
short u sound worksheets
Short U Sound Worksheets: A Fun Way to Master Early Reading Skills

short u sound worksheets are an essential tool for parents, teachers, and
homeschoolers aiming to build foundational phonics skills in young learners.
The short "u" sound, as in words like "cup," "bug," and "sun," is one of the
first vowel sounds children learn to recognize and pronounce. Worksheets
focusing on this specific phoneme can make the process of learning to read
and spell both enjoyable and effective. If you’re wondering how to integrate
short u sound activities into your teaching routine or looking for new
resources, this comprehensive guide will help you understand their value and
how to use them best.

Why Focus on the Short U Sound?

The English language consists of many vowel sounds, and mastering each one
can be a challenge for early readers. The short "u" sound, pronounced /ʌ/,
plays a significant role in many simple, frequently used words. It’s often
one of the first vowel sounds introduced in phonics programs because it
appears in many common CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words.

Recognizing and producing the short u sound correctly helps children not only
with reading fluency but also with spelling and pronunciation. Developing
confidence with this sound lays a foundation that supports the transition to
more complex vowel combinations and phonics rules.

Challenges Learners Face With the Short U Sound

Some children might confuse the short u sound with other vowel sounds, such
as short o or short a, especially since these sounds can sometimes be quite
similar depending on regional accents. Additionally, distinguishing the short
u sound in spoken language requires attentive listening skills, which can be
tricky for early learners.

Short u sound worksheets help address these challenges by providing
consistent exposure through engaging exercises, allowing children to practice
identifying, pronouncing, and using the sound in different words.

Types of Short U Sound Worksheets

There is a wide variety of worksheet types designed to target the short u
sound, each catering to different learning styles and developmental stages.



Here are some popular formats you might find useful:

1. Phonics Word Lists and Matching Exercises

These worksheets often present a list of short u words, such as "mud," "cup,"
and "run," alongside pictures or other words. Children are asked to match
words to images or group words with the same sound. This visual and
interactive approach reinforces sound recognition and vocabulary building.

2. Fill-in-the-Blank and Word Family Activities

Worksheets that focus on word families like -ub, -ut, and -ug allow kids to
complete words by filling in missing letters. For example, a worksheet might
have "_ug" and prompt students to write "bug," "hug," or "rug." These
activities strengthen spelling and phonemic awareness by highlighting common
patterns.

3. Sorting and Categorizing Tasks

Sorting exercises encourage learners to group words by their vowel sounds.
For instance, children might sort a list of words into short u and other
vowel sound categories. This type of activity develops auditory
discrimination skills, crucial for reading development.

4. Reading and Writing Short Stories with Short U
Words

Some worksheets provide simple sentences or short stories loaded with short u
words, encouraging children to read aloud and practice fluency. Others might
ask students to write their own sentences using a set of short u words,
promoting both reading comprehension and creative writing skills.

How to Use Short U Sound Worksheets Effectively

To get the most out of short u sound worksheets, it’s important to integrate
them thoughtfully into your teaching or learning routine.



Create a Multi-Sensory Learning Environment

Combine worksheet activities with hands-on and auditory experiences. For
example, after completing a worksheet, say the words aloud together, have
children clap to the syllables, or use letter tiles to build short u words.
This multi-sensory approach helps reinforce the sound recognition in
different contexts.

Use Repetition Without Monotony

Consistent practice is key to mastering phonics skills, but repetition can
sometimes become dull. Choose worksheets that offer varied
activities—matching, writing, sorting—to keep learners engaged. Incorporate
games or digital resources that complement the worksheets when possible.

Monitor and Adjust Based on Progress

Observe how children respond to different worksheet types. If a learner
struggles with a particular activity, try simpler worksheets or add more
visual aids. Conversely, if a child is excelling, introduce more challenging
tasks, such as blending short u sounds with consonant blends or using short u
words in sentences.

Benefits of Short U Sound Worksheets for Early
Literacy

Incorporating short u sound worksheets into early literacy instruction offers
numerous advantages:

Improved Phonemic Awareness: Helps children hear, identify, and
manipulate the short u sound within words.

Enhanced Vocabulary: Exposure to a variety of short u words broadens
word knowledge and usage.

Better Spelling Skills: Practice with word families and letter patterns
strengthens spelling abilities.

Increased Reading Fluency: Repeated practice reading short u words
boosts confidence and smoothness in reading.

Engagement and Motivation: Fun and diverse worksheets keep learners
motivated to practice phonics skills regularly.



Where to Find Quality Short U Sound Worksheets

There are many resources available online and offline, ranging from free
printable worksheets to comprehensive phonics workbooks.

Online Educational Platforms

Websites focused on early childhood education frequently offer downloadable
worksheets. Look for sites that provide visually appealing, age-appropriate
materials with clear instructions.

Teacher Resource Stores and Books

Curriculum stores and educational bookshops sell phonics workbooks that
include focused sections on vowel sounds like the short u. These often come
with teacher guides and answer keys.

Creating Your Own Worksheets

If you want tailored activities, consider making your own worksheets based on
the interests and skill levels of your learners. Simple tools like word
processors or worksheet generators can help you design customized exercises.

Tips for Parents and Educators When Using Short
U Sound Worksheets

- **Make It Interactive:** Turn worksheet time into a game by timing how fast
children can find short u words or by using reward stickers for completed
tasks.
- **Combine with Storytime:** After practicing short u words, read books that
contain many of these words to reinforce learning in context.
- **Encourage Oral Practice:** Have children pronounce the words aloud before
and after writing them to solidify the connection between sound and spelling.
- **Be Patient and Positive:** Celebrate small wins and progress, as phonics
skills can take time to develop fully.

Short u sound worksheets are more than just paper exercises—they’re stepping
stones toward confident reading and spelling. By choosing the right
activities and using them creatively, you can make learning the short u sound



an enjoyable adventure for any young learner.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are short u sound worksheets?
Short u sound worksheets are educational resources designed to help children
recognize, pronounce, and spell words that contain the short u vowel sound,
such as 'cup,' 'sun,' and 'bug.'

How can short u sound worksheets benefit early
learners?
These worksheets support early learners by improving their phonemic
awareness, enhancing reading skills, and building a strong foundation for
spelling and vocabulary through focused practice on the short u vowel sound.

What activities are commonly included in short u
sound worksheets?
Common activities include word matching, fill-in-the-blanks, word sorting,
tracing and writing words, and identifying the short u sound in different
words and sentences.

Are there free short u sound worksheets available
online?
Yes, many educational websites and teaching platforms offer free printable
short u sound worksheets that parents and teachers can download and use for
classroom or home practice.

How can teachers effectively use short u sound
worksheets in the classroom?
Teachers can use these worksheets as part of phonics lessons, homework
assignments, or literacy centers to reinforce vowel sound recognition,
provide targeted practice, and assess students' understanding of the short u
sound.

Additional Resources
Short U Sound Worksheets: An In-Depth Examination of Their Role in Early
Literacy Development



short u sound worksheets have become a staple resource in early childhood
education, particularly for teaching phonics and foundational reading skills.
These worksheets focus on the short "u" vowel sound, a critical component in
English phonetics that learners often find challenging to master. As
educators seek effective tools to support literacy instruction, the use of
targeted phonics worksheets warrants a closer look to assess their
educational value, design features, and overall impact on student learning
outcomes.

The Educational Importance of Short U Sound
Worksheets

Understanding vowel sounds is central to decoding and word recognition, two
essential skills for fluent reading. The short "u" sound, typically heard in
words like "cup," "bug," and "sun," is one of the more nuanced vowel sounds
in English. For early readers, distinguishing this sound can be difficult due
to its similarity to other vowel sounds and its occurrence in a variety of
word contexts.

Short u sound worksheets serve as a focused intervention method, allowing
learners to engage repeatedly with this specific phoneme. By isolating the
sound within words and sentences, these worksheets help reinforce auditory
discrimination, spelling patterns, and vocabulary development. The structured
practice that such worksheets provide can be particularly beneficial for
students who struggle with phonemic awareness or have learning differences
that affect language acquisition.

Key Features and Types of Short U Sound Worksheets

Short u sound worksheets come in various formats, each tailored to target
different aspects of phonics instruction. Some common types include:

Word Identification and Matching: These worksheets ask students to
identify words containing the short "u" sound among a list of options or
to match pictures with corresponding words.

Fill-in-the-Blank Exercises: Students complete sentences or word
families by inserting words with the short "u" sound, promoting context-
based learning.

Sorting Activities: Learners categorize words based on vowel sounds,
distinguishing short "u" from other vowel sounds like short "a" or short
"e."

Writing and Spelling Practice: Worksheets encourage students to write



words or sentences featuring the short "u" sound, aiding in the
development of both phonological and orthographic skills.

Phoneme Isolation and Identification: Exercises focus on listening
skills by asking students to identify the short "u" sound in spoken
words.

Each worksheet type addresses different learning styles and stages, from
auditory recognition to written expression, making them versatile tools in a
teacher’s repertoire.

Effectiveness and Pedagogical Value

Research in literacy education underscores the importance of explicit phonics
instruction, especially in the early grades. Short u sound worksheets align
with this approach by providing repetitive, scaffolded practice that
strengthens neural pathways related to sound-letter correspondences.

However, the effectiveness of these worksheets can vary depending on factors
such as the design quality, the integration of multisensory elements, and the
instructional context. Worksheets that incorporate engaging visuals,
interactive components, and immediate feedback tend to yield better
engagement and retention among young learners. Conversely, overly repetitive
or monotonous worksheets may lead to disengagement, diminishing their
educational benefit.

Comparatively, short u sound worksheets serve as a complementary resource
alongside other phonics instruction methods like guided reading, phonemic
games, and digital learning platforms. When used in isolation, their impact
might be limited; integrated thoughtfully within a comprehensive literacy
curriculum, they contribute significantly to phonological awareness
development.

Integrating Short U Sound Worksheets into
Classroom and Home Settings

The adaptability of short u sound worksheets allows for diverse applications
across various learning environments. In classrooms, teachers often use them
as part of phonics centers, homework assignments, or formative assessments.
Their structured nature facilitates easy differentiation, enabling educators
to tailor activities to the proficiency levels of individual students.

At home, parents and caregivers can utilize these worksheets to reinforce
phonics skills outside formal instruction. The simplicity of many worksheets
makes them accessible for non-specialists to implement, supporting early



literacy development through additional practice.

Advantages of Using Short U Sound Worksheets

Focused Practice: Targeting the short "u" sound helps learners
concentrate on mastering one phoneme before moving to more complex
sounds.

Reinforcement of Phonemic Awareness: Repeated exposure aids in sound
discrimination and pronunciation accuracy.

Supports Spelling and Reading Fluency: Familiarity with short "u" word
patterns improves decoding skills and reading confidence.

Easy to Implement: Printable worksheets require minimal preparation and
can be adapted for different proficiency levels.

Trackable Progress: Teachers and parents can use completed worksheets to
monitor student understanding and identify areas needing additional
support.

Potential Limitations and Considerations

Despite their benefits, short u sound worksheets are not without drawbacks.
Some considerations include:

Limited Engagement: Worksheets may lack the interactive or hands-on
elements necessary to maintain young learners’ attention over time.

Overreliance Risk: Dependence solely on worksheets may neglect other
modalities of phonics instruction, such as oral practice and contextual
reading.

Variability in Quality: The market contains a wide range of worksheets;
some may not align with current phonics teaching methodologies or
developmental appropriateness.

Cultural and Linguistic Bias: Worksheets that do not consider diverse
linguistic backgrounds might not be effective for English language
learners or students from multicultural settings.

Educators and caregivers should critically assess and select worksheets that



complement broader instructional strategies and cater to the specific needs
of their learners.

Evaluating Resources: Where to Find Quality
Short U Sound Worksheets

The proliferation of educational materials online has made short u sound
worksheets widely accessible. Platforms such as Teachers Pay Teachers,
education blogs, and publisher websites offer a variety of free and paid
options. When selecting resources, consider the following criteria:

Alignment with Curriculum Standards: Worksheets should support1.
established phonics benchmarks relevant to the target grade level.

Age-Appropriate Design: Visuals, language, and task complexity must be2.
suitable for the learner’s developmental stage.

Instructional Clarity: Directions and examples should be straightforward3.
to minimize confusion and maximize independent practice.

Inclusion of Answer Keys: Providing solutions helps in self-assessment4.
and facilitates guided instruction.

Variety and Differentiation: Resources offering multiple worksheet types5.
accommodate different learning preferences and abilities.

Supplementing worksheets with interactive tools and real-world reading
experiences can enhance phonics instruction and provide a balanced literacy
approach.

Throughout educational settings, short u sound worksheets remain a valuable,
albeit partial, component of phonics education. Their focused nature supports
early readers in mastering a specific vowel sound, contributing to the
broader goal of literacy proficiency. As with any instructional tool, their
effectiveness is maximized when integrated thoughtfully within a diverse and
engaging learning framework.
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  short u sound worksheets: Genius Kids Worksheets for Ukg - Set of 8 Workbooks for UKG,
KG-2 and Montessori (4-6 yrs) - Math & Logic, English, Science, Games & Activities flipClass,
2018-05-01 Genius Kids Worksheets is a series of high quality, engaging and colourful set of
worksheets for pre-school, kindergarten and primary grades by flipClass. The UKG (KG-2) package
has set of 8 workbooks covering most topics your child learns in UKG (KG -2, Montessori). This
includes plenty of activities on numbers, math & logic, alphabets, words, reading, writing, rhymes
and stories, science, colouring, painting, arts and craft. Genius Kids worksheets make learning fun
and interactive. The package contain following 8 books: 1. ABCs: In this workbook, your child learns
cursive writing of capital and small letters and writing small sentences. 2. Spelling & Vocabulary:
Your child learns spelling and pronunciation of naming, action, rhyming, sight words, making small
sentences, singular-plural, word pairs in this book. 3. Phonics: These worksheets contain all basic
pronunciations developed using Jolly English Methodology. The child learns correct pronunciation
with Smart QR technology. 4. Let's Learn to Read: This book helps your child learn reading through
stories and rhymes with colourful illustrations. You could read them out to your child as bed-time
stories too! 5. 123s: 123s helps the child master concepts in basic mathematics. The child learn
numbers from 1 to 100, counting, skip counting, backward counting, Addition & Subtraction with
plenty of engaging exercises. 6. Mental Maths: Your child learns more about numbers, 2D & 3D
shapes, patterns, Data Interpretation and other activities which improves mental and analytical
ability. 7. Science Lab: Your child learns basic concepts of Environmental Sciences like Plants,
Animals, Good Manners, Healthy Food, Air & Water, Universe, Our Country in this workbook. 8. Fun
& Games: These worksheets focus on enhancing creativity of the child through drawing, origami, fun
cut-outs, Jigsaw Puzzles.
  short u sound worksheets: Phonics a Sound Word ,
  short u sound worksheets: Mega Preschool & Kindergarten Worksheets Bundle For Kids The
Learning Apps, Make your teaching experience with our Mega KG Worksheet Bundle English, Math,
and Science Activities - 500+ Pages Included This extensive array of resources comprises
captivating lesson plans, hands-on exercises, and visually stimulating materials meticulously crafted
to ignite curiosity and cultivate a profound grasp of these subjects in your kindergarten classroom.
Tailored for kindergarten educators devoted to instilling a lifelong passion for language, numbers,
and scientific exploration in their young learners.
  short u sound worksheets: Learn Everyday Letters, Sounds & MORE! Twin Sisters® Digital
MediaTM, 2025-04-14 This workbook provides a year's worth of worksheets, parent checklists,
activity suggestions, and mini storybooks! And, is easy to use for both children and parents with
picture directions, color-coded subject areas and an organized index.
  short u sound worksheets: Big Book of Decoding Vowels, Grades 1 - 3 Helen Zeitzoff,
2013-01-02 Help beginning readers advance to proficiency with The Big Book of Decoding Vowels.
This helpful workbook teaches students how to decode words and match them to pictures, identify
sentence-picture correlation, apply vowel sounds to spell words, and more! It is also great for
remediation. Key Education products are intended to engage and educate young and special
learners, as well as assist teachers in building a strong and developmentally appropriate curriculum
for these children. The product lineÑcomprised of teacher/parent resource books, photographic
learning cards, and other activity- and game-oriented materialsÑis designed to assist in ÒUnlocking
the Potential in Every Child.Ó
  short u sound worksheets: An Experimental Assessment of Multimedia Materials for
Teaching Short and Long Vowel Generalizations to Remedial Readers Donna Elithe Norton,
1973
  short u sound worksheets: Genius Kids Worksheets (Bundle) for Class 3 (Grade-3) - Set
of 6 Workbooks (English, Mathematics and Science) flipClass, 2018-06-01 Genius Kids
Worksheets for Class 3 is a set of 6 international standard workbooks created by a team of
experienced academics, world class researchers and expert worksheet designers. The worksheets



are a treasure trove of information with over 1200 curriculum-based activities, exercises and games
in English, Mathematics and Science for 3rd Grade. It covers major portions of CBSE, ICSE and all
state boards for 3rd Grade or Class 3. The workbook's lively layout and easy to follow explanation
makes learning fun and interactive. The worksheets help parents and teachers to explain key
concepts with absolute ease. MathematicsShapes & PatternsNumbers up to
10,000AdditionSubtractionMultiplicationDivision MoneyMeasurementData HandlingFractionMental
Ability EnglishNounsPossessive Forms of NounsAntonyms & SynonymsTensesContractionsVowels &
ConsonantsVocabularyAdjectivesArticlesAdverbsPrepositionSubject & PredicateStatements &
QuestionsPunctuationSuffixes & PrefixesMain Verbs & Helping VerbIrregular VerbsThe Verb ‘To
Be’Conjunctions ScienceLiving & Non-LivingParts of a PlantAnimals, Birds & InsectsAir &
WaterHuman BodyFoodShelter & ClothingFamily & SocietyTravelWork & PlaySafety & First
AidWeatherThe EarthThe UniverseThe Material Around UsTypes of Materials
  short u sound worksheets: Readings and Cases in Educational Psychology Anita E.
Woolfolk, 1993 Prepared to accompany the author's Educational Psychology, 5th ed. Collects
readings from a variety of publications and presents five original cases showing educational
psychology in action as students attempt to learn math, reading, or history. Among the topics
addressed: multiculturalism, whole la
  short u sound worksheets: Learn Everyday Words, Rhymes & MORE! Twin Sisters®
Digital MediaTM, 2025-04-14 This workbook provides a year's worth of worksheets, parent
checklists, activity suggestions, and mini storybooks! And, is easy to use for both children and
parents with picture directions, color-coded subject areas and an organized index.
  short u sound worksheets: Bugs, Bugs, and More Bugs Ruth Solski, 2011 Looking for
non-fiction, high-interest literacy, and skill-building material for young students or an integrated
resource that will excite and teach? Look no further. This resource is filled with activities that will
capture student interest and teach or reinforce skills in the areas of reading, vocabulary, phonics,
research, brainstorming, creative writing, and thinking.
  short u sound worksheets: Reading-writing Connections Mary F. Heller, 1991
Reading-Writing Connections: From Theory to Practice, Second Edition, is an extraordinary
language arts methods text that enables elementary and middle school teachers to create classroom
environments where all students can become lifelong readers and writers. Focusing on
developmentally appropriate methods and materials, this remarkably readable book empowers a
new generation of teachers to integrate reading, writing, listening, and speaking in K-8 classrooms.
Heller's highly accessible writing style makes Reading-Writing Connections suitable as the primary
text for undergraduate and graduate courses in language arts, reading, writing, and literacy.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  short u sound worksheets: Teacher's ed Richard Madden, 1983
  short u sound worksheets: Supporting Key Stage 2 and 3 Dyslexic Pupils, their
Teachers and Support Staff Sally Raymond, 2014-09-15 'I have found Sally Raymond's worksheets
ideally suited for use with pupils in need of focussed literacy development materials. They find them
varied and accessible with opportunities to include personal interests and topics. I use them to
match specific learning needs to activities which introduce, explain, engage and assess individual
targets and skills.' Julia Smith B.Ed. SpLD APC (Patoss) - dyslexia assessor and tutor This A4
resource book provides all the materials required to follow structured programmes of learning
support for dyslexic pupils. Created by Sally Raymond, an experienced teacher of dyslexic pupils,
this resource provides a wide variety of adaptable worksheets with lots of teaching advice and
supportive guidance. The worksheets: are fully adaptable to meet the needs of different pupils
support Department of Education recommendations and Ofsted advice and guidance encourage
cross-curricula support and interventions to promote maximum access to a wide range of topics use
varied, enjoyable, applications including games, quizzes and novel challenges designed to engage
and stimulate thinking and learning develop the knowledge and skills of practitioners helping them
identify and monitor progress and needs Also available by Sally Raymond: Extending Support for



Key Stage 2 and 3 Dyslexic Pupils, their Teachers and Support Staff: The Dragonfly Games
978-1-13-877460-5 Spelling Rules, Riddles and Remedies 978-0-415-71000-8
  short u sound worksheets: Supporting Dyslexic Pupils Across the Curriculum Sally
Raymond, 2012-10-12 This resource book provides all the materials required to follow structured
programs of learning support for dyslexic pupils. Created by Sally Raymond, an experienced teacher
of dyslexic pupils, it contains a wide variety of adaptable worksheets with lots of teaching advice and
supportive guidance. The clear advice offered will guide inexperienced teachers and support others
delivering differentiated inputs throughout the school. Every school can use the worksheets again
and again, adapting them to suit different needs, building up a library of dragonfly worksheets that
match the learning style of dyslexic pupils.
  short u sound worksheets: Phonics Louis Fidge, 2001 Phonics Year by Year is an easy-to-use
phonics course. In line with curriculum requirements, the course comprises Posters and a Teacher's
Book for three progressive stages: A, B and C, which correspond with the objectives listed for
Reception/P1, Year 1/P2 and Year 2/P3. Each year's course is divided into 30 teaching units.
  short u sound worksheets: Amazing Earthworms Gr. 2-3 Solski, Ruth,
  short u sound worksheets: Vowels With Vitality Cheryl Callighan, 2001 Educational resource
for teachers, parents and kids!
  short u sound worksheets: Slugs & Snails Gr. 1-3 Solski, Ruth,
  short u sound worksheets: Phonics in Lessons, Pictures and Activities James W. Forgan,
Harry W. Forgan, 2000-02 Educational resource for teachers, parents and kids!
  short u sound worksheets: The Very Hungry Caterpillar - Literature Kit Gr. 1-2 Marie-Helen
Goyetche, 2007-05-01 Combine science with language arts with this tale of a caterpillar turning into
a butterfly. Students start their study by discussing what they already know about caterpillars.
Complete vocabulary words with their missing double consonants or double vowels. Find all the
nouns in the sentences from the story. Answer questions about the novel with vocabulary words.
Students brainstorm what the caterpillar might eat and draw a picture of these things. Write the
stages in the life cycle of a caterpillar as described in the book on a timeline. Explore the life cycles
of other animals, like an ant, ladybug, mosquito, and frog. Aligned to your State Standards and
written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer
key are also included. About the Novel: This is the delightful story of a caterpillar’s growth and
change as he moves through his life cycle from egg to butterfly. The story begins with the first stage
in his life cycle—an egg on a leaf. When the egg hatches, the tiny caterpillar emerges, and he is very
hungry. The little caterpillar eats everything in sight. For seven days he eats many different and
delicious foods, and as he eats, he grows into a very big caterpillar. Then, he builds a cocoon around
himself. The caterpillar remains nested in his new home for just over two weeks, and finally he
reemerges into the world as a beautiful butterfly.
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automatically unlocks, and if the keyboard is out for a short time don’t know what a ’short time’ is
yet, the screen will re-lock when the
Short Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary Short definition: Having little length; not long
SHORT - Meaning & Translations | Collins English Dictionary Master the word "SHORT" in
English: definitions, translations, synonyms, pronunciations, examples, and grammar insights - all in
one complete resource
SHORT Definition & Meaning | Short, brief are opposed to long, and indicate slight extent or
duration. Short may imply duration but is also applied to physical distance and certain purely spatial
relations: a short journey
What does SHORT mean? - What does SHORT mean? This dictionary definitions page includes all
the possible meanings, example usage and translations of the word SHORT. A short circuit. A short
film. Jones
1218 Synonyms & Antonyms for SHORT | Find 1218 different ways to say SHORT, along with
antonyms, related words, and example sentences at Thesaurus.com
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