Girl Scout Collectors' Guide Mary Degenhardt, Judith Kirsch,
2005 In more than nine decades of Girl Scouting, a vast popular and material culture has given rise
to a wealth of Girl Scout history collections. More than an identification guide to uniforms, insignia,
and other Girl Scout objects, this work also documents when changes occurred and why new items
were introduced. Placing these objects in context, this essential guide provides a discerning look at
the history and development of the Girl Scout Movement in the United States. Scholars and
aficionados of Girl Scout history, costume history, women's studies, popular culture, and dress will
welcome this indispensable and definitive resource. This new, expanded edition, with hundreds of
illustrations, photographs, and tables, is indisputably the go-to source for information on all Girl
Scout uniforms, insignia, awards, and handbooks, as well as dolls, postcards, posters, calendars, and
more--from the founding of the Girl Scouts in 1912 through the present day. An invaluable resource
to Girl Scout councils managing a history collection. And, beyond that . . . an informative and
intriguing glimpse . . . into the evolution of a Movement that . . . today is the world's preeminent
organization dedicated solely to girls. --Cynthia B. Thompson, chair, National Board of Directors, and
Kathy Cloninger, national chief executive officer, GSUSA An indispensable reference for collectors; a
fascinating resource for anyone interested in Girl Scouting, this comprehensive guide to Girl Scout
memorabilia is firmly grounded in the history of the Girl Scouts of the United States. Mary
Degenhardt and Judith Kirsch show us what Girl Scouts wore and read, and explain how changes in
uniforms, insignia, and publications reflect the evolution of Girl Scout programs and the expansion
of opportunities for American girls. Reading this book is like walking through a fine museum where
material culture brings the past to life. --Anastatia Sims, author of Negotiating Boundaries of
Southern Womanhood

american girl doll paper dolls: Polynesian Girl and Boy Paper Dolls Yuko Green, 1998-01-13
32 exotic costumes for 2 little islanders: Tahitian mourning dress, apparel for a warrior, Samoan
dancers, and more, plus headdresses, religious figures, other tribal artifacts.

american girl doll paper dolls: American Family of the 1980s Paper Dolls Tom Tierney,
2003-12-03 From the decade that introduced Oprah to a national TV audience, celebrated the 100th
anniversary of the Statue of Liberty, and witnessed the demise of the Berlin Wall come a variety of
clothing styles for a multi-generational family. Ten dolls are accompanied by 30 costumes that
include shirtdresses, tunics, leotards, business suits, windbreakers, denim jeans, and wedding
apparel, as well as sneakers, baseball caps, and other accessories. A delight for collectors, paper doll
fans, and anyone with sentimental memories of the 1980s.

american girl doll paper dolls: Dollcraft Patti Negri, 2025-06-08 Explore Poppet Creation and
the Keeping of Haunted Dolls With extensive knowledge and first-hand experience, Patti Negri
brings you into the world of haunted dolls and poppets. In addition to answering frequently asked
questions, such as where haunted dolls come from and how to protect yourself from dangerous ones,
Patti presents the ins and outs of poppets. Explore different kinds of poppets—classic,
biodegradable, food-based, and crafty—and use a variety of spells and recipes for them. Discover
how to invite a spirit into your doll, choose poppet ingredients based on your goals, host a Haunted
Doll Tea Party, and much more. As Robert the Doll's dolltender David L. Sloan attests, this is an
essential manual for anyone venturing into the world of haunted dolls.

american girl doll paper dolls: Girl Culture: Girl culture A to Z Claudia Mitchell, Jacqueline
Reid-Walsh, 2008 Investigates the increasingly complex relationships, struggles, obsessions, and
idols of American tween and teen girls. From pre-school to high school and beyond, this work tackles
many hot-button issues, including the barrage of advertising geared toward very young girls
emphasizing sexuality and extreme thinness.

american girl doll paper dolls: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office , 2001

american girl doll paper dolls: American Family of the 1930s Paper Dolls in Full Color



Tom Tierney, 1991-01-01 10 dolls, 30 costumes: single-breasted suits, cuffed slacks, tuxedos for
men; ankle-length dresses, casual skirts, jacket, bobby socks, and saddle shoes for the ladies. Notes.
16 plates.

american girl doll paper dolls: A Girl Can Do: Recognizing and Representing Girlhood Tiffany
R. Isselhardt, 2022-07-12 How do scholars research and interpret marginalized populations,
especially those that are seldom recognized as marginalized or whose sources are believed to be
rare? Combining intersectional feminism and public history methodologies, ‘A Girl Can Do:
Recognizing and Representing Girlhood’ reflects on how girlhood is found, researched, and
interpreted in museums, archives, and historic sites. Defining “girl” as “self-identifying females
under the age of 21,” ‘A Girl Can Do’ lays the groundwork for understanding girlhood, its constructs,
and its marginalization while providing faculty, students, and working professionals with ten case
studies on researching and working with girlhood. Contributors include archaeologists, archivists,
curators, educators, and historians who demonstrate how adding a girl studies lens fosters greater
inclusivity and diversity in our work. Whether studying spatial techniques of marginalization in
colonial Peru, the daybooks as records of girlhood in late-nineteenth century Sweden, or
collaborating with self-identifying fangirls to produce a pop-up exhibition, the contributors
demonstrate the variety of sources and methods that can be used to interpret this oft-overlooked
population. Throughout, ‘A Girl Can Do’ petitions for collaborative and creative thinking in how we
can reframe and reinterpret our sources - both traditional and overlooked - to shed new light on
how girls have contributed to, and provide frames of reference for, human history and culture.

american girl doll paper dolls: The American Girl's Home Book of Work and Play Helen
Campbell, 1883

american girl doll paper dolls: Redefining Girly Melissa Wardy, 2014-01-01 “Melissa
Wardy’s book reads like a conversation with a smart, wise, funny friend; one who dispenses fabulous
advice on raising a strong, healthy, full-of-awesome girl.” —Peggy Orenstein, author of Cinderella
Ate My Daughter All-pink aisles in toy stores, popular dolls that resemble pole dancers, ultrasexy
Halloween costumes in tween sizes. Many parents are increasingly startled and unnerved at how
today’s media, marketers, and manufacturers are sexualizing and stereotyping ever-younger girls,
but feel powerless to do much about it. Mother of two Melissa Wardy channeled her feelings of
isolation and frustration into activism—creating a website to sell T-shirts with girl-positive messages;
blogging and swapping parenting strategies with families around the world; writing letters to
corporate offenders; organizing petitions; and raising awareness through parent workshops and
social media. Wardy has spearheaded campaigns against national brands and retailers that resulted
in the removal of sexist, offensive ads and products. Now, in Redefining Girly, she shares her
parenting and activism strategies with other families concerned about raising a confident and
healthy girl in today’s climate. Wardy provides specific advice and sample conversations for getting
family, friends, educators, and health care providers on your side; getting kids to think critically
about sexed-up toys and clothes; talking to girls about body image; and much more. She provides
tips for creating a home full of diverse, inspiring toys and media free of gender stereotypes; using
your voice and consumer power to fight the companies making major missteps; and taking the reins
to limit, challenge, and change harmful media and products. Melissa Wardy is the founder of Pigtail
Pals & Ballcap Buddies, a website selling empowering and inspirational children’s apparel and
products, and Redefine Girly, a blog surrounding the issue of the sexualization of girls. Wardy and
her work have been featured

american girl doll paper dolls: Doll Sourcebook Argie Manolis, 1996 A Complete directory
of supplies and services for making, selling, and collecting dolls.

american girl doll paper dolls: Girls, Texts, Cultures Clare Bradford, Mavis Reimer,
2015-05-29 This book focuses on girls and girlhoods, texts for and about girls, and the cultural
contexts that shape girls’ experience. It brings together scholars from girls’ studies and children’s
literature, fields that have traditionally conducted their research separately, and the collaboration
showcases the breadth and complexity of girl-related studies. Contributors from disciplines such as



sociology, literature, education, and gender studies combine these disciplinary approaches in novel
ways with insights from international studies, postcolonial studies, game studies, and other fields.
Several of the authors engage in activist and policy-development work around girls who experience
poverty and marginalization. Each essay is concerned in one way or another with the politics of
girlhood as they manifest in national and cultural contexts, in the everyday practices of girls, and in
textual ideologies and agendas. In contemporary Western societies girls and girlhood function to
some degree as markers of cultural reproduction and change. The essays in this book proceed from
the assumption that girls are active participants in the production of texts and cultural forms; they
offer accounts of the diversity of girls’ experience and complex significances of texts by, for, and
about girls.

american girl doll paper dolls: Ebony , 1999-11 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

american girl doll paper dolls: Home Notes, London , 1896

american girl doll paper dolls: Famous Child Stars Paper Dolls Tom Tierney, 2003-10-01
Star-studded collection of youthful film celebrities, including such fresh-faced innocents as Deanna
Durbin, Jackie Cooper, and Freddie Bartholomew; the precocious and versatile Mickey Rooney;
Shirley Temple, the sensational, curly-haired moppet; the incredibly gifted Judy Garland; as well as
Margaret O'Brien, Natalie Wood, Elizabeth Taylor, Macaulay Culkin, and six other captivating
performers. A treasure for paper doll enthusiasts and movie fans alike. 16 costumed dolls, each
accompanied by two additional outfits.

american girl doll paper dolls: Deconstructing Dolls Miriam Forman-Brunell, 2021-03-03 In
recent decades, emerging scholarship in the field of girlhood studies has led to a particular interest
in dolls as sources of documentary evidence. Deconstructing Dolls pushes the boundaries of doll
studies by expanding the definition of dolls, ages of doll players, sites of play, research methods, and
application of theory. By utilizing a variety of new approaches, this collected volume seeks to
understand the historical and contemporary significance of dolls and girlhood play, particularly as
they relate to social meanings in the lives of girls and young women across race, age, time, and
culture.
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