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And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda Eric Bogle: A Timeless Anti-War Ballad

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle is more than just a phrase—it signifies one of the most
poignant and haunting anti-war songs ever written. Eric Bogle, a Scottish-born Australian folk singer-
songwriter, crafted this powerful ballad in 1971, capturing the tragic realities faced by soldiers during
World War I. The song has since become a staple in folk music circles and a moving tribute to the

sacrifices made by those caught in the horrors of war.

The Origin of "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" by Eric

Bogle

To truly appreciate the depth of "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda," it’s useful to explore its
origins. Eric Bogle wrote the song after being inspired by the stories of Australian soldiers who fought
at the Battle of Gallipoli in 1915. The battle was a significant and devastating campaign during World

War |, with many young men losing their lives or returning home permanently injured.

Eric Bogle’s Background and Inspiration

Born in Scotland in 1944, Eric Bogle emigrated to Australia as a young man, where he developed a
keen interest in folk music and storytelling. His empathy for the ANZAC soldiers and his respect for
their courage led him to pen this heartfelt song. Bogle’s ability to combine evocative lyrics with a

memorable melody helped "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" resonate deeply with audiences

worldwide.



The Cultural Context of the Song

The phrase "waltzing Matilda" is an Australian colloquialism for traveling on foot with one’s belongings,
and it also references the famous Australian bush ballad "Waltzing Matilda." Bogle’s song weaves this
cultural motif into a narrative about loss, hope, and the futility of war—a theme that struck a chord with

Australians and listeners across the globe.

Analyzing the Lyrics: What Makes the Song So Moving?

One of the reasons "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" remains a classic is its vivid storytelling
and emotional weight. The song is told from the perspective of a young Australian soldier who enlists

with enthusiasm, only to suffer grievous injuries on the battlefield.

The Narrative Arc

The lyrics follow the soldier’s journey from the initial excitement of joining the war to the grim realities
of combat. The refrain about the band playing "Waltzing Matilda" serves as a poignant reminder of the

contrast between the celebratory atmosphere at the start and the devastating consequences of war.

Imagery and Symbolism

Bogle cleverly uses imagery to evoke the landscape of Gallipoli and the soldier’s physical and
emotional pain. The repeated references to the "band playing Waltzing Matilda" symbolize both the
innocence lost and the enduring spirit of the soldiers. The song’s symbolic layers invite listeners to

reflect on the costs of war beyond mere statistics.



The Impact and Legacy of And the Band Played Waltzing

Matilda Eric Bogle

Since its release, "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" has become one of the most significant

anti-war songs in modern history. Its influence extends far beyond folk music circles.

Global Recognition and Covers

The song has been covered by numerous artists around the world, including Joan Baez, The Pogues,
and Dropkick Murphys. Each rendition brings a unique interpretation, but all maintain the song’s core
message of remembrance and sorrow. The global recognition of the song highlights its universal

themes and enduring relevance.

The Song’s Role in Remembrance and Veterans’ Culture

In Australia and New Zealand, the song is often played during Anzac Day commemorations, a day
dedicated to honoring those who served in military conflicts. It serves as a solemn reminder of the

sacrifices made by veterans and helps educate younger generations about the realities of war.

Why "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" Still Matters

Today

In an era where the toll of war can sometimes be abstract or distant, Eric Bogle’s song continues to

bridge the gap between history and human experience.



A Timeless Message Against War

The anti-war message in Bogle’s lyrics resonates across generations. It challenges listeners to think
critically about the true price of conflict and the impact on individuals and families. This is especially

relevant today, as global tensions persist and new conflicts arise.

The Power of Storytelling Through Music

The song exemplifies how music can tell stories that statistics and history books cannot fully capture.
By personalizing the war experience, Bogle invites empathy and reflection, making the past accessible

and emotionally real.

Exploring the Musical Style and Composition

Musically, "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" is a slow, melancholic ballad, typically performed

with acoustic guitar and minimal instrumentation. This simplicity allows the lyrics to take center stage.

Melody and Arrangement

The melody is haunting and memorable, crafted to evoke a sense of nostalgia and sorrow. Performers
often emphasize vocal expression to convey the depth of the song’s emotions. The slow tempo mirrors

the somber themes, giving listeners space to absorb the narrative.

Incorporating Australian Folk Elements



Bogle’s incorporation of "Waltzing Matilda," a quintessential Australian folk tune, grounds the song in
its cultural context. This blending of traditional and original elements creates a powerful connection to

Australian heritage.

Tips for Performing and Interpreting the Song

If you’re a musician or singer interested in performing "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda," here

are some insights to keep in mind:

Focus on the narrative: The song is storytelling at its core, so clear enunciation and emotional

delivery are crucial.

Maintain a respectful tone: Given the song’s subject matter, it’s important to approach the

performance with sensitivity and reverence.

¢ Use minimal instrumentation: A simple acoustic arrangement often works best to highlight the

lyrics.

Connect with the audience: Share the background or meaning before performing to enhance

engagement and understanding.

Where to Listen and Learn More

For those interested in exploring "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" further, many recordings and
analyses are available online. Streaming platforms host versions by Eric Bogle himself and a variety of

cover artists. Additionally, numerous documentaries and articles delve into the history of the song and



its significance.

Whether you are a history buff, folk music enthusiast, or someone seeking meaningful songs that

reflect human experience, this ballad offers profound insights and emotional depth.

The story of "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda Eric Bogle" is a testament to the power of music
to honor history, evoke empathy, and inspire reflection. It stands as a lasting tribute to those who

endured the unimaginable and a reminder of the enduring hope for peace.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind 'And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda'
by Eric Bogle?

The song reflects on the horrors of war and the personal suffering of soldiers, specifically focusing on

the Gallipoli campaign during World War | and its lasting impact on the narrator.

Who is Eric Bogle and why is he significant in relation to 'And the

Band Played Waltzing Matilda'?

Eric Bogle is a Scottish-born Australian folk musician and songwriter, known for his poignant anti-war
songs. He wrote 'And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda' in 1971, which has become a powerful

anthem about the futility of war.

What historical event does 'And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda'
primarily depict?

The song primarily depicts the Gallipoli campaign of World War |, highlighting the experiences of

Australian soldiers and the tragic consequences of the battle.



How has 'And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda' influenced popular
culture and anti-war sentiment?

The song has become an iconic anti-war anthem, covered by numerous artists worldwide, often used

to raise awareness about the human cost of war and to honor veterans' sacrifices.

Why is 'Waltzing Matilda' significant in the song 'And the Band Played

Waltzing Matilda'?

'Waltzing Matilda' is a well-known Australian folk song, symbolizing the country and its culture. In Eric
Bogle's song, it serves as a metaphor for the soldiers' journey and the loss of innocence through the

experience of war.

Additional Resources

**And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda Eric Bogle: A Haunting Anti-War Ballad That Transcends

Time**

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle is more than just a song; it is a poignant narrative that
encapsulates the horrors of war through the eyes of a soldier. Written by Scottish-born Australian folk
musician Eric Bogle in 1971, this ballad has become one of the most impactful anti-war anthems in
modern music history. Its evocative storytelling, haunting melody, and deep emotional resonance have
cemented it as a timeless piece that continues to touch listeners worldwide, reflecting on the futility

and tragedy of conflict.

The Genesis of "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda"

Eric Bogle composed "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" as a reflection on the Gallipoli campaign

during World War |, an event deeply ingrained in Australian and New Zealand collective memory.



Gallipoli is often considered a defining moment in the national consciousness of both countries,
symbolizing bravery, sacrifice, and the devastating cost of war. Bogle’s song narrates the story of a
young Australian soldier who joins the ANZAC troops, only to be grievously injured on the battlefield,

losing his legs and witnessing the disillusionment that war brings.

Bogle’s choice to reference "Waltzing Matilda," an iconic Australian folk song, in the title and chorus,
serves as a cultural anchor. The phrase “waltzing Matilda” itself is Australian slang for travelling on
foot with one’s belongings, and the song weaves this imagery with the grim realities of war, creating a

stark juxtaposition that amplifies the emotional impact.

Eric Bogle: The Artist Behind the Song

Eric Bogle is renowned for his profound folk compositions that often explore themes of war, loss, and
humanity. Born in Scotland and later settling in Australia, Bogle’s unique perspective bridges the
cultural histories of both countries. His works, including "No Man's Land," also known as "The Green

Fields of France," similarly critique the futility of war, making him a pivotal figure in anti-war music.

Unlike glorified war songs or patriotic marches, Bogle’s approach is deeply personal and reflective. He
does not romanticize battle or heroism; instead, he focuses on the individual’s suffering and the
collective grief that follows. This approach has garnered respect from audiences, veterans, and critics

alike, affirming his role as a thoughtful commentator on war’s human cost.

In-depth Analysis of the Song’s Themes and Impact

At its core, "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" serves as a narrative device to convey the
disillusionment and physical devastation experienced by soldiers. The song’s first-person perspective
invites listeners into the intimate thoughts of a young recruit, whose initial enthusiasm for war is

shattered by the brutal realities he faces.



The lyrics progress chronologically, from the anticipation of battle to the chaos of the frontline and
finally to the aftermath—where the protagonist struggles with his injuries and the loss of comrades. This
structure allows the song to communicate a comprehensive anti-war message that is both specific in

its historical context and universal in its emotional reach.

Historical Context and Accuracy

One of the song’s strengths is its grounding in historical events. The Gallipoli campaign, launched in
1915, was a disastrous military endeavor that resulted in heavy casualties for the ANZAC forces and
Ottoman defenders. Bogle’s portrayal of the soldier’s experience aligns with documented accounts of
the campaign’s hardships, including trench warfare, poor conditions, and the psychological toll on

troops.

The song also subtly critiques the glorification of war, challenging the myths of honor and glory often
associated with military service. By presenting the soldier’s physical maiming and emotional trauma,

Bogle emphasizes the long-lasting consequences that extend beyond the battlefield.

Musical Composition and Style

Musically, "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" is characterized by its folk ballad style, which is
both accessible and emotive. The melody is simple yet haunting, allowing the lyrics to take center
stage. Bogle’s use of a steady, waltz-like rhythm mirrors the titular "Waltzing Matilda," reinforcing the

connection to Australian culture while contrasting with the grave subject matter.

The song’s arrangement often features acoustic guitar and minimal instrumentation, creating an
intimate atmosphere that draws listeners into the narrative. This sparse musical approach enhances

the storytelling by preventing distraction from the song’s powerful message.



The Legacy and Cultural Significance

Since its release, "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" has been covered by numerous artists
worldwide, including Joan Baez, The Dropkick Murphys, and John Schumann of Redgum. Each
interpretation brings unique nuances, but the song’s core anti-war message remains intact. Its
enduring popularity underscores its ability to resonate across generations and geographical

boundaries.

The Song's Role in Anti-War Movements

Throughout decades marked by conflict—from the Vietham War to the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan—Bogle’s ballad has been embraced by anti-war activists as a powerful tool for advocacy.
The song’s evocative storytelling humanizes the abstract statistics of war casualties, making its

political statements all the more compelling.

Educational institutions and commemorative events, such as ANZAC Day ceremonies, often include
the song as a means to reflect on the sacrifices made by soldiers and to promote peace. This
demonstrates how Bogle’s work transcends mere artistic expression, becoming an integral part of

historical remembrance and social consciousness.

Criticism and Controversies

While widely praised, "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" has not been without criticism. Some
historians and veterans argue that its portrayal of Gallipoli and war, in general, is overly pessimistic or
disregards the courage and camaraderie experienced by soldiers. Additionally, some view the song as

undermining traditional narratives of national pride.

However, these critiques highlight the complex relationship societies have with their war histories. The



song’s challenging perspective invites necessary dialogue about how war is remembered and

commemorated.

Comparison with Other War Songs

When positioned alongside other iconic war songs, such as Bob Dylan’s "Masters of War" or John
McCutcheon’s "Christmas in the Trenches," Bogle’s "And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda" stands
out for its narrative depth and historical specificity. Unlike songs that focus on protest slogans or
abstract condemnation, Bogle’s work offers a detailed personal story, making the emotional impact

more immediate.

Furthermore, the song’s blending of cultural symbolism (through "Waltzing Matilda") with a somber

reflection on war distinguishes it as uniquely Australian yet universally relatable.

Pros and Cons of the Song’s Approach

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Deeply personal and emotionally engaging narrative

[¢]

Historical grounding adds authenticity

[¢]

Simple musical arrangement enhances lyrical focus

o

Has become a staple in anti-war and remembrance contexts



e Cons:
o Some perceive it as overly bleak or disheartening
o Potentially alienates audiences seeking patriotic or heroic portrayals

o May be misunderstood without historical context

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Eric Bogle’s Anthem

"And the band played waltzing matilda Eric Bogle" is a masterful fusion of storytelling, historical
reflection, and musical simplicity that has solidified its place as an essential anti-war ballad. Its ability
to evoke empathy and provoke thought about the devastating costs of war ensures its relevance
remains strong in contemporary discourse. The song’s legacy continues to grow as new generations
discover its haunting message, reminding us that behind every historical event lies the personal human

tragedy that must never be forgotten.

And The Band Played Waltzing Matilda Eric Bogle
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with haunting power. Now Bruce Whatley's evocative illustrations bring a heart-rending sense of
reality to the tale. A timely story for every generation to share.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Eric Bogle, Music and the Great War
Michael J. K. Walsh, 2018-01-02 Eric Bogle has written many iconic songs that deal with the futility
and waste of war. Two of these in particular, ‘And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda’ and ‘No Man’s
Land (a.k.a. The Green Fields of France)’, have been recorded numerous times in a dozen or more
languages indicating the universality and power of their simple message. Bogle’s other compositions
about the First World War give a voice to the voiceless, prominence to the forgotten and personality
to the anonymous as they interrogate the human experience, celebrate its spirit and empathise with
its suffering. This book examines Eric Bogle’s songs about the Great War within the geographies and
socio-cultural contexts in which they were written and consumed. From Anzac Day in Australia and
Turkey to the ‘The Troubles’ in Northern Ireland and from small Aboriginal communities in the
Coorong to the influence of prime ministers and rock stars on a world stage, we are urged to
contemplate the nature and importance of popular culture in shaping contemporary notions of
history and national identity. It is entirely appropriate that we do so through the words of an artist
who Melody Maker described as ‘the most important songwriter of our time’.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Once a Jolly Swagman Matthew
Richardson, 2006-01-01 'Banjo' Paterson's ‘Waltzing Matilda' is the one song that has been bringing
people together spontaneously since 1895, and the one song that belongs to all
Australians.Generations of experts have argued about the original story that Paterson immortalised,
about the origins of the tune, and about what Paterson meant by his almost parodic over-use of
Australian colloquialisms.Once a Jolly Swagman takes readers off the score sheet into the story of
the song, and tells of its evolution up until the twenty-first century. It tries to answer the riddles
within the song, and unpick its inherent contradictions: where's the heroism in a suicidal thief? What
was jolly about the jumbuck? Is 'Waltzing Matilda' the key to Australian values? What does it mean
that a beloved song about Australia's pioneering past is written by a city lawyer?In this age of
economic rationalism and a globalised world, how does a voice from the billabong saying, 'You'll
come a waltzing matilda with me' still matter, and what does it tell us about ourselves?

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Kiss My Arse: The Story of the Pogues
Carol Clerk, 2009-11-04 The story of The Pogues has been as riotous as their most rabble-rousing
songs. From the streets of 80s London the Celtic Punks unleashed their hellraising 20-year career
and in the process became legends; mythic troubadours whose popularity endures. This Omnibus
Enhanced edition of Kiss My Arse has been revamped with an interactive digital timeline which
paints the journey of The Pogues with videos and images of live performances, interviews,
memorabilia and more. Also included is an integrated Spotify playlist containing the band’s greatest
performances. To tell their story author Carol Clerk has interviewed Shane MacGowan, Spider
Stacy, Jem Finer, Andrew Ranken, James Fearnley, Cait O'Riordan, and a clutch of associates,
friends and fans. All paint a picture of a fiercely loyal group of musicians, their arguments and
drunken spats, their love affairs, the drugs, the hirings and the firings, the marriages and deaths...
but, above all, the music. This is their story, bared for all.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: The Collector's Book of Sheet Music
Covers Robyn Holmes, Ruth Lee Martin, 2001 During the past 150 years, sheet music has played an
important role in the homes of many Australians, as a source of entertainment and self-expression.
This publication reveals old favourites and rare treasures in the National Librarys sheet music
collection and explores how Australias favourite songs and music reflect our sense of ourselves as a
nation.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: The Kindred Path Steve Hazell,
2014-04-27 Brought together by a shared love of music, reunited through political action, Bob
Weitzel and Steve Hazell were in and out of each others lives until Weitzel's final challenge, his solo
kayak journey on Lake Superior. The kindred path is--the story of a remarkable 22-year friendship;
the Green Apple Folk Music Society; reflections on 17 years of performing folk music; a participant's




view of the 2011 rallies at the Wisconsin State Capitol; Weitzel's ill-fated quest on Lake Superior,
based on the journal he kept during the voyage; the author's odyssey of discovery to find closure
with the death of a friend. Above all else, The kindred path is a tribute to Bob Weitzel, an
accomplished man who had a habit of changing lives.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Trauma, Art and Memory in the
Postcolony David Corbet, 2024-12-18 This wide-ranging book provides a scholarly account of recent
and contemporary memorial and counter-memorial practices occurring in the visual arts, across
diverse postcolonial topologies and imaginaries. The emphasis is on commemorative creative
practices and responses to traumatic events of recent times, within and beyond the Museum. This
major survey encompasses discourses on perception, affect and trauma in the visual arts;
commissioned civic art and memorial architecture; activist and socially-engaged art projects;
creative praxis; and expressions of minority and First Nations cultural resilience. The book offers
insights into contemporary exhibitionary practices; decolonial methodologies; and spatial politics,
with a significant focus on art’s ability to reveal and reactivate silenced histories, sites and
‘non-places’. It will be of great interest to students, researchers and subject experts alike, across the
fields of visual arts, architecture and urban planning; cultural and memory studies; and trauma and
affect studies; contextualising the work of artists and curators within some of the most urgent
socio-political, environmental and philosophical debates of the twenty-first century.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Poetry Reloaded A Practical Guide for
Senior Students Blair Mahoney, 2009-08-13 Introduces students to poetry in the context of
understanding basic poetic forms, devices and techniques. As students encounter and respond to
poems in a variety of ways, students will develop essential vocabulary, literacy and language skills.
Poetry Reloaded uses an engaging writing style to draw students into the world of poetry. By
demonstrating how poetry is relevant to many of the things that interest students today. * Annotated
poems and biographies bring poetry to life « Stunning, full colour illustrations and other visually
engaging material focus on visual literacy ¢ Focus questions encourage students to explore the
possible meanings of each poem ¢ Engaging activities cater for a range of abilities, learning styles
and interests * A comprehensive glossary of poetic forms, terms, techniques help students
remember key concepts ¢ Reading lists extend the experience of poetry in areas of particular
interest * Companion website

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Revolution Rock Amy Britton, 2011-11-17
The ages of Thatcherism and New Labour are two of the most significant of the twentieth century,
and more alike than they would care to admit. Out of these years of political turmoil have come
many brilliant, often politically dissenting, British albums which have captured the landscape of the
time. This is the story of those albums.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Abusive Endings Walter S. DeKeseredy,
Molly Dragiewicz, Martin D. Schwartz, 2017-05-16 Abusive Endings offers a thorough analysis of the
social-science literature on one of the most significant threats to the health and well-being of women
today—abuse at the hands of their male partners. The authors provide a moving description of why
and how men abuse women in myriad ways during and after a separation or divorce. The material is
punctuated with the stories and voices of both perpetrators and survivors of abuse, as told to the
authors over many years of fieldwork. Written in a highly readable fashion, this book will be a useful
resource for researchers, practitioners, activists, and policy makers.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Fuzz to Folk Ian Green, 2011 The
autobiography of lan Green, the policeman who founded the successful independent Scottish record
label Greentrax Recordings. 2011 marks the 25th anniversary of Scotland's leading folk record label
Greentrax Recordings, an important milestone in the varied and colourful life of founder Ian Green.
Green has played a significant role in the resurgence and vitality of traditional and folk music in
Scotland. His inspirational autobiography includes details of his involvement in the careers of Brian
McNeill, Dick Gaughan, the McCalmans, Eric Bogle and many others. With Green's unique insight,
Fuzz to Folk is an authority on the Scottish folk scene, and a fascinating glimpse into the life of a



policeman on the street.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Von Paraguay bis Punk Claudia Glunz,
Thomas F. Schneider, 2011 English summary: Media, war and the experiences of combatants stand
in ambivalent, partly contradictory relation to each other, which has been reflected and analysed in
many ways by the various academic disciplines. Be it the experiences of Swiss mercenaries in the
Triple Alliance War in Paraguay, the role of an officer of the Wehrmacht in the deportation of Greek
Jews from Rhodes, the re-interpretation of Maya the Bee as a Nazi cartoon or trauma processing in
folk and punk music - the contributions of the present volume take diverse approaches to the tense
relationship between war, war experience and its representation in the media. The volume is
completed with reviews and brief descriptions of relevant new publications and a bibliography of
literary, linguistic, historical, film and art studies published in 2007. German description: Medien,
Krieg und die Erfahrungen der Kriegsteilnehmer stehen in einem ambivalenten, zum Teil
widerspruchlichen Verhaltnis zueinander, das von den diversen Wissenschaftsdisziplinen vielfaltig
gespiegelt und analysiert wird. Ob es um die Erfahrungen Schweizer Soldner im Triple-Allianz-Krieg
in Paraguay geht, um die Rolle eines Wehrmachtoffiziers bei der Deportation griechischer Juden von
Rhodos, die Umdeutung der Biene Maja als NS-Zeichentrickfilm oder die Verarbeitung von
Kriegstraumata in Folk- und Punk-Musik - die Beitrage des vorliegenden Bandes nahern sich unter
vielfaltigen Fragestellungen dem Spannungsverhaltnis von Krieg, Kriegserfahrung und ihrer
Reprasentation in den Medien. Erganzt werden die Beitrage durch Rezensionen und
Kurzinformationen zu einschlagigen Neuerscheinungen sowie eine Bibliographie 2007 erschienener
literatur-, sprach-, geschichts-, film- und kunstwissenschaftlicher Studien.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Popular Culture and Its Relationship to
Conflict in the UK and Australia since the Great War Andrekos Varnava, Michael J.K. Walsh,
2022-12-26 This book shows how cultural production derived from, or in anticipation of, conflict can
be used to create specific social identities, national histories, and contemporary concepts of memory
in Britain and Australia. Studies on the politics of cultural production have usually focussed on one
conflict, or on one particular cultural medium, at a time. This volume, however, presents a broader
horizon to draw attention to more popular forms of cultural production from the Great War up to and
including its Centenary. The chapters in this volume interrogate the contentious philosophical notion
that culture thrives in times of war, and expires in peace, and asks whether ‘art’, as a form of social
barometer, can anticipate conflict rather than merely respond to it. This is a fascinating read for
students, researchers, and academics interested in British and Australian History and its
relationship with Popular Culture. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special
issue of Contemporary British History.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Waging Peace Anne Deveson, 2013 One
of Australia's most highly regarded media people looks back on her life through the prism of an
intellectual journey and personal memoir.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Lest Mark Dapin, 2024-07-03 From
Simpson’s donkey and the Emu War to Vietnam and Ben Roberts-Smith, Australian military history is
full of events that didn’t happen the way most people think they did. In his inimitable style,
award-winning author Mark Dapin sets the record straight. Australia has many stories and statues
‘lest we forget’ our military past. But from Simpson’s donkey to Ben Roberts-Smith, our history is
full of events that didn’t happen the way most people think they did. The first Anzac Day, for
example, was far from being a solemn march - it was a celebration where people dressed as
cavemen and dinosaurs, among other things. And is it true that British officers callously dispatched
Australian soldiers to their deaths in the Dardanelles, as we've been told? Did we really hate the
soldiers returning from Vietnam? Were the white-feather women of the First World War fact or
fiction? In his inimitable style, award-winning author and historian Mark Dapin sets the record
straight, showing that the reality was often completely different from the myth - and that in
celebrating the wrong people we often overlook the real heroes. ‘With Lest, Mark Dapin transforms
his trademark humour into serious history ... It forces us to look again at stories we think we all




know - or should know - and reframe them with intellectual rectitude and rigour ... Lest offers new
perspectives on the past from one of Australia’s most interesting and provocative thinkers.” Clare
Wright

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Twentieth-Century War and Conflict
Gordon Martel, 2014-07-28 TWENTIETH-CENTURY WAR AND CONFLICT “With rich entries that
highlight the political context, strategic significance, and tactical detail of each conflict, this
encyclopedia is an essential reference for students of military history and strategic studies.” Theo
Farrell, King’s College London Drawn from the award-winning five-volume Encyclopedia ofWar
(Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2013), the single-volume Twentieth-Century War and Conflict
provides an essential guide to the conflicts and concepts that shaped warfare in the
twentieth-century and up to the present day. This concise reference contains a range of entries from
1,000 to 6,000 words long, each written by a leading international scholar. This concise
encyclopedia provides full coverage of global conflicts and themes in twentieth-century war. World
Wars I and II are covered by 10 separate entries. Lesser conflicts are also incorporated in this
volume, including the Russo-Japanese War, the Greco-Turkish War, the Falklands War, the Soviet
War in Afghanistan, the Gulf Wars, and more. Issues such as chemical warfare, ethnic cleansing,
psychological warfare, and women and war also receive substantial treatment, making this an
invaluable resource for students and general readers alike.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Perspectives on Death and Dying June
L. Leishman, 2009 In the past, most people encountered death at a relatively young age. Dying
relatives were cared for at home, and mortality rates were higher. Today, there is much less
familiarity with death, which increasingly takes place in hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. This
wide-ranging and enlightening book offers an exploration of death and dying as human conditions
that impact on the individual, their significant others and those involved with their care and
well-being. It is aimed at medical and healthcare staff, social workers and counsellors, as well as
social sciences and health psychology students, professional health and social care educationalists,
and anyone with an interest in this topic. Drawing on aspects of social anthropology, history, and the
social and behavioural sciences, the book examines the customs, attitudes and beliefs surrounding
death and dying. Emphasis is placed on the unique experience of death for each individual, and the
book highlights the challenges faced by those who work with people who are dying or those who
have experienced loss through death. In addition, each chapter ends with some reflective questions
that allow the reader to consider certain issues at a more personal level.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Blessed Peacemakers Kerry Walters,
Robin Jarrell, 2013-02-12 All of us yearn for a peaceable and just world, but some roll up their
sleeves and set to work to make the dream real. Blessed Peacemakers celebrates 365 of them, one
for each day of the year. Their stories are richly diverse. They share a commitment to peace and
justice, but the various contexts in which they work make each of their stories uniquely instructive.
The peacemakers include women, men, and children from across the globe, spanning some
twenty-five hundred years. Many are persons of faith, but some are totally secular. Some are well
known, while others will be excitingly new. They are human rights and antiwar activists, scientists
and artists, educators and scholars, songwriters and poets, film directors and authors, diplomats and
economists, environmentalists and mystics, prophets and policymakers. Some are unlettered, but all
are wise. A few died in the service of the dream. All sacrificed for it. The world is a better place for
the presence of blessed peacemakers. Their inspiring stories embolden readers to join them in
nonviolent resistance to injustice and the creative pursuit of peace.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: Shane MacGowan: London Irish Punk
Life and Music Joe Merrick, 2012-06-26 As lead singer of The Pogues and as a solo artist, Shane
MacGowan is a defining figure of modern Irish music. Among the greatest songwriters of his
generation, he has infused traditional Irish folk with the spirit of punk and a bleary-eyed
romanticism to create a compelling and unique musical brew. Joe Merrick's biography is an
incredible story, sometimes sad, sometimes wonderful, and often soaked in a mixture of alcohol and



genius.

and the band played waltzing matilda eric bogle: National Myth and the First World War in
Modern Popular Music Peter Grant, 2016-12-09 This book looks at the role of popular music in
constructing the myth of the First World War. Since the late 1950s over 1,500 popular songs from
more than forty countries have been recorded that draw inspiration from the War. National Myth
and the First World War in Modern Popular Music takes an inter-disciplinary approach that locates
popular music within the framework of ‘memory studies’ and analyses how songwriters are
influenced by their country’s ‘national myths’. How does popular music help form memory and
remembrance of such an event? Why do some songwriters stick rigidly to culturally dominant forms
of memory whereas others seek an oppositional or transnational perspective? The huge range of
musical examples include the great chansonniers Jacques Brel and Georges Brassens; folk maestros
including Al Stewart and Eric Bogle; the socially aware rock of The Kinks and Pink Floyd; metal
legends Iron Maiden and Bolt Thrower and female iconoclasts Diamanda Galas and PJ Harvey.
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