elaine scarry the body in pain

Elaine Scarry The Body in Pain: Exploring the Intersection of Pain, Language, and Power

elaine scarry the body in pain is a phrase that resonates deeply within the realms of philosophy, literature,
and critical theory. Elaine Scarry’s seminal work, *The Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the
World*, published in 1985, remains a profound exploration of how physical pain shapes human experience,
language, and societal structures. If you’re curious about the intricate relationship between suffering and

expression, or how pain influences creation and destruction, Scarry’s insights offer a compelling journey.

Understanding Elaine Scarry’s Perspective on Pain

Elaine Scarry approaches pain not just as a biological or medical condition but as a fundamental force that
disrupts the very fabric of human existence. In *The Body in Pain*, she argues that intense physical pain
has the unique power to obliterate language. When a person experiences excruciating pain, they often find
themselves unable to articulate their suffering effectively. This phenomenon challenges the assumption

that language can fully capture human experience.

The Inexpressibility of Pain

One of the most striking ideas in *The Body in Pain* is the assertion that pain resists language. Scarry
writes about how extreme suffering can render individuals speechless, as the internal experience of agony
overwhelms their capacity to communicate. This inexpressibility is not just a personal limitation but a

philosophical puzzle: how can we understand or empathize with what cannot be adequately described?

This insight has influenced many scholars interested in the philosophy of language and trauma studies. It
raises important questions about empathy and the limits of human connection. If pain cannot be fully shared

through words, how do societies recognize and respond to suffering?

The Relationship Between Pain and Power

Beyond its effect on language, *The Body in Pain* delves into how pain functions as a tool of power and
control. Scarry examines torture and war as contexts where inflicting physical pain becomes a deliberate
strategy to dominate others. Pain here is weaponized, used to destroy not only the body but also the

victim’s autonomy and will.

This connection between pain and power has significant implications for understanding political violence



and human rights abuses. Scarry’s work invites readers to consider how the infliction of pain can
dehumanize individuals and disrupt social bonds. It also challenges us to think critically about systems that

perpetuate suffering.

Elaine Scarry the Body in Pain and the Creation of Meaning

Interestingly, Scarry also explores the transformational potential of pain. While pain initially annihilates
language, the struggle to express suffering can lead to the creation of new meanings and cultural artifacts.

This paradox reflects the complex role of pain in human life.

Pain as a Catalyst for Creativity

In *The Body in Pain*, Scarry suggests that the effort to communicate pain drives human creativity. From
literature and art to political activism, the attempt to represent suffering can produce powerful works that
reconfigure our understanding of the world. This creative process is essential to what Scarry calls "the

making of the world" — the ways humans construct meaning and order out of chaos and destruction.

Healing Through Expression

The act of narrating pain, even imperfectly, can be a form of healing. By giving voice to suffering,
individuals reclaim some control over their experience. This insight is particularly relevant in therapeutic

contexts, where storytelling and artistic expression are used to help trauma survivors process their pain.

Why Elaine Scarry the Body in Pain Still Matters Today

Decades after its publication, *The Body in Pain* remains a vital text for anyone interested in the
intersections of pain, language, ethics, and politics. Its relevance spans multiple disciplines, including

philosophy, psychology, literature, and human rights advocacy.

Influence on Contemporary Thought

Scarry’s analysis has shaped contemporary discussions about trauma and testimony. Scholars in fields like
trauma studies often cite her work to highlight the challenges victims face when attempting to

communicate their experiences. Moreover, her exploration of torture has informed debates on international



law and human rights.

Applications in Medicine and Psychology

In medical humanities and pain management, Scarry’s insights encourage professionals to consider the
subjective and communicative aspects of pain. Understanding that pain can inhibit language underscores

the importance of empathetic care and alternative methods of assessment, such as nonverbal cues.

Key Themes and Takeaways from The Body in Pain

To better grasp the depth of Elaine Scarry’s work, it’s helpful to outline some of the central themes she

addresses:

The Collapse of Language: Intense physical pain disrupts one’s ability to use language effectively.

¢ Pain as a Form of Domination: Torture and war employ pain to exert control and destroy

individuality.

The Paradox of Creation: While pain deconstructs, it also inspires creation and the search for

meaning.

The Role of Empathy: The inexpressibility of pain challenges how we understand and empathize

with others.

Political and Ethical Implications: Pain and its infliction raise profound questions about justice and

human rights.

Exploring Further: How to Engage with Elaine Scarry’s Ideas

If *The Body in Pain* has piqued your interest, there are several ways to deepen your understanding of

Scarry’s thought:



Read Related Works

Beyond her famous book, Elaine Scarry has written essays and lectures that expand on her ideas. Exploring

her other writings can provide context about her philosophical approach and the evolution of her thinking.

Engage with Critiques and Discussions

Many scholars have engaged critically with Scarry’s concepts, offering alternative perspectives or
elaborations. Reading these discussions can enrich your comprehension and highlight ongoing debates about

pain and representation.

Reflect on Personal and Societal Contexts

Consider how the themes in *The Body in Pain* relate to current events, such as debates on torture, war,
or medical ethics. Reflecting on your own experiences with pain and communication can also reveal the

work’s personal relevance.

Final Thoughts on Elaine Scarry The Body in Pain

Elaine Scarry’s *The Body in Pain* is more than a philosophical treatise; it is a profound meditation on the
human condition. By exploring how pain challenges language and power structures, Scarry opens a space
for greater empathy and understanding. Her work reminds us that beneath the surface of suffering lies a

complex interplay between destruction and creation, silence and expression, domination and resistance.

Whether you are a student, a professional in the humanities or health fields, or simply a curious reader,
engaging with Elaine Scarry the body in pain offers valuable insights into the ways pain shapes our world

and ourselves.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Elaine Scarry's book 'The Body in Pain'?

The central theme of Elaine Scarry's "The Body in Pain' is the exploration of physical pain and its effects on
the human body and mind, particularly focusing on how pain destroys language and the capacity to

communicate.



How does Elaine Scarry describe the relationship between pain and
language in 'The Body in Pain"?

Elaine Scarry argues that intense physical pain resists language and destroys the sufferer's ability to

articulate their experience, making pain inherently difficult to express or share.

‘What role does 'The Body in Pain' suggest torture plays in understanding
pain?

In 'The Body in Pain,' Scarry discusses torture as an extreme instance of pain where the body is used as a

site of political and physical control, illustrating how inflicting pain can be a tool for domination and power.

How has 'The Body in Pain' influenced contemporary discussions on pain

and suffering?

'"The Body in Pain' has significantly influenced philosophical, literary, and political discussions by providing
a framework to understand the ineffability of pain and its implications for empathy, ethics, and human

rights.

What is Elaine Scarry's perspective on the materiality of pain in "The
Body in Pain'?

Scarry emphasizes that pain is uniquely material and immediate, occupying the body in a way that is

intensely physical and often obliterates the boundary between body and self.

Does 'The Body in Pain' offer any insights on the possibility of
representing pain in art or literature?

Yes, Scarry explores how art and literature attempt to represent pain despite its inexpressibility, suggesting
that creative expression can serve as a means to approximate or communicate the experience of pain

indirectly.

Why is 'The Body in Pain' considered important in both literary and
philosophical studies?
'"The Body in Pain' is considered important because it bridges literary analysis and philosophical inquiry

into the nature of pain, providing a profound investigation into suffering, language, and the human

condition.



Additional Resources

**Elaine Scarry The Body in Pain: An In-Depth Exploration of Physical Suffering and Its Implications**

elaine scarry the body in pain is a seminal work that has profoundly influenced the fields of philosophy,
literary theory, and pain studies since its publication in 1985. Elaine Scarry’s meticulous examination of the
experience of physical pain challenges conventional understandings and offers an insightful discourse on
how pain shapes human subjectivity, communication, and even political power structures. This article
delves into the core themes of *The Body in Pain*, analyzing its philosophical framework, contributions to

pain discourse, and the broader implications it holds in contemporary thought.

Understanding the Core Thesis of Elaine Scarry’s The Body in

Pain

At its heart, *The Body in Pain* investigates the paradoxical nature of physical pain: it is both intensely
personal and yet notoriously difficult to articulate. Elaine Scarry argues that pain resists language,
effectively destroying the capacity to communicate its experience fully. This “incommunicability”
distinguishes pain from other forms of suffering or emotional distress, positioning it as a unique challenge

for empathy and understanding.

Scarry’s analysis is rooted in phenomenology and literary criticism, examining how pain deconstructs the
body’s coherence and the self’s ability to represent itself in language. The book explores how pain
annihilates the “world” for the sufferer, reducing existence to a singular focus on the physical experience.

This insight has been pivotal in reshaping how pain is conceptualized in medical humanities and beyond.

The Relationship Between Pain and Language

One of the central pillars of Scarry’s argument is that pain is a force that “destroys language.” Unlike other
sensations or emotions that can be described and shared, pain defies verbalization. This linguistic failure is
not merely a communicative gap but a fundamental erasure of the subject’s capacity to fully express their

interior experience.

Scarry posits that because pain cannot be adequately described, it becomes an isolating experience. This
isolation has profound ethical and political consequences, particularly in contexts such as torture and war,
where infliction of pain serves as a means of domination and control. The inability to speak pain effectively

strips the victim of agency and makes their suffering invisible or doubted.



Philosophical and Political Dimensions in The Body in Pain

Beyond the phenomenological investigation, *The Body in Pain* offers a compelling critique of power
structures that exploit pain as a tool. Scarry draws historical examples from torture practices to illustrate

how inflicting pain is not merely physical but a symbolic act intended to erase the victim’s subjectivity.

Torture and the Erasure of the Self

Scarry’s examination of torture reveals how pain functions as a weapon against the victim’s identity.
Torture aims to reduce individuals to a state where they cannot assert their reality or resist their
oppressors. This process is a deliberate “unmaking” of the self, where pain fractures the victim’s connection

to language, memory, and physical autonomy.

The book’s analysis extends to the ways in which states and institutions use pain to enforce power, control
populations, and silence dissent. This political dimension emphasizes the importance of understanding pain
not only as a medical or psychological concern but as a phenomenon deeply embedded in social and political

contexts.

Creation and Destruction: The Double-Edged Nature of Pain

Interestingly, Scarry does not portray pain solely as a destructive force. She also explores its paradoxical
relationship with creativity and language. While pain initially destroys words, it can also incite the creation
of new forms of expression and art. The struggle to communicate pain can lead to innovative literary and

artistic representations, expanding the boundaries of language.

This duality underscores the complexity of pain as both a deeply isolating and potentially generative
experience. It challenges simplistic narratives about suffering and invites a nuanced understanding of how

individuals cope with and transform pain.

Elaine Scarry The Body in Pain in Contemporary Contexts

Since its publication, *The Body in Pain* has become a foundational text across multiple disciplines,
including philosophy, medical humanities, trauma studies, and human rights advocacy. Its insights continue

to resonate in contemporary discussions about patient care, ethical treatment, and the politics of suffering.



Influence on Medical Humanities and Pain Studies

Scarry’s work has been instrumental in shifting how healthcare professionals and scholars approach the
subjective experience of pain. Traditionally, medicine has focused on quantifiable symptoms and objective
diagnostics. In contrast, *The Body in Pain* foregrounds the experiential and communicative challenges

that pain presents.

This has led to increased emphasis on patient narratives, empathetic listening, and the recognition of pain’s
complexity beyond mere physical symptoms. The book’s influence is evident in the development of pain

management protocols that incorporate psychological and social dimensions.

Relevance to Human Rights and Torture Discourse

In human rights activism, Scarry’s examination of pain as a tool of torture provides a framework for
understanding the mechanisms of dehumanization involved. Her analysis helps articulate why torture is

not just a violation of physical integrity but an assault on the victim’s very existence.

This perspective has informed legal arguments and advocacy efforts aimed at preventing torture and
supporting survivors. It highlights the importance of bearing witness to pain and ensuring that voices of

the afflicted are not silenced by the very nature of their suffering.

Critical Perspectives and Debates Surrounding The Body in Pain

While widely acclaimed, *The Body in Pain* has also generated critical debates. Some scholars argue that
Scarry’s focus on the inexpressibility of pain may overlook cultural variations in how pain is communicated
and understood. Anthropological studies suggest that in some societies, pain is expressed through rich

symbolic and communal practices, challenging the universality of Scarry’s thesis.

Others critique the book’s emphasis on pain’s destructive effects, questioning whether this portrayal risks
overshadowing resilience and adaptive responses to suffering. However, these critiques often acknowledge

the foundational role Scarry’s work plays in opening new avenues for inquiry.

Comparisons with Other Pain Theories

Comparing Scarry’s views with other pain theorists reveals important contrasts. For example:



e Thomas Nagel’s subjective character of experience emphasizes the internal, ineffable nature of pain,

aligning with Scarry’s focus on language breakdown but with less political framing.

e Social model of pain highlights how social and environmental factors shape pain experience and

expression, offering a complement to Scarry’s more philosophical approach.

¢ Neurological models focus on the brain mechanisms underlying pain perception, providing a

scientific counterpoint to Scarry’s phenomenological and linguistic analysis.

These perspectives collectively enrich the understanding of pain by integrating biological, social, and

existential dimensions.

The Enduring Legacy of Elaine Scarry The Body in Pain

Decades after its release, Elaine Scarry’s *The Body in Pain* remains a touchstone for anyone seeking to
grapple with the complexities of physical suffering. Its interdisciplinary reach and profound insights into

the interplay between pain, language, and power continue to inspire scholars, clinicians, and activists alike.

By illuminating the silent agony that pain inflicts and the challenges it poses to human connection, Scarry’s
work encourages ongoing reflection on how societies recognize and respond to suffering. It stands as a
powerful reminder of the need for empathy, ethical vigilance, and creative engagement in the face of one

of humanity’s most fundamental experiences.

Elaine Scarry The Body In Pain
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elaine scarry the body in pain: The Body in Pain Elaine Scarry, 1985 In this ground-breaking
meditation on pain and the literary, philosophical, political, medical, and religious vocabularies used
to describe it, Scarry analyzes physical pain within numerous contexts by examining a wide range of
original sources ranging from court transcripts to Amnesty International testimony on the effects of
torture.

elaine scarry the body in pain: The Body in the Library, 2022-06-08 The body is
increasingly understood as being at the centre of colonial and post-colonial relationships and textual
productions. Creating and circulating images of the undisciplined body of the 'other' was and is a
critical aspect of colonialism. Likewise, resistance to colonial practices was also frequently
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corporeal, with indigenous peoples appropriating, parodying, and subverting those European
practices which were used to signify the 'civilized' status of the colonizing body. The Body in the
Library reads representations of the corporeal in texts of empire; case studies include: * gendered
representations of corporeality * medical régimes ¢ ethnography and photography in the Pacific *
cultural transvestism in theatre * disease and colonial knowledge generation ¢ 'freak shows' and
colonial exhibits ¢ cinematic representations of bodies ¢ geography and the metaphorization of land
as a penetrable body * marketing the body ¢ organ transplants and the limits of the post-colonial
paradigm In viewing colonialism and resistance as a bodily phenomenon, The Body in the Library
enables new perspectives on the process of colonization and resistance. It is an important resource
for teachers and students of colonial and post-colonial literatures.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Spectacular Suffering Vivian Patraka, 1999 Surveying texts
ranging from plays and performances to films and museums, this book explores the struggle to
represent the landscape of the Holocaust.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Towards a Transcultural Future Peter H. Marsden, Geoffrey V.
Davis, 2004 The volume reflects the human rights situation in many countries from Mauritius to New
Zealand, from the Cameroon to Canada. It includes a focus on the Malawian writer Jack Mapanje.
The contributors’ concerns embrace topics as varied as denotified tribes in India, female genital
mutilation in Africa, native residential schools in Canada, political violence in Northern Ireland, the
South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and the discourse of the Treaty of Waitangi.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Feminist Theory and the Body Janet Price, Margrit Shildrick,
1999 First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

elaine scarry the body in pain: The Female Body Laurence Goldstein, 1991 Reflective essays
on women's appearance by anthropologists, poets, psychologists, artists, and historians. -- Back
cover.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Trauma and Its Representations Deborah Jenson,
2001-12-31 The author argues that mimesis not only denotes the representation of reality, but is also
a crucial concept for understanding the production of social meaning within specific historical
concepts.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Bodies, Noise and Power in Industrial Music Jason
Whittaker, Elizabeth Potter, 2022-03-09 This edited collection delves into the industrial music genre,
exploring the importance of music in (sub)cultural identity formation, and the impact of technology
on the production of music. With its roots as early as the 1970s, industrial music emerged as a
harsh, transgressive, and radically charged genre. The soundscape of the industrial is intense and
powerful, adorned with taboo images, and thematically concerned with authority and control.
Elemental to the genre is critical engagement with configurations of the body and related power.
Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, this collection analyses the treatment of subjects like the
Body (animal, human, machine), Noise (rhythmic, harsh) and Power (authority, institutions, law) in a
variety of industrial music’s elements. Throughout the collection, these three subjects are
interrogated by examining lyrics, aesthetics, music videos, song writing, performance and audience
reception. The chapters have been carefully selected to produce a diverse and intersectional
perspective, including work on Black industrial musicians and Arabic and North African women's
collaborations. Rather than providing historical context, the contributors interpret the finer
elements of the aesthetics and discourses around physical bodies and power as expressed in the
genre, expanding the ‘industrial’ boundary and broadening the focus beyond white European
industrial music.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Heavenly Bodies Sigurdson, 2016 Deep and wide study of
2,000 years of Christian thought on the human body Does Christianity scorn our bodies? Friedrich
Nietzsche thought so, and many others since him have thought the same. Ola Sigurdson contends, to
the contrary, that Christianity -- understood properly -- in fact affirms human embodiment.
Presenting his constructive contributions to theology in relation to both historical and contemporary
conceptions of the body, Sigurdson begins by investigating the anthropological implications of the



doctrine of the incarnation. He then delves into the concept of the gaze and discusses a specifically
Christian gaze of faith that focuses on God embodied in Jesus. Finally, he weaves these strands into
a contemporary Christian theology of embodiment. Sigurdson's profound engagement with the
whole history of Christian life and thought not only elucidates the spectrum of Christian perspectives
on the body but also models a way of thinking historically and systematically that other theologians
will find stimulating and challenging.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Bodies and Voices Anna Rutherford, European Association for
Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies. Conference, 2008 The articles investigate
representations in literature, both by the colonizers and colonized. Many deal with the effect the
dominant culture had on the self image of native inhabitants. They cover areas on all continents that
were colonized by European countries.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Excitable Speech Judith Butler, 2021-03-29 “When we claim
to have been injured by language, what kind of claim do we make?’ - Judith Butler, Excitable Speech
Excitable Speech is widely hailed as a tour de force and one of Judith Butler’s most important books.
Examining in turn debates about hate speech, pornography and gayness within the US military,
Butler argues that words can wound and linguistic violence is its own kind of violence. Yet she also
argues that speech is ‘excitable’ and fluid, because its effects often are beyond the control of the
speaker, shaped by fantasy, context and power structures. In a novel and courageous move, she
urges caution concerning the use of legislation to restrict and censor speech, especially in cases
where injurious language is taken up by aesthetic practices to diminish and oppose the injury, such
as in rap and popular music. Although speech can insult and demean, it is also a form of recognition
and may be used to talk back; injurious speech can reinforce power structures, but it can also repeat
power in ways that separate language from its injurious power. Skillfully showing how language’s
oppositional power resides in its insubordinate and dynamic nature and its capacity to appropriate
and defuse words that usually wound, Butler also seeks to account for why some clearly hateful
speech is taken to be iconic of free speech, while other forms are more easily submitted to
censorship. In light of current debates between advocates of freedom of speech and ‘no platform’
and cancel culture, the message of Excitable Speech remains more relevant now than ever. This
Routledge Classics edition includes a new Preface by the author, where she considers speech and
language in the context contemporary forms of political polarization.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Poetry and the Built Environment Elizabeth Fowler,
2024-05-28 Like gardens, sculptures, paintings, and architecture, Fowler argues, poems are cultural
artifacts designed to appeal to our divergent human bodies. As we move through the built
environment, we draw on our achieved expertise in negotiating its complex instructions to us. So it
is when we read. All art mobilizes our bodily expertise, deploying sophisticated conventions and
entangling the virtual with the real. As we engage with them, poems, like other artifacts, support
skilled collaborations of the sensate (our perceiving flesh) and the sensible (the perceptible
properties of the artifact), further developing our kinesthetic and cultural expertise. In ten essays,
this book explores a range of works by poets from Geoffrey Chaucer and John Milton to Seamus
Heaney and Tracy K. Smith, and by artists from Jean de Touyl and Nicholas Stone to Antonin Mercié
and Kara Walker. Fowler calls the sphere of interaction between us and such artifacts the flesh of
art, signaling the phenomenological nature of her approach. She theorizes how interactions with art
enflesh and acculturate us, making art a primary means through which we orient ourselves in
spatiality and work out our places in the social world. Writing poetics at the juncture between
aesthetics and politics, Fowler concludes with 43 theses in manifesto. Poetry and the Built
Environment insistently demonstrates art's ability to shape us. In poetry, Fowler argues, we see
how, especially when the transparency and sensibleness of the world are under stress, art equips us
with strategies for transformation.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Critical Theory and Performance Janelle G. Reinelt, Joseph R.
Roach, 1992 The first comprehensive survey of the major critical currents and approaches in the
lively field of performance studies



elaine scarry the body in pain: Human Rights and the Body Annabelle Mooney, 2016-05-13
Human Rights and the Body is a response to the crisis in human rights, to the very real concern that
without a secure foundation for the concept of human rights, their very existence is threatened.
While there has been consideration of the discourses of human rights and the way in which the body
is written upon, research in linguistics has not yet been fully brought to bear on either human rights
or the body. Drawing on legal concepts and aspects of the law of human rights, Mooney aims to
provide a universally defensible set of human rights and a foundation, or rather a frame, for them.
She argues that the proper frames for human rights are firstly the human body, seen as an index
reliant on the natural world, secondly the globe and finally, language. These three frames generate
rights to food, water, sleep and shelter, environmental protection and a right against
dehumanization. This book is essential reading for researchers and graduate students in the fields of
human rights and semiotics of law.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Medieval Mystical Women in the West John Arblaster, Rob
Faesen, 2024-07-18 This book explores the rich and varied mystical writings by and about medieval -
and a few early modern - women across Western Europe. Women had a profound and lasting impact
on the development of medieval and early modern spiritual and mystical literature, both through
their own writing and as a result of the hagiographical texts that they inspired. Bringing together
contributions by both established and emerging scholars, the volume provides a valuable overview of
medieval mystical women with a special focus on the Low Countries and Italy, regions that produced
a disproportionately high number of female mystics. The figures discussed range from Hildegard of
Bingen, Hadewijch, Mechthild of Magdeburg, Marguerite Porete, Angela of Foligno, Julian of
Norwich, and Beatrice of Nazareth to lesser-known women such as Agnes Blannbekin, Christina of
Hane, and Maria Maddalena de’ Pazzi. The chapters address topics such as the body, pain, desire,
ecstasy, stigmata, annihilation, virtue, visions, the tension between exterior and interior experience,
and the nature of mystical union itself.

elaine scarry the body in pain: The New Emily Dickinson Studies Michelle Kohler, 2019-05-16
This collection presents new approaches to Dickinson, informed by twenty-first-century theory and
methodologies. The book is indispensable for Dickinson scholars and students at all levels, as well as
scholars specializing in American literature, poetics, ecocriticism, new materialism, race, disability
studies, and feminist theory.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Formations of the Secular Talal Asad, 2003-02-03 “A dark
but brilliantly original work . . . one of the most important books on religion and the modern in
recent years.” —H-Net Reviews Opening with the provocative query “what might an anthropology of
the secular look like?” this book explores the concepts, practices, and political formations of
secularism, with emphasis on the major historical shifts that have shaped secular sensibilities and
attitudes in the modern West and the Middle East. Talal Asad proceeds to dismantle commonly held
assumptions about the secular and the terrain it allegedly covers. He argues that while
anthropologists have oriented themselves to the study of the “strangeness of the non-European
world” and to what are seen as non-rational dimensions of social life (things like myth, taboo, and
religion),the modern and the secular have not been adequately examined. The conclusion is that the
secular cannot be viewed as a successor to religion, or be seen as on the side of the rational. It is a
category with a multi-layered history, related to major premises of modernity, democracy, and the
concept of human rights. This book will appeal to anthropologists, historians, religious studies
scholars, as well as scholars working on modernity. “A difficult if stunningly eloquent book, a
response both elusive and forthright to the many shelves of ‘books on terrorism’ which this country’s
trade publishers are rushing into print.” —Bryn Mawr Review of Comparative Literature “This
wonderfully illuminating book should be read alongside the author’s Genealogies of Religion.”
—Religion “One of the most interesting scholars of religious writing today.” —Christian Scholar’s
Review “Asad’s brilliant study remains a defining piece of intellectual and scholarly contribution for
all of those interested in exploring the religious and the secular in the modern era.” —The American
Journal of Islamic Social Sciences



elaine scarry the body in pain: Reading for the Body Jay Watson, 2012-08-01 DIV]ay Watson
argues that southern literary studies has been overidealized and dominated by intellectual history
for too long. In Reading for the Body, he calls for the field to be rematerialized and grounded in an
awareness of the human body as the site where ideas, including ideas about the U.S. South itself,
ultimately happen. Employing theoretical approaches to the body developed by thinkers such as Karl
Marx, Colette Guillaumin, Elaine Scarry, and Friedrich Kittler, Watson also draws on histories of
bodily representation to mine a century of southern fiction for its insights into problems that have
preoccupied the region and nation alike: slavery, Jim Crow, and white supremacy; the
marginalization of women; the impact of modernization; the issue of cultural authority and
leadership; and the legacy of the Vietnam War. He focuses on the specific bodily attributes of hand,
voice, and blood and the deeply embodied experiences of pain, illness, pregnancy, and war to offer
new readings of a distinguished group of literary artists who turned their attention to the South:
Mark Twain, Jean Toomer, Zora Neale Hurston, William Faulkner, Richard Wright, Katherine Anne
Porter, Bobbie Ann Mason, and Walker Percy. In producing an intensely embodied U.S. literature
these writers, Watson argues, were by turns extending and interrogating a centuries-old tradition in
U.S. print culture, in which the recalcitrant materiality of the body serves as a trope for the regional
alterity of the South. Reading for the Body makes a powerful case for the body as an important
methodological resource for a new southern studies./div

elaine scarry the body in pain: Flannery O'Connor, Walker Percy, and the Aesthetic of
Revelation John Sykes, 2007 Examining the writings of Flannery O'Connor and Walker Percy against
the background of the Southern Renaissance from which they emerged, Sykes explores how the
writers shared a distinctly Christian notion of art that led them to see fiction as revelatory but
adopted different theological emphases and rhetorical strategies--Provided by publisher.

elaine scarry the body in pain: Joyce, Derrida, Lacan and the Trauma of History Christine
van Boheemen, 1999-09-18 In Joyce, Derrida, Lacan and the Trauma of History, Christine van
Boheemen-Saaf examines the relationship between Joyce's postmodern textuality and the traumatic
history of colonialism in Ireland. Joyce's influence on Lacanian psychoanalysis and Derrida's
philosophy, Van Boheemen-Saaf suggests, ought to be viewed from a postcolonial perspective. She
situates Joyce's writing as a practice of indirect 'witnessing' to a history that remains unspeakable.
The loss of a natural relationship to language in Joyce calls for a new ethical dimension in the
process of reading. The practice of reading becomes an act of empathy to what the text cannot
express in words. In this way, she argues, Joyce's work functions as a material location for the inner
voice of Irish cultural memory. This book engages with a wide range of contemporary critical theory
and brings Joyce's work into dialogue with thinkers such as Zizek, Adorno, Lyotard, as well as
feminism and postcolonial theory.
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