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How to Make a Petticoat: A Step-by-Step Guide to Creating Your Own Flowy
Underskirt

how to make a petticoat is a question many sewing enthusiasts and vintage
fashion lovers often ask. Petticoats are essential garments that add volume
and shape to skirts and dresses, giving them a classic, elegant flair.
Whether you’re aiming to recreate a historical look, add fullness to a modern
outfit, or simply enjoy the art of sewing, making your own petticoat can be a
rewarding project. In this guide, we’ll explore the materials, techniques,
and tips needed to create a beautiful, comfortable petticoat tailored to your
style.

Understanding Petticoats and Their Purpose

Before diving into the sewing process, it’s helpful to understand what a
petticoat actually is and why it’s used. A petticoat is an underskirt
designed to add volume and shape to an outer skirt or dress. Traditionally
worn beneath full skirts and gowns, petticoats can range from simple, single-
layer underskirts to multi-layered, ruffled creations that create dramatic
silhouettes.

Petticoats also serve practical uses: they can provide extra warmth, prevent
skirts from clinging, and enhance the overall drape of your outfit. The style
of petticoat you make will depend on the type of skirt it will accompany,
whether it’s a circle skirt, A-line, or ball gown.

Choosing Materials for Your Petticoat

The fabric selection plays a crucial role in the final look and feel of your
petticoat. When learning how to make a petticoat, keep in mind that the
material should be lightweight but sturdy enough to hold shape.

Recommended Fabrics

Tulle: A classic choice for adding volume without weight.

Organza: Sheer and crisp, perfect for structured fullness.

Netting: Offers excellent stiffness and shape support.

Cotton or Muslin: Ideal for layering or lining to add softness.

Often, petticoats combine multiple layers of netting or tulle with a cotton
lining for comfort against the skin. For beginners, starting with a single-
layer petticoat using tulle and cotton lining can simplify the process.



Additional Supplies

Besides fabric, you’ll need some basic sewing supplies:

Elastic or waistband fabric

Thread matching your fabric color

Measuring tape

Scissors

Sewing machine or needle for hand sewing

Pins or clips to hold fabric in place

Optional: ribbon or lace for decorative trim

How to Make a Petticoat: Step-by-Step
Instructions

The process of making a petticoat can be broken down into manageable steps.
Below is a straightforward method to help you create a basic gathered
petticoat.

Step 1: Take Accurate Measurements

Start by measuring your waist and the desired length of your petticoat. The
length is typically from your waist to where you want the petticoat to
end—usually just below or at the knee for casual skirts, or longer for formal
gowns.

Write down:

Your waist circumference

Petticoat length

Step 2: Cut the Fabric

For a gathered petticoat, you’ll need a rectangular piece of fabric. The
width of the fabric should be two to three times your waist measurement to
allow for sufficient gathering and volume. The length should be your desired
petticoat length plus an extra 2-3 inches for hemming and attaching the
waistband.



If you’re using multiple layers (such as tulle over cotton), cut each layer
accordingly.

Step 3: Sew the Side Seam

Fold your fabric lengthwise with right sides together and sew along the edge
to form a tube. This will create the skirt’s circumference.

Step 4: Create the Waistband

Cut a strip of fabric for the waistband, approximately 3-4 inches wide and
the length of your waist plus seam allowance. Fold the strip in half
lengthwise and press.

Attach the waistband to the top edge of the petticoat, right sides together.
Leave a small opening to insert the elastic.

Step 5: Insert Elastic

Measure a piece of elastic that fits comfortably around your waist. Use a
safety pin to thread the elastic through the waistband casing. Once threaded
through, sew the elastic ends securely and close the waistband opening.

Step 6: Hem the Petticoat

Finish the bottom edge by folding the fabric twice and sewing a neat hem. For
tulle or netting layers, a simple narrow hem or a rolled hem works best.

Step 7: Add Volume with Gathering

If your fabric isn’t naturally stiff, you can add volume by gathering the
fabric at the waistband. To do this, sew two parallel lines of long basting
stitches near the top edge and gently pull the threads to create gathers
evenly around the waist before attaching the waistband.

Tips for Enhancing Your Petticoat

Making a petticoat is not just about function but also about style. Here are
some ideas to customize your creation:

Layering for Extra Fullness

Add multiple layers of tulle or netting under your cotton lining for a more
dramatic effect. Each layer increases volume and creates a soft, fluffy



silhouette.

Using Crinoline or Horsehair Braid

Incorporate crinoline fabric or sew horsehair braid into the hem for
stiffness and flare. This technique is common in vintage and bridal
petticoats to hold the skirt’s shape firmly.

Decorative Touches

Sew lace trims, ribbons, or small bows along the waistband or hem for a
personalized touch. These details can make your petticoat feel more special
and match the style of your outer garment.

Adjusting Length and Shape

Experiment with different lengths—from mini to floor-length—and shapes such
as circular cuts or tiered skirts to suit your fashion needs.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Making a
Petticoat

Even seasoned sewists sometimes face challenges when making petticoats. Here
are some pitfalls to watch out for:

Using heavy fabric: Avoid heavy materials that won’t hold shape or will
feel uncomfortable.

Insufficient gathering: If the fabric isn’t gathered enough, the
petticoat won’t have the desired fullness.

Elastic too tight or loose: Measure your waist accurately and test the
elastic for comfort.

Skipping fabric finishing: Properly hem and seal edges to prevent
fraying, especially with delicate fabrics like tulle.

Why Making Your Own Petticoat is Worth It

Learning how to make a petticoat yourself offers several benefits. Not only
can you customize fit, length, and fullness exactly to your liking, but you
also save money compared to purchasing ready-made petticoats. Moreover,
creating a petticoat allows you to explore fabric textures and styles,
deepening your understanding of garment construction.



Whether preparing for a costume event, adding flair to your everyday
wardrobe, or simply enjoying a creative sewing project, a homemade petticoat
can elevate your style and confidence. Plus, the satisfaction of wearing
something you made yourself is unmatched.

As you become more comfortable with sewing petticoats, you might even explore
more complex designs like tiered layers, vintage-inspired ruffles, or
incorporating structured hoops. The possibilities are as wide as your
imagination and sewing skills.

Creating a petticoat is a wonderful way to blend practicality with
creativity, bringing a touch of classic elegance to your clothing collection.
Happy sewing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a petticoat?

To make a petticoat, you will need fabric such as tulle, organza, or cotton,
elastic for the waistband, thread matching the fabric, scissors, measuring
tape, pins, and a sewing machine or needle for hand sewing.

How do I measure myself to make a custom petticoat?

Measure your waist circumference where you want the petticoat to sit, and
measure the desired length from your waist down to where you want the
petticoat to end. These measurements will help you determine how much fabric
and elastic you need.

What type of fabric is best for a petticoat?

Lightweight fabrics like tulle, netting, organza, or crinoline are commonly
used for petticoats because they add volume without too much weight. Cotton
or satin can be used for lining or a more structured look.

How do I sew the waistband of a petticoat?

Cut a waistband strip from fabric or use elastic. If using elastic, sew the
ends together to form a circle. Then, attach the skirt fabric to the
waistband by sewing the top edge of the skirt fabric to the waistband,
ensuring even gathers for fullness.

Can I make a petticoat without a sewing machine?

Yes, you can make a petticoat by hand sewing. Use a strong needle and thread,
and take small, even stitches. Hand gathering the fabric and sewing the
waistband might take longer but it is entirely possible.

How do I add volume to a petticoat?

To add volume, use multiple layers of tulle or netting, and gather the fabric
evenly at the waistband. You can also add crinoline or horsehair braid to the
hem for extra stiffness and shape.



What is the difference between a petticoat and a
slip?

A petticoat is typically worn under a skirt or dress to add volume and shape,
often made of stiff or layered fabric. A slip is a smooth undergarment worn
to prevent transparency and provide a smooth foundation under clothing.

How long does it take to make a petticoat?

The time to make a petticoat depends on complexity and skill level but
generally takes between 2 to 5 hours, including measuring, cutting,
gathering, and sewing.

How do I care for and wash a homemade petticoat?

Hand wash the petticoat gently in cold water with mild detergent to maintain
its shape and fabric quality. Avoid wringing; instead, press out water gently
and hang to dry. Some fabrics may also be dry-cleaned depending on material.

Additional Resources
How to Make a Petticoat: A Detailed Guide to Crafting Classic Undergarments

how to make a petticoat is a question that often arises among sewing
enthusiasts, costume designers, and vintage fashion aficionados alike.
Petticoats, the layered underskirts designed to add volume and shape to
dresses or skirts, have been a staple in fashion history for centuries.
Today, they continue to serve both functional and aesthetic purposes, whether
in bridal wear, historical reenactments, or modern fashion statements. This
article explores the step-by-step process of making a petticoat, highlighting
key materials, techniques, and design considerations to help crafters achieve
professional results.

Understanding the Purpose and Types of
Petticoats

Before delving into the practical aspects of how to make a petticoat, it is
essential to understand what a petticoat is and the different styles
available. Traditionally, petticoats are worn beneath skirts or dresses to
provide shape, volume, and sometimes warmth. Their construction can vary
widely based on the desired silhouette and fabric choice.

Common Petticoat Styles

Single-layer Petticoats: Typically made from lightweight fabrics such as
cotton or tulle, these provide subtle volume and are often used for
everyday wear or light shaping.

Multi-layered Petticoats: Built with several layers of stiffened fabric
or netting, these petticoats create pronounced fullness, ideal for ball



gowns or vintage-style dresses.

Crinoline Petticoats: Featuring horsehair braid or crinoline netting,
these garments are designed to create a bell-shaped silhouette and are
common in historical costume design.

The choice of petticoat style influences the complexity of the sewing process
and the materials required, making it a crucial initial consideration when
learning how to make a petticoat.

Materials and Tools Needed for Making a
Petticoat

Selecting the right materials is fundamental to achieving the desired effect.
The fabric choice determines not only the look but also the comfort and
durability of the finished garment.

Fabric Selection

- Tulle: Lightweight, stiff, and sheer, tulle is a popular choice for volume
without significant weight. It holds shape well but requires careful handling
to avoid tears.
- Organza: Slightly stiffer and more lustrous than tulle, organza adds an
elegant sheen and moderate volume.
- Crinoline Netting: This is a specialized stiff netting fabric that creates
maximum fullness, often used in historical or formal petticoats.
- Cotton or Polyester Blends: For single-layer or casual petticoats, these
fabrics offer comfort and breathability.

Additional Materials

- Elastic or Drawstring: To create an adjustable waistband for comfort and
fit.
- Thread: Matching or contrasting colors depending on design preference.
- Horsehair Braid (optional): Sewn into the hem to add stiffness and flare.
- Interfacing or Stiffener (optional): For additional structure in certain
designs.

Tools Required

- Sewing machine with appropriate needles for chosen fabric.
- Scissors or rotary cutter.
- Measuring tape and ruler.
- Pins and fabric chalk or washable markers.
- Iron and ironing board.



Step-by-Step Process: How to Make a Petticoat

Approaching how to make a petticoat involves careful measurement, fabric
cutting, sewing, and finishing. The following steps outline a generalized
method that can be adapted based on style and fabric.

Step 1: Taking Accurate Measurements

Accurate measurements ensure the petticoat fits correctly and achieves the
desired volume. Key measurements include:

Waist circumference: To determine waistband size.

Length: From waist to desired hemline—usually matching the outer skirt
or dress length.

Desired fullness: This affects the width of fabric panels or layers
used.

Step 2: Choosing the Pattern and Cutting Fabric

Patterns for petticoats can be simple rectangles, gathered skirts, or
circular skirts, depending on fullness and ease of construction.

- For a gathered petticoat, cut a rectangle of fabric roughly 2 to 3 times
the waist measurement to allow for fullness.
- For a circular petticoat, draft a circle with a waist opening in the center
and a length corresponding to the desired hemline.

Use fabric chalk to mark cutting lines precisely, and cut carefully to
maintain clean edges.

Step 3: Sewing the Waistband

- Create a waistband by folding over fabric or using ready-made elastic
casing.
- If using elastic, sew the casing and insert the elastic with a safety pin,
adjusting for comfortable fit.
- For a fabric waistband, sew the ends together to form a loop, then attach
it to the skirt body with gathers or pleats.

Step 4: Constructing the Skirt Body

- If using multiple layers, sew each layer separately before attaching to the
waistband.
- Gather the top edge of the fabric using a basting stitch and distribute
gathers evenly.



- Attach the gathered fabric to the waistband, ensuring even fullness.

Step 5: Adding Volume Enhancers

- To achieve more structured volume, sew horsehair braid into the hemline.
This technique stiffens the bottom edge, helping the petticoat flare
outwards.
- For multi-layered petticoats, layers of tulle or crinoline netting can be
added between fabric layers to increase puffiness.

Step 6: Hemming the Petticoat

- Hem the edges neatly using a narrow hem or rolled hem to prevent fraying.
- For delicate fabrics like tulle, hand-sewing may be preferable to avoid
damage.

Step 7: Final Fitting and Adjustments

- Try on the petticoat with the intended skirt or dress to assess volume and
length.
- Make necessary alterations, such as adjusting gathers or trimming length.

Considerations and Challenges When Making a
Petticoat

Understanding the challenges involved in how to make a petticoat helps set
realistic expectations and informs better decision-making.

Fabric Handling

Certain materials like tulle and organza can be slippery and prone to
snagging, requiring patience and precision during cutting and sewing. Using
sharp scissors and fine needles reduces the risk of damage.

Volume vs. Comfort

While a heavily layered or stiffened petticoat creates dramatic volume, it
can also restrict movement and increase heat retention. Balancing fullness
with wearer comfort is crucial, especially for garments intended for all-day
wear.

Skill Level and Time Investment

Making a petticoat can range from a beginner-friendly project to an advanced



sewing endeavor, depending on complexity. Circular petticoats with multiple
layers and horsehair braid insertion demand more skill and time compared to
simple gathered versions.

Comparing Homemade Petticoats to Ready-Made
Options

For many, the decision to learn how to make a petticoat versus purchasing a
ready-made one involves weighing cost, customization, and craftsmanship.

Customization: Homemade petticoats offer unparalleled control over fit,
fabric choice, and volume, enabling personalized designs not always
available in commercial products.

Cost-effectiveness: While initial investment in materials may seem high,
creating your own petticoat often results in savings over bespoke or
high-end retail options.

Time and Skill: Ready-made petticoats provide convenience and immediate
use but lack the satisfaction and uniqueness of a handmade garment.

Ultimately, understanding how to make a petticoat empowers individuals to
tailor their wardrobe with pieces that reflect personal style and fit
requirements.

Final Thoughts on Crafting Classic Petticoats

Mastering how to make a petticoat is both a practical skill and an artistic
endeavor that connects modern sewists with a rich tradition of garment
construction. From selecting the appropriate fabrics to executing precise
sewing techniques, each step contributes to a finished product that enhances
the silhouette and complements outerwear. Whether for everyday fashion,
theatrical costumes, or special occasions, a well-made petticoat remains an
invaluable component in the world of dressmaking. With patience and attention
to detail, creating your own petticoat can become a rewarding project that
bridges historical craftsmanship with contemporary style.
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