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Am I Blue by Beth Henley: Exploring the Depths of Southern Gothic Drama

am i blue by beth henley is a fascinating one-act play that delves into
themes of loneliness, identity, and human connection through the lens of
Southern Gothic drama. Written by the acclaimed playwright Beth Henley, this
piece captures the subtle complexities of human interaction in a uniquely
engaging and emotionally resonant way. If you've encountered Henley’'s work
before, such as her Pulitzer Prize-winning play "Crimes of the Heart," you
know she has a talent for blending dark humor with raw, heartfelt moments.
"Am I Blue" is no exception, offering a concise but powerful exploration of
characters caught in moments of vulnerability.

Understanding "Am I Blue" by Beth Henley means appreciating its nuanced
portrayal of isolation and longing, especially within the context of Southern
culture. This article will take you through the play’s background, themes,
characters, and its place in American theater, providing insights that will
deepen your appreciation for this compelling work.

Background and Context of Am I Blue by Beth
Henley

Beth Henley emerged as a significant voice in American theater during the
late 20th century, known for her sharp wit and vivid storytelling centered on
Southern life. "Am I Blue," written in the early 1970s, is one of her earlier
works that helped establish her reputation. The play is often studied
alongside other Southern Gothic pieces because it captures a specific mood
and setting that reflect the cultural and emotional landscape of the American
South.

The Southern Gothic Influence

"Am I Blue" is deeply rooted in the Southern Gothic tradition, which combines
elements of decay, eccentric characters, and social issues in the American
South. This genre often highlights the grotesque and bizarre aspects of life,
while simultaneously exploring themes of alienation and the search for
meaning.

In Henley’s play, the Southern Gothic influence is evident in the setting—a
lonely street corner late at night—and in the characters’ emotional states.
The atmosphere is charged with a sense of melancholy and suspense, creating a
perfect backdrop for the intimate conversation between the two protagonists.

Plot Overview and Characters

At its core, "Am I Blue by Beth Henley" presents a simple yet profound
encounter between two strangers, John and Ashbe. The entire play takes place
in real-time on a street corner, where John, a young man, is playing the
guitar, and Ashbe, a mysterious woman, approaches him.



John and Ashbe: A Study in Contrasts

John 1is portrayed as a somewhat naive, hopeful figure, someone who uses music
as a means to express himself and perhaps reach out to the world. Ashbe, on
the other hand, is more guarded and enigmatic, carrying an air of sadness and
complexity beneath her outward demeanor.

Their interaction reveals layers of loneliness and desire for connection.
Through their dialogue, the audience is invited to reflect on the human need
for understanding and companionship, even among strangers. The tension and
eventual empathy that develop between them are central to the play’s
emotional impact.

Symbolism and Themes

The guitar John plays is more than just a prop—it symbolizes hope,
communication, and the possibility of escape from isolation. Ashbe’s name
itself evokes a sense of mystery and otherness, emphasizing her role as both
a catalyst and a mirror for John’s emotional state.

Key themes in "Am I Blue" include:

- **Loneliness and Isolation:** Both characters are isolated in their own
ways, and their meeting becomes a brief respite from solitude.

— **Identity and Self-Discovery:** The play explores how fleeting
interactions can lead to moments of self-realization.

— **Connection and Communication:** The dialogue highlights the human
yearning to connect, even when words fall short.

The Writing Style and Dramatic Techniques

Beth Henley’s writing in "Am I Blue" is marked by naturalistic dialogue and
sharp character development. The play’s brevity is one of its strengths,
packing emotional depth into a concise format that leaves a lasting
impression.

Use of Dialogue

The dialogue in "Am I Blue by Beth Henley" is realistic and poignant,
capturing the hesitations, misunderstandings, and subtle shifts in mood
between John and Ashbe. Henley’s skillful use of pauses and silences adds
layers of meaning, allowing the audience to sense what remains unsaid.

Setting and Atmosphere

The setting—a dimly 1lit street corner—serves as a metaphor for the
characters’ emotional states: isolated, vulnerable, and on the edge of
something unknown. The nighttime backdrop enhances the play’s mood, creating
an intimate space where truth can emerge away from the distractions of the
day.



Why Am I Blue by Beth Henley Resonates Today

Despite being written decades ago, "Am I Blue" continues to resonate with
contemporary audiences because it touches on universal human experiences. In
an age where digital communication often replaces face-to-face interaction,
Henley’s portrayal of two people seeking connection in a fleeting moment
feels particularly relevant.

Lessons from the Play

For actors, directors, and theater enthusiasts, "Am I Blue" offers wvaluable
insights:

— **Character Study:** The play provides a compact yet rich opportunity to
explore character motivation and development.

— **Minimalist Staging:** Its limited setting challenges directors to create
atmosphere through lighting, sound, and actor presence.

- **Emotional Authenticity:** The script encourages performers to embrace
subtlety and nuance in conveying complex emotions.

Incorporating Am I Blue in Theater Education

Many drama schools and workshops use "Am I Blue" as a teaching tool because
of its manageable length and depth. It allows students to practice intimate
scene work and understand the power of subtext and timing.

Exploring the Legacy of Beth Henley Through Am
I Blue

Beth Henley’s impact on American theater is significant, and "Am I Blue" is a
testament to her early genius. The play exemplifies her ability to tell
stories that are both regionally specific and universally meaningful.

Henley’'s Place in American Drama

Alongside contemporaries like Sam Shepard and Tennessee Williams, Henley
helped redefine Southern drama by focusing on flawed, complex characters
caught between tradition and change. "Am I Blue" encapsulates these themes in
a distilled form, showcasing her narrative strengths.

Why Read or Watch Am I Blue Today?

Whether you are a theater aficionado, student, or casual reader, engaging
with "Am I Blue by Beth Henley" offers:

- A glimpse into the emotional landscape of the American South.
— A study in minimalist storytelling that packs a punch.



— An opportunity to reflect on themes of loneliness, hope, and human
connection that transcend time and place.

In sum, "Am I Blue by Beth Henley" is more than Jjust a one-act play—it is a
poignant snapshot of human vulnerability and the fleeting moments that can
change us. Its enduring appeal lies in the way it captures the delicate
balance between despair and hope, making it a timeless piece that continues
to touch hearts and inspire minds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Am I Blue' by Beth
Henley?

'Am I Blue' explores themes of loneliness, human connection, and the search
for identity, focusing on two characters who form an unexpected bond during a
chance encounter.

Who are the main characters in 'Am I Blue'?

The main characters are John Polk Richards, a drifter and aspiring writer,
and Ashbe Williams, a waitress with dreams of a different life.

What genre does 'Am I Blue' by Beth Henley belong to?

'Am I Blue' is a one-act play that falls under the genre of Southern Gothic
drama with elements of dark comedy and introspection.

How does Beth Henley use setting in 'Am I Blue'?

The play is set in a small-town diner, which serves as a microcosm for the
characters’ emotional isolation and the socio—-economic realities of the
American South.

What is the significance of the title 'Am I Blue'?

The title 'Am I Blue' reflects the characters' feelings of sadness and
longing, as well as the blues music motif that symbolizes emotional
expression and melancholy.

How does 'Am I Blue' reflect Beth Henley's writing
style?

The play showcases Henley'’'s characteristic blend of sharp dialogue, dark
humor, and complex, flawed characters struggling with personal demons.

What role does music play in 'Am I Blue'?

Music, particularly blues, underscores the emotional tone of the play and
helps deepen the connection between the characters by reflecting their inner
turmoil.



Has 'Am I Blue' been adapted into other formats?

While primarily known as a stage play, 'Am I Blue' has been performed in
various theater productions but has not had major adaptations into film or
television.

What makes 'Am I Blue' relevant to contemporary
audiences?

'Am I Blue' remains relevant due to its exploration of universal themes like
loneliness, identity, and the human need for connection, which resonate
across time.

Where can I read or watch a production of 'Am I Blue'
by Beth Henley?

'Am I Blue' can be found in published collections of Beth Henley’s plays and
is occasionally produced by regional theaters and university drama
departments.

Additional Resources

**Am I Blue by Beth Henley: A Critical Examination of Southern Gothic Drama**

am i blue by beth henley stands as a poignant example of American Southern
Gothic theatre, reflecting themes of isolation, identity, and emotional
complexity. Beth Henley, a distinguished playwright renowned for her
exploration of Southern life and human frailty, presents in this work a
nuanced narrative that challenges audiences to grapple with the subtle
interplay of melancholy and hope. This article delves into the thematic
essence, character dynamics, and stylistic elements of *Am I Blue¥*,
positioning the play within Henley's larger oeuvre and the broader landscape
of contemporary drama.

Contextualizing Am I Blue within Beth Henley's
Body of Work

Beth Henley is widely celebrated for her Pulitzer Prize-winning play *Crimes
of the Heart*, which established her reputation for crafting stories rooted
in the American South’s unique cultural and emotional terrain. *Am I Blue by
Beth Henley* continues this tradition, though it is often overshadowed by her
more famous works. The play’s title itself invokes a double entendre: a
reference to the blues genre, emblematic of sorrow and resilience, and a
direct query into the emotional state of the characters.

Set against a backdrop that echoes the decaying charm of the Southern
landscape, *Am I Blue* encapsulates Henley’s signature style—combining dark
humor with moments of profound introspection. The play’s narrative structure
and character development reveal Henley’s aptitude for dissecting human
vulnerability, making it a compelling subject for both theatrical scholars
and practitioners.



Thematic Exploration in Am I Blue by Beth
Henley

At the heart of *Am I Blue* lies an exploration of loneliness and the quest
for connection. Henley’s characters often inhabit spaces where personal
desires clash with societal expectations, a hallmark of Southern Gothic
literature. The play scrutinizes how individuals cope with emotional
isolation, utilizing symbolic language and motifs that resonate with the
blues music tradition.

Identity and Emotional Alienation

One of the central themes in *Am I Blue* revolves around the struggle for
self-identity amidst external pressures. The characters grapple with feelings
of being misunderstood or trapped within their circumstances, which Henley
portrays with understated dialogue and subtle emotional cues. This thematic
preoccupation invites audiences to reflect on the universal human experience
of seeking meaning in a world that often seems indifferent.

The Role of Setting as a Character

Henley’s use of setting transcends mere backdrop function; the environment in
*Am I Blue* acts almost as a living entity influencing the characters’
psyche. The Southern milieu, fraught with historical and cultural weight,
mirrors the internal desolation and conflicted hopes of the protagonists. The
decaying physical surroundings metaphorically underscore the characters’
emotional states, a technique that enhances the play’s atmospheric tension.

Character Dynamics and Development

The characters in *Am I Blue by Beth Henley* embody the complexities of human
emotion with a realism that is both raw and poetic. Henley'’s writing allows
for multifaceted characterizations, avoiding stereotypes often associated
with Southern narratives.

e Protagonists: The central figures are portrayed with a blend of
vulnerability and resilience, drawing audiences into their inner
conflicts.

e Supporting Characters: These roles provide contrast and depth, often
serving as catalysts for the protagonists’ self-revelations.

e Dialogue: Henley’s dialogue is marked by its naturalistic cadence, which
effectively conveys the subtext beneath the spoken words.

This intricate character interplay contributes to the play’s emotional impact
and underscores Henley’s skill in crafting authentic human experiences.



Comparative Perspective: Am I Blue versus Other
Henley Plays

When compared to *Crimes of the Heart* or *The Miss Firecracker Contest*, *Am
I Blue* is more introspective and somber, emphasizing internal conflict over
external drama. While her other works often incorporate elements of dark
comedy, *Am I Blue* leans more heavily into mood and atmosphere, highlighting
Henley’s versatility as a playwright. This divergence enriches the
understanding of her thematic concerns and dramatic techniques.

Stylistic Features and Dramaturgical
Considerations

Henley’s writing style in *Am I Blue* is characterized by its economy of
language and layered symbolism. The play’s pacing is deliberate, allowing
moments of silence and stillness to speak volumes about the characters’
emotional landscapes.

Use of Symbolism and Metaphor

The title itself acts as a metaphor for sadness and existential questioning.
Throughout the play, recurring motifs such as color imagery and musical
references deepen the thematic resonance. These elements invite directors and
actors to interpret the text in diverse ways, making *Am I Blue* a rich
source for theatrical experimentation.

Challenges in Staging Am I Blue

Due to its subtlety and introspective nature, *Am I Blue by Beth Henley*
demands a nuanced approach in production. The minimalistic dialogue and
static scenes require actors to convey emotional depth through physicality
and expression. Additionally, the atmospheric setting poses challenges for
set designers aiming to evoke the Southern Gothic ambiance without
overshadowing the narrative.

Reception and Critical Perspectives

While *Am I Blue* has not attained the widespread acclaim of some of Henley’s
other works, it has garnered appreciation within theatrical circles for its
poetic depth and emotional authenticity. Critics often highlight the play’s
capacity to evoke empathy and its unflinching portrayal of human fragility.

From an SEO standpoint, *Am I Blue by Beth Henley* remains a niche yet
significant topic for those interested in American drama, Southern
literature, and contemporary theatre studies. The play’s nuanced themes and
stylistic distinctiveness make it a wvaluable subject for academic discussion
and theatrical exploration.



Pros and Cons of Am I Blue in Contemporary Theatre

1. Pros:
o Rich thematic content offering deep emotional engagement.
o Strong character development with realistic portrayals.

o Potential for creative staging and interpretive flexibility.

2. Cons:
o Less commercial appeal compared to more dynamic or comedic plays.
o Requires skilled acting and direction to fully realize its depth.

o Its introspective nature might limit audience accessibility.

Am I Blue by Beth Henley: A Lasting
Contribution to American Drama

Ultimately, *Am I Blue by Beth Henley* exemplifies the playwright’s
commitment to exploring the intricate layers of human emotion through the
lens of Southern culture. Its subtle narrative and evocative atmosphere
invite continual reinterpretation, securing its place as a thought-provoking
piece within the canon of American theatre. For scholars, actors, and
directors alike, the play remains a fertile ground for inquiry and artistic
expression, demonstrating the enduring power of Henley’s voice in capturing
the complexities of the human condition.
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am i blue by beth henley: The Plays of Beth Henley Gene A. Plunka, 2014-11-18 Beth Henley's
twelve complete plays (three of which have been turned into films) have achieved worldwide
production. At age 29, she produced her first full-length drama, Crimes of the Heart, which won a
Pulitzer Prize and garnered three Academy Award nominations as a film. Her Mississippi upbringing
and her penchant for the eccentricities of southern culture, however, have caused critics to
categorize her writing as a kind of southern gothic folklore inspired by feminist ideology. This book,
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the first critical study of Henley's complete plays, attempts to dispel the common stereotypes that
associate Henley's work with regional drama and sociological treatises. It argues instead that
Henley can best be perceived as a dramatist who delineates an existential despair manifested in
various forms of what Freud calls the modern neurosis. The book maintains that Henley's plays must
be understood as universal statements about the angst of modern civilization, and Henley's
characters are assessed in light of Freud's proposition that cultural restrictions create neurotic
individuals. The introduction provides a brief account of Henley's childhood and career. Early
chapters summarize the theory of the modern angoisse espoused in Freud's Civilization and Its
Discontents, while later chapters relate this theory to thematic and stylistic elements of Henley's
most popular play, Crimes of the Heart, as well as Am I Blue, The Wake of Jamie Foster, The Miss
Firecracker Contest, The Debutante Ball, The Lucky Spot, Abundance, Signature, Control Freaks,
Revelers, L-Play, and Impossible Marriage.

am i blue by beth henley: Understanding Beth Henley Robert ]J. Andreach, 2006 Beth
Henley remains best known for 'Crimes of the Heart', a play that won the Pulitzer Prize and the New
York Drama Critics Circle Award and later was made into a major motion picture. This introduction
to the Mississippi-born playwright and her body of work presents Henley's plays as a unified whole.

am i blue by beth henley: Beth Henley Julia A. Fesmire, 2014-01-21 Beth Henley was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize in Drama and the New York Drama Critics Circle Award for Best
American Play for her first full-length play, Crimes of the Heart, yet there has been no book-length
consideration of her body of work until now. This volume includes original essays that contextualize
and analyze her works from a variety of perspectives, focusing on her vexed status as a southern
writer, her use of the comic grotesque, and her alleged feminist critiques of modern society.
Receiving special attention are lesser-known plays which are crucial to understanding Henley's
development as a playwright and postmodern thinker.

am i blue by beth henley: Am I Blue Beth Henley, 1982

am i blue by beth henley: A Study Guide for Beth Henley's "Impossible Marriage" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Beth Henley's Impossible Marriage, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your research needs.

am i blue by beth henley: The History of Southern Women's Literature Carolyn Perry, Mary
Weaks-Baxter, 2002-03-01 Many of America’s foremost, and most beloved, authors are also southern
and female: Mary Chesnut, Kate Chopin, Ellen Glasgow, Zora Neale Hurston, Eudora Welty, Harper
Lee, Maya Angelou, Anne Tyler, Alice Walker, and Lee Smith, to name several. Designating a writer
as “southern” if her work reflects the region’s grip on her life, Carolyn Perry and Mary Louise Weaks
have produced an invaluable guide to the richly diverse and enduring tradition of southern women's
literature. Their comprehensive history—the first of its kind in a relatively young field—extends from
the pioneer woman to the career woman, embracing black and white, poor and privileged, urban and
Appalachian perspectives and experiences. The History of Southern Women'’s Literature allows
readers both to explore individual authors and to follow the developing arc of various genres across
time. Conduct books and slave narratives; Civil War diaries and letters; the antebellum, postbellum,
and modern novel; autobiography and memoirs; poetry; magazine and newspaper writing—these and
more receive close attention. Over seventy contributors are represented here, and their essays
discuss a wealth of women'’s issues from four centuries: race, urbanization, and feminism; the myth
of southern womanhood; preset images and assigned social roles—from the belle to the
mammy—and real life behind the facade of meeting others’ expectations; poverty and the labor
movement; responses to Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the influence of Gone with the Wind. The history of
southern women's literature tells, ultimately, the story of the search for freedom within an “insidious
tradition,” to quote Ellen Glasgow. This teeming volume validates the deep contributions and
pleasures of an impressive body of writing and marks a major achievement in women'’s and literary
studies.



am i blue by beth henley: Conversations with Beth Henley Jackson R. Bryer, Mary C.
Hartig, 2023-03-24 With roots in the American South, Beth Henley (b. 1952) has for four decades
been a working playwright and screenwriter. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1981 at the age of
twenty-eight, Henley so far has written twenty-five produced plays that are always original, usually
darkly comic, and often experimental. In these interviews, Henley speaks of the plays, from her early
crowd-pleasers, Crimes of the Heart and The Miss Firecracker Contest, to her more experimental
plays, including The Debutante Ball and Control Freaks, to her brilliant and time-bending play, The
Jacksonian. Henley is a master at writing about the duality of human experience—the beautiful and
the grotesque, the cruel and the loving. This duality provokes in Henley both amazement and
compassion. She discusses here not only her admiration for Chekhov and other influences, but also
her process of bringing a play from notebooks of images and bits of dialogues through rumination,
writing, and rewriting to rehearsals and previews. The interviews range from 1981, just before she
won the Pulitzer Prize, to 2020 and cover nearly forty years of a creative life, which, as Henley
remarks in the most recent interview, is “such a life worth living: to be in tune with the creative
process.”

am i blue by beth henley: A Study Guide for Beth Henley's "Crimes of the Heart" Gale,
Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Beth Henley's Crimes of the Heart, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your research needs.

am i blue by beth henley: States of Rage Renee R. Curry, Terry L. Allison, 1996 States of Rage
permeate our culture and our daily lives. From the anti-Catholic protests of ACT-UP to the political
posturing of Al Sharpton, from the LA Riots to anti-abortion gunmen murdering clinic personnel, the
unleashing of rage, marginalized or institutional, has translated into dead bodies on our campuses
and city streets, in our public buildings and in our homes. Rage seems to have gained a currency in
the past decade which it previously did not possess. Suddenly we appear willing to employ it more
often to describe our own or others' mental states or actions. Rage succinctly describes an ongoing
emotional state for many residents and citizens of the United States and elsewhere. States of Rage
gathers for the first time a critical mass of writing about rage--its function, expression, and utilities.
It examines rage as a cultural phenomenon, delineating its use and explaining why this emotional
state increasingly intrudes into our social, artistic, and academic existences. What is the relationship
between rage and power(lessness)? How does rage relate to personal or social injustice? Can we
ritualize rage or is it always spontaneous? Finally, what provokes rage and what is provocative about
it? Essays shed light on the psychological and social origins of rage, its relationship to the self, its
connection to culture, and its possible triggers. The volume includes chapters on violence in the
workplace, the Montreal massacre, female murderers, the rage of African- American filmmakers,
rage as a reaction to persecution, the rage of AIDS activists, class rage, and rage in the academy.

am i blue by beth henley: A Study Guide for Beth Henley's "The Miss Firecracker Contest"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Beth Henley's The Miss Firecracker Contest,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your
research needs.
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am i blue by beth henley: Women Pulitzer Playwrights Carolyn Casey Craig, 2004-11-05 In
the first century of the coveted Pulitzer Prizes, only 11 women have won the prize for drama: Zona
Gale (1921), Susan Glaspell (1931), Zoe Akins (1935), Mary Coyle Chase (1945), Ketti Frings (1958),
Beth Henley (1981), Marsha Norma (1983), Wendy Wasserstein (1989), Paula Vogel (1998),
Margaret Edson (1999), and Suzan-Lori Parks (2002). This book is about them and their landmark
plays, beginning with Gale's Miss Lulu Bett, which championed the unmarried woman forced to work



in the home of a married relative, and closing with Parks' controversial Topdog/Underdog, which
made her the first black woman to win the prize. Drawn from personal interviews with the
playwrights and research from archives and unpublished material, this work shows how the stage
art of women has reflected life in the American family and traces a strong thread of feminist history
in our culture. Overview chapters set the stage for each playwright and play with sketches of the
time period, highlighting the major points of women's experiences in culture, society and the family.
Other chapters analyze each play in detail and discuss the playwright's life and opinions. The book
also includes a quick history of the Pulitzer Prize and a chapter honoring black female playwrights.

am i blue by beth henley: New York Magazine , 1982-01-25 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

am i blue by beth henley: New York Magazine , 1982-01-25 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

am i blue by beth henley: Encyclopedia of American Drama Jackson R. Bryer, Mary C. Hartig,
2015-04-22 Provides a comprehensive guide to American dramatic literature, from its origins in the
early days of the nation to American classics such as Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman and
Thornton Wilder's Our Town to the groundbreaking works of today's best writers.

am i blue by beth henley: American Theatre Thomas S. Hischak, 2001-02-08 Volume Four of
the distinguished American Theatre: A Chronicle of Comedy and Drama series offers a thorough,
candid, and fascinating look at the theater in New York during the last decades of the twentieth
century.

am i blue by beth henley: A People's History of English and American Literature Eugene
V. Moran, 2002 With special emphasis on literary merit, this book chronicles the literature of the
great nations of Britain and America from their earliest origins to the twenty-first century.

am i blue by beth henley: The Muse Upon My Shoulder Sylvia Skaggs McTague, 2004 In The
Muse upon My Shoulder an exceptionally diverse group of writers (including Evan S. Connell,
Anthony Piccione, David Trinidad, William Stafford, Jean Thompson, Vance Bourjaily, E. L. Doctorow,
Stanley Elkin, Jay McInerney, Beth Henley, David Hwang, Bud Schulberg, and Mary Gordon) discuss
the creative process. They entertain self-revealing questions about their status as writers, their
inspiration to write, and their relationship to an audience. The conversational form of the interview
allows for candid answers that readers rarely hear to questions that seldom are answered. The final
chapter lets readers participate in the conflicts that surround the production of a good interview.
Sylvia Skaggs McTague is a lecturer at Fairleigh Dickinson University.
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