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Walking on Glass Iain Banks: A Deep Dive into a Unique Literary Experience

walking on glass iain banks is a phrase that resonates with many fans of
Scottish literature, especially those who appreciate the distinctive
narrative style and imaginative storytelling of Iain Banks. Known for his
versatility across genres—from literary fiction to science fiction under the
name Iain M. Banks—this particular work showcases his ability to weave
complex characters and thought-provoking plots into a captivating novel that
lingers long after the last page is turned.

If you're curious about what makes *Walking on Glass* stand out in Banks'’s
bibliography, or if you’re considering diving into this novel for the first
time, this article will guide you through its themes, narrative structure,
and the subtle intricacies that make it a rewarding read. We’ll also explore
how this book fits within Banks’s broader literary journey and why it remains
a favorite among readers who seek a blend of psychological depth and
speculative elements.

The Essence of Walking on Glass Iain Banks

At its core, *Walking on Glass* is a novel that defies easy categorization.
It doesn’t fit neatly into a single genre, which is part of its allure. The
story interlaces three distinct narratives, each with its own tone and style,
yet all connected by an underlying sense of mystery and existential inquiry.
This tripartite structure invites readers to engage actively, piecing
together clues and interpreting symbolism that Banks masterfully scatters
throughout the text.

One narrative thread follows Graham Park, a man whose life is unraveling as
he becomes obsessed with a woman named Sara. Another centers on a surreal and
metaphysical quest involving a cosmic battle between two god-like entities,
set against a backdrop of an alien world called the Land of the Glass. The
third focuses on a troubled character named Mr. B’s encounter with a shadowy
organization. These layered stories challenge readers to question reality,
identity, and the nature of human connection.

Why Walking on Glass Stands Out in Banks'’s Work

Iain Banks is often celebrated for his science fiction, particularly the
Culture series, but *Walking on Glass* is a testament to his skill in
literary fiction. Unlike his more straightforward narratives, this novel
embraces ambiguity and surrealism, making it a unique entry. Readers often
praise it for its psychological complexity and its ability to shift



perspectives seamlessly.

The novel’s title itself is metaphorical, suggesting the precariousness of
existence and the fragility of human relationships. Banks uses this imagery
to explore themes of vulnerability, love, and the search for meaning. For
those interested in character-driven stories with a metaphysical twist,
*Walking on Glass* offers a rich tapestry of ideas to unpack.

Exploring the Themes in Walking on Glass

Tain Banks expertly delves into several profound themes throughout *Walking
on Glass*, which is part of why the novel remains relevant and thought-
provoking decades after its initial publication.

Fragility and Human Vulnerability

The metaphor of walking on glass perfectly encapsulates the human condition
as portrayed in the novel. Characters navigate emotional and psychological
challenges that feel as delicate and potentially disastrous as stepping on
shards of glass. This theme resonates deeply with readers who appreciate
literature that reflects the complexities of human fragility.

The Nature of Reality and Perception

Banks blurs the lines between reality and fantasy, asking readers to consider
how perception shapes our understanding of the world. The parallel
storylines—one grounded in the mundane, another in cosmic fantasy—-invite
readers to ponder what is “real” and how much of our experience is filtered
through subjective consciousness.

The Search for Connection and Meaning

At its heart, *Walking on Glass* is about the human desire to connect with
others and find purpose. Whether it’'s Graham’s fixation on Sara or the cosmic
characters’ struggles, Banks portrays this search as often elusive but deeply
compelling.

The Narrative Style and Structure

One of the most fascinating aspects of *Walking on Glass* is its
unconventional narrative structure. The novel is divided into three



interwoven storylines, each told in a distinct voice and style. This approach
both challenges and rewards readers, encouraging close attention and
reflection.

Multiple Perspectives and Voices

By shifting between different characters’ viewpoints, Banks allows readers to
see the same events or themes from varied angles. This multiplicity enriches
the narrative and adds layers of meaning, making the reading experience
dynamic and immersive.

Nonlinear Storytelling

The timelines and realities in *Walking on Glass* don’'t always align neatly,
which can feel disorienting at first. However, this nonlinear approach
mirrors the novel'’s themes about the fluidity of time and experience,
reinforcing the central motifs in subtle ways.

Tips for Reading Walking on Glass Iain Banks

If you're planning to read *Walking on Glass* or revisiting it after some
time, here are some insights that might enhance your experience:

Be patient with the narrative: The novel’'s complexity requires attention
and sometimes re-reading sections to fully appreciate the connections.

e Embrace ambiguity: Not every question posed by the story has a clear
answer, and that’s part of the book’s charm.

e Consider the symbolism: Pay attention to recurring motifs like glass and
reflections, which enrich the thematic depth.

e Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations can reveal new insights, as
the novel lends itself well to book clubs or literary discussions.

e Explore Banks’'s other works: Understanding his broader oeuvre can
provide context and highlight his evolution as a writer.



Walking on Glass in the Context of Iain Banks'’s
Career

Published in 1985, *Walking on Glass* was one of the early novels that
established Iain Banks as a formidable voice in contemporary literature. It
came before he fully embraced science fiction with his Culture series,
showing his literary roots and fascination with blending genres.

This novel reflects Banks’'s willingness to experiment and push boundaries,
characteristics that would define much of his later work. For readers
familiar only with his sci-fi, *Walking on Glass* offers a glimpse into his
more literary and philosophical side.

The Legacy and Influence of Walking on Glass

Though not as widely known as some of Banks’s other novels, *Walking on
Glass* has earned a dedicated readership. Its influence can be seen in the
way contemporary authors approach genre-blending and complex narrative
structures. It stands as a testament to Banks’'s creativity and his ability to
engage with profound questions through fiction.

Whether you’re drawn to its psychological depth, its surreal elements, or its
poignant exploration of human experience, *Walking on Glass* remains a
compelling read that continues to inspire and challenge.

In the end, exploring *walking on glass iain banks* is like navigating the
delicate shards of a multifaceted story—-sometimes sharp, sometimes clear, but
always captivating. It’s a journey worth taking for anyone interested in
literature that pushes the envelope and invites deep reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Walking on Glass' by Iain Banks about?

‘Walking on Glass' is a novel by Iain Banks that intertwines three seemingly
unrelated narratives involving a man obsessed with a mysterious glass
structure, a man trapped in a bizarre alternate reality, and a scientist
exploring a complex puzzle. The story explores themes of reality, identity,
and perception.

When was 'Walking on Glass' published?

'Walking on Glass' was first published in 1985 and is one of Iain Banks'
earlier works.



How does 'Walking on Glass' reflect Iain Banks'
writing style?

'Walking on Glass' showcases Banks' signature style of blending genres,
combining elements of science fiction, psychological thriller, and literary
fiction, with complex characters and intricate plotting.

Are the three narratives in 'Walking on Glass'
connected?

Yes, the three narratives in 'Walking on Glass' are interconnected in subtle
ways, revealing a deeper meaning about the nature of reality and human
consciousness as the story progresses.

What themes are explored in 'Walking on Glass'?

The novel explores themes such as the nature of reality, obsession, identity,
mental health, and the boundaries between fantasy and reality.

Is 'Walking on Glass' considered a science fiction
novel?

While 'Walking on Glass' incorporates speculative elements and alternate
realities, it is often classified as literary fiction with science fiction
influences rather than a straightforward sci-fi novel.

Has 'Walking on Glass' by Iain Banks been adapted
into other media?

As of now, 'Walking on Glass' has not been officially adapted into film,
television, or other media.

What makes 'Walking on Glass' a unique read among
Iain Banks' works?

'Walking on Glass' stands out for its intricate narrative structure and the
way it merges multiple storylines, offering a complex and thought-provoking
experience that differs from Banks' later, more overtly science fiction-
focused works.

Additional Resources

Walking on Glass by Iain Banks: A Deep Dive into a Lesser-Known Masterpiece

walking on glass iain banks stands as an intriguing entry in the oeuvre of
one of Scotland’s most acclaimed authors. Known widely for his bold science



fiction works under the name Iain M. Banks, as well as his literary fiction
as Iain Banks, this novel occupies a unique position, blending psychological
complexity with surreal narrative techniques. Originally published in 1985,
Walking on Glass offers readers a dense, multi-layered experience that
challenges conventional storytelling methods while exploring themes of
identity, reality, and human frailty.

Contextualizing Walking on Glass within Iain
Banks’ Career

Before delving into the novel’s thematic and stylistic elements, it is
essential to understand where Walking on Glass fits within Iain Banks’
broader literary timeline. Banks was renowned for straddling genres,
producing celebrated science fiction alongside more grounded literary
fiction. Walking on Glass, falling into the latter category, predates many of
his more famous works, such as The Wasp Factory (1984) and The Crow Road
(1992). This novel marks an early experimentation phase where Banks began to
weave complex psychological narratives that defy straightforward
interpretation.

Unlike his later science fiction novels set in the expansive “Culture”
universe, Walking on Glass is firmly rooted in psychological realism, albeit
filtered through a surreal lens. The narrative’'s fractured structure and
shifting perspectives invite comparisons to postmodernist literature,
underscoring Banks’ literary ambitions beyond genre confines.

Plot Structure and Narrative Technique

Walking on Glass employs a tripartite narrative, intertwining three seemingly
unconnected storylines that gradually reveal thematic and symbolic
connections. Each plotline revolves around a male protagonist grappling with
personal crises, blurring the boundaries between reality and hallucination.

The Three Interwoven Stories

e Graham Park’s Story: A man seeking to resolve a mysterious conflict with
two enigmatic men claiming to be from another dimension.

e Quiss and His Quest: A quasi-mythical narrative about a hero striving to
reach the “Glass,” a metaphorical and literal goal representing

transcendence or escape.

* Vogler’s Investigation: A detective-like figure pursuing the truth



behind unusual events linked to the other stories.

This interlacing of threads not only deepens the novel’s enigmatic atmosphere
but also reflects the fractured human psyche, a recurring motif in Banks'’
work. The elusive connections between these narratives encourage readers to
piece together the story actively, rewarding close reading and interpretative
effort.

Thematic Exploration in Walking on Glass

Central to walking on glass iain banks is the exploration of themes like
isolation, perception of reality, and the search for meaning amid chaos.
Banks navigates the fragile nature of human consciousness and identity,
inviting readers to question what is real and what is illusion.

Identity and Alienation

Each protagonist embodies a form of alienation, either self-imposed or
circumstantial. Banks probes how individuals construct their identities in
response to external pressures and internal fears. The characters’ struggles
with self-understanding resonate with readers confronting modern existential
dilemmas.

The Surreal and the Psychological

The novel’s dreamlike sequences and surreal imagery evoke a psychological
landscape where external reality and internal states merge. This technique
aligns walking on glass iain banks with works of magical realism and
surrealism, setting it apart from straightforward literary fiction.

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Banks’' prose in Walking on Glass is notable for its precision and controlled
ambiguity. His use of language balances clarity with evocative, sometimes
cryptic passages that amplify the novel’s mysterious tone.

Fragmentation and Nonlinear Storytelling

The fragmented narrative structure reflects the disjointed mental states of



the characters. The nonlinear progression destabilizes readers’ expectations,
fostering a sense of disorientation that mirrors the protagonists’
experiences.

Symbolism and Motifs

The motif of “glass” itself operates on multiple levels—fragility,
transparency, distortion, and entrapment. This symbolism permeates the text,
serving as a thematic anchor that unites the disparate storylines.

Comparisons and Literary Significance

Walking on Glass invites comparison with contemporary works exploring similar
themes of fragmented identity and surreal experience. It shares affinities
with the writings of authors like Haruki Murakami and David Mitchell, who
also blend reality with dreamlike elements.

While not as commercially prominent as Banks’' later novels, Walking on Glass
holds critical importance for understanding his development as a writer. Its
experimental nature prefigures the ambitious narratives of his future work,
and its psychological depth enriches the landscape of 1980s British
literature.

Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths: Innovative narrative structure, rich symbolism, and profound
thematic inquiry.

e Limitations: Some readers may find the ambiguity and nonlinear
storytelling challenging, potentially limiting broader appeal.

Why Walking on Glass Remains Relevant Today

In an era dominated by fast-paced storytelling and clear-cut narratives,
Walking on Glass offers a counterpoint—a novel that demands patience,
reflection, and engagement with ambiguity. Its themes of alienation and the
search for self resonate with contemporary audiences navigating complex
social and psychological landscapes.

Moreover, the novel’s blending of genres and refusal to conform to



traditional storytelling conventions anticipate current literary trends that
embrace hybridity and complexity. For scholars and enthusiasts of Banks'’
work, Walking on Glass provides crucial insights into his artistic range and
intellectual preoccupations.

Walking on Glass by Iain Banks exemplifies a bold literary experiment that

challenges readers’ perceptions and invites deep psychological exploration.
Its intricate narrative and profound thematic content secure its place as a
significant, if underappreciated, work in Banks’' diverse bibliography. For

those willing to navigate its labyrinthine structure, it offers a rewarding
encounter with one of Scotland’s most inventive literary voices.

Walking On Glass Iain Banks
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walking on glass iain banks: Walking On Glass Iain Banks, 2008-09-04 'Establishes beyond
doubt that lain Banks is a novelist of remarkable talents' Daily Telegraph Graham Park is in love. But
Sara Fitch is an enigma to him, a creature of almost perverse mystery. Steven Grout is paranoid -
and with justice. He knows that They are out to get him. They are. Quiss, insecure in his fabulous if
ramshackle castle, is forced to play interminable impossible games. The solution to the oldest of all
paradoxical riddles will release him. But he must find an answer before he knows the question. Park,
Grout, Quiss - no trio could be further apart. But their separate courses are set for collision. Praise
for Tain Banks: "The most imaginative novelist of his generation' The Times 'His verve and talent will
always be recognised, and his work will always find and enthral new readers' Ken MacLeod,
Guardian 'His work was mordant, surreal, and fiercely intelligent' Neil Gaiman 'An exceptional
wordsmith' Scotsman

walking on glass iain banks: Walking on Glass Iain Banks, 1997-04 A reissue of Iain Banks'
second novel--three separate stories which unfold to come intricately and masterfully together Her
eyes were black, wide as though with some sustained surprise, the skin from their outer corners to
her small ears taut. Her lips were pale, and nearly too full for her small mouth, like something bled
but bruised. He had never seen anyone or anything quite so beautiful in his life. Graham Park is in
love, but Sara Fitch is an enigma to him, a creature of almost perverse mystery. Steven Grout is
paranoid, and with justice. He knows that They are out to get him, and They are. Quiss, insecure in
his fabulous if ramshackle castle, is forced to play interminable impossible games. The solution to
the oldest of all paradoxical riddles will release him, but he must find an answer before he knows the
question. Park, Grout, Quiss--no trio could be further apart, but their separate courses are set for
collision.

walking on glass iain banks: The Transgressive Iain Banks Martyn Colebrook, Katharine
Cox, 2013-08-01 This collection of 12 new essays brings together prominent literary experts to
explore the importance of Scottish writer Iain (M.) Banks, both his mainstream and science fiction
work. It considers Banks as a habitual border crosser who makes things fresh and new by subversive
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and transgressive strategies. The essays are divided into four thematic areas--the Scottish context,
the geographies of his writing, the impact of genre and a combined focus on gender, games and
play--and will be of particular interest to scholars of contemporary literature, Scottish literature and
science fiction.

walking on glass iain banks: The Culture Series of Iain M. Banks Simone Caroti,
2018-07-26 This critical history of Iain M. Banks' Culture novels covers the series from its inception
in the 1970s to the The Hydrogen Sonata (2012), published less than a year before Banks' death. It
considers Banks' origins as a writer, the development of his politics and ethics, his struggles to
become a published author, his eventual success with The Wasp Factory (1984) and the publication
of the first Culture novel, Consider Phlebas (1987). His 1994 essay A Few Notes on the Culture is
included, along with a range of critical responses to the 10 Culture books he published in his lifetime
and a discussion of the series' status as utopian literature. Banks was a complex man, both in his
everyday life and on the page. This work aims at understanding the Culture series not only as a
fundamental contribution to science fiction but also as a product of its creator's responses to the
turbulent times he lived in.

walking on glass iain banks: The Cambridge Companion to Scottish Literature Gerard
Carruthers, Liam Mcllvanney, 2012-12-24 A unique introduction, guide and reference work for
students and readers of Scottish literature from the pre-medieval period.

walking on glass iain banks: Scotland's Books Robert Crawford, 2009-01-30 From Treasure
Island to Trainspotting, Scotland's rich literary tradition has influenced writing across centuries and
cultures far beyond its borders. Here, for the first time, is a single volume presenting the glories of
fifteen centuries of Scottish literature. This is a marvelous and lively literary history that will appeal
to general readers, Scots, and travelers alike.

walking on glass iain banks: Raw Spirit [ain Banks, 2013-09-30 A fascinating journey through
Scotland's famous distilleries with legendary author Iain Banks No true Scotsman can resist the
allure of the nation's whisky distilleries. In an absorbing voyage as interesting to non-drinkers as to
true whisky connoisseurs, sci-fi and literary author lain Banks explores the rich heritage of Scottish
whisky, from the largest and most famous distilleries to the smallest, most obscure operations.
Whisky is more than a drink: it's a culture, a binder that joins together people, places and products
far across Scotland's rugged terrain. Switching from cars to ferries to bicycles, Banks crisscrosses
his homeland, weaving an engrossing narrative from the strange people, fascinating traditions, and
downright bizarre places he encounters on his journey down Scotland's great golden road.

walking on glass iain banks: The Science Fiction Handbook Nick Hubble, Aris
Mousoutzanis, 2013-11-28 As we move through the 21st century, the importance of science fiction to
the study of English Literature is becoming increasingly apparent. The Science Fiction Handbook
provides a comprehensive guide to the genre and how to study it for students new to the field. In
particular, it provides detailed entries on major writers in the SF field who might be encountered on
university-level English Literature courses, ranging from H.G. Wells and Philip K. Dick, to Doris
Lessing and Geoff Ryman. Other features include an historical timeline, sections on key writers,
critics and critical terms, and case studies of both literary and critical works. In the later sections of
the book, the changing nature of the science fiction canon and its growing role in relation to the
wider categories of English Literature are discussed in depth introducing the reader to the latest
critical thinking on the field.

walking on glass iain banks: Bloomsbury Essential Guide for Reading Groups Susan
Osborne, 2009-01-01 A book club gives the opportunity to meet up with friends and wake the brain
up a bit with lively and often quite aggressive discussion Dawn French How do you keep your
reading groups discussions lively and focussed? If you want to gain new insight into literature and
share your passion with friends this book offers readers guides for 75 of the very best reads -
guaranteed to provoke spirited debate! Each of the readers guides includes a summary of the book,
a brief author biography, discussion points to spark debate, and a set of titles for further reading
that deal with similar themes. A “background' section provides pointers to more material about the



book online and as well as further thought-provoking material: Where did the author come from?
What made them write the book? How did the context in which they wrote influence them? If you'd
like further insight, debate, discussion and analysis to underpin your understanding and enjoyment
of reading - then look no further than this guide. New titles in this edition include: The Long Firm,
Leper's Companions, By the Sea, The Ninth Life of Louis Drax, Buddha of Suburbia, The Icarus Girl,
Black and Blue, The Minotaur Takes a Cigarette Break, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress,
The Cutting Room, Shadow of the Wind, Giving up the Ghost...and many more!

walking on glass iain banks: The Bridge lain Banks, 1990

walking on glass iain banks: Gothic Dimensions Moira Martingale, 2013-09-01 IAIN BANKS
was one of the finest writers of his generation. The Wasp Factory appeared in 1984, to great and
gratifying controversy (one reviewer helpfully described it as &quote;a work of unparalleled
depravity&quote;). There were a further 27 works of fiction from the prolific Banks before his
untimely death in June 2013 at the age of 59, his customary method being to alternate between
contemporary fiction and science fiction - the latter genre published under the name of Iain M.
Banks. In 2008 The Times named Banks in their list of the 50 greatest British writers since 1945.
This book by Moira Martingale is the first full-length comprehensive analysis of Banks's oeuvre and
the thematic - and very Gothic - interests which preoccupied him. These interests include human
monstrosity, religious belief, the fluidity of identity, the evolution of humankind and the
technological adaptations which may order our future. At the outer limits of time and space can be
found Banks's Utopian space civilization, The Culture. With its emphasis on the distant and
unearthly - and the opening of the mind to imaginative possibilities - science fiction shares common
ground with Gothic fiction of former centuries, and the Gothic is inherent to all Banks's fiction,
dealing as it does with the ambiguities which wriggle uncomfortably and uncannily around the
boundaries between good and evil, life and death, victim and villain, past and present, civilization
and primitive barbarity, organic and machine or artificial technology. In most of Banks's work,
conventions of the Gothic boil or simmer, whether it be the barbarities of the past entering the
present, the ambivalent literary device of the Doppelganger or the blurred boundaries between the
life of the dreaming unconscious and &quote;real&quote; life. Banks incorporates the fantastic, the
mythological and the psychological to re-sculpt the Gothic's early fictional motifs and ethical
concerns for our own time, and then he projects them star-wards, enabling him to elaborate a
futuristic myth of socio-political salvation through technological expertise. With reference to many
other writers, including J. G. Ballard, Stephen King, Doris Lessing, Mary Shelley and Banks's
fellow-Scot Alasdair Gray, this book, rather in the style of the Gothic itself, straddles the boundary
dividing the scholastic from popular writing. The style is clear and accessible and should appeal to
both the academic and the general intelligent reader of Banks's work. MOIRA MARTINGALE is a
journalist, author and former columnist for national and regional newspapers. Her previous books
were published in the UK by Robert Hale and internationally by various publishers. She has a
doctorate in Gothic Literature.

walking on glass iain banks: Complete Critical Assembly David Langford, 2002-10-01 This
new collection of essays, commissioned from a range of scholars across the world, takes as its theme
the reception of Rome's greatest poet in a time of profound cultural change. Amid the rise of
Christianity, the changing status of the city of Rome, and the emergence of new governing classes,
Vergil remained a bedrock of Roman education and identity. This volume considers the different
ways in which Vergil was read, understood and appropriated; by poets, commentators, Church
fathers, orators and historians. The introduction outlines the cultural and historical contexts. Twelve
chapters dedicated to individual writers or genres, and the contributors make use of a wide range of
approaches from contemporary reception theory. An epilogue concludes the volume.

walking on glass iain banks: Complicity Iain Banks, 2002-11-12 In Scotland, a self-appointed
executioner dispenses justice to fit the crime. Thus the lenient judge who let a rapist go is punished
by being raped, while a man who killed is killed in turn. By the author of The Wasp Factory.

walking on glass iain banks: Contemporary British Novelists Nick Rennison, 2004-12-31



Featuring a broad range of contemporary British novelists from Iain Banks to Jeanette Winterson,
Louis de Bernieres to Irvine Welsh and Salman Rushdie, this book offers an excellent introductory
guide to the contemporary literary scene. Each entry includes concise biographical information on
each of the key novelists and analysis of their major works and themes. Fully cross-referenced and
containing extensive guides to further reading, Fifty Contemporary British Novelists is the ideal
guide to modern British fiction for both the student and the contemporary fiction buff alike.

walking on glass iain banks: Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide Nick Rennison, 2009-01-01
Deciding what to read next when you've just finished an unputdownable novel can be a daunting
task. The Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide features hundreds of authors and thousands of titles,
with navigation features to lead you on a rich journey through some the best literature to grace our
shelves. This greatly expanded edition includes the latest contemporary authors and landmark
novels, an expanded non-fiction section, a timeline setting historical events against literary
milestones, prize-winner and book club lists. An accessible and easy-to-read guide that no serious
book lover should be without. The essential guide to the wild uncharted world of contemporary and
20th century writing. Robert McCrum, The Observer

walking on glass iain banks: Contemporary British Novel James Acheson, 2005-12-14 Written
by some of the world's finest contemporary literature specialists, the newly commissioned essays in
this volume examine the work of more than twenty major British novelists: Peter Ackroyd, Martin
Amis, Tain (M.) Banks, Pat Barker, Julian Barnes, A.S. Byatt, Angela Carter, Janice Galloway,
Abdulrazak Gurnah, Kazuo Ishiguro, James Kelman, A.L. Kennedy, Hanif Kureishi, lan McEwan,
Caryl Philips, Salman Rushdie, Zadie Smith, Graham Swift, Rose Tremain, Marina Warner, Irvine
Welsh and Jeanette Winterson.The book will be of interest not only to students, teachers and
lecturers, but to the general reader seeking help in approaching the often baffling novels of the
recent past.Key Features:*Literary critical 'isms' are described in clear, jargon-free
language.*Focuses on British fiction since 1980 giving coverage of established authors such as
Angela Carter and Ian McEwan as well as little addressed novelists such as James Kelman and Zadie
Smith.*Essays are by leading scholars in contemporary fiction.

walking on glass iain banks: Espedair Street Iain Banks, 2008-09-04 'Charming, sad, comic...
the funniest, truest rock biopic yet' Observer Daniel Weir used to be a famous - not to say infamous -
rock star. Maybe still is. At thirty-one he has been both a brilliant failure and a dull success. He's
made a lot of mistakes that have paid off and a lot of smart moves he'll regret for ever. He has gone
from rags to riches and back, and managed to hold on to them both, though not to much else. His
friends all seem to be dead, fed up with him or just disgusted - and who can blame them? As he
contemplates his life, Daniel realises he has only two problems: the past and the future. He knows
how bad the past has been. But the future - well, the future is something else. Praise for Iain Banks:
‘The most imaginative novelist of his generation' The Times 'His verve and talent will always be
recognised, and his work will always find and enthral new readers' Ken MacLeod, Guardian 'His
work was mordant, surreal, and fiercely intelligent' Neil Gaiman 'An exceptional wordsmith'
Scotsman

walking on glass iain banks: Fifty Key Figures in Science Fiction Mark Bould, Andrew
Butler, Adam Roberts, Sherryl Vint, 2009-09-10 Fifty Key Figures in Science Fiction is a collection of
engaging essays on some of the most significant figures who have shaped and defined the genre.
Diverse groups within the science fiction community are represented, from novelists and film makers
to comic book and television writers. Important and influential names discussed include: Octavia
Butler George Lucas Robert Heinlein Gene Roddenberry Stan Lee Ursula K. Le Guin H.G. Wells This
outstanding reference guide charts the rich and varied landscape of science fiction and includes
helpful and up-to-date lists of further reading at the end of each entry. Available in an easy to use
A-Z format, Fifty Key Figures in Science Fiction will be of interest to students of Literature, Film
Studies, and Cultural Studies.

walking on glass iain banks: Scottish Literature in English and Scots Douglas Gifford, Sarah
Dunnigan, Alan MacGillivray, Beth Dickson, 2002 This substantial new volume is a stimulating yet




in-depth introduction to Scottish literature in English and Scots. From medieval to modern, the
entire range of literature is introduced, examined and explored. Aimed primarily at those with an
interest in Scottish literature, this guide also responds to the need for students and teachers to have
detailed discussions of individual authors and texts.The volume looks at Scottish literature in six
period sections: Early Scottish Literature, Eighteenth-Century, The Age of Scott, Victorian and
Edwardian, The Twentieth-Century Scottish Literary Renaissance, and Scottish Literature since
1945. Each section begins with an overview of the period, followed by several chapters examining
exemplary authors and texts. Each section finishes with an extensive discussion including
suggestions as to how to further explore the rich and often neglected hinterlands of Scottish writing.
Extensive reading lists identify primary texts of the period as well as details of a wide range of
additional authors. Opening up neglected areas of study as well as responding to the burgeoning
interest in novelists, modern poets and dramatists, this book serves as an invaluable guide to
Scottish Literature.

walking on glass iain banks: The Contemporary British Novel Since 1980 James Acheson, S.
Ross, 2019-06-12 Written by some of the world's finest contemporary literature specialists, the
specially commissioned essays in this volume examine the work of more than twenty major British
novelists, including Peter Ackroyd, Martin Amis, Iain (M.) Banks, Pat Barker, Julian Barnes, A.S.
Byatt, Angela Carter, Janice Galloway, Kazuo Ishiguro, Hanif Kureishi, lan McEwan, Salman
Rushdie, Zadie Smith, Graham Swift, Rose Tremain, Marina Warner, Irvine Welsh and Jeanette
Winterson. Focusing mainly on authors whose first novels have appeared since 1980, the essays
provide expert and original analysis of the most recent trends in the theory and practice of
contemporary British fiction, and are organized by these 4 major approaches: realism,
postcolonialism, feminism and postmodernism.
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