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The Civil War as a Theological Crisis: Exploring Faith Amidst Division

the civil war as a theological crisis presents a compelling lens through which to understand one of the most
tumultuous periods in American history. Beyond battles and politics, the conflict deeply challenged religious
beliefs and moral frameworks, forcing individuals and communities to wrestle with profound questions about
justice, sin, and divine will. This intersection of faith and war offers rich insights into how theology can both
shape and be shaped by historical events.

Understanding the Civil War’s Religious Context

The American Civil War (1861-1865) was not only a political and social upheaval but also a profound
theological crisis. Many people of the time viewed the conflict through a religious lens, interpreting the war as
a divine judgment or a test of moral righteousness. Churches were divided, preachers delivered passionate
sermons supporting both Union and Confederate causes, and ordinary believers struggled to reconcile the
horrors of war with their faith.

The Role of Christianity in Antebellum America

Before the war, Christianity was deeply ingrained in American society, influencing laws, social norms, and
personal values. However, differing interpretations of scripture regarding slavery and human rights created
significant divisions. The abolitionist movement found strong support among many Northern churches, which
saw slavery as a moral evil incompatible with Christian teachings. Conversely, many Southern religious
leaders defended slavery, arguing it was sanctioned by the Bible and part of God’s ordained social order.

These conflicting theological perspectives set the stage for the civil war as a theological crisis, where faith
became both a source of comfort and a battleground for competing ideologies.

Theological Debates and Divisions During the War

The conflict intensified theological debates, challenging Christians to interpret suffering, violence, and
national identity in light of their beliefs.

Slavery and Sin: A Divisive Moral Issue

At the heart of the civil war’s theological crisis was the question of slavery. Was it a sin that required
immediate abolition, or a divinely permitted institution? This question split denominations such as the Methodist
Episcopal Church and the Baptist Church, leading to schisms that mirrored the political divide.

Abolitionist preachers condemned slavery as a grave moral wrong, often invoking biblical themes of liberation
and justice. They argued that the war was a necessary punishment from God to purify the nation. On the other
hand, pro-slavery theologians cited passages from the Old and New Testaments to justify the continuation of
slavery, viewing the conflict as an unfortunate but ultimately rightful defense of their way of life.



Providence, Judgment, and the Meaning of War

Many Americans believed that God was actively shaping the course of the war. This belief in divine providence
led to interpretations of the conflict as a form of divine judgment against sin. For some in the North, victory
was seen as evidence of God’s favor and the righteousness of the abolitionist cause. In the South, suffering and
loss were sometimes understood as tests of faith or as signs of impending judgment for sins other than slavery,
such as pride or disobedience.

This theological framing helped soldiers and civilians find meaning amid the chaos, even while deepening divisions
between different religious communities.

Religious Rhetoric and the Mobilization of Faith

Religion was not just a private matter during the Civil War; it was a powerful tool for mobilizing support
and sustaining morale.

Sermons and Hymns as Instruments of War

Churches became centers of wartime propaganda, where sermons were crafted to inspire soldiers and civilians
alike. Clergy often portrayed the war as a holy struggle, imbuing the cause with spiritual significance. Hymns
and religious poetry echoed themes of sacrifice, redemption, and divine justice, helping to maintain hope during
prolonged suffering.

For example, Northern preachers would emphasize themes of liberation and the fight against evil, while Southern
ministers highlighted endurance, faithfulness, and the defense of traditional values.

Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care on the Battlefield

The presence of chaplains in both armies illustrates the importance of religion during the war. These spiritual
leaders provided comfort to wounded soldiers, conducted funerals, and offered prayers for victory. Their role
was vital in maintaining soldiers’ morale and helping them cope with the trauma of combat.

The chaplaincy also reflected the broader theological crisis: chaplains had to navigate diverse beliefs and
reconcile the brutality of war with their commitment to peace and compassion.

Long-Term Theological Implications of the Civil War

The civil war as a theological crisis did not end with the cessation of hostilities; its impact reverberated
through American religious life for generations.

Shifts in Religious Thought and Social Reform

The war prompted many Christians to reconsider traditional interpretations of scripture and the role of the
church in society. The abolition of slavery forced denominations to confront issues of racial justice and
equality more directly. Some religious groups became more actively involved in social reform movements,
advocating for civil rights, education, and reconciliation.



The Legacy of Division and Reconciliation

Denominational splits caused by the war took decades to heal, reflecting the deep wounds inflicted by the
theological crisis. Yet, the process of reconciliation also spurred new dialogues about faith, morality, and
national identity. Churches played a crucial role in promoting healing, emphasizing themes of forgiveness and
unity grounded in Christian teachings.

Reflecting on the Civil War as a Theological Crisis Today

Studying the civil war as a theological crisis offers valuable lessons for contemporary society. It reminds us
how deeply intertwined religion and politics can be, and how religious beliefs can both divide and unite
communities. Understanding the theological debates of that era helps illuminate ongoing discussions about
morality, justice, and the role of faith in public life.

Moreover, this perspective encourages a more nuanced view of history—one that acknowledges the complexity
of human beliefs and the challenges of living faithfully amidst conflict and change. Whether in classrooms,
places of worship, or public discourse, reflecting on this intersection of theology and history continues to
enrich our understanding of both.

In the end, the civil war as a theological crisis serves as a powerful example of how faith can shape, and be
shaped by, the most critical moments in our collective story.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did the Civil War represent a theological crisis in America?

The Civil War represented a theological crisis as it forced Americans to confront deep moral and religious
divisions, particularly over slavery. Different denominations and religious leaders interpreted scripture in
conflicting ways, some justifying slavery while others condemned it, challenging the unity of the church and the
nation's moral foundation.

What role did religious beliefs play in shaping attitudes toward slavery
during the Civil War?

Religious beliefs were central in shaping attitudes toward slavery, with abolitionists citing Christian
principles of equality and justice to oppose it, while pro-slavery advocates used biblical passages to defend
the institution. This theological divide intensified tensions and framed the war as not only a political but also
a moral and spiritual conflict.

How did the Civil War impact American religious denominations?

The Civil War caused significant splits within American religious denominations, such as the Methodist and
Baptist churches, which divided along sectional lines. These schisms reflected broader national conflicts and
led to lasting denominational divisions that highlighted the war's role as a theological crisis.

In what ways did sermons and religious rhetoric influence public opinion
during the Civil War?

Sermons and religious rhetoric were powerful tools for shaping public opinion, as preachers on both sides
invoked divine will to justify their causes. Northern clergy often framed the war as a holy struggle against sin
and injustice, while Southern ministers portrayed it as a defense of God's ordained social order, intensifying the



theological stakes of the conflict.

How did the outcome of the Civil War affect theological interpretations of
justice and reconciliation in America?

The outcome of the Civil War prompted theologians to revisit interpretations of justice, reconciliation, and
forgiveness. The abolition of slavery was seen by many as a vindication of moral righteousness, while the need
for national healing inspired religious calls for forgiveness and unity, influencing post-war theology and
social ethics in America.

Additional Resources
The Civil War as a Theological Crisis: An Analytical Review

the civil war as a theological crisis represents a profound dimension often overshadowed by the political and
economic narratives traditionally associated with the conflict. Beyond the battlefield and legislative
chambers, the American Civil War (1861-1865) was deeply entwined with theological debates that
questioned the moral fabric of the nation. This article explores how religious ideologies, doctrinal disputes,
and theological interpretations shaped both the causes and consequences of the war, revealing the Civil War
as not merely a political upheaval but a crisis of faith and conscience.

Religious Underpinnings of the Civil War

The Civil War’s origins cannot be fully understood without acknowledging the significant role religion played
in framing the moral arguments on both sides. The 19th century United States was a deeply religious society
where Christianity, particularly Protestantism, influenced social norms and political decisions. The sectional
divide between the North and South was not only geographical and economic but also theological.

Southern Christians often defended slavery by invoking Biblical justification, arguing that the institution was
sanctioned by scripture and part of the divine order. Conversely, abolitionists in the North framed slavery as a
profound sin, incompatible with Christian ethics and the principles of human dignity. This moral dichotomy
transformed the conflict into a theological crisis, challenging the nation’s collective conscience.

The Role of Protestant Denominations

Key Protestant denominations fractured along regional lines, illustrating how theology fueled political
division. The Methodist Episcopal Church, the Baptist Church, and the Presbyterian Church each experienced
splits that mirrored the national conflict. For example:

Methodist Episcopal Church: Divided into Northern and Southern branches over slavery, reflecting
opposing theological interpretations of scripture related to human bondage.

Baptist Church: Experienced a schism, with the Southern Baptist Convention forming in 1845 primarily to
uphold slavery as biblically justified.

Presbyterian Church: Also split, with Northern Presbyterians generally opposing slavery and Southern
Presbyterians supporting it.

These denominational divisions highlight how theological disagreements exacerbated sectional tensions, making



reconciliation more difficult.

Theological Justifications and Moral Dilemmas

The Civil War as a theological crisis extended beyond denominational splits to encompass broader moral
dilemmas faced by clergy and laypeople alike. Many religious leaders found themselves wrestling with
conflicting interpretations of scripture and doctrine in the context of national upheaval.

Pro-Slavery Theology

Southern theologians often relied on selective Biblical texts to defend slavery. Passages from the Old
Testament, such as those in Leviticus and Exodus, as well as New Testament references in Ephesians and
Timothy, were interpreted as tacit endorsements of the institution. This theological framework was underpinned
by the belief in a divinely ordained social hierarchy, where slavery was seen as a natural and beneficial
arrangement.

Proponents argued that slavery introduced Africans to Christianity and civilization, framing it as a
paternalistic duty rather than exploitation. This interpretation, however, ignored the broader Christian
principles of love, justice, and equality, highlighting a significant moral dissonance.

Abolitionist Theology

Northern abolitionists, many of whom were motivated by evangelical revivalism, advanced a counter-theology
emphasizing the inherent dignity of all humans. Influential figures like William Lloyd Garrison and Harriet
Beecher Stowe invoked Christian ethics to condemn slavery as a sin that corrupted both the enslaved and the
enslaver.

This perspective drew heavily on the Golden Rule and the teachings of Jesus about love and liberation. For
abolitionists, the Civil War was a divine mission to cleanse the nation of its greatest moral failing. The
conflict thus became a test of America’s fidelity to Christian values.

Impact on Religious Practice and Thought

The Civil War as a theological crisis also had enduring effects on religious practice and theological thought
in America. The war challenged believers to reconcile faith with the realities of violence, suffering, and national
division.

Religious Rhetoric and War Propaganda

Both Union and Confederate leaders employed religious rhetoric to galvanize support. President Abraham
Lincoln famously framed the war in moral and religious terms, suggesting that the conflict was a form of
divine punishment for the sin of slavery. His Second Inaugural Address is often cited as a profound theological
reflection on justice and reconciliation.

Similarly, Confederate leaders portrayed their cause as a righteous defense of a divinely sanctioned social
order. This use of theology as wartime propaganda deepened the war’s theological crisis by entwining faith
with nationalist agendas.



The Emergence of New Theological Movements

In the aftermath of the war, the theological landscape shifted. The trauma and devastation prompted new
theological reflections on suffering, redemption, and reconciliation. Movements such as the Social Gospel
emerged, emphasizing social justice and the application of Christian ethics to societal problems.

Moreover, the war catalyzed debates about biblical interpretation, leading to the rise of more critical and
historical approaches to scripture. The theological crisis of the Civil War thus contributed to a
transformation in American religious thought.

Comparing the Civil War’s Theological Crisis to Other Historical
Contexts

Understanding the Civil War as a theological crisis invites comparison with other conflicts where religion
played a critical role. Unlike purely political wars, theological crises involve fundamental questions about
morality, divine will, and human purpose.

Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648): Rooted in religious conflict between Protestant and Catholic
states, highlighting how theological disputes can ignite prolonged violence.

Reformation Era: Showed how doctrinal disagreements could lead to societal fragmentation and war,
similar to the denominational splits seen in the American Civil War.

Contemporary Conflicts: Modern wars involving religious extremism reflect ongoing challenges where
theology intersects with political power.

These comparisons underscore the Civil War’s place within a broader historical pattern where theology acts
as both a catalyst and a battlefield for ideological struggles.

Pros and Cons of Viewing the Civil War Through a Theological Lens

Analyzing the Civil War as a theological crisis offers several advantages:

Pros: Provides deeper insight into the moral and ideological motivations behind the conflict; reveals the
complexity of historical narratives; highlights the role of religion in shaping political identity.

Cons: Risks oversimplifying economic and political causes; may underrepresent secular factors; could
lead to biased interpretations favoring religious explanations.

Balancing these perspectives allows for a nuanced understanding of the Civil War’s multifaceted nature.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of a Theological Crisis

The civil war as a theological crisis remains a critical framework for understanding the profound moral and
spiritual questions the conflict raised. Far from being a mere political struggle, the war was a moment when



America’s religious convictions were tested, fractured, and reshaped. The theological debates over slavery,
divine justice, and human dignity not only influenced the course of the war but also left an indelible mark on
American religious and cultural identity. Today, revisiting this dimension offers valuable lessons on how faith
can both divide and unite societies in times of crisis.

The Civil War As A Theological Crisis

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-087/Book?dataid=TEb11-6458&title=mecole-hardman-injury-history.pdf

  the civil war as a theological crisis: The Civil War as a Theological Crisis Mark A. Noll,
2006 Although Christian believers agreed that the Bible was authoritative and that it should be
interpreted through commonsense principles, there was rampant disagreement about what
Scripture taught about slavery. This book tells how most Americans were radically divided in their
interpretations of what God was doing in and through the Civil War.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Bishop McIlvaine, Slavery, Britain & the Civil War
Richard W. Smith, 2014 Bishop Charles P. McIlvaine was an important figure in nineteenth century
America. As one of the leading evangelicals in the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Ohioan became
the pivotal figure in the evangelical Episcopal-Anglican community. Famed as a preacher and
speaker, his books and pamphlets were read by trans-Atlantic audience. His endeavors in the United
Kingdom resulted in honorary degrees from Cambridge University and Oxford University. Aware of
his reputation in England, the Lincoln Administration sent him to Britain in 1861. Working with
Thurlow Weed, he sought to swing middle and upper class opinion into a pro-federal position. After
six months abroad, his persuasive leadership induced the Federal Episcopal Convention to support
the union war effort, which included Lincoln's emancipation policy. In this first biography of
McIlvaine, Smith mined British and American sources never before utilized. The book reveals the
bishop's complex persona. a rich and, at times, sorrowful family saga unfolds. As a reformer, he
became an anti-slave advocate. This groundbreaking account develops the struggles encountered
and the significance of the informal mission for federal policies. The political overtones in his
friendship with the Prince of Wales are examined. Comfortable in any secular or military
environment, McIlvaine's other wartime activities enabled him to report to Lincoln when necessary.
In later years, he undertook length sojourns in England as he was busy with English and European
religious questions. Dying in Italy, he was honored in Britain and America.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: The Routledge Sourcebook of Religion and the
American Civil War Robert R. Mathisen, 2014-10-24 In recent years, the intersection of religion
and the American Civil War has been the focus of a growing area of scholarship. However, primary
sources on this subject are housed in many different archives and libraries scattered across the U.S.,
and are often difficult to find. The Routledge Sourcebook of Religion and the American Civil War
collects these sources into a single convenient volume, the most comprehensive collection of primary
source material on religion and the Civil War ever brought together. With chapters organized both
chronologically and thematically, and highlighting the experiences of soldiers, women, African
Americans, chaplains, clergy, and civilians, this sourcebook provides a rich array of resources for
scholars and students that highlights how religion was woven throughout the events of the war.
Sources collected here include: • Sermons • Song lyrics • Newspaper articles • Letters • Diary
entries • Poetry • Excerpts from books and memoirs • Artwork and photographs Introductions by
the editor accompany each chapter and individual document, contextualizing the sources and

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-094/files?ID=WKC95-2830&title=the-civil-war-as-a-theological-crisis.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-087/Book?dataid=TEb11-6458&title=mecole-hardman-injury-history.pdf


showing how they relate to the overall picture of religion and the war. Beginning students of
American history and seasoned scholars of the Civil War alike will greatly benefit from having easy
access to the full texts of original documents that illustrate the vital role of religion in the country’s
most critical conflict.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: The Oxford Handbook of the American Civil War Lorien
Foote, Earl J. Hess, 2021 Assembles contributions from thirty-nine leading historians of the
American Civil War into a coherent attempt to assess the war's impact on American society
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Liberalism, Theology, and the Performative in
Antebellum American Literature Patrick McDonald, 2023-09-19 The 1850s United States
witnessed a far-reaching political, social, and economic crisis. Symptomatic of this, a wide range of
narrative fiction from sentimental novels to sensational drama identifies a foundational link between
liberal institutions and performative utterances. Auctions, trials, marriages, and contracts, this
fiction contends, all depend on the self-constituting authority of words and performances which
anybody and everybody can appropriate and are always subject to misfiring. Rather than viewing
this as a liberatory and egalitarian political force, however, writers from Herman Melville and James
Fenimore Cooper to Captain Mayne Reid and E.D.E.N. Southworth insist that such naked authority
must be supplemented. A broad swath of 1850s literature insists that this supplement ought to come
from Christianity. Anticipating thinkers like Carl Schmitt and Giorgio Agamben, these works suggest
that legitimate political authority depends upon its ability to represent Christian transcendence and
account for revealed truth, something firmly outside of speech acts’ and performance’s purview. In
so doing, this diverse body of fiction registers a desire to reconstitute political authority on
transcendent and representable ground, augmenting institutional reliance on mere words and
assuaging the contemporary crises of confidence and authority.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Teaching the Literatures of the American Civil War
Colleen Glenney Boggs, 2016-08-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching the literatures of the
American Civil War in the college classroom, including considerations of history, slavery, literary
realism, race, gender, landscapes, violence, trauma, life writing, and performance. Includes
information on editions, reference works, biographies, and online resources. Gives syllabus
suggestions for undergraduate and graduate courses.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: New Perspectives on Civil War-Era Kentucky John
David Smith, 2023-07-01 As a Unionist but also proslavery state during the American Civil War,
Kentucky occupied a contentious space both politically and geographically. In many ways, its
pragmatic attitude toward compromise left it in a cultural no-man's-land. The constant negotiation
between the state's nationalistic and Southern identities left many Kentuckians alienated and
conflicted. Lincoln referred to Kentucky as the crown jewel of the Union slave states due to its
sizable population, agricultural resources, and geographic position, and these advantages, coupled
with the state's difficult relationship to both the Union and slavery, ultimately impacted the outcome
of the war. Despite Kentucky's central role, relatively little has been written about the aftermath of
the Civil War in the state and how the conflict shaped the commonwealth we know today. New
Perspectives on Civil War–Era Kentucky offers readers ten essays that paint a rich and complex
image of Kentucky during the Civil War. First appearing in the Register of the Kentucky Historical
Society, these essays cover topics ranging from women in wartime to Black legislators in the
postwar period. From diverse perspectives, both inside and outside the state, the contributors shine
a light on the complicated identities of Kentucky and its citizens in a defining moment of American
history.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: America's Unending Civil War William Nester,
2024-03-31 Explores the Civil War’s related and enduring conflicts of ideas and principles through
four centuries of a nation’s history. The Civil War fascinates Americans like no other war in their
history. Many Americans are still fighting some of the war’s issues in an Odyssey that stretches back
to the first settlement and will persist until the end of time. The war itself was an Iliad of brilliant
generals like Grant, Sherman, and Sheridan for the Union, or Lee, Jackson, and Forrest for the



Confederacy; epic battles like Gettysburg and Chickamauga; epic sieges like Vicksburg and
Petersburg; and epic naval combats such as Monitor versus Merrimack, or Kearsarge versus
Alabama. It was America’s most horrific war, with more dead than all others combined. Around
625,000 soldiers and 125,000 civilians died from various causes, bringing the total to 750,000
people. Of 31 million Americans, 2.1 million northerners and 880,000 southerners donned uniforms.
Why did eleven states eventually ban together to rebel against the United States? President
Jefferson Davis began an answer when he said: ‘If the Confederacy falls, there should be written on
its tombstone, Died of a Theory.’ That theory justified the enslavement of blacks by whites as a
natural right and duty of a superior race over an inferior race; a theory, it was believed, that morally
and economically elevated both races. Although slavery was the Civil War’s core cause, there were
related chronic conflicts over the nature of government, citizenship, liberty, property, equality,
wealth, race, identity, justice, crime, voting, power, and history – some of which issues have never
entirely gone away. America’s Unending Civil War is unique among thousands of books on the
subject. None before has explored the Civil War’s related and enduring conflicts of ideas and
principles through four centuries of a nation’s history.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: A Companion to the U.S. Civil War, 2 Volume Set
Aaron Sheehan-Dean, 2020-05-05 A Companion to the U.S. Civil War presents a comprehensive
historiographical collection of essays covering all major military, political, social, and economic
aspects of the American Civil War (1861-1865). Represents the most comprehensive coverage
available relating to all aspects of the U.S. Civil War Features contributions from dozens of experts
in Civil War scholarship Covers major campaigns and battles, and military and political figures, as
well as non-military aspects of the conflict such as gender, emancipation, literature, ethnicity,
slavery, and memory
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Ex Auditu - Volume 22 Klyne Snodgrass, 2007-04-01 Ex
Auditu began as the journal incorporating the papers of the Fredrick Neumann Symposium of
Princeton Theological Seminary. After the first four volumes the journal began publishing the papers
from the North Park Symposium on the Theological Interpretation of Scripture. The intent from the
first has been to provide a forum for doing interdisciplinary theology from a biblical perspective for
the benefit of the Church. Each annual publication focuses on a topic crucial to the life of today's
Church. Additionally, each issue contains an annotated bibliography and a sermon, which makes it a
practical guide for pastors. EDITOR: Dr. Stephen Chester, Associate Professor of New Testament
North Park Theological Seminary EDITOR EMERITUS: Dr. Klyne R. Snodgrass, Paul W. Brandel
Professor of New Testament Studies at North Park Theological Seminary ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Dr.
D. Christopher Spinks, Acquisitions Editor at Wipf and Stock Publishers. EDITORIAL BOARD:
Terence E. Fretheim, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN; Richard B. Hays, Duke Divinity School,
Durham, NC; Jon R. Stock, Wipf and Stock Publishers, Eugene, OR; Miroslav Volf, Yale Divinity
School, New Haven, CT; John Wipf, Wipf and Stock Publishers, Eugene, OR SUBSCRIPTION
INFORMATION: Individuals: U.S.A. and all other countries (in U.S. funds)-$20.00 / Students-$12.00
Institutions: $30 in the U.S., and $40 for international shipments (in U.S. funds) To subscribe: Send
pertinent information to Wipf and Stock Publishers at orders@wipfandstock.com and indicate your
preferred method of payment. Back issues are available through Wipf and Stock Publishers.
Symposium on the Theological Interpretation of Scripture at North Park DETAILS: For more
information about the symposium click here. INQUIRIES: Other inquiries should be addressed to one
of the following: Dr. Dennis Edwards, Associate Professor of New Testament North Park Theological
Seminary 3225 W. Foster Ave. Chicago, IL 60625 Telephone: (773) 244-6238 / Email
sdredwareds@northpark.edu Chris Spinks, Acquisitions Editor Wipf and Stock Publishers 199 W. 8th
Ave., Ste. 3 Eugene, OR 97401 Telephone: (541) 344-1528 / Fax: (541) 344-1506 / Email:
chris@wipfandstock.com
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Causes of the Civil War Shane Mountjoy, Tim
McNeese, 2009 Examines the sectional rivalries that surfaced in the early 19th century and
intensified in the decades leading up to the war.



  the civil war as a theological crisis: Mennonites, Amish, and the American Civil War
James O. Lehman, Steven M. Nolt, 2007-11-05 Explores the moral dilemmas faced by various
religious sects and how these groups struggled to come to terms with the effects of wartime
Americanization-- without sacrificing their religious beliefs and values.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Religion and the American Civil War Randall M.
Miller, Harry S. Stout, Charles Reagan Wilson, 1998-11-05 The sixteen essays in this volume, all
previously unpublished, address the little considered question of the role played by religion in the
American Civil War. The authors show that religion, understood in its broadest context as a culture
and community of faith, was found wherever the war was found. Comprising essays by such scholars
as Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Drew Gilpin Faust, Mark Noll, Reid Mitchell, Harry Stout, and Bertram
Wyatt-Brown, and featuring an afterword by James McPherson, this collection marks the first step
towards uncovering this crucial yet neglected aspect of American history.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Turning Points in American Church History Elesha J.
Coffman, 2024-01-30 Christianity Today 2025 Book Award Finalist (History/Biography) An excellent
resource for those eager to learn more about the evolution of American Christianity.--Publishers
Weekly Well-informed and highly readable.--Christianity Today (5-star review) American history has
profoundly shaped, and been shaped by, Christianity. This engaging introduction provides a brisk
and lively yet deeply researched survey of these intertwined forces from the colonial period to the
present. Elesha Coffman tells the story of Christianity in the United States by focusing on 13 key
events over four centuries of history. The turning points are as varied as the movements they track,
including a naval battle, a revival, a schism, a court case, an outpouring of the Spirit, an act of
terrorism, the election of a bishop, and the election of a president. Coffman highlights women and
men from a range of traditions and shows how, throughout these events, Christians endeavored to
discern what it meant to live faithfully in the diverse and rapidly changing place that became the
United States. This book helps readers understand their own faith and the landscape of American
religion. Each chapter includes a hymn, a prayer, relevant historical images, excerpts from primary
sources, and resources for further reading. Foreword by Mark A. Noll.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: Lincoln and Democratic Statesmanship Michael P.
Zuckert, 2020-05-05 Our ideas of statesmanship are fraught with seeming contradictions: The
democratic statesman is true to the people’s wishes and views—but also capable of standing against
popular opinion when necessary. The statesman rises above conflicts and seeks compromise
between parties—but also stands firmly for what is right. Abraham Lincoln, perhaps more than any
other political figure in US history, affords us an opportunity to evaluate the philosophical, political,
and practical implications of these paradoxical propositions. Asking whether and how Lincoln acted
in a statesmanly manner at critical moments, the authors of this volume aim to clarify what precisely
statesmanship might be; their work illuminates important themes and events in Lincoln’s career
even as it broadens and sharpens our understanding of the general nature of statesmanship. One of
Lincoln’s abiding themes was foreshadowed in his Lyceum Address, delivered when he was not yet
thirty: the call for the prevalence of a sort of public opinion that he characterized as a political
religion. As it relates to democratic statesmanship, what does Lincoln’s political religion have to do
with religion per se? How, in his role as statesman as a master of democratic speech, did Lincoln
handle the two major issues he faced as a political leader: slavery and the war? In attempting to
meet the demand that he use acceptable means to achieve his ends, did Lincoln—can any
statesman—keep his hands clean? Are there inevitable transgressions that a statesman must
commit? These are among the topics the authors take on as they consider Lincoln’s democratic and
rhetorical statesmanship, on occasion drawing comparisons with his contemporaries Henry Clay and
Stephen Douglas or even such a distant forerunner as Pericles. Finally, framing statesmanship in
terms of three factors—knowledge of the political good of a community, circumstance, and the best
possible action in light of these two—this volume renders a nuanced, deeply informed judgment on
what distinguishes Lincoln as a statesman, and what distinguishes a statesman from a (mere)
politician.



  the civil war as a theological crisis: The Oxford Handbook of the Bible in America Paul C.
Gutjahr, 2017 Early Americans have long been considered A People of the Book Because the
nickname was coined primarily to invoke close associations between Americans and the Bible, it is
easy to overlook the central fact that it was a book-not a geographic location, a monarch, or even a
shared language-that has served as a cornerstone in countless investigations into the formation and
fragmentation of early American culture. Few books can lay claim to such powers of
civilization-altering influence. Among those which can are sacred books, and for Americans principal
among such books stands the Bible. This Handbook is designed to address a noticeable void in
resources focused on analyzing the Bible in America in various historical moments and in
relationship to specific institutions and cultural expressions. It takes seriously the fact that the Bible
is both a physical object that has exercised considerable totemic power, as well as a text with a
powerful intellectual design that has inspired everything from national religious and educational
practices to a wide spectrum of artistic endeavors to our nation's politics and foreign policy. This
Handbook brings together a number of established scholars, as well as younger scholars on the rise,
to provide a scholarly overview--rich with bibliographic resources--to those interested in the Bible's
role in American cultural formation.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: In Defense of Civility James Calvin Davis, 2010-01-01
James Davis provides helpful insight into controversial issues facing twenty-first-century Americans.
Even those who disagree with his conclusions will find this a splendid contribution to a more civil
public conversation.---Rev. J. Philip Wogaman, Professor Emeritus of Christian Ethics. Wesley
Theological Seminary. Washington. DC. and author of Moral Dilemmas: An Introduction to Christian
Ethics A gentle and penetrating reminder of the role that religion can play in helping us think
through deep problems.---Bill McKibben, author of Eaarth: Making a Life on a Tough New Planet
This broad-minded and intelligent book is a must-read for all who are interested in finding common
ground amidst our nation's divisive political, cultural, and religious conflicts.---Dr. David P. Gushee,
Distinguished University Professor of Christian Ethics. Mercer University. Attanta, Georgia Davis
combines just the right amount of accessibility, historical knowledge, and depth to make this book
an excellent and significant contribution to the cavernous collection of literature on religion and
public debate.---Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, Associate Professor of Theology. Bellamine University
Louisville. Kentucky, and coeditor with Rebecca Todd Peters of To Do Justice: A Guide for
Progressive Christians From abortion, homosexuality, euthanasia, and stem-cell research, to war,
poverty, and the environment, this timely book considers religion's impact on moral debates in
America's past and present. James Calvin Davis argues for religion's potential to enrich both the
content and the civility of public conversation. This book will interest all concerned citizens yearning
for more careful thinking about the role of religion in public debate.
  the civil war as a theological crisis: A New History of the Sermon Robert H. Ellison, 2010
This collection offers fresh perspectives on British and American preaching in the nineteenth
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human nature. In Defense of Faith asserts that the belief in the sanctity and equality of all humans at
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