
amok and other stories stefan zweig
Amok and Other Stories Stefan Zweig: A Journey into Human Psyche and Emotion

amok and other stories stefan zweig is a collection that invites readers to explore the intricate
depths of human emotion, obsession, and despair through the masterful storytelling of Stefan Zweig.
Known for his psychological insight and elegant prose, Zweig crafts tales that linger in the mind long
after the last page is turned. This compilation, featuring the titular novella "Amok," is a testament to
his ability to blend intense emotional drama with sharp observations of human nature.

The Essence of "Amok and Other Stories" by Stefan
Zweig

"Amok and Other Stories" is not just a simple anthology; it is a window into the complexity of the
human soul. Each story offers a unique perspective on passion, madness, and the consequences of
choices made under extreme emotional pressure. Stefan Zweig, an Austrian writer from the early
20th century, was renowned for his psychological narratives that delve deeply into the motivations
and inner conflicts of his characters.

What Makes "Amok" Stand Out?

The story "Amok" centers around a European doctor working in the Malay Archipelago who becomes
consumed by a powerful, uncontrollable frenzy—referred to as "amok"—when faced with moral and
emotional turmoil. This novella is often praised for its exploration of obsession and the destructive
forces that can seize an individual when reason is overtaken by passion and desperation.

Zweig's portrayal of the doctor’s psychological unraveling is both haunting and empathetic. He
captures an intense moment of crisis that escalates into tragedy, showcasing his talent for creating
suspense through internal conflict rather than external action. Readers often find themselves drawn
into the doctor’s mind, experiencing the overwhelming emotions that drive him toward a fateful
conclusion.

Exploring the Themes in Zweig’s Stories

Beyond "Amok," the other stories in the collection also explore rich themes that were ahead of their
time, touching on issues such as alienation, unfulfilled desires, and the fragility of human dignity.

The Psychological Depth and Emotional Intensity

Zweig’s stories are characterized by their deep psychological insight. He carefully dissects his
characters’ thoughts and feelings, presenting their inner turmoil with a precision that feels both



intimate and universal. This focus on the internal rather than the external action is a hallmark of his
style, making his work a precursor to modern psychological fiction.

Alienation and Desperation

Many characters in Zweig’s stories are isolated, either physically or emotionally, which amplifies
their suffering. This sense of alienation is a powerful driving force that leads to moments of
desperation and irrational behavior. In "Amok," for example, the doctor’s isolation in a foreign land
intensifies his emotional breakdown.

Unfulfilled Desires and Forbidden Passions

Zweig explores the pain of unfulfilled desires and the consequences of forbidden passions. His
characters often face societal constraints or personal inhibitions that prevent them from achieving
happiness, leading to tragic outcomes. This exploration adds a layer of melancholy and poignancy to
his work that resonates deeply with readers.

The Literary Style and Narrative Techniques of Stefan
Zweig

One of the reasons "Amok and Other Stories Stefan Zweig" continues to captivate readers is the
author’s distinctive style and narrative approach.

Elegant and Evocative Prose

Zweig’s writing is known for its elegance and clarity. His prose is both accessible and poetic,
allowing readers to immerse themselves in the atmosphere of the story without becoming bogged
down by complexity. He carefully chooses his words to evoke emotions and create vivid imagery,
enriching the reading experience.

First-Person Narration and Introspection

Many of Zweig’s stories use first-person narration, which serves to deepen the reader’s connection
with the protagonist’s inner world. This narrative choice creates a sense of immediacy and intimacy,
making the emotional experiences more palpable.

Building Psychological Suspense

Rather than relying on external plot twists, Zweig builds suspense through the gradual revelation of



his characters’ psychological states. The tension arises from the growing awareness of their
emotional instability or moral dilemmas, keeping readers engaged on a more cerebral level.

Why "Amok and Other Stories" Remains Relevant Today

Though written nearly a century ago, Stefan Zweig’s stories continue to resonate with modern
audiences. Their exploration of universal human experiences—love, obsession, despair—transcends
time and culture.

Timeless Human Emotions

The emotional intensity and psychological complexity found in Zweig’s stories mirror contemporary
concerns about mental health, emotional vulnerability, and the consequences of isolation. In an age
where these issues are increasingly discussed, his work offers valuable insights and empathy.

Influence on Modern Literature

Zweig’s pioneering approach to psychological storytelling has influenced countless writers and
filmmakers. His ability to portray internal conflict with nuance and depth paved the way for modern
psychological thrillers and dramas.

A Window into Early 20th Century Society

Additionally, the settings and social contexts in Zweig’s stories provide a glimpse into the cultural
and historical backdrop of early 20th-century Europe and colonial territories, enriching readers’
understanding of the era’s complexities.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating "Amok and Other
Stories Stefan Zweig"

To fully appreciate the richness of Zweig’s work, consider these tips:

Read Slowly and Reflectively: Zweig’s stories are dense with psychological nuance. Taking
your time allows you to absorb the emotional layers and subtle details.

Pay Attention to Narration: Notice how the first-person perspective shapes your
understanding of the story and adds depth to the characters’ experiences.

Explore Historical Context: Learning about the social and cultural background of the time



can enhance your appreciation of the themes and settings.

Discuss with Others: Sharing thoughts about Zweig’s stories can open up new
interpretations and deepen your engagement.

More Works by Stefan Zweig to Explore

If "Amok and Other Stories" captivates you, Stefan Zweig’s broader oeuvre offers many other
remarkable works worth exploring:

Beware of Pity – A novel exploring compassion and its unintended consequences.

Chess Story – A psychological novella about obsession and survival under duress.

Letter from an Unknown Woman – A poignant tale of unrequited love and memory.

Each of these works further highlights Zweig’s extraordinary ability to unravel the complexities of
the human heart and mind.

Delving into "amok and other stories stefan zweig" is like stepping into a world where human
passions are laid bare with honesty and artistry. His stories remind us that, despite the passage of
time, the core struggles of identity, desire, and despair are profoundly human and eternally relevant.
Whether you seek gripping psychological drama or a deeper understanding of human nature,
Zweig’s tales offer a literary experience that is both enriching and unforgettable.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Stefan Zweig, the author of 'Amok and Other Stories'?
Stefan Zweig was an Austrian writer known for his novellas, short stories, and biographies. He was a
prominent literary figure in the early 20th century, celebrated for his psychological insight and
elegant prose.

What is the central theme of 'Amok and Other Stories' by
Stefan Zweig?
'Amok and Other Stories' explores themes of obsession, psychological conflict, passion, and the
complexities of human nature, often highlighting intense emotional experiences and tragic
outcomes.



What is the story 'Amok' about in Stefan Zweig's collection?
'Amok' tells the story of a European doctor in the Malay Archipelago who becomes consumed by
obsessive passion and desperation, leading to tragic consequences. It is a study of madness and
uncontrollable impulses.

How does Stefan Zweig use psychological insight in 'Amok and
Other Stories'?
Zweig delves deeply into his characters' inner lives and emotional states, using psychological insight
to reveal their motivations, fears, and conflicts, thus creating compelling and relatable narratives.

Which other stories are included in Stefan Zweig's 'Amok and
Other Stories' collection?
Besides 'Amok,' the collection includes stories such as 'Fear,' 'Letter from an Unknown Woman,' and
'The Royal Game,' each exploring different aspects of human psychology and emotion.

Why is 'Amok and Other Stories' still relevant to readers
today?
The stories address universal themes of human passion, fear, and psychological struggle, which
remain relevant regardless of time. Zweig's exploration of the human psyche resonates with modern
readers facing emotional and moral dilemmas.

What literary style characterizes Stefan Zweig's writing in
'Amok and Other Stories'?
Zweig's writing is characterized by concise, elegant prose, a focus on psychological depth, and a
narrative style that builds suspense and emotional intensity.

Has 'Amok and Other Stories' by Stefan Zweig been adapted
into other media?
Yes, some stories from the collection, such as 'Letter from an Unknown Woman,' have been adapted
into films and plays, highlighting the enduring appeal of Zweig's narratives.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Depths of Human Psyche: Amok and Other Stories by Stefan Zweig**

amok and other stories stefan zweig is a compelling collection that delves into the intricate
complexities of human emotions, moral dilemmas, and psychological conflicts. Stefan Zweig, an
Austrian writer renowned for his keen psychological insight and elegant prose, presents a series of
narratives that navigate the turbulent waters of passion, despair, and obsession. This work stands as
a testament to Zweig’s mastery in capturing fleeting moments of intense human experience, making



it a significant contribution to early 20th-century literature.

Contextualizing "Amok and Other Stories" Within
Stefan Zweig’s Oeuvre

Published in the early 1920s, "Amok and Other Stories" offers readers a window into the post-World
War I psyche, a time marked by existential uncertainty and a search for meaning. Zweig’s stories are
distinguished by their psychological depth and narrative economy, often focusing on singular events
that unravel the inner turmoil of his characters. Unlike sprawling epics, these short stories are
intense, concentrated explorations of human nature.

Stefan Zweig’s narrative style in this collection exemplifies his ability to combine lyrical elegance
with psychological acuity. His writing is often compared to that of contemporaries like Joseph
Conrad and Franz Kafka, yet Zweig’s work is uniquely characterized by a blend of empathy and
clinical detachment. The emotional intensity in "Amok and Other Stories" is not gratuitous but
meticulously crafted to provoke reflection on universal human conditions such as guilt, passion, and
madness.

Thematic Exploration in Amok and Other Stories Stefan Zweig

One of the defining features of this collection is its exploration of extreme emotional states and their
consequences. The title story, "Amok," is an exemplar of this approach. It narrates the tragic tale of
a European doctor in the tropics who, consumed by an uncontrollable passion and desperation,
commits a violent act of madness. The term “amok” itself, referring to a frenzied, uncontrollable
outburst, encapsulates the story’s thematic core—the thin line between reason and irrationality.

Beyond "Amok," the other stories in the collection continue this investigation into the human psyche,
often focusing on characters grappling with intense personal crises or societal pressures. Themes
such as obsession, isolation, and the search for redemption recur throughout the narratives,
reflecting Zweig’s interest in the psychological underpinnings of human behavior.

Obsession and Passion: Many stories depict protagonists driven by overpowering desires or
guilt, illustrating how passion can lead to self-destruction.

Isolation and Alienation: Characters frequently experience profound loneliness, a reflection
of the post-war disillusionment prevalent in Zweig’s era.

Moral Ambiguity: Zweig avoids simplistic moral judgments, presenting complex characters
whose actions invite empathy and critical reflection.



Psychological Realism and Narrative Technique

Zweig’s stories are often lauded for their psychological realism. He employs a narrative technique
that immerses readers into the subjective experiences of his characters, revealing their fears,
desires, and irrational impulses with meticulous detail. This approach predates and arguably
influences later psychological literature, emphasizing internal conflict over external action.

In "Amok," for example, the narrative unfolds through the perspective of the doctor’s confessor,
creating a layered storytelling dynamic that adds depth and ambiguity. This framing device allows
Zweig to explore themes of confession, secrecy, and the unreliability of self-narration, enriching the
psychological texture of the story.

Moreover, Zweig’s prose is marked by its lyrical quality and economy of language. His concise yet
evocative descriptions create atmospheric settings that mirror the emotional states of his
characters. This stylistic choice enhances the immersive quality of the stories, making the reader
feel complicit in the unfolding drama.

Comparative Insights: Amok and Other Stories vs.
Contemporary Psychological Literature

When situated alongside works of contemporaries such as Franz Kafka’s "The Metamorphosis" or
Joseph Conrad’s "Heart of Darkness," "Amok and Other Stories" offers a distinct perspective on
psychological and existential themes. While Kafka’s narratives often emphasize absurdity and
alienation in a surreal context, Zweig’s stories are grounded in realistic scenarios, focusing on the
internal logic of human emotions.

Similarly, Conrad’s exploration of moral ambiguity and the darkness within human nature resonates
with Zweig’s thematic concerns, yet Zweig’s approach is often more intimate and emotionally
charged. Instead of grand explorations of imperialism or civilization, Zweig zooms into personal
crises that reflect broader human vulnerabilities.

This collection also predates the rise of modern psychoanalysis in literature, providing a nuanced
portrayal of mental states without overt reliance on Freudian jargon. Zweig’s intuitive grasp of
psychology anticipates later developments in literary psychology, making his work relevant to both
literary scholars and psychology enthusiasts.

Relevance and Enduring Appeal of Amok and Other Stories
Stefan Zweig

The enduring appeal of "Amok and Other Stories" lies in its universal exploration of human frailty
and emotional extremity. Despite being written nearly a century ago, the stories resonate with
contemporary readers due to their timeless themes and emotional authenticity. In an age where
psychological well-being and mental health discussions are increasingly prominent, Zweig’s work
offers valuable insights into the complexity of human emotions and the consequences of suppressed
desires.



Additionally, the collection’s concise format makes it accessible to a broad audience, from casual
readers to students of literature. The intensity packed into each story invites repeated readings and
scholarly analysis, further cementing its status within the canon of psychological short stories.

For those interested in literary psychology, narrative technique, or early 20th-century European
literature, "Amok and Other Stories" provides a rich text for exploration. Its blend of emotional
immediacy, narrative innovation, and thematic depth exemplifies Stefan Zweig’s literary prowess
and his profound understanding of the human condition.

Exploring "amok and other stories stefan zweig" ultimately reveals a literary landscape where
passion and reason collide, illuminating the shadows that dwell within the human heart. It is a
compelling collection that continues to challenge and captivate readers, inviting them to confront
the darker facets of their own nature.

Amok And Other Stories Stefan Zweig
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  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Amok and other Stories Stefan Zweig, 2007-02-23 Four
unforgettable tales of love, devotion, madness and war A doctor in the Dutch East Indies torn
between his medical duty to help and his own mixed emotions; a middle-aged maidservant whose
devotion to her master leads her to commit a terrible act; a hotel waiter whose love for an
unapproachable aristocratic beauty culminates in an almost lyrical death;a prisoner-of-war longing
to be home again in Russia. These four tragic and moving cameos of the human condition are played
out against cosmopolitan and colonial backgrounds in the first half of the twentieth century. Stefan
Zweig (1881-1942) was born in Vienna, into a wealthy Austrian-Jewish family. He studied in Berlin
and Vienna and was first known as a poet and translator, then as a biographer. Zweig travelled
widely, living in Salzburg between the wars, and was an international bestseller with a string of
hugely popular novellas including Letter from an Unknown Woman, Amok and Fear. In 1934, with
the rise of Nazism, he moved to London, where he wrote his only novel Beware of Pity. He later
moved on to Bath, taking British citizenship after the outbreak of the Second World War. With the
fall of France in 1940 Zweig left Britain for New York, before settling in Brazil, where in 1942 he and
his wife were found dead in an apparent double suicide. Much of his work is available from Pushkin
Press.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Stefan Zweig and World Literature Birger
Vanwesenbeeck, Mark H. Gelber, 2014 A new critical assessment of the works of the Austrian-Jewish
author, in whom there has been a recent resurgence of interest, from the perspective of world
literature.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: The Royal Game & Other Stories Stefan Zweig, 1981
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Married to Stefan Zweig Friderike Zweig, 2019-08-15
An essential companion piece to Stefan Zweig's classic The World of Yesterday, this memoir
addresses many of the questions that this internationally celebrated author raised but did not
answer. A professional journalist and researcher in her own right who first encountered Zweig in
1908, Friderike threads her story between what Zweig called the Scylla of exaggerated candor and
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the Charybdis of self-love. She paints a detailed portrait of her famous husband from his birth into a
wealthy Jewish family in late 19th century Vienna to his suicide (with his second wife) in Brazil in
1942. Married to Stefan Zweig, first published in 1946 under the title Stefan Zweig, provides a
thorough overview of the writer's poems, plays, stories, biographies, essays and articles, his work
habits, and his relations with editors, publishers, friends, mentors and protégés. Friderike also
illuminates facets of the tumultuous context of political and social upheaval in which Zweig worked
during his years in Salzburg and London. Married to Stefan Zweig is among the very small number
of women’s memoirs from 20th century Central Europe and an unusual portrait of a marriage
anywhere, anytime.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: In the Future of Yesterday Rüdiger Görner, 2025-04-01
A refreshing approach to the life and work of Austrian writer Stefan Zweig. In the Future of
Yesterday delves into Stefan Zweig’s considerable contribution to world literature, rooted in the
Austro-Jewish tradition. His privileged social background saw him embrace European culture and
cosmopolitanism. A world traveler from the outset he liked to uproot himself, but whether he stayed
in London, New York or, eventually, in Brazil, his literary baggage continued to contain the flair of
fin de siècle Vienna. This biography re-examines Zweig’s influential time in England and offers new
insights into his final years in the United States and Brazil. It discusses some of his prolific literary
output in relation to his life and explores his political views on Europe, Zionism, and the world order
in greater depth than previous appraisals of Zweig’s life. The book also considers the many
contradictions in Zweig’s views and attitudes, which included an initial, and surprising, leniency
towards fascism. Most importantly though, In the Future of Yesterday presents Zweig as a towering
figure of a form of writing that was bursting with life and that was written in the knowledge that
there can only be a future if we remain conscious of the past. In that sense, Zweig is a writer for our
time.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Wondrak and Other Stories Stefan Zweig,
2009-03-01 Compulsion, In the Snow and Wondrak all concern Zweig's strong anti-war feelings
following the First World War. The artist Ferdinand, central figure of Compulsion, partly reflects
Zweig's own experience. In The Snow tells of the plight of a group of Jews who freeze to death while
trying to escape a medieval pogrom. In Wondrak, a woman, disfigured since birth, attempts to save
her only child from being drafted into the military. In this newly available English translation the
reader discovers the essential humanist preoccupations of the author of Amok and Twenty-four
Hours in the Life of a Woman: his compassion towards human suffering, his horror of war and his
faith in idealism, generosity, love values that can, in an instant, illuminate an entire existence.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: The Struggle with the Daemon: Hölderlin, Kleist,
Nietzsche Stefan Zweig, 2019-08-15 Stefan Zweig’s literary portraits of three tormented giants of
German literature, Friedrich Hölderlin, Heinrich von Kleist, and Friedrich Nietzsche, contrasts them
with Goethe who was anchored in place by profession, home and family. For Zweig, “everyone
whose nature excels the commonplace, everyone whose impulses are creative, wrestles inevitably
with his daemon” which Zweig describes as “the incorporation of that tormenting leaven which
impels our being ... towards danger, immoderation, ecstasy, renunciation and even self-destruction.”
In these essays, Zweig depicts the tragic and sublime lifelong struggle by three great creative minds
with their respective daemons.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Mary Queen of Scots Stefan Zweig, 2010-11-26 Stefan
Zweig's classic biography of one of British history's most fascinating figures, rereleased in a new
edition to tie in with launch of the major new Hollywood film Mary Queen of Scots 'Zweig's
readability made him one of the most popular writers of the early twentieth century... His lives of
Mary Stuart and Marie Antoinette were international bestsellers'Julie Kavanagh, The Economist
Intelligent Life From the moment of her birth to her death on the scaffold, Mary Stuart spend her
life embroiled in power struggles that shook the foundations of Renaissance Europe. Revered by
some as the rightful Queen of England, reviled by others as a murderous adulteress, her long and
fascinating rivalry with her cousin Elizabeth I led ultimately to her downfall. This classic biography,



by one of the most popular writers of the twentieth century, breathes life into the character of a
remarkable woman, and turns her tale into a story of passion and plotting as gripping as any novel.
Stefan Zweig was born in 1881 in Vienna, a member of a wealthy Austrian-Jewish family. He studied
in Berlin and Vienna and was first known as a translator and later as a biographer. Zweig travelled
widely, living in Salzburg between the wars, and enjoying literary fame. His stories and novellas
were collected in 1934. In the same year, with the rise of Nazism, he briefly moved to London, taking
British citizenship. After a short period in New York, he settled in Brazil where in 1942 he and his
wife were found dead in bed in an apparent double suicide.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: The Collected Stories of Stefan Zweig Stefan Zweig,
2025-02-04 In this magnificent collection of Stefan Zweig's short stories the very best and worst of
human nature are captured with sharp observation, understanding and vivid empathy. Ranging from
love and death to faith restored and hope regained, these stories present a master at work, at the
top of his form. Perfectly paced and brimming with passion, these twenty-two tales from a master
storyteller of the Twentieth Century are translated by the award-winning Anthea Bell. Deluxe,
clothbound edition.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Letter from an Unknown Woman Max Ophuls, 1986 On
the film letter from an unknown woman including the screenplay and criticism of the motion picture
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: The Modernist Revolts Otto Maria Carpeaux, Have
you ever wanted to dive deep into the world of modernism and truly understand its roots,
development, and impact on literature and art? Look no further than The Modernist Revolts by Otto
Maria Carpeaux, a comprehensive analysis of modernism in Europe, the United States, and Latin
America, now available in English for the first time. This book will provide you with a modernism
education like no other, leaving you with an unparalleled understanding of this transformative
movement. Otto Maria Carpeaux, a renowned literary critic, writer, and essayist, meticulously
examines the most significant works and authors from Europe, the United States, and Latin America,
highlighting their contributions to the modernist movement and the unique characteristics of each
region. Throughout The Modernist Revolts, Carpeaux discusses a wide array of authors, movements,
and works, including the likes of Freud, Proust, Kafka, Joyce, Eliot, Pound, Woolf, Huxley, Borges,
García Lorca, Pessoa, Bandeira, and the Andrade brothers, to name just a few. The book covers both
prose and poetry, exploring the stylistic innovations that defined modernism and transformed
Western literature. Not only does Carpeaux delve into the literary aspects of modernism, but he also
investigates the influence of other artistic fields such as painting, music, and theater on the
evolution of the movement. This interdisciplinary approach enriches the reader's understanding of
the complex interactions between literature and other forms of artistic expression during the
modernist period. The Modernist Revolts is an essential reference for students, researchers, and
enthusiasts of modernist literature, offering a combination of scholarship and clear exposition. The
English translation expands the reach of Carpeaux's work, allowing an even broader audience to
appreciate his insightful analysis of modernism and its lasting impact on literature and art. The
Modernist Revolts will provide you with an unparalleled understanding of this revolutionary
movement, opening your eyes to the artistic and cultural transformations that took place in the 20th
century.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Danubia Simon Winder, 2013-09-12 Longlisted for the
Samuel Johnson Prize for Non-Fiction 'Funny, erudite, frequently irritating . . . and never boring' –
Sarah Bakewell, Financial Times 'An excellent, rich and amusing read' – The Times, Book of the
Week For centuries much of Europe was in the hands of the very peculiar Habsburg family. An
unstable mixture of wizards, obsessives, melancholics, bores, musicians and warriors, they saw off –
through luck, guile and sheer mulishness – any number of rivals, until finally packing up in 1918.
From their principal lairs along the Danube they ruled most of Central Europe and Germany and
interfered everywhere – indeed the history of Europe hardly makes sense without them. Danubia
plunges the reader into a maelstrom of alchemy, skeletons, jewels, bear-moats, unfortunate
marriages and a guinea-pig village. Full of music, piracy, religion and fighting, it is the history of a



dynasty, but it is at least as much about the people they ruled, who spoke many different languages,
lived in a vast range of landscapes, believed in many rival gods and often showed a marked
ingratitude towards their oddball ruler in Vienna. Joining Germania and Lotharingia in Simon
Winder's endlessly fascinating retelling of European history, Danubia is a hilarious, eccentric and
witty saga.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Marie Antoinette: The Portrait of an Average
Woman Stefan Zweig, 2019-08-09 Originally published in 1932 and for decades since one of Stefan
Zweig’s most popular biographies, this “portrait of an average woman,” betrothed at fourteen,
crowned queen at nineteen, and beheaded at thirty-seven, aimed “not to deify, but to humanize.”
Supplementing library and archival research with psychological insight,Marie Antoinette: The
Portrait of an Average Woman is a vivid narrative of France’s most famous queen, her relations with
her mother Empress Maria Theresa, her husband Louis XVI, and her lover Swedish Count von
Fersen, set against the backdrop of the French and Austrian courts of the ancien régime, the French
Revolution and the Terror. “... the biography to end all biographies on Marie Antoinette ... [Zweig's
book] possesses all the qualities of the excellent biography — directness, frankness, full exposition,
picturesqueness, characterization, color and delectable readableness.” —The New York Times
“Powerful, magnificent, poignant…” — The New Republic “A stupendous and superb piece of work.”
— Chicago Daily Tribune
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Mental Healers: Franz Anton Mesmer, Mary Baker
Eddy, Sigmund Freud Stefan Zweig, 2019-08-16 This Plunkett Lake Press eBook is produced by
arrangement with Viking, an imprint of Penguin Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random
House LLC. “Health is natural; sickness is unnatural: at least so it seems to man,” is how Stefan
Zweig begins his fascinating, often entertaining examinations of Franz Anton Mesmer, Mary Baker
Eddy, and Sigmund Freud. “Bodily suffering is not assuaged by technical manipulation but through
an act of faith.” Mental Healers is dedicated to Albert Einstein, the scientist who had won the Nobel
Prize for Physics in 1921. It first appeared in 1931 as Die Heilung durch den Geist, orHealing
Through the Spirit, a title that anticipates our current interest in alternative medicine and the
placebo effect. Zweig’s first healer, Franz Anton Mesmer (1734-1815), was a German physician who
introduced “animal magnetism” to the world. Viewed by many as a charlatan, he died an outcast
before he could properly understand and explain his discovery. Zweig’s second healer, Mary Baker
Eddy (1821-1910), was a New England matron who found her vocation only in middle age. She
established Christian Science, an American Protestant system of religious practice that rejects
medical intervention, when she was almost 60. Zweig’s third healer, Sigmund Freud (1856-1939),
was the Viennese Jewish physician who founded psychoanalysis. Zweig, who knew Freud and
delivered a eulogy at his funeral, describes Freud’s then-new ideas with the insight of an artist who
lived in the same time and place. Fluently written and psychologically astute, Mental Healers is
compelling cultural history and a valuable window onto the genesis of new ideas in healing.
“Mesmer, Eddy and Freud were critical figures alerting the modern world to the influences of the
mental and emotional on health and illness. Their impact was tremendous and Zweig's classic study
provides a wonderful opportunity to engage with these significant innovators.” — Ted Kaptchuk,
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Director, Program in Placebo Studies & Therapeutic
Encounter
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Balzac Stefan Zweig, 2019-08-09 Zweig devoted ten
years of research and writing to Balzac, which he regarded as his crowning achievement. This late
work reads like a picaresque novel, with Balzac’s quest for “a woman with a fortune” and recurrent
episodes of the author chasing an elusive pot of gold driving the story. This biography of one classic
author by another is filled with Zweig’s characteristic psychological insights. He portrays the energy
and “exuberance of imagination” that produced some two thousand characters in La comédie
humaine, as well as the daily details of the coffee-chugging writer’s life, his manic writing schedule,
method of correcting proofs, dealing with publishers and reviewers, signing contracts, doing
marketing and publicity. Balzac blends biography and literary history in a highly readable volume



that will teach you French cultural history as you laugh out loud. “[Balzac] is sure to entertain,
instruct and charm ... It is a work of art, ... alive with the teeming life of its model ... It is true both to
facts and to the more elusive psychological and spiritual truth of a man who ... has remained one of
the most mysterious of great creators.” – Henri Peyre, Sterling professor of French Literature, Yale
University, The New York Times
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: The British National Bibliography Arthur James Wells,
2009
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: The Publishers Weekly , 1948
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: The Burning Secret and Other Stories Stefan
Zweig, 1989 With the upcoming release of the movie based upon Zweig's The Burning Secret comes
the movie tie-in edition of his acclaimed collection including The Burning Secret, The Royal Game,
Amok, and Fear. Formerly published as The Royal Game.
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Short Story Index , 2004
  amok and other stories stefan zweig: Confusion Stefan Zweig, 2002-01-01 In the autumn of
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