
blade of the phantom master
Blade of the Phantom Master: Exploring the Depths of a Cult Classic

blade of the phantom master is a title that resonates deeply with fans of anime and manhwa alike,
standing as a testament to the rich storytelling and dynamic artistry that the medium can offer.
Known originally as "Shin Angyo Onshi" in Korean, this series bridges the gap between traditional
Korean culture and the universally beloved samurai and fantasy genres, creating a narrative that is
both unique and captivating. Whether you are a seasoned fan or new to the world of Blade of the
Phantom Master, understanding its roots, characters, and themes adds layers of appreciation to this
compelling saga.

The Origins and Background of Blade of the Phantom
Master

Blade of the Phantom Master began as a manhwa, a Korean comic, created by the talented writer
and illustrator Youn In-wan and Yang Kyung-il. It was first published in the early 2000s and quickly
garnered a strong following due to its intricate plot and stunning visuals. Unlike many mainstream
manga and anime, Blade of the Phantom Master draws heavily on Korean history and mythology,
setting it apart with a distinctive cultural flair.

Later, the story was adapted into an animated film, which helped spread its popularity beyond the
manhwa community. The animation brought to life the intense action sequences and beautiful
landscapes that fans had admired in the original comic, making it accessible to a broader audience
interested in animated fantasy adventures.

The Historical and Mythological Influences

One of the most fascinating aspects of Blade of the Phantom Master is how it intertwines Korean
history with mythological elements. The narrative is set in a fictionalized version of the Goryeo
dynasty, a period rife with political intrigue, rebellion, and cultural richness. The story incorporates
legendary figures and folklore, crafting a world where supernatural and human conflicts coexist.

This blend of history and fantasy not only enriches the story but also educates viewers and readers
about Korean culture—something relatively rare in the wider realm of anime and manhwa. By
incorporating historical context, Blade of the Phantom Master offers a unique lens through which
audiences can explore themes of justice, corruption, and redemption.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

At its core, Blade of the Phantom Master follows the journey of Munsu, a mysterious and skilled
enforcer known as an Angyo Onshi, who is tasked with restoring justice in a war-torn land. His



mission is to investigate corruption, punish wrongdoers, and protect the innocent, all while
unraveling his own tragic past.

The story is layered with themes such as vengeance, loyalty, and the blurred lines between good and
evil. Munsu’s character is complex—he’s not a traditional hero but a flawed individual shaped by the
harsh realities he faces. This moral ambiguity adds depth and realism to the narrative, making it
compelling for mature audiences.

Character Dynamics and Development

Beyond Munsu, Blade of the Phantom Master features a vibrant cast of characters, each with their
own motivations and backstories. From loyal companions to formidable antagonists, the
relationships among these characters drive much of the emotional weight of the story.

The interactions often highlight cultural values such as honor, sacrifice, and the struggle for justice.
Watching these characters evolve throughout the series provides insight into human nature and the
consequences of power and betrayal.

Art Style and Animation Quality

One cannot discuss Blade of the Phantom Master without appreciating its distinctive art style. The
manhwa’s illustrations are known for their detailed line work, dynamic action scenes, and
atmospheric backgrounds that evoke the gritty and mystical world of the story. Yang Kyung-il’s
artwork combines traditional ink techniques with modern stylization, giving the series a timeless yet
fresh appearance.

The animated adaptation, while shorter than typical series, captures much of this aesthetic through
fluid motion and vivid color palettes. Action sequences are choreographed with precision, making
battles thrilling and visually engaging. Fans often praise the animation for maintaining the original’s
intensity and emotional tone.

Comparing the Manhwa and Animated Film

While the manhwa offers a more expansive and detailed exploration of the story, the animated film
serves as an excellent introduction to the Blade of the Phantom Master universe. The film condenses
key plot points and focuses heavily on action, making it accessible to newcomers.

However, those who want the full experience are encouraged to delve into the manhwa, where the
narrative depth and character development are more pronounced. Both formats complement each
other, enriching the overall appreciation of the series.



Impact and Legacy in the World of Manhwa and Anime

Blade of the Phantom Master holds a special place as one of the pioneering works that helped bring
Korean manhwa to international audiences. Its successful blend of Korean cultural elements with
popular fantasy tropes paved the way for other creators to explore similar themes.

The series has influenced many artists and storytellers, inspiring new works that blend historical
accuracy with fantasy. It also contributed to the growing interest in Korean media worldwide,
alongside the Korean Wave or Hallyu phenomenon.

Why Blade of the Phantom Master Remains Relevant Today

Even years after its initial release, Blade of the Phantom Master continues to resonate with fans for
several reasons:

Timeless themes: The exploration of justice, identity, and morality remains universally
relatable.

Rich storytelling: Its layered narrative appeals to readers who enjoy complex plots and
character-driven tales.

Cultural uniqueness: Offering a fresh perspective compared to typical Japanese manga and
anime.

Visual appeal: The striking art and animation style continue to captivate audiences.

For those interested in exploring a story that blends history, fantasy, and action with emotional
depth, Blade of the Phantom Master is a must-read and must-watch.

Where to Experience Blade of the Phantom Master
Today

If you’re curious about diving into Blade of the Phantom Master, there are several ways to engage
with the series:

Reading the Manhwa

Many official platforms and publishers offer the manhwa in digital and print formats. Reading the
original comics provides the richest experience, allowing you to savor every detail of the story and
artwork.



Watching the Animated Film

The animated adaptation is available on various streaming services and DVD collections. It’s a great
starting point for newcomers or those who want a condensed version of the saga.

Exploring Related Media and Fan Communities

Beyond the core story, fans often create fan art, forums, and discussions that delve deeper into the
lore and characters. Joining these communities can enhance your understanding and enjoyment of
Blade of the Phantom Master.

---

Blade of the Phantom Master stands as a shining example of how manhwa and anime can offer rich,
culturally infused storytelling that captivates audiences worldwide. Whether through the poignant
journey of Munsu, the breathtaking art, or its historical roots, this series invites exploration and
reflection, making it a timeless treasure in the world of graphic storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Blade of the Phantom Master' about?
'Blade of the Phantom Master' is a South Korean manhwa and animated film that follows the story of
Munsu, a skilled swordsman and government agent, who navigates political intrigue and battles
supernatural forces in a historical fantasy setting.

Who created 'Blade of the Phantom Master'?
The manhwa 'Blade of the Phantom Master' was created by Youn In-wan and illustrated by Yang
Kyung-il.

Is 'Blade of the Phantom Master' available as an anime?
Yes, 'Blade of the Phantom Master' was adapted into an animated film titled 'Sword of the Stranger'
in 2007, which is highly praised for its animation and fight choreography.

What genre does 'Blade of the Phantom Master' belong to?
'Blade of the Phantom Master' belongs to the historical fantasy and action genres, featuring sword
fighting, supernatural elements, and political drama.

Where can I read or watch 'Blade of the Phantom Master'?
The manhwa can be found on various online comic platforms and bookstores, while the animated
film is available on streaming services and DVD.



What makes 'Blade of the Phantom Master' unique among
other manhwas?
Its blend of Korean history, mythology, and intense action sequences, combined with deep character
development and political intrigue, sets 'Blade of the Phantom Master' apart.

Who is the main protagonist in 'Blade of the Phantom
Master'?
The main protagonist is Munsu, a mysterious and highly skilled swordsman working as a
government agent with a complex past.

Are there any sequels or spin-offs of 'Blade of the Phantom
Master'?
There are no official sequels or spin-offs, but the story has inspired various adaptations and fan
works.

What themes are explored in 'Blade of the Phantom Master'?
The series explores themes of loyalty, revenge, justice, and the struggle between duty and personal
morality within a turbulent historical context.

Additional Resources
Blade of the Phantom Master: An In-Depth Exploration of the Cult Classic Anime and Manhwa

blade of the phantom master stands as a distinctive title in the realm of East Asian graphic
storytelling and animation, bridging the gap between Korean manhwa and Japanese anime
adaptations. Known for its intricate plot, compelling characters, and unique artistic style, this series
has cultivated a dedicated fanbase since its inception. A deeper look into Blade of the Phantom
Master reveals its significance within the fantasy-action genre, its thematic depth, and its role in
popularizing Korean narratives in global media.

Origins and Background

Blade of the Phantom Master, originally known as "Shin Angyo Onshi" in Korean, originated as a
manhwa written and illustrated by Youn In-wan and Yang Kyung-il. First serialized in the early
2000s, the series quickly garnered attention for its mature storytelling and complex world-building.
The narrative centers around Munsu, a phantom royal inspector endowed with supernatural
abilities, tasked with seeking justice in a war-torn, fictional land reminiscent of historical Korea.

The manhwa's transition into an anime film further expanded its reach, though it received mixed
reviews regarding adaptation quality. Despite this, the anime solidified Blade of the Phantom
Master’s presence in international markets, attracting viewers who might not have otherwise



engaged with Korean comics.

Plot and Thematic Depth

At its core, Blade of the Phantom Master explores themes of justice, redemption, and the moral
ambiguity of power. The protagonist, Munsu, operates as an enforcer of law in a chaotic era,
confronting not only physical adversaries but also internal conflicts and societal decay. The narrative
delves into the complexities of human nature, as characters are often painted in shades of gray
rather than clear-cut heroes or villains.

The story intricately weaves political intrigue with supernatural elements, creating a layered
experience that challenges readers’ perceptions of right and wrong. The manhwa’s setting, a
fictional kingdom ravaged by corruption and war, serves as a backdrop for exploring the
consequences of unchecked ambition and the quest for vengeance.

Character Dynamics and Development

Munsu, as the blade-wielding phantom master, embodies the archetype of a tragic hero. His journey
is marked by loss, resilience, and a relentless pursuit of justice. Supporting characters, ranging from
allies to antagonists, are well-developed, each contributing to the narrative’s complexity.
Relationships in the series often highlight themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the cost of vengeance.

The depth of characterization distinguishes Blade of the Phantom Master from many contemporaries
in the fantasy-action genre. Characters are not mere plot devices but are integral to the emotional
and philosophical undertones that permeate the story.

Artistic Style and Visual Impact

One of the standout features of Blade of the Phantom Master is its distinctive art style. The manhwa
combines detailed line work with dynamic action sequences, creating visually engaging panels that
enhance the storytelling. The use of traditional East Asian artistic motifs, blended with modern
graphic techniques, offers a unique aesthetic that sets the series apart.

The anime adaptation, while stylistically faithful to the source material, faced criticism for animation
quality and pacing issues. Nonetheless, it succeeds in capturing the mood and tone of the manhwa,
particularly through atmospheric visuals and a compelling soundtrack.

Comparative Analysis: Manhwa vs. Anime

Comparing the manhwa and anime versions of Blade of the Phantom Master reveals strengths and
weaknesses inherent in each medium:



Manhwa: Offers exhaustive world-building, character development, and narrative depth due
to its serialized nature. Readers can savor the intricate plotlines and artistic details at their
own pace.

Anime: Provides a condensed, visual interpretation that introduces the story to a wider
audience. However, it sacrifices some narrative nuances and character arcs due to time
constraints.

For enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive experience, the manhwa is often recommended.
Conversely, the anime serves as an accessible entry point for newcomers to the series.

Impact and Legacy in the Genre

Blade of the Phantom Master holds a notable position in the evolution of Korean manhwa’s
international presence. It exemplifies the successful export of Korean storytelling traditions and
aesthetics into global pop culture, particularly through its crossover into anime. This cross-cultural
synthesis has helped pave the way for other Korean works to gain recognition outside their domestic
markets.

The series’ mature themes and complex characters have influenced subsequent fantasy-action
manhwas and inspired creators to explore darker, more sophisticated narratives. Its blend of
historical fantasy with supernatural elements continues to resonate with audiences seeking depth
beyond conventional genre tropes.

Strengths and Limitations

Like any work, Blade of the Phantom Master possesses both notable strengths and areas where it
may not fully satisfy all viewers:

Strengths: Rich storytelling, compelling character arcs, unique art style, and thematic
sophistication.

Limitations: The anime adaptation’s brevity leads to a compressed storyline, and some plot
points may feel underdeveloped. Additionally, the dense narrative may pose challenges for
casual readers.

These factors are important considerations for prospective fans deciding how to engage with the
series.



Where to Access Blade of the Phantom Master

For those interested in exploring Blade of the Phantom Master, several official channels exist:

Manhwa: Available through digital platforms specializing in Korean comics, as well as
physical editions published by various international publishers.

Anime: Streaming services occasionally offer the anime movie or series, depending on
regional licensing agreements.

Engagement through legitimate sources not only ensures quality viewing and reading experiences
but also supports the creators behind the work.

The enduring appeal of Blade of the Phantom Master lies in its ability to engage audiences with a
complex narrative woven through striking visuals and compelling character journeys. Its place
within the fantasy-action genre continues to be relevant, offering both entertainment and thoughtful
reflection on the nature of justice and humanity.
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new empirical research on the production of global manga culture from scholars across the
humanities and social sciences, as well as first person pieces and historical overviews written by
global manga artists and industry insiders, Global Manga will appeal to scholars of cultural and
media studies, Japanese studies, and popular and visual culture.
  blade of the phantom master: Introducing Korean Popular Culture Youna Kim,
2023-06-28 This new textbook is a timely and interdisciplinary resource for students looking for an
introduction to Korean popular culture, exploring the multifaceted meaning of Korean popular
culture at micro and macro levels and the process of cultural production, representation, circulation
and consumption in a global context. Drawing on perspectives from the humanities and social
sciences, including media and communications, film studies, musicology, cultural studies, sociology,
anthropology, history and literature, this book provides a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of
Korean popular culture and its historical underpinnings, changing roles and dynamic meanings in
the present moment of the digital social media age. The book’s sections include: K-pop Music
Popular Cinema Television Web Drama, Webtoon and Animation Digital Games and Esports Lifestyle
Media, Fashion and Food Nation Branding An accessible, comprehensive and thought-provoking
work, providing historical and contemporary contexts, key issues and debates, this textbook will
appeal to students of and providers of courses on popular culture, media studies and Korean culture
and society more broadly.
  blade of the phantom master: Comics Art in Korea John A. Lent, 2025-01-15 In Comics Art
in Korea, comics scholar John A. Lent embarks on a comprehensive exploration of the vibrant world
of Korean comics, cartoons, comic strips, graphic novels, webcomics, and animation. This
meticulously researched work delves deep into the intricate history, cultural significance, and
artistic innovations that have shaped the comics landscape in both North and South Korea. Drawing
from extensive research, decades of interviews with comics creators and artists, and firsthand study,
Lent offers readers a profound understanding of the societal, political, and cultural factors that have
played a pivotal role in shaping Korean comics. Korean comics have a storied tradition that stretches
back decades. In this insightful book, Lent not only traces the origins of Korean comics but also
places them within the broader context of Asian comics, highlighting the interconnectedness of
comic art across the continent. From the early days of Korean comics to their contemporary
evolution, Lent unravels the forces that have influenced and shaped the industry and sheds light on
the ways in which comics have been used as a medium for social commentary, political expression,
and cultural identity in Korea. Comics Art in Korea is not merely a historical account but a
celebration of the art form itself. Lavishly illustrated with examples of Korean comics, this book
showcases the incredible talent and creativity of Korean comics artists. Lent's impeccable attention
to detail and his ability to contextualize each work within its cultural and historical framework make
this book an invaluable resource for both comics enthusiasts and scholars.
  blade of the phantom master: The Legend of Zelda Encyclopedia Deluxe Edition Nintendo,
2018-06-19 The Legend of Zelda is one of the most successful franchises of all time with nearly
twenty video games and thirty years of history, but it all started with a gold cartridge... The Legend
of Zelda Encyclopedia Deluxe Edition honors the game that started it all by recreating the original
gold cartridge as faithfully as possible. The book comes with a black polypropylene sleeve, lined with
velvet flocking, and a scale instruction booklet with fun, theme-appropriate material inside. The
cover is a gold foil paper with gloss lamination and a spot gritty varnish. The details are embossed
and debossed. It has gold gilding on the top and foredge, with black gilding on the bottom. This book
looks and feels so much like the original cartridge you might find yourself blowing into the bottom
before you open it! Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about The Legend of Zelda—now in one
collectable volume featuring rare and never-before-seen material on lore, locations, characters, and
much more! This 328-page book is an exhaustive guide to The Legend of Zelda, from the original The
Legend of Zelda to Twilight Princess HD. Inside you'll discover: Even more insights on the lore of
Hyrule A comprehensive collection of items and enemies—from potions to poes An expanded Legend
of Zelda timeline Maps, screencaps, and rare development sketches of your favorite characters An



exclusive interview with Series Producer, Eiji Aonuma And much, more! This, the last of The
Goddess Collection trilogy, which includes Hyrule Historia and Art & Artifacts, is a treasure trove of
explanations and information about every aspect of The Legend of Zelda universe! Celebrate over
thirty years of The Legend of Zelda with a heartfelt homage to the origins of this legendary
franchise!
  blade of the phantom master: Journals: Volume II Joseph Alberts,
  blade of the phantom master: Le nouvel Angyo Onshi , 2024-04-17
  blade of the phantom master: Superheroes on World Screens Rayna Denison, Rachel
Mizsei-Ward, 2015-05-26 Superheroes such as Superman and Spider-Man have spread all over the
world. As this edited volume shows, many national cultures have created or reimagined the idea of
the superhero, while the realm of superheroes now contains many icons whose histories borrow
from local folklore and legends. Consequently, the superhero needs reconsideration, to be regarded
as part of both local and global culture as well as examined for the rich meanings that such broad
origins and re-workings create. This collection stands out as the first concentrated attempt to think
through the meanings and significance of the superhero, not only as a product of culture in the
United States, but as a series of local, transnational, and global exchanges in popular media.
Through analysis of mainly film, television, and computer screens, contributors offer three
challenges to the idea of the American superhero: transnational reimagining of superhero culture,
emerging local superheroes, and the use of local superheroes to undermine dominant political
ideologies. The essays explore the shifting transnational meanings of Doctor Who, Thor, and the
Phantom, as these characters are reimagined in world culture. Other chapters chart the rise of local
superheroes from India, the Middle East, Thailand, and South Korea. These explorations
demonstrate how far superheroes have traveled to inspire audiences worldwide.
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Brian Yecies, , Ae-Gyung Shim, 2021-04-09 This book investigates the meteoric rise of mobile
webtoons – also known as webcomics – and the dynamic relationships between serialised content,
artists, agencies, platforms and applications, as well as the global readership associated with them.
It offers an engaging discussion of webtoons themselves, and what makes this new media form so
compelling and attractive to millions upon millions of readers. Why have webtoons taken off, and
how do users interact with them? Each of the case studies we explore raises interesting questions
for both general readers and scholars of new media about how webtoons have become a modern
form of popular culture. The book also addresses larger questions about East Asia’s contributions to
global popular culture and Asian society in general, as well as South Korea’s rapid social and
cultural transformation since the 1990s. This is a significant – and understudied – aspect of the new
screen ecologies and their role in a new wave of media globalisation.
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  blade of the phantom master: Movie Migrations Hye Seung Chung, David Scott Diffrient,
2015-07-06 As the two billion YouTube views for “Gangnam Style” would indicate, South Korean
popular culture has begun to enjoy new prominence on the global stage. Yet, as this timely new
study reveals, the nation’s film industry has long been a hub for transnational exchange, producing
movies that put a unique spin on familiar genres, while influencing world cinema from Hollywood to
Bollywood. Movie Migrations is not only an introduction to one of the world’s most vibrant national
cinemas, but also a provocative call to reimagine the very concepts of “national cinemas” and “film
genre.” Challenging traditional critical assumptions that place Hollywood at the center of genre



production, Hye Seung Chung and David Scott Diffrient bring South Korean cinema to the forefront
of recent and ongoing debates about globalization and transnationalism. In each chapter they track
a different way that South Korean filmmakers have adapted material from foreign sources, resulting
in everything from the Manchurian Western to The Host’s reinvention of the Godzilla mythos.
Spanning a wide range of genres, the book introduces readers to classics from the 1950s and 1960s
Golden Age of South Korean cinema, while offering fresh perspectives on recent favorites like
Oldboy and Thirst. Perfect not only for fans of Korean film, but for anyone curious about media in an
era of globalization, Movie Migrations will give readers a new appreciation for the creative act of
cross-cultural adaptation.
  blade of the phantom master: 500 Essential Anime Movies Helen McCarthy, 2008 This visual
handbook covers the most compelling films of the genre, including science fiction, historical fiction,
fantasy, fairytales, romance, myster, horror, and more. In assessing the worth of each film it
evaluates complex characters, engaging storylines, and creativity. This compilation showcases the
most memorable and unusual anime films available in English--Publisher's blurb
  blade of the phantom master: Phantom's Blade Jake Tyson, 2023-10-24 With Gideon's loss
of his superpowers and the scattering of his friends, it seems the days of the Vindicators are over for
good. Gideon and Jolie are settling into married life, Dean is brokering a deal with the government in
D.C., and Carter is working security at Sterling Enterprises. But, with a mysterious thief causing
mayhem, a deadly swordsman haunting the Brooks, and organized crime rising all around them,
Sojourn City needs a hero—or heroes—fast. With no super powers among them, it is up to Gideon,
Carter, and their friends to find what God has put inside of them to protect their city.
  blade of the phantom master: Peerless Sword Sovereign Hun ShiXiaoMoWang, 2020-09-04 Su
Yang was originally the Su Family's lowest-ranked outer disciple. But due to a stroke of luck, nine
Primordial Devil Swords appeared within his body. With the help of these nine demon swords, Su
Yang's strength had advanced by leaps and bounds. His way of the sword was clear, he had
embarked on a legendary path of martial arts!
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nutrition and vitamins play in combating
クラーク山脈, 米国 カリフォルニア州 - Bing Gallery · Peapix 4 hours ago  氷河によって削られた険しい山脈 (© Robb
Hirsch/TANDEM Stills + Motio)氷河によって削られた険しい山脈 米国カリフォルニア州中央部に位置するヨセミテ国立公園。シエラ
氷河によって削られた険しい山脈 - クラーク山脈, 米国 4 hours ago  そして画像は、公園を代表する景観の一つ、クラーク山脈。 氷河によって削られたこの険しい山脈の名前
は、公園の初代管理者であるガレン・クラークに由来しています。
ヨセミテ国立公園 マーセド川は公園の南側の山頂、主にカテドラル山脈とクラーク山脈に源を発し、およそ511平方マイル（1,320 km 2）の面積を流れている。
山行記録: ★ヨセミテ国立公園歩くエコツアータイオガ峠横断   ヨセミテ大滝源流、その他氷河湖と川では、洪水のように雪解け水があふれ、春の躍動感に満ちていました。 この記録は登
山者向けのシステム ヤマレコ の記録です。 どな
マウント･クラーク (Mount Clark) | ヨセミテ国立公園 ヨセミテ国立公園 (Yosemite National Park) の南東部に位置する、 マウント･クラーク (マ
ウントクラーク 、 クラーク山 、 Mount Clark 、 Mt. Clark) のブックマーク集。
Bing Wallpaper Archive クラーク山脈, 米国 カリフォルニア州 (© Robb Hirsch/TANDEM Stills + Motion) (Bing
Japan) Download 4K Download 2K Download 1920x1080
レイク・クラーク国立公園 - Wikipedia すなわち、3つの山脈（北から アラスカ山脈 、南から アリューシャン山脈 、そして公園にある起伏に富んだ チグミット山脈
(w:Chigmit Mountains)）、2つの活火山（イリアムナ山
クラーク山脈, 米国 カリフォルニア州 ・ Bing日替わり壁紙 4 hours ago  氷河によって削られた険しい山脈 (© Robb Hirsch/TANDEM Stills
+ Motio)。<p>米国カリフォルニア州中央部に位置するヨセミテ国立公園。シエラネバダ山脈の西側に広がり
山脈と山地の一覧 - Wikipedia 山脈と山地の一覧 山脈と山地の一覧 （さんみゃくとさんちのいちらん）は、世界の 山脈 と 山地 の一覧である。



Lake Clark National Park and Preserve（レイク・クラーク国立 レイク・クラーク湖やその他の湖、川でのカヤック体験は、静寂な自然の中でリラッ
クスするのに最適です。 水上から見る景色はまた一味違い、野生動物との出会いも期待できます。 特
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