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a history of venice john julius norwich is more than just a phrase—it opens
the door to a captivating journey through one of the most fascinating city-
states in European history, as told by one of the most eloquent and
knowledgeable historians of our time. John Julius Norwich, a British
historian and author, has brought Venice's rich and complex past to life with
his vivid storytelling and deep understanding of its political, cultural, and
social fabric. His works on Venice have become essential reading for those
wanting to grasp the essence of this enigmatic city.

In this article, we will delve into John Julius Norwich’s approach to
narrating the history of Venice, explore the key themes he touches upon, and
understand why his accounts remain a definitive guide for readers seeking to
comprehend the rise and fall of the Venetian Republic. Along the way, we’ll
touch on Venetian history itself—the city’s origins, its golden age, and its
enduring legacy.

John Julius Norwich: The Historian Behind the
Story

John Julius Norwich (1929–2018) was a gifted historian, writer, and
broadcaster, known for his ability to transform dense historical facts into
engaging, accessible narratives. His background as a diplomat and his
aristocratic lineage gave him a unique perspective on European history.
Norwich’s passion for Venice led him to write several acclaimed books, with
*A History of Venice* standing out as a masterwork that blends scholarly
rigor with captivating prose.

His skill in weaving political intrigue, artistic achievements, and economic
developments into a single narrative made *A History of Venice* a beloved
resource. Norwich didn’t merely recount dates and events; he painted a
portrait of a living, breathing city that thrived on trade, diplomacy, and
innovation.

The Origins and Rise of the Venetian Republic

Understanding Venice’s history through John Julius Norwich’s lens begins with
its humble origins. Venice was founded in the 5th century by refugees fleeing



barbarian invasions in mainland Italy. Situated on a lagoon, it was isolated
yet strategically positioned at the crossroads of East and West. Norwich
explains how Venice’s unique geography protected it and allowed it to develop
distinct political institutions, including the establishment of the Doge, the
city’s chief magistrate.

The Venetian Lagoon and the Birth of a Maritime
Power

Norwich highlights how Venice’s location in the lagoon was crucial to its
growth as a maritime republic. The city’s inhabitants mastered the art of
navigation and shipbuilding, which was essential for controlling trade routes
across the Mediterranean. This maritime prowess helped Venice grow wealthy
and powerful, eventually challenging other Mediterranean powers like Genoa
and the Byzantine Empire.

The Political Structure and the Role of the Doge

One of the fascinating aspects Norwich explores is Venice’s unique political
system. Unlike typical monarchies or republics, Venice developed a complex
oligarchic republic governed by a council of nobles and led by the Doge.
Norwich delves into the intricacies of this system, showing how checks and
balances prevented any one individual or family from gaining too much power.
This political stability was key to Venice’s long-lasting success.

Venice at Its Zenith: Culture, Commerce, and
Conflict

John Julius Norwich’s *A History of Venice* shines brightest when describing
the city’s golden age between the 13th and 16th centuries. This period saw
Venice become a dominant commercial hub, a center of Renaissance art, and a
formidable naval power.

Trade and Economic Dominance

Venice’s position as a trade intermediary between Europe and the East is a
recurring theme in Norwich’s work. The city controlled crucial trade routes
for spices, silk, and other luxury goods. Norwich carefully explains how the
Venetian merchants operated with a blend of savvy business tactics and
political alliances to maintain their monopoly on key markets. This economic
dominance not only enriched Venice but also funded its remarkable artistic
and architectural achievements.



Art and Architecture: The Venetian Renaissance

Norwich’s narrative captures the flourishing of Venetian art and architecture
during the Renaissance. He discusses iconic figures such as Titian,
Tintoretto, and Veronese, whose works adorned Venice’s churches and palaces.
The unique blend of Byzantine, Gothic, and Renaissance influences in Venetian
art reflects the city’s cosmopolitan nature. Norwich’s deep appreciation for
these cultural achievements adds a rich layer to his historical account,
showing how art was both a reflection and a driver of Venice’s identity.

Military Conflicts and Diplomacy

Venice’s history is also marked by a series of military conflicts and
diplomatic maneuvers. Norwich meticulously details Venice’s struggles with
the Ottoman Empire, its wars with Genoa, and its role in the Crusades. He
highlights how Venice balanced warfare with diplomacy, often using marriage
alliances and treaties to secure its interests. This blend of hard and soft
power was essential for maintaining Venice’s independence amid larger
competing empires.

The Decline and Legacy of Venice

No history of Venice by John Julius Norwich would be complete without
addressing the decline of this once-mighty republic. Norwich charts how
changes in global trade routes, the rise of nation-states, and internal
political decay eventually led to Venice’s fall in the late 18th century.

The Impact of New Trade Routes

The discovery of the Americas and new sea routes to Asia by the Portuguese
and Spanish shifted global commerce away from the Mediterranean. Norwich
explains how Venice’s economic model, heavily reliant on controlling
traditional trade routes, was undermined by these developments. This economic
shift severely weakened Venice’s financial base and political influence.

Napoleon and the End of the Republic

The final blow to Venice came with Napoleon’s invasion in 1797. Norwich
narrates the dramatic end of the Venetian Republic, a state that had lasted
over a millennium. While the fall was swift, Norwich emphasizes that Venice’s
cultural and historical legacy endured far beyond its political demise.



Venice’s Enduring Cultural Influence

Despite its political end, Norwich reminds readers that Venice’s
contributions to art, architecture, law, and commerce continue to resonate.
The city remains a symbol of resilience and creativity. Norwich’s work
invites readers to appreciate Venice not just as a historical subject but as
a living monument to human ingenuity.

Why John Julius Norwich’s History of Venice
Still Matters

What sets Norwich’s *A History of Venice* apart is its combination of
scholarship and storytelling. His engaging prose makes complex historical
developments accessible without sacrificing depth. For anyone interested in
Venetian history, his work provides a compelling roadmap through the city’s
labyrinthine past.

Norwich’s ability to humanize historical figures—the Doges, merchants,
artists, and common citizens—helps readers connect with Venice’s story on a
personal level. His insights into the city’s political structures, economic
strategies, and cultural achievements offer valuable lessons on governance,
commerce, and the power of culture.

For travelers, historians, or casual readers, Norwich’s history enriches the
experience of Venice beyond its picturesque canals and tourist landmarks. It
reveals the layers of history that shaped the city’s charm and complexity.

---

A history of Venice John Julius Norwich presents is more than just a
chronicle; it is a vibrant narrative that brings to life the triumphs and
trials of a city that once ruled the waves. Through Norwich’s eyes, Venice
emerges not only as a historical marvel but also as a testament to the
enduring spirit of human enterprise. Whether you are diving into the
political intrigues of the Doges or marveling at the city’s artistic
treasures, Norwich’s work remains a definitive guide for anyone fascinated by
the timeless allure of Venice.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'A History of Venice'?
'A History of Venice' is authored by John Julius Norwich, a renowned British
historian and writer.



What period does 'A History of Venice' cover?
The book covers the history of Venice from its origins in the early Middle
Ages through to its decline in the 18th century.

What makes John Julius Norwich's 'A History of
Venice' a popular read?
The book is praised for its engaging narrative, detailed research, and vivid
portrayal of Venice's political, cultural, and economic history.

Does 'A History of Venice' by John Julius Norwich
include illustrations or maps?
Yes, the book often includes maps, illustrations, and photographs that help
readers visualize the historical context of Venice.

How does John Julius Norwich describe Venice's role
in medieval and Renaissance Europe in his book?
Norwich highlights Venice as a major maritime power and a center of commerce,
diplomacy, and culture during medieval and Renaissance Europe.

Additional Resources
**A History of Venice John Julius Norwich: An Analytical Review**

a history of venice john julius norwich stands as a pivotal work in the realm
of historical literature, offering an exhaustive exploration of one of the
most enigmatic and culturally rich cities in the world. John Julius Norwich,
a distinguished historian and broadcaster, masterfully brings to life the
intricate tapestry of Venice’s past, weaving together political, cultural,
and social threads with a narrative that is both accessible and scholarly.
This article delves into the significance of Norwich’s work, examining its
contributions to Venetian historiography while reflecting on the broader
implications of his research.

John Julius Norwich and His Approach to
Venetian History

John Julius Norwich, a British aristocrat and historian, carved a niche for
himself by combining rigorous scholarship with engaging storytelling. His
book, *A History of Venice*, published in 1982, remains one of the most
celebrated accounts of the Venetian Republic’s complex history. Unlike many
dry historical treatises, Norwich’s narrative style is vivid and compelling,



making the history of Venice accessible to both academics and general
readers.

Norwich’s approach to Venetian history is notable for its balance between
political analysis and cultural appreciation. He tracks the evolution of
Venice from its humble beginnings as a lagoon settlement to a formidable
maritime power and eventually to its decline and absorption into the Italian
state. This comprehensive approach allows readers to understand not only the
political mechanisms of the Venetian Republic but also the social dynamics
and artistic achievements that defined the city over centuries.

Thematic Depth: Politics, Society, and Culture

One of the key strengths of *A History of Venice John Julius Norwich* lies in
its thematic depth. Norwich does not merely recount events; he dissects the
intricate political institutions such as the Doge’s office, the Council of
Ten, and the unique oligarchic republic system that governed Venice. By doing
so, he sheds light on how Venice managed to maintain stability and influence
despite external pressures from powerful neighbors and internal factionalism.

Culturally, Norwich’s narrative celebrates Venice’s role as a crucible of
Renaissance art and architecture. His insights into the works of Titian,
Tintoretto, and Veronese, alongside the city’s remarkable architectural feats
like St. Mark’s Basilica and the Doge’s Palace, enrich the historical
context. This multidisciplinary perspective enhances understanding of Venice
as not just a political entity but as a hub of cultural innovation.

Comparative Perspectives in Venetian
Historiography

When situated within the broader field of Venetian historiography, Norwich’s
*A History of Venice* distinguishes itself by its narrative clarity and
scope. Earlier histories often emphasized either Venice’s political
machinations or its artistic heritage, but Norwich integrates these strands
with a deft touch that provides a holistic view.

For instance, compared to Frederic C. Lane’s *Venice: A Maritime Republic*,
which is heavily focused on economic and maritime aspects, Norwich’s work
offers a richer narrative experience that includes social and cultural
dimensions. This makes his history particularly valuable for readers seeking
a comprehensive introduction without sacrificing depth.

Strengths and Limitations



While *A History of Venice John Julius Norwich* is lauded for its readability
and thoroughness, some critics point out certain limitations. The book’s
chronological narrative occasionally sacrifices analytical depth in favor of
storytelling. Additionally, Norwich’s aristocratic background and British
perspective have been noted to influence his interpretations, sometimes
romanticizing Venice’s past.

Nevertheless, these critiques do not significantly undermine the book’s
value. Instead, they highlight the inherent challenges in writing a single-
volume history of a city as complex as Venice, which demands balancing detail
with narrative flow.

Key Features of Norwich’s Venice History

Several features distinguish Norwich’s treatment of Venice, contributing to
its enduring popularity:

Accessible Prose: Norwich’s writing style is engaging, avoiding
excessive academic jargon, which broadens the book’s appeal.

Comprehensive Coverage: The book spans Venice’s entire history from its
founding through to the 18th century, capturing pivotal moments with
clarity.

Integration of Art and Politics: Norwich situates cultural achievements
within their political context, illustrating how art was both a
reflection and instrument of Venetian power.

Use of Primary Sources: Norwich draws extensively on Venetian archives
and contemporary accounts, lending authenticity to his narrative.

Impact on Popular and Academic Perceptions of Venice

The publication of *A History of Venice John Julius Norwich* helped to
popularize Venetian history beyond academic circles. It has been widely used
as a foundational text in university courses and remains a recommended read
for enthusiasts of European history and art.

Moreover, Norwich’s work has influenced other media portrayals of Venice,
contributing to a romanticized but well-informed image of the city. This dual
effect—educational and evocative—has cemented the book’s place in both
scholarly and popular culture.



Venice’s Enduring Fascination Through Norwich’s
Lens

Venice’s allure as a city of canals, art, and political intrigue is timeless,
and John Julius Norwich’s *A History of Venice* captures this essence with
remarkable clarity. His work invites readers to explore the paradoxes of
Venice: a city that was both a republic and an empire, isolated yet
cosmopolitan, mercantile yet artistic.

By tracing the city’s trajectory through centuries of triumph and turmoil,
Norwich underscores the resilience and adaptability of Venetian society. This
nuanced portrayal challenges simplistic narratives of decline and nostalgia,
instead presenting Venice as a dynamic entity shaped by its unique geography
and governance.

In sum, *A History of Venice John Julius Norwich* remains an indispensable
resource for anyone seeking to understand the multi-faceted story of Venice.
Its blend of scholarly rigor and engaging prose ensures that the city’s
history continues to inspire and educate new generations, maintaining
Venice’s place as a symbol of cultural and historical richness in the global
imagination.

A History Of Venice John Julius Norwich
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  a history of venice john julius norwich: A History of Venice John Julius Norwich,
2003-07-03 'Norwich has loved and understood Venice as well as any other Englishman has ever
done' Sunday Times 'Will become the standard English work of Venetian history' Financial Times
___________________ Renowned historian, and author of A Short History of Byzantium, John Julius
Norwich's classic history of Venice A History of Venice tells the story of this most remarkable of
cities from its founding in the fifth century, through its unrivalled status for over a thousand years as
one of the world's busiest and most powerful city states, until its fall at the hands of Napoleon in
1797. Rich in fascinating historical detail, populated by extraordinary characters and packed with a
wealth of incident and intrigue, this is a brilliant testament to a great city - and a great and gripping
read. ___________________ 'The standard Venetian history in English' The Times 'Norwich has the gift
of historical perspective, as well as clarity and wit. Few can tell a good story better than he'
Spectator
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Paradise of Cities John Julius Norwich, 2004-11-09
John Julius Norwich’s A History of Venice has been dubbed “indispensable” by none other than Jan
Morris. Now, in his second book on the city once known as La Serenissima, Norwich advances the
story in this elegant chronicle of a hundred years of Venice’s highs and lows, from its ignominious
capture by Napoleon in 1797 to the dawn of the 20th century. An obligatory stop on the Grand Tour
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for any cultured Englishman (and, later, Americans), Venice limped into the 19th century–first under
the yoke of France, then as an outpost of the Austrian Hapsburgs, stripped of riches yet indelibly the
most ravishing city in Italy. Even when subsumed into a unified Italy in 1866, it remained a magnet
for aesthetes of all stripes–subject or setting of books by Ruskin and James, a muse to poets and
musicians, in its way the most gracious courtesan of all European cities. By refracting images of
Venice through the visits of such extravagant (and sometimes debauched) artists as Lord Byron,
Richard Wagner, and the inimitable Baron Corvo, Norwich conjures visions of paradise on a lagoon,
as enduring as brick and as elusive as the tides.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Venice John Julius Norwich, 1981
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Paradise of Cities John Julius Norwich, 2004-07 The
city of Venice through the eyes of nineteenth century visitors.For this portrait of Venice in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries Lord Norwich has abandoned the historical approach,
preferring to look at the city through the eyes of the most distinguished of its foreign visitors or
residents. Beginning with Napoleon - with, perhaps, the most mysterious of all his mistresses - we
continue with Byron, who cut his usual swathe among the feminine population while embarking on
the last great affair of his life. Ruskin, Browning, Wagner and Henry James are among the others
who for a longer or shorter time made the city their own, together with the two great
Anglo-American painters James McNeill Whistler and John Singer Sargent. The survey ends with the
insufferable ;Baron Corvo;, who poisoned the life of the British colony in Venice in the years
immediately before the First World War.John Julius Norwich has long been the foremost authority on
Venice and in Paradise of Cities he confirms his reputation as an unparalleled historical storyteller.
His book will delight and fascinate all lovers of this remarkable city.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Venice John Julius Norwich, 1990
  a history of venice john julius norwich: A Traveller's Companion to Venice John Julius
Norwich, 2002 Views of the city of lagoons and gondolas; Henry James was passionate: 'You desire
to embrace it, to caress it, to possess it...', whereas Mark Twain found St Mark's 'so ugly... Propped
on its long row of thick-legged columns, its back knobbed with domes, it seems like a vast, warty bug
taking a mediaeval walk.' Reactions to Venice have been, throughout the ages, astonishingly
different. John Julius Norwich has produced a dazzling anthology from the writings of Byron, Goethe,
Wagner, Casanova, Jan Morris, Robert Browning, and Horace Walpole, among many others. From
the days of the sixth century, when lagoon-dwellers lived 'like sea-birds' in huts built on heaps of
osiers, to the Venice of eighteenth-century revellers and nineteenth-century art lovers - the city's
many different guises are all portrayed as its inhabitants and visitors saw them.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Venice John Julius Norwich, 1977
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Five Centuries of Music in Venice Howard
Chandler Robbins Landon, John Julius Norwich, 1991
  a history of venice john julius norwich: A Companion to Venetian History, 1400-1797 ,
2013-07-11 The field of Venetian studies has experienced a significant expansion in recent years,
and the Companion to Venetian History, 1400-1797 provides a single volume overview of the most
recent developments. It is organized thematically and covers a range of topics including political
culture, economy, religion, gender, art, literature, music, and the environment. Each chapter
provides a broad but comprehensive historical and historiographical overview of the current state
and future directions of research. The Companion to Venetian History, 1400-1797 represents a new
point of reference for the next generation of students of early modern Venetian studies, as well as
more broadly for scholars working on all aspects of the early modern world. Contributors are Alfredo
Viggiano, Benjamin Arbel, Michael Knapton, Claudio Povolo, Luciano Pezzolo, Anna Bellavitis, Anne
Schutte, Guido Ruggiero, Benjamin Ravid, Silvana Seidel Menchi, Cecilia Cristellon, David D’Andrea,
Elisabeth Crouzet-Pavan, Wolfgang Wolters, Dulcia Meijers, Massimo Favilla, Ruggero Rugolo,
Deborah Howard, Linda Carroll, Jonathan Glixon, Paul Grendler, Edward Muir, William Eamon,
Edoardo Demo, Margaret King, Mario Infelise, Margaret Rosenthal and Ronnie Ferguson.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: The Inquisitor Phil Erk, The Old Heretic, His Wife,



2012-06 As the second book in the CHAIN OF WITNESSES series opens, Anseo and Eveline
Tescher's grandson, James, has just turned 13. His father, Henry, is trying to counsel him about
some important decisions he needs to make. Choices made by James' family will land them in jail as
heretics and lead to serious consequences for everyone. Will the outcome of all these choices help
him move his life in the right direction? Join the Tescher family and many other historical figures.
You will experience their heartache, humanly insurmountable obstacles, and surprising events along
this incredible journey of faith. One of the historical characters that we will meet is the Little Greek
engineer, Sorbolo who suggested a feat of war second only to Hannibal's elephants crossing the
Alps. Two other historical persons of interest are the opposing generals Sforza and Piccinino, who
were both involved in an incident that was stranger than fiction. We cannot omit the historical hero
of faith, the Lollard Peter English, the 'Braveheart' of Bohemia. We hope you will enjoy meeting Sir
George as much as we did. He will draw out a wide range of emotions. This knight was an unplanned
character that won our hearts and wrote himself into our story. In this link of the CHAIN OF
WITNESSES, The Old Heretic and His Wife have made every effort to give the reader a greater
sense of appreciation for the sacrifices made to keep the gospel alive. It may also provide a glimpse
into our own future as the end time draws closer. If you happen to read THE INQUISITOR first, it
will not diminish your enjoyment of THE OVERCOMERS, if you read it later. Be looking for book
three, THE GREEK PRINTING PRESS coming soon.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: The Middle Sea John Julius Norwich, 2007 This text
examines characters from the history of the Mediterranean - dissolute popes and wily emperors,
generals and queens who were powers behind the throne. It also deals with naval and military
history - from the Crusades to the expulsion of the Moors from Spain.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: The Middle Sea John Julius Norwich, 2006 The
Mediterranean has nurtured three of the most dazzling civilizations of antiquity-Egypt, Greece and
Rome. It has witnessed the birth or growth of three of our greatest religions-Judaism, Christianity
and Islam. It links three of the world's six continents-Europe, Asia and Africa. To the peoples living
around its periphery, it has served at various time as a cradle and a grave, a bond and a barrier, a
blessing and a battlefield. It has inspired writers from Homer and Virgil to Norman Douglas and
Patrick Leigh Fermor. Geographically, it is unlike any other sea in the world; in historical
importance also, it stands alone.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: The Return of Great Power Rivalry Matthew
Kroenig, 2020 This book seeks to answer to a central international politics: why do great powers rise
and fall? It provides an innovative argument about how domestic political institutions are the key to
a state's ability to amass power and influence in the international system. This text also offers a
sweeping historical analysis of democratic and autocratic competitors from ancient Greece through
the Cold War. This book employs a unique framework to understand and analyze the state of today's
competition between the democratic United States and its autocratic competitors, Russia and China.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: The Rough Guide to Venice & the Veneto
Jonathan Buckley, 2004 The Rough Guide to Venice and the Veneto is the definitive handbook to
Europe''s most beautiful city and its hinterland. The guide includes detailed accounts of all Venice''s
monuments and museums, from San Marco to the far-flung islands. There is vivid background on the
city''s history and culture, with the lowdown on the Biennale, Carnevale and other special events.
For every area, there are comprehensive reviews of restaurants, bars and accommodation in every
price range. Finally, there is detailed coverage of Verona, Padua, Vicenza, Treviso and a host of
other Veneto towns and sights.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Venice Dennis Romano, 2023-12-21 Venice, one of
the world's most storied cities, has a long and remarkable history, told here in its full scope from its
founding in the early Middle Ages to the present day. A place whose fortunes and livelihoods have
been shaped to a large degree by its relationship with water, Venice is seen in Dennis Romano's
account as a terrestrial and maritime power, whose religious, social, architectural, economic, and
political histories have been determined by its unique geography.



  a history of venice john julius norwich: A Short History of Byzantium John Julius Norwich,
1998-10-29 With wit, intelligence and his trademark eye for riveting detail, John Julius Norwich has
brought together the most important and fascinating events from his trilogy of the rise and fall of the
Byzantine empire.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Venice John Julius Norwich, 2017-07-06 Views of the
city of lagoons and gondolas; Henry James was passionate: 'You desire to embrace it, to caress it, to
possess it...', whereas Mark Twain found St Mark's 'so ugly...Propped on its long row of thick-legged
columns, its back knobbed with domes, it seems like a vast, warty bug taking a mediaeval walk.'
Reactions to Venice have been, throughout the ages, astonishingly different. John Julius Norwich has
produced a dazzling anthology from the writings of Byron, Goethe, Wagner, Casanova, Jan Morris,
Robert Browning, and Horace Walpole, among many others. From the days of the sixth century,
when lagoon-dwellers lived 'like sea-birds' in huts built on heaps of osiers, to the Venice of
eighteenth-century revellers and nineteenth-century art lovers - the city's many different guises are
all portrayed as its inhabitants and visitors saw them.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Urban Space in the Middle Ages and the Early
Modern Age Albrecht Classen, 2009-12-15 Although the city as a central entity did not simply
disappear with the Fall of the Roman Empire, the development of urban space at least since the
twelfth century played a major role in the history of medieval and early modern mentality within a
social-economic and religious framework. Whereas some poets projected urban space as a new
utopia, others simply reflected the new significance of the urban environment as a stage where their
characters operate very successfully. As today, the premodern city was the locus where different
social groups and classes got together, sometimes peacefully, sometimes in hostile terms. The
historical development of the relationship between Christians and Jews, for instance, was deeply
determined by the living conditions within a city. By the late Middle Ages, nobility and bourgeoisie
began to intermingle within the urban space, which set the stage for dramatic and far-reaching
changes in the social and economic make-up of society. Legal-historical aspects also find as much
consideration as practical questions concerning water supply and sewer systems. Moreover, the
early modern city within the Ottoman and Middle Eastern world likewise finds consideration. Finally,
as some contributors observe, the urban space provided considerable opportunities for women to
carve out a niche for themselves in economic terms.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: Stealing Venice Heather Redding, 2014-07-28 A
tale of two cities – London and Venice; of art and history; theft and food. Set against the sumptuous
backdrop of contemporary and sixteenth century Venice, this is the story of two women, Anna and
Ginevra, separated by centuries, but whose destinies are determined by the merciless chemistry of
love: for a person, a place... and a painting.
  a history of venice john julius norwich: War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in
Early Modern Venice Anastasia Stouraiti, 2023-01-05 Weaving together cultural history and critical
imperial studies, Anastasia Stouraiti shows how war and territorial expansion shaped
seventeenth-century Venetian culture and society. Using an extensive array of sources, Stouraiti
tests conventional assumptions about republicanism, commercial peace and cross-cultural exchange
and offers a new approach to the study of the Republic of Venice. By bringing the history of
communication in dialogue with empire-building and colonial conquest in the Mediterranean, this
book provides an original interpretation of the politics of knowledge in wartime Venice. Stouraiti
demonstrates that the Venetian-Ottoman War of the Morea (1684-1699) was mediated through a
diverse range of cultural mechanisms of patrician elite domination that orchestrated the production
of popular consent. Exploring the militarisation of the public sphere and the orientalist discourse
associated with it, Stouraiti exposes the surprising connections between bellicose foreign policies
and domestic power politics in a state celebrated as the most serene republic of merchants.
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