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Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh: A Delightful Exploration of Learning and Fun

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh is a charming and educational book that has captured the
hearts of children, parents, and educators alike. This beautifully illustrated book combines simple
storytelling with creative shape recognition, making it an ideal resource for young learners who are
just beginning to explore the world of shapes and colors. If you're looking for a playful way to
introduce your child to the basics of geometry while sparking their imagination, Mouse Shapes offers
an engaging experience that is both fun and instructive.

What Makes Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh So
Special?

At its core, Mouse Shapes is more than just a picture book; it's a clever teaching tool. Ellen Stoll Walsh
uses a cast of adorable mice characters who engage in a playful chase, using various shapes to build
forts and hideouts. This simple premise serves as the foundation for a subtle yet effective lesson on
identifying and understanding shapes.

Unlike many children’s books that focus solely on storytelling, Mouse Shapes intertwines narrative
with educational content seamlessly. The story encourages kids to observe and recognize common
geometric shapes such as circles, triangles, squares, rectangles, and more. What’'s remarkable is how
these shapes are integrated naturally into the illustrations, allowing children to learn without feeling
like they're in a formal classroom setting.

Engaging lllustrations That Bring Learning to Life

One of the standout features of Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh is its bright and colorful
illustrations. The artwork uses bold lines and distinct shapes that make it easy for children to identify
the forms being highlighted. The characters—the mice—are drawn in a way that’s both relatable and
whimsical, which helps maintain a child’s interest throughout the story.

The illustrations do an excellent job of showing how shapes can be combined or rearranged to create
new forms. For example, a triangle can become a roof, or circles can stack to form a tower. This visual
storytelling encourages kids to think creatively about the shapes they see in the world around them
and inspires hands-on play and learning.

How Mouse Shapes Encourages Early Math Skills

Introducing shapes early on is a critical step in developing mathematical thinking in young children.
Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh subtly fosters these skills by making shapes tangible and relatable.
When children recognize shapes in the context of a story, they are more likely to remember and
understand their properties.



Shape Recognition and Vocabulary Building

Through repetition and visual cues, kids become familiar with the names and attributes of different
shapes. This not only improves their vocabulary but also enhances their ability to classify and sort
objects—a foundational math skill. The mice’s adventure provides a narrative context that helps
children connect abstract shapes to real-world objects.

Spatial Awareness and Problem-Solving

Another valuable aspect of the book is how it promotes spatial reasoning. As the mice build forts and
other structures using shapes, young readers are prompted to think about how shapes fit together,
overlap, or stand alone. This kind of thinking is crucial for developing problem-solving skills and later
concepts in geometry and engineering.

Incorporating Mouse Shapes into Learning Activities

Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh lends itself wonderfully to interactive learning. Parents and
teachers can use the book as a springboard for various activities that reinforce shape recognition and
creativity.

Shape Hunts and Drawing Exercises

After reading the story, children can go on a “shape hunt” around the house or classroom to find
objects that resemble the shapes featured in the book. This activity helps transfer the knowledge
from the page to everyday life.

Encouraging kids to draw their own mouse forts using paper shapes or drawing tools stimulates
creativity and fine motor skills. This hands-on approach deepens their understanding of how shapes
combine to form new objects.

Building with Shapes

Using building blocks or cut-out shapes, children can recreate scenes from the book or invent their
own structures. This tactile experience reinforces spatial reasoning and allows kids to experiment with
balance and design.

Why Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh Is a Must-Have
for Early Childhood Education



The book’s blend of storytelling, vibrant illustrations, and educational content makes it an invaluable
addition to any early learning library. Its approach aligns well with developmental milestones for
preschoolers and kindergarteners, supporting cognitive growth without overwhelming young learners.

Additionally, Mouse Shapes encourages a love for reading by making the experience interactive and
enjoyable. Children naturally engage with the mice characters and their adventures, fostering both
literacy and numeracy skills simultaneously.

Perfect for Group and Individual Reading

Whether read aloud in a classroom setting or enjoyed one-on-one at home, Mouse Shapes captivates
children’s attention. Teachers often use it as a starting point for group discussions about shapes,
sizes, and colors, while parents find it a comforting bedtime story that sneakily teaches while
entertaining.

Supporting Diverse Learning Styles

The book’s visual and narrative elements appeal to a wide range of learners. Visual learners benefit
from the clear illustrations, auditory learners enjoy the rhythm and repetition of the text, and
kinesthetic learners thrive with the suggested hands-on activities. This versatility ensures that Mouse
Shapes meets the needs of various young readers.

Exploring Further: Other Works by Ellen Stoll Walsh

If you enjoy Mouse Shapes, you might also appreciate other books by Ellen Stoll Walsh that
emphasize learning through play and creativity. Titles like "Mouse Paint" and "Mouse Count" continue
the adventures of these charming mice while introducing concepts such as colors and numbers. Her
consistent style and educational focus make her works a favorite among early childhood educators
and families.

By weaving learning objectives into delightful stories and captivating visuals, Ellen Stoll Walsh has
created a niche that supports foundational skills in a memorable way. Exploring her books can provide
a rich resource for parents and educators looking to nurture curiosity and knowledge in young
children.

Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh stands as a testament to how children’s literature can be both fun
and functional. Its timeless appeal lies in its ability to teach important concepts through engaging
storytelling and vibrant artwork, making it a go-to book for anyone invested in early childhood
development. Whether you're introducing shapes for the first time or reinforcing existing knowledge,
this book offers a playful and effective path to learning that children are sure to enjoy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Mouse Shapes' by Ellen Stoll
Walsh?

'‘Mouse Shapes' by Ellen Stoll Walsh explores themes of creativity, problem-solving, and teamwork as
mice use different shapes to outsmart a cat.

What age group is 'Mouse Shapes' by Ellen Stoll Walsh
suitable for?

'Mouse Shapes' is ideal for young children, typically ages 3 to 7, as it combines simple storytelling
with engaging illustrations and basic shape recognition.

How does 'Mouse Shapes' by Ellen Stoll Walsh help children
learn about shapes?

The book uses a narrative where mice form various shapes to hide from a cat, helping children
identify and understand different geometric shapes in a fun and memorable way.

Who is the author and illustrator of 'Mouse Shapes'?

Ellen Stoll Walsh is both the author and illustrator of 'Mouse Shapes,' known for her charming and
educational children's books.

What makes 'Mouse Shapes' a popular choice for classroom
activities?

‘Mouse Shapes' is popular in classrooms because it encourages interactive learning about shapes,
promotes creativity through art activities, and supports literacy development with its simple,
engaging story.

Additional Resources
Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh: An In-Depth Exploration of a Classic Children’s Book

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh stands out as a distinctive piece of children’s literature that
combines simplicity with creativity, making it a staple in early childhood education and literature
collections. This book, authored and illustrated by Ellen Stoll Walsh, offers more than just a narrative;
it provides an interactive, visual experience that engages young readers in learning about shapes,
animals, and storytelling. This article delves into the elements that make Mouse Shapes a noteworthy
work, analyzing its thematic components, visual style, educational value, and its reception in the
realm of children’s books.



Understanding the Premise of Mouse Shapes by Ellen
Stoll Walsh

At its core, Mouse Shapes revolves around a group of mice who cleverly use various geometric shapes
to outsmart a prowling cat. This simple storyline is enriched by Walsh’s unique approach to illustration
and the integration of basic geometry. The book’s narrative is minimalistic but effective, making it
accessible to preschoolers and early readers. It encourages children to recognize and name different
shapes such as circles, squares, triangles, and rectangles, all while following a suspenseful yet
friendly plot.

Visual and Artistic Approach

One of the most striking aspects of Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh is its artistic style. The
illustrations are intentionally simplistic, using flat shapes and bold colors that appeal to young
children. The mouse characters are rendered with basic circles and ovals, emphasizing the book’s
educational purpose of identifying shapes through visual storytelling. This minimalist design avoids
clutter, ensuring that the focus remains on the shapes themselves rather than overly detailed
imagery.

The use of shapes extends beyond the characters to the environment and objects within the story.
Each page invites children to spot and name the shapes, subtly encouraging observational skills and
shape recognition. The consistency in design allows for easy identification and reinforces learning
through repetition and visual cues.

Educational Value and Cognitive Benefits

Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh is often used in educational settings due to its effectiveness in
introducing geometric concepts to young learners. The book serves as a gentle introduction to basic
shapes, which are foundational elements in early math education. By embedding shape recognition
within a narrative context, the book enhances cognitive development in several ways:

* Shape Identification: Children learn to identify and differentiate between circles, squares,
triangles, rectangles, and more, laying groundwork for geometry.

* Problem Solving: The storyline encourages kids to think about how shapes can be combined
or arranged creatively to solve problems—in this case, the mice escaping the cat.

* Spatial Awareness: Recognizing how shapes fit together cultivates an understanding of
spatial relationships, an essential skill in both math and everyday life.

e Language Development: The simple language paired with engaging visuals supports
vocabulary building and comprehension skills.



These educational benefits make Mouse Shapes a popular choice for parents, educators, and
librarians aiming to introduce abstract concepts in a tangible, playful manner.

Comparative Analysis with Other Shape Books

When compared to other children’s books focusing on shapes, such as “The Shape of Things” by
Dayle Ann Dodds or “Shapes, Shapes, Shapes” by Tana Hoban, Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh
occupies a unique niche. While many shape books focus purely on identification or abstract
representations, Mouse Shapes integrates a narrative that fosters engagement and emotional
connection.

Unlike shape books that employ photographs or realistic imagery, Walsh'’s stylized illustrations
provide a child-friendly aesthetic that balances education with entertainment. This approach favors
imaginative play and storytelling, which can be more effective in retaining a child’s interest over
repeated readings.

Moreover, the subtle element of conflict—the cat chasing the mice—adds an unusual but welcome

layer of tension, making the book more than just an educational tool but also a story with stakes,
which is relatively rare in shape-themed picture books.

Strengths and Limitations of Mouse Shapes

No book is without its strengths and limitations, and Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh is no
exception. Its strengths include:

e Clear Educational Focus: The book’s emphasis on shapes is clear and approachable, making
it an excellent resource for early learners.

e Engaging Storyline: The narrative element adds excitement and context, enhancing
comprehension and retention.

e Minimalist, Effective Artwork: The illustrations are tailored for cognitive development and
visual clarity.

On the other hand, some limitations might include:
e Limited Text: For older children or those seeking more complex narratives, the sparse text
might feel insufficient.

* Repetitive Structure: The repeated emphasis on shapes without variation could become
monotonous for some readers.

e Abstract Conceptualization: While the shapes are clearly presented, the abstract nature of



the illustrations might pose challenges for children who benefit from more realistic visuals.

Understanding these factors helps educators and parents decide how best to integrate Mouse Shapes
into their learning environments.

Impact and Reception in Early Childhood Literature

Since its publication, Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh has garnered positive reviews from educators
and literary critics alike. Its innovative use of shapes within a story framework has been praised for
making abstract concepts accessible and enjoyable. The book has been recommended by early
childhood educators for classrooms, libraries, and home reading.

The book’s appeal transcends mere educational value, as it also fosters creativity and imagination.
Children are inspired to create their own shape-based stories or art, extending the book’s influence
beyond passive reading.

Furthermore, Mouse Shapes has been recognized for its inclusivity in appeal; it does not depend on

specific cultural references, making it universally accessible and relevant in diverse settings. This
broad applicability contributes to its enduring popularity.

Integration with Educational Curriculums

Many early childhood curriculums incorporate Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh as a tool for

teaching shapes and problem-solving. Its format aligns well with common core standards related to

geometry and literacy. Teachers often use the book as a springboard for related activities, such as:
1. Shape-sorting games and crafts inspired by the book’s illustrations.

2. Storytelling exercises where children create their own shape characters and narratives.

3. Mathematical discussions about shapes, their properties, and spatial reasoning.

This versatility makes Mouse Shapes a valuable asset in both formal and informal educational
settings.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Mouse Shapes by
Ellen Stoll Walsh

Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stoll Walsh remains a compelling example of how simplicity can be leveraged
effectively in children’s literature. Through its clever use of geometric shapes, engaging narrative,



and minimalist art style, it delivers an educational experience that is both enjoyable and
developmentally appropriate. Its role in early childhood education continues to be significant,
providing a foundation for shape recognition and creative thinking. As children and educators seek
resources that combine learning with fun, Mouse Shapes stands as a timeless choice that skillfully
bridges the gap between play and pedagogy.
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mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Mouse Shapes Ellen Stoll Walsh, 2017-09-12 Three mice
make a variety of things out of different shapes as they hide from a scary cat.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Shapes Unit Lily Erlic, Kim Rankin, Mary Tucker,
2009-09-01 This packet is packed from beginning to end with creative, engaging activities designed
to teach and reinforce the building blocks of knowledge for young children. Everything contained in
this collection is developmentally appropriate and well suited to supplement any
preschool-kindergarten curriculum.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Preschool Basics (ENHANCED eBook) Lily Erlic, Kim
Rankin, Mary Tucker, 2007-09-01 Preschool Basics is packed from beginning to end with creative,
engaging activities designed to teach and reinforce the building blocks of knowledge for young
children. All of the pages, poems, patterns and other pearls contained in this rich collection are
developmentally appropriate and well suited to supplement any preschool-kindergarten curriculum.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Mouse Paint Ellen Stoll Walsh, 2009-05-21 Engaging
little mice splash about with their paints and demonstrate colors and shapes to very young children.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Year-Round Early Childhood Themes, eBook Kim Cernek,
2005-12-31 The thematic units in this valuable resource provide a variety of hands-on activities,
fingerplays, and songs, as well as family letters and many timesaving reproducibles. Children will
enjoy exploring these twelve thematic units: All About Me, Animals, Community Helpers, Dinosaurs,
Fall, Family, Five Senses, Friends, Insects, Nursery Rhymes, Shapes and Colors, and Transportation.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: The Storytime Handbook Nina Schatzkamer Miller,
2014-01-23 Fresh, fun ideas for children's storytime fill this book. The author, a long-time storytime
facilitator, has put together 52 weekly themes plus additional plans for holidays, all with detailed
instructions for talking about the theme and choosing the books, crafts, songs, poems, games and
snacks. Each storytime idea is illustrated with photographs of a suggested craft and snack for easy
reference. Libraries, bookstores, preschools and parents alike can use this book to offer themed
storytimes that include discussion, literature, art, music, movement and food. Options are provided
for each storytime, so the ideas can be used year after year.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Mrs. E's Extraordinary Colors and Shapes Activities
Kathy Etringer, 2007-09-01 Use favorite read-alouds to kick off hands-on activities that teach basic
colors and shapes. Each developmentally appropriate lesson includes clear, easy-to-follow
instructions for reading about, talking about and creating artwork that is all about these
fundamentals of early childhood learning. Bonus section features simple scissor skills activities.
Award certificates included too!

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Early Childhood Themes: Shapes Kit , 2010-09-10 Young
children love to explore shapes! Spark their curious minds with beginning geometry concepts. These
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kits are designed specifically for early childhood students' unique needs, abilities, and interests.
Each kit provides a complete curriculum around a theme, crossing all early childhood content areas,
including math, phonemic awareness, music, and more. Original nonfiction and fiction readers, both
wordless and with text, are provided in both standard sizes and one copy each at lap book size.
Corresponding concept vocabulary cards are provided in full color and the accompanying CDs
provide music and interactive whiteboard activities. This kit includes: Books - 3 titles, 6 copies each,
16 pages per book (7 x 9) in print and digital forms; Lap Books - 3 titles, 1 copy each (9.5 x 12);
Teacher's Guide; Vocabulary Concept Cards; and digital resources including songs, recorded text,
videos, interactive whiteboard activities, and reproducibles.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: A to Zoo Rebecca L. Thomas, 2018-06-21 Whether used
for thematic story times, program and curriculum planning, readers' advisory, or collection
development, this updated edition of the well-known companion makes finding the right picture
books for your library a breeze. Generations of savvy librarians and educators have relied on this
detailed subject guide to children's picture books for all aspects of children's services, and this new
edition does not disappoint. Covering more than 18,000 books published through 2017, it empowers
users to identify current and classic titles on topics ranging from apples to zebras. Organized simply,
with a subject guide that categorizes subjects by theme and topic and subject headings arranged
alphabetically, this reference applies more than 1,200 intuitive (as opposed to formal catalog)
subject terms to children's picture books, making it both a comprehensive and user-friendly resource
that is accessible to parents and teachers as well as librarians. It can be used to identify titles to fill
in gaps in library collections, to find books on particular topics for young readers, to help teachers
locate titles to support lessons, or to design thematic programs and story times. Title and illustrator
indexes, in addition to a bibliographic guide arranged alphabetically by author name, further extend
access to titles.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: How to Have So Much Fun the Kids Don't Know They
Are Learning Stefenee Hymas, 2016-11-21 This How To guide provides everything you need to start
a preschool: lesson plans, science plans, craft ideas and scripts for spring programs.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Visual-Spatial Thinking for Advanced Learners,
Grades 3-5 Emily Hollett, Anna Cassalia, 2022-07-29 Visual-Spatial Thinking for Advanced
Learners, Grades 3-5 will teach students how to perceive and represent visual information, and to
mentally manipulate objects within space. Visual-spatial thinking is a skill which helps students
develop depth, complexity, and abstraction in thinking and inquiry. Working through the lessons and
handouts in this book, students will develop spatial language, learn to visualize and mentally
manipulate visual information, look at objects from varying perspectives, explore dimension, and
seek structure in organizing visual information. This curriculum provides cohesive, focused,
scaffolded lessons to teach each targeted area of competency followed by authentic application
activities for students to then apply their newly developed skill set. This book can be used as a
stand-alone gifted curriculum or as part of an integrated curriculum. Each lesson ties in both
reading and metacognitive skills, making it easy for teachers to incorporate into a variety of
contexts.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Teaching STEM in the Preschool Classroom Alissa A.
Lange, Kimberly Brenneman, Hagit Mano, 2019-04-26 Drawing from a professional development
model that was developed with funding from the National Science Foundation, this book is an
essential resource for anyone who wants to support preschool children to be STEM thinkers and
doers. The text features research-based resources, examples of field-tested activities, and highlights
from the classroom.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Teaching Young Children Mathematics Janice
Minetola, Robert Ziegenfuss, J. Kent Chrisman, 2013-09-11 Teaching Young Children Mathematics
provides a comprehensive overview of mathematics instruction in the early childhood classroom.
Taking into account family differences, language barriers, and the presence of special needs
students in many classrooms throughout the U.S., this textbook situates best practices for



mathematics instruction within the larger frameworks of federal and state standards as well as
contemporary understandings of child development. Key topics covered include: developmental
information of conceptual understanding in mathematics from birth through 3rd grade, use of
national and state standards in math, including the new Common Core State Standards, information
for adapting ideas to meet special needs and English Language Learners, literacy connections in
each chapter, ‘real-world’ connections to the content, and information for family connections to the
content.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Storytimes for Children Stephanie G. Bauman,
2010-11-10 This text presents a compilation of the best of ideas from a group of library science
graduate students, providing creative and engaging programs geared especially for children ages
0-12. What are the concepts, activities, and topics that will hold the attention of today's children?
And what are the best ways to provide a valuable learning experience while they're having fun and
being entertained? Many of the most original, creative, and wildly effective ideas in storytime are
contained in Storytimes for Children, a collection of fresh and vibrant programs created to be
relevant, interesting, and fun for today's youngest generations. This collection of themed storytimes
includes suggestions for opening and closing sessions; crafts and activities; songs, poems,
fingerplays, and movements; as well as the accompany literature. Several of the included storytimes
comprise a series of programs, allowing for related activities that build upon each other. The text is
organized into six chapters, each prefaced by an introduction that clarifies the strengths of the
programs within. Each chapter covers a highly targeted age range to give practitioners the ability to
easily choose the most appropriate storytimes for any given audience.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Finding Shapes with Sebastian Pig and Friends At the
Museum Jill Anderson, 2009-01-01 Sebastian Pig and his friends go to the museum to get ideas for
decorating Sebastian's new room. Readers follow along and see if they can find all of the shapes
hidden in the art. From circles and triangles to boxes and columns, learning about shapes has never
been more fun with this math book and the delightful character, Sebastian Pig.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: The in STEAM Jerilou Moore, Kerry Holmes, 2021-11-15
Discover new and exciting ways to teach STEM content through the arts in your early childhood
program with this innovative and comprehensive guidebook. Chapters feature playful activities
divided by age band that bridge early academic learning and social, emotional, physical, and mental
development with active engagement in the arts. Structured activities include a materials list, safety
concerns, key takeaways, and related readings, as well as explicit connections to research and
national standards. With clear and concise lesson plans that walk you through activities in music,
dance, media arts, visual arts, and theater, it becomes easy to bring development and learning
through movement and creativity to your classroom or program.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Look for Them: Where Are the Shapes? (Level A)
Donna Loughran, 2013-01-01 Look around you. What shapes do you see? Can you find circles,
triangles, and squares? How about cones, cubes, and spheres? In this book you will join Mrs. Fox’s
class as they learn about shapes, sizes, and colors on a local playground. After your adventure,
follow the class back to school to create beautiful art projects using the shapes you found! Concepts
include flat and three-dimensional shapes, and an interactive art connection. Have fun searching for
shapes everywhere!

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Improving Maths Pedagogy and Practice (IMPP)
Scale Denise Kingston, Iram Siraj, Judy Barrett, 2025-10-28 The Improving Maths Pedagogy and
Practice (IMPP) scale is an innovative way of assessing and improving the quality and effectiveness
of mathematics teaching in the first few years of primary or elementary schooling. It is informed by
the evidence base of practice shown to improve children’s outcomes and extensive professional
development delivered by the authors. The IMPP supports both the ‘how’ and ‘what’ of teaching
mathematics to young children, encourages positive dispositions towards maths, and addresses
issues such as maths anxiety and disengagement. It focuses on teaching developmentally
appropriate maths with understanding, using ‘maths talk’, child-friendly contexts, concrete, pictorial




and abstract representations to their best effect. This unique measurement scale supports: the
teaching of early mathematics in primary/elementary schools, using the evidence base of what works
best to support fluency and mastery teachers’ content and pedagogical content knowledge of
mathematics, including comprehensive sets of practical examples quality improvement processes
and self-assessment of the mathematics taught in classrooms children learning mathematics with
understanding, which also supports their engagement, enjoyment and achievements researchers,
auditors and/or inspectors looking for a measure of mathematical quality and effectiveness in the
classroom The IMPP will help teachers and school leadership successfully develop their children’s
mathematical understanding, reasoning and problem solving. Educators can use the scale for
self-evaluation of their own practice, so they can build on what they already do well and improve
where required. Leadership teams and mentors can use it to audit quality, support positive
discussions and set effective development targets. The scale is particularly useful when supporting
children living with disadvantage, and those with additional learning needs and maths anxiety.

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Children's Books in Print, 2007 , 2006

mouse shapes by ellen stoll walsh: Learning to Write and Loving It!
Preschool[JKindergarten Miriam P. Trehearne, 2011-08-17 Learning to Write and Loving It! equips
teachers of young children with practical strategies, assessment tools, and motivating writing
activities that are based on current research and proven practice and are easily applicable to all
kinds of learning environments. Included are many authentic writing samples and photos to
illustrate effective, developmentally appropriate instructional methods, mini-lessons, and activities.
Sought-after author and speaker Miriam P. Trehearne demonstrates how to scaffold play and
literacy learning and how to easily link assessment to instruction. Key features: differentiate using
effective instructional approaches for teaching writing and supporting inquiry and play; assess and
document student writing seamlessly throughout the day; motivate and engage children in writing
fiction (narrative), nonfiction, poetry, and song; enjoy learning with a powerful collection of
vignettes from real classrooms, and use teacher-friendly guidelines for effectively integrating
technology and selecting software for young children. A companion CD offers modifiable
reproducibles, observation checklists, assessments, and projects for parents to do with their young
children. Learn how to successfully scaffold writing, and, in the process, foster cross-curricular skills
in science, social studies, and math. Research shows that writing provides a strong foundation for
literacy development. Further, writing helps children express themselves, clarify their thinking,
communicate ideas, and integrate new information into their knowledge base.--Publisher.
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