more words i use when i write

**More Words I Use When [ Write: Expanding My Vocabulary for Better Expression**

more words i use when i write is a phrase that reflects a personal journey toward
enriching the way I communicate through text. Writing is more than just putting words on
a page; it’s about choosing the right words to convey thoughts, emotions, and ideas clearly
and impactfully. Over time, I’ve discovered that expanding my vocabulary and consciously
incorporating more varied words not only improves the quality of my writing but also
keeps readers engaged. In this article, I'll share insights into how I choose and use more
words when I write, the importance of diverse vocabulary, and practical tips for anyone
looking to enhance their own writing style with more expressive language.

Why Using More Words When You Write Matters

When I first started writing regularly, my vocabulary was fairly limited. I often found
myself repeating the same phrases or sticking to simple words that didn’t fully capture
what I wanted to say. Using more words when I write has transformed that experience —
it has allowed me to be more precise, creative, and engaging. The richness of language
helps paint vivid pictures, evoke emotions, and build stronger connections with readers.

Moreover, employing a broader range of vocabulary improves clarity and professionalism,
especially in contexts like blogging, academic writing, or content creation. It shows
thoughtfulness and effort, qualities that readers and editors appreciate.

The Role of Synonyms and Variations

One of the most effective ways to incorporate more words when I write is by using
synonyms and alternative expressions. For example, instead of repeatedly saying “happy,”
I might use words like “joyful,” “content,” “delighted,” or “elated,” depending on the
context. This subtle variation prevents monotony and adds depth.

However, it’s essential to choose synonyms wisely. Not all words are interchangeable;
connotations and nuances differ. That’s why I often consult a thesaurus or dictionary to
ensure that the substitute word fits the tone and meaning I intend to convey.

Techniques I Use to Incorporate More Words
When I Write

Beyond just swapping out words, there are several strategies I use to naturally include
more words when I write without sounding verbose or repetitive.



1. Descriptive Language and Adjectives

Adding descriptive adjectives and adverbs can enrich sentences significantly. Instead of
“The dog ran,” I can say, “The energetic dog sprinted swiftly.” This provides a clearer
mental image and makes the writing more lively.

2. Using Transitional Phrases

"o

Transitional words and phrases such as “furthermore,” “in addition to,” “however,” and
“on the contrary” help connect ideas smoothly. They also add length and sophistication to
writing, which is especially useful in essays or articles.

3. Expanding Sentences with Examples

Whenever possible, I elaborate on points by giving examples or explanations. For example,
rather than stating, “Exercise is good for health,” I might say, “Exercise is beneficial for
health because it strengthens the cardiovascular system, improves mood, and boosts
energy levels.”

4. Incorporating Figurative Language

Figurative language like metaphors, similes, and personification introduces creativity.
Saying “Her smile was like sunshine breaking through the clouds” is more evocative than
simply “She smiled.”

Building a More Extensive Vocabulary Over Time

More words I use when I write come from continuous learning and exposure to language.
Vocabulary is not static; it grows with reading, listening, and practice.

Reading Widely to Discover New Words

One of the best ways I expand my vocabulary is by reading diverse materials—books,
articles, poetry, and even well-written social media posts. Different genres and styles
introduce me to words I might not encounter otherwise, enriching the pool of words I can
draw from.



Keeping a Personal Word Journal

I maintain a journal where I jot down interesting words, their meanings, and example
sentences. This habit helps reinforce memory and encourages me to try out new words in
my own writing.

Using Vocabulary-Building Apps and Tools

Technology offers many tools for vocabulary enhancement. Apps like Anki, Quizlet, or even
daily word emails help me learn and revisit new words regularly, making it easier to
remember and use them naturally.

Balancing Quantity and Quality: Avoiding Overuse

While it’s beneficial to use more words when I write, I'm mindful not to overdo it. Writing
that’s too wordy or complicated can confuse readers or dilute the message. The goal is to
be clear and engaging, not overwhelming.

Editing for Conciseness

After drafting, I review my work to remove unnecessary words or redundancies. This
editing phase ensures that every word earns its place and contributes meaningfully to the
text.

Matching Vocabulary to Audience

I adjust the complexity of my language based on who will read the piece. For a general
audience, I use simpler words and explain concepts clearly. For specialized or academic
audiences, I might use more technical terms and advanced vocabulary.

The Impact of Using More Words When I Write

The effect of integrating more words into my writing goes beyond just lengthening text. It
enhances storytelling, clarifies ideas, and makes content more memorable. Readers
respond better to writing that feels thoughtful and well-crafted.

Moreover, a richer vocabulary helps me express subtleties of emotion and tone, which is
essential in creative writing, persuasive essays, and even business communications.



Encouraging Engagement and Interaction

When my writing is vivid and well-expressed, readers are more likely to engage—whether
that means commenting, sharing, or reflecting on the content. Using more words
thoughtfully can stimulate readers’ imaginations and prompt meaningful discussions.

Improving Confidence as a Writer

Expanding the words I use when I write has also boosted my confidence. Knowing I have a
diverse linguistic toolkit empowers me to tackle different writing challenges with ease and
creativity.

Final Thoughts on Embracing More Words in
Writing
Exploring more words I use when I write is an ongoing adventure. It’s about curiosity,

practice, and a willingness to experiment with language. The richness of vocabulary is a
powerful ally in making writing more impactful and enjoyable.

Whether you are a novice writer or someone looking to refine your skills, embracing a
wider range of words can transform your writing journey. It’s not just about using more
words for the sake of it but about choosing the right ones that truly resonate and
communicate your unique voice.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is it important to use more words when I write?

Using more words can help clarify your ideas, provide detailed explanations, and make
your writing more engaging and informative.

How can I find more words to use in my writing?

You can expand your vocabulary by reading widely, using a thesaurus, practicing writing
regularly, and learning new words through apps or vocabulary lists.

Does using more words always improve my writing?

Not always; while more words can add detalil, it's important to be concise and avoid
unnecessary repetition or filler words that don't add value.



What techniques help me incorporate more words
effectively?

Techniques include elaborating on points with examples, using descriptive language,
explaining cause and effect, and including relevant background information.

How do I avoid sounding repetitive when using more
words?

Use synonyms, vary sentence structure, and focus on adding new information or
perspectives rather than repeating the same ideas.

Can using more words help with SEO in online writing?

Yes, longer content with relevant keywords can improve SEO by providing comprehensive
coverage of a topic, which search engines often favor.

What role do transition words play when using more
words in writing?

Transition words help connect ideas smoothly, making the writing flow better and making
it easier for readers to follow your argument.

How can I practice using more words without losing
clarity?

Practice outlining your ideas first, then expand each point with supporting details and
examples, ensuring each added word serves a clear purpose.

Additional Resources

More Words I Use When I Write: Exploring the Vocabulary Behind Effective
Communication

more words i use when i write forms the cornerstone of my creative and professional
expression. The deliberate choice of vocabulary not only shapes the clarity of the message
but also influences engagement, tone, and reader perception. In any writing endeavor—be
it journalistic, academic, or creative—the words selected reflect the writer’s intent and
mastery over language. This article delves into the significance of word variety, the
strategic deployment of synonyms and nuanced terms, and how expanding one’s lexicon
can enhance writing quality and impact.

The Importance of Vocabulary Diversity in



Writing

Language is a dynamic tool, and the words we choose when we write directly affect how
our ideas resonate. Relying on repetitive or simplistic vocabulary can dilute the power of
communication, making texts monotonous or vague. Conversely, employing a richer array
of words elevates the narrative, providing precision, emotional depth, and stylistic flair.

For instance, the phrase “more words i use when i write” might seem straightforward, but
exploring synonyms or related expressions like “expanded vocabulary,” “lexical choices,”
or “word selection” can diversify content and improve SEO, making articles more
discoverable through various search queries. Writers who consciously incorporate a broad
vocabulary can adapt their tone to different audiences and purposes, whether formal,
informal, persuasive, or descriptive.

Understanding the Role of Synonyms and Contextual
Vocabulary

One of the most practical methods to enrich writing is through the use of synonyms.
However, the mere substitution of words without regard to context can confuse readers or
alter intended meanings. For example, the word “write” can be replaced with “compose,”
“draft,” “pen,” or “scribble,” but each carries subtle distinctions in tone and formality.

When considering “more words i use when i write,” it is essential to analyze the context in
which these words appear. Academic writing might favor “compose” or “draft” for
formality, while creative writing could embrace “scribble” to evoke a casual, spontaneous
feel. This nuanced approach ensures that vocabulary diversity enhances rather than
detracts from clarity.

How Expanding Vocabulary Impacts SEO and
Readability

In the digital age, the interplay between vocabulary and search engine optimization (SEO)
cannot be overlooked. Articles that incorporate varied yet relevant keywords—known as
Latent Semantic Indexing (LSI) keywords—tend to perform better in search rankings. For
example, integrating terms related to “more words i use when i write” such as “writing
techniques,” “language variety,” “lexical richness,” and “word choice strategies” helps
search engines understand the article’s breadth and relevance.

Moreover, diverse vocabulary can improve readability by breaking up repetitive phrasing
and maintaining reader interest. Tools like the Flesch-Kincaid readability tests indicate
that varied sentence structures and word choices contribute positively to the flow and
comprehension of text.



Balancing Complexity and Accessibility

While a broad vocabulary can impress and engage, overuse of complex words risks
alienating readers. The goal is not to overwhelm but to communicate effectively. Writers
must strike a balance between lexical sophistication and accessibility, tailoring word
choice to the target audience’s knowledge and expectations.

For instance, in professional reviews or journalistic pieces, using precise terminology
enhances credibility. Phrases such as “lexical diversification” or “semantic variation” may
be appropriate and appreciated. However, in general consumer content, simpler

expressions like “using different words” or “choosing better vocabulary” can be more
effective.

Techniques to Incorporate More Words When You
Write

Improving the richness of vocabulary involves deliberate practice and strategic methods.
Here are some effective techniques:

* Reading Widely: Exposure to diverse genres and subject matters introduces new
words and phrases naturally.

e Using Thesauruses and Vocabulary Tools: These resources help identify
synonyms and related terms while verifying context suitability.

e Writing Exercises: Practice rewriting sentences using alternative words to develop
flexibility in expression.

e Maintaining a Personal Word Bank: Collecting interesting or useful words during
reading or conversation for future incorporation.

e Editing and Revising: Reviewing drafts to replace repetitive terms and improve
word variety.

Challenges Associated with Expanding Vocabulary

Despite the benefits, increasing word variety presents certain challenges. Writers may
encounter difficulties such as:

1. Overcomplication: Excessive use of rare or technical words can obscure meaning.

2. Contextual Misuse: Incorrect synonym selection might confuse readers or reduce



credibility.

3. Inconsistency in Tone: Mixing formal and informal vocabulary without clear intent
can disrupt flow.

Awareness of these pitfalls is crucial to maintaining a professional and engaging writing
style while employing a wider vocabulary.

Case Study: The Effect of Word Variety on Reader
Engagement

Research indicates that readers tend to engage more deeply with texts that demonstrate
lexical richness. A study published in the Journal of Writing Research showed that articles
with varied vocabulary scored higher on reader satisfaction and perceived author
expertise. This suggests that consciously enhancing word choice aligns with both
communicative effectiveness and audience retention.

In practical terms, incorporating “more words i use when i write” translates into a
tangible advantage for bloggers, journalists, and content creators aiming to distinguish
their work in crowded digital spaces. It also supports clearer communication in
educational and professional settings.

Writing with deliberate attention to vocabulary diversity is not merely a stylistic
preference but a strategic approach to connect with readers and optimize content
discoverability. The integration of LSI keywords related to writing, language, and
vocabulary helps create comprehensive and SEO-friendly articles that appeal to both
humans and search engines.

As language continues to evolve, so too does the writer’s toolkit. Embracing a broader

lexicon and refining word choice enhances the art of writing itself, making each piece
more resonant, precise, and impactful.
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more words i use when i write: More Words I Use When [ Write Alana Trisler, Patrice Howe
Cardiel, 1990-06-01 Lists 1100 hand-printed words and provides space to add new words to help
students improve their vocabulary development, spelling, reading, and writing. The back section
includes pages for days of the week, months of the year, contractions, numbers and ordinals, plus
pages for classmates', friends' and family members' names. For grades 3-4.

more words i use when i write: Words I Use When I Write Alana Trisler, Patrice Howe
Cardiel, 1989-12 Lists almost 500 high-interest, high-frequency words in large, hand-printed
manuscript and provides space to add new words to help students improve their spelling,
alphabetizing, reading, and writing. A 10-page back section includes pages for color words, number
words, days of the week, months of the year, contractions, classmates and friends, family members,
and pets. For grades 1-2.

more words i use when i write: Spelling K-8 Diane Snowball, Faye Bolton, 1999 Spelling K-8
meets the needs of schools and districts that want to put systematic teaching in place without
compromising the principles of constructivist learning. Recognizing the professional expertise of
classroom teachers, the authors consistently urge teachers to consider the suggested plan in
relation to their children's spelling needs. Children are actively engaged in spelling explorations,
being guided by their teachers, forming generalizations that reflect their current understanding
about how written English works. Specific suggestions are also offered for children whose first
language is not English. Spelling K-8 addresses the issues that administrators and parents are
concerned about - especially phonics and learning high-frequency words - and offers teachers a
wealth of strategies and resources to draw on. Spelling K-8 assists teachers in:understanding
current beliefs about teaching and learning and means of translating these into classroom
practice;implementing specific types of spelling investigations, such as sounds, spelling patterns or
suffixes, by clearly outlining the general process involved in spelling explorations;identifying the
possible spelling focuses for children in each grade level, taking into consideration their needs and
the explorations they have been introduced to in previous years;relating the teaching of spelling to
reading and writing experiences in a variety of curriculum areas;knowing the generalizations
children need to learn to enable them to understand how written English works. Spelling K-8 will
help you plan the teaching of spelling at a whole-school level and at each grade level.

more words i use when i write: Write This Way from the Start Kelly Boswell, 2017-09-29 As
teachers, the beginning of each school year presents us with fresh starts and opportunities. How will
we build community and create a culture that values thinking, learning, and risk-taking? How can
we create a safe environment where all learners feel welcome and valued? As writing teachers, it's
of utmost importance that we launch our students into the world of writing in a way that engages
them and helps to build their confidence. In this book, Kelly Boswell shares a variety of ways to
kick-start the school year and invite students to engage in meaningful, purposeful and joyful writing
experiences.

more words i use when i write: Follow Floyd McClung, 2010-09-01 Isn't it time to stop asking,
“What would Jesus do?” and start asking, “What is Jesus doing now?” Follow is a real-life guide to
discipleship the Jesus way. Here Floyd McClung tells how he traded a life of religion for a life of
relationship with Jesus—a relationship that led him to form communities of Christian disciples
around the world. Taking the Gospels at face value leads Floyd to define a radical strategy for
discipling new believers while strengthening our own devotional lives. He details practical ideas for
forming discipleship groups that reflect Jesus’s principles of accountability, transparency, humility,
and outreach. Through it all, Floyd emphasizes the importance of following Jesus personally rather
than adhering to ineffective rules or traditions. With stories and scriptural principles, Floyd
McClung leads us through the liberating process of changing the focus of our lives from ourselves to
Jesus so we can do life the way Jesus did—and experience a richer spiritual life than we’ve ever
known.

more words i use when i write: Reading Assessment and Instruction for All Learners Jeanne
Shay Schumm, 2017-02-13 Weaving together the latest knowledge and best practices for teaching



children to read, this indispensable text and professional resource provides a complete guide to
differentiated instruction for diverse learners. Uniquely integrative, the book places the needs of
English language learners and students with disabilities front and center instead of treating them as
special topics. Accessible chapters on each of the core components of literacy clearly demonstrate
how to link formal and informal assessment to evidence-based instruction. Special features include
Research Briefs, Tech Tips, Internet Resources, Reflection and Action Questions, and dozens of
reproducible student activities and assessment tools.

more words i use when i write: Vocabularians Brenda L. Overturf, 2023-10-10 Building on the
ideas developed in Word Nerds: Teaching All Students to Learn and Love Vocabulary , Brenda ]J.
Overturf has updated and energized the recommended practices for middle grades students.
Vocabularians is for any educator who wants to help young adolescents increase knowledge and
competency with word study while bringing interest, motivation, and even joy to their learning.
Brenda takes teachers and administrators inside three middle-level schools where educators are
integrating vocabulary instruction across the curriculum. In rural, urban, and suburban settings, she
highlights effective ways to develop students' vocabulary skills using art, music, games, technology,
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking. Vocabularians shows teachers of all
content areas how to build word networks, flood the classroom environment with academic
vocabulary, and incorporate the three word-solving strategies that researchers have found to be the
most important-;teaching students how to use context; deciphering words by breaking down
prefixes, suffixes, and root words; and using reference materials in authentic ways. By blending
current research with real classroom experience and application, Brenda builds on her work with
Margot Holmes Smith and Leslie Montgomery and offers an easy-to-implement,
customized-to-middle-school resource that will improve instruction and assessment. As one featured
seventh grader shared: Vocabulary helps you because the more you know words, the more fluent you
can be in reading, the better you can read and write, and the better your writing sounds. There's
always going to be a time when you have to sound professional, whether you're applying for a job or
anything else. You're just going to have to know how to use a good vocabulary.-

more words i use when i write: You Looked at Me Claudine Moine, 2024-01-01 In You Looked
At Me, Claudine Moine writes a profound autobiographical account of her own spiritual
development. Impacted by her experiences as a refugee from the Thirty Years’ War, Moine relates a
detailed narrative of God’s involvement in her life, comprising times of favour, temptation,
transverberation and mystical marriage, and the state of darkness that caused her to cease writing.
[lluminated by the translation and collation of Rev. Gerard Carroll, You Looked At Me is a work of
extraordinary spiritual and theological richness, offering insights for spiritual seekers and historical
researchers alike. It stands in the company of Julian of Norwich’s Revelations of Divine Love and The
Cloud of Unknowing as a crucial text of historical spirituality.

more words i use when i write: Learning to Teach Linda Shalaway, 1998 An essential guide
for all teachers, Learning to Teach--Not Just for Beginners offers a wealth of great strategies for all
those who desire to instruct others as a career.

more words i use when i write: Assessment for Reading Instruction Katherine A.
Dougherty Stahl, Kevin Flanigan, Michael C. McKenna, 2019-12-09 This book provides a
comprehensive conceptual framework and hands-on practical tools for reading assessment. The
authors present a clear roadmap for evaluating K-8 students' strengths and weaknesses in each of
the basic competencies that good readers need to master. Teachers learn how to select, administer,
and interpret a wide range of formal and informal assessments, and how to use the results to
improve instruction. In a large-size format for easy photocopying, the book includes 30 reproducible
assessment tools--Provided by publisher.

more words i use when i write: Sista, Speak! Sonja L. Lanehart, 2010-01-01 2003 —
Honorable Mention, Myers Outstanding Book Award - The Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of
Bigotry and Human Rights in North America The demand of white, affluent society that all
Americans should speak, read, and write proper English causes many people who are not white



and/or middle class to attempt to talk in a way that feel peculiar to [their] mind, as a character in
Alice Walker's The Color Purple puts it. In this book, Sonja Lanehart explores how this valorization
of proper English has affected the language, literacy, educational achievements, and self-image of
five African American women—her grandmother, mother, aunt, sister, and herself. Through
interviews and written statements by each woman, Lanehart draws out the life stories of these
women and their attitudes toward and use of language. Making comparisons and contrasts among
them, she shows how, even within a single family, differences in age, educational opportunities, and
social circumstances can lead to widely different abilities and comfort in using language to navigate
daily life. Her research also adds a new dimension to our understanding of African American
English, which has been little studied in relation to women.

more words i use when i write: Light on the Other Side of Divorce Elizabeth Cohen,
2021-04-20 Create a Life After Divorce That You Love “...divorce is a grand opportunity for
reinvention of oneself. It has the potential to be a bright new beginning.” —Christiane Northrup,
MD, NY Times bestselling author of Women's Bodies, Women's Wisdom; The Wisdom of Menopause;
and Goddesses Never Age #1 New Release in Divorce Offering a well-researched and tested method
for recovering from a broken heart after divorce, Dr. Elizabeth Cohen brings her highly successful
Afterglow process to you in Light on the Other Side of Divorce. Don’t just move on after a
breakup?thrive. Letting go of someone you loved. Dr. Elizabeth Cohen has been there?she knows
how it feels to have your life derailed by divorce. As a therapist who has worked with hundreds of
divorcing clients, she has developed the Afterglow method, which teaches you how to rediscover a
life of growth, change, and abundance. Her method has been informed by her own healing journey
and is based primarily on research-supported strategies, resulting in a balanced method that takes
advantage of modern psychology and science, while remembering what it feels like to experience the
emotions of divorce-recovery. Set yourself up for success. It’s true, letting go and moving on is hard.
But if you read this book and try the exercises, you will see change. You will feel different. You will
feel a positive shift in your life and your attitude. People will comment that you look different. You
will get more sleep, feel at ease, and have more hope. Learn about: Tools for stoppling self-defeating
thoughts and self-doubt State-of the art therapeutic approaches to managing fear and overwhelm
Active strategies for lasting positive changes and results Readers of divorce books for women and
men like This Is Me Letting You Go by Heidi Priebe, Conscious Uncoupling by Katherine Woodward
Thomas, and Finding Love After Heartbreak by Stephan Labossiere will find joy after heartbreak
with Light on the Other Side of Divorce.

more words i use when i write: Assessing and Teaching Reading Composition and Writing,
K-3, Vol. 2 K. Michael Hibbard, Elizabeth Wagner, 2013-09-13 The performance tasks in this book
are linked directly to instructional strategies and include holistic rubrics, analytic rubrics, and
assessment lists. They can be photocopied and distributed to your students.

more words i use when i write: More Letters from the Edge Margaret Randall, 2025-09-09
A collection of letters exchanged between the author and four “outriders”—artists, writers, and
activists who risk everything to confront censorship, injustice, and the constraints of convention In
More Letters from the Edge, Margaret Randall continues her exploration of the power of
correspondence, revealing the intimate and unguarded exchanges that define lives lived at the
margins of convention. Through letters, interviews, and fragments of memory, she invites us into
conversations with four fearlessly radical writers, artists, and activists: Arturo Arango, Kathy
Boudin, Jane Norling, and Robert Schweitzer. Their voices—translated, remembered, and
preserved—offer urgent reflections on risk, resistance, and the act of making meaning in a world
that, now more than ever, seeks to silence dissent. More than historical artifacts, these
conversations bridge past and present, proving that the fight for creative and political integrity is
never confined to a single era. More Letters from the Edge is a testament to those who push against
the edges, opening doors for all who follow.

more words i use when i write: Literacy for Childcare Students June Green, 2014-04-23
This pack offers the busy tutor all they need to teach their childcare students literacy. This pack



offers the busy tutor all they need to teach their childcare students literacy. The book includes: *
Pages of spelling quizzes * Pages for building their bank of familiar words * Extension activities
which build on what they've learned in lessons The students will be able to chart their own progress
as they work through the levels.

more words i use when i write: EBOOK: Teaching Adult Literacy: A Teacher Education
Handbook Nora Hughes, Irene Schwab, 2010-02-16 Are you teaching or training to teach literacy to
adult learners? Do you want to update and deepen your practice? Yes! Then this is the essential book
for you! In this book, the authors offer friendly guidance on how to work with adult learners to
develop their literacy skills and practices. They challenge the negative view of adult literacy learners
as social 'problems', often described in terms of their deficits. They promote an alternative view of
people who have rich resources and skills in many areas of their lives which they can bring to the
learning process. The contributing authors have a wealth of experience as practitioners and
researchers in the field. They pull together a wide range of current theory and research on adult
literacy, offering new perspectives on theory and applications to everyday practice. Key features
include: Case studies of real student experiences Samples of learners’ writing with commentary and
analysis Application of linguistic theory to literacy teaching Practical suggestions for teaching,
planning and assessment Guidance on supporting learners with dyslexia and global learning
difficulties Reflective tasks, encouraging readers to develop and apply their knowledge This book is
an invaluable resource for trainee teachers studying on literacy specialist courses leading to
teaching qualifications, as well as for experienced practitioners wishing to update and deepen their
practice.

more words i use when i write: The Principles of the Trinary Universe Jeffrey Flesher,

more words i use when i write: New Directions for Research in 1.2 Writing S. Ransdell, M.-L.
Barbier, 2012-12-06 GERT RIJLAARSDAM UniversityofAmsterdam & Utrecht University, the
Netherlands Multilingualism is becoming the default in our global world. The present-day global
citizens use different languages in different situations. Apart from their mother tongue, they learn
languages that give them access to other regions, nations, and worlds. In all countries ofthe
European Union, for instance, at least one foreign lan guage is mandatory in secondary schools.
Most students are taught English as a for eign language, the lingua franca in Europe. In large parts
of the USA, students move from Spanish to English schooling. In parts of Canada, bilingual
education is stan dard. In Catalonia (Spain) children learn Catalonian and Spanish, in Hong Kong
English and Chinese. The smaller the world becomes, the more languages are used and learned. For
writing process research, this development into multilingualism entails at least two challenges. First
ofall, studying the relation between writing in L1 and L2 provides an opportunity for collaborative
studies, in different language settings. Second, the issue ofgeneralization of findings comes to the
fore. It becomes evident now that we have unjustly neglected this issue in writing process research.
We for got to ask whether it is feasible to talk about 'writing processes' in general, without referring
to the language of the written texts, and without taking into account the educational and linguistic
culture in which these texts originate.
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