
what language do singapore speak
What Language Do Singapore Speak? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of the
Lion City

what language do singapore speak is a question that often piques the
curiosity of travelers, students, and language enthusiasts alike. Singapore,
a vibrant and multicultural city-state, is home to a fascinating blend of
languages that reflect its rich history and diverse population. Understanding
the languages spoken in Singapore offers insight into its cultural fabric and
helps one navigate its social and professional environments more effectively.

The Official Languages of Singapore

Singapore is unique in its multilingual policy, officially recognizing four
languages. These are English, Malay, Mandarin Chinese, and Tamil. Each
language carries its own significance and plays a distinct role in the
country’s daily life, education system, and government operations.

English: The Lingua Franca

English holds a special place as the primary working language and is widely
spoken across the island. It serves as the medium of instruction in schools,
the language of business and government, and the common tongue that unites
people from various ethnic backgrounds.

Why is English so prominent in Singapore? Historically, Singapore was a
British colony, and English was established as the administrative language.
Today, it remains the bridge language that connects the Chinese, Malay,
Indian, and other ethnic communities. If you visit Singapore, speaking
English will generally allow you to communicate smoothly in urban areas,
workplaces, and tourist spots.

Malay: The National Language

While English is the main working language, Malay holds the title of
Singapore’s national language. This recognition honors the indigenous Malay
community and the country’s geographical and historical ties to the Malay
Archipelago.

Malay is used in the national anthem, military commands, and certain official
ceremonies. Although not as commonly spoken in daily urban life as English,
it retains cultural importance and is taught in schools. For visitors
interested in Singapore’s heritage, understanding Malay phrases can add a



layer of appreciation for the nation’s roots.

Mandarin Chinese: Connecting the Chinese Majority

About three-quarters of Singapore’s population are ethnic Chinese, making
Mandarin Chinese a vital language in the city-state. The government has
actively promoted Mandarin instead of various Chinese dialects like Hokkien,
Teochew, or Cantonese, to unify the Chinese community under one linguistic
umbrella.

Mandarin is taught in schools and is commonly heard in neighborhoods,
markets, and media. For anyone engaging with the local Chinese population or
exploring cultural festivals such as Chinese New Year, familiarity with
Mandarin can be quite valuable.

Tamil: The Link to Indian Heritage

Tamil is one of the official languages representing Singapore’s Indian
community, the third-largest ethnic group in the country. Alongside Tamil,
other Indian languages like Hindi, Bengali, and Punjabi are spoken among
smaller groups, but Tamil remains the official language used in education and
government services.

Tamil cultural events, temples, and media keep the language alive and
vibrant. For those interested in Singapore’s Indian culture or planning to
engage with Tamil-speaking communities, a basic understanding of Tamil is a
helpful asset.

Everyday Language Use and Multilingualism

Singaporeans are known for their multilingual abilities, often switching
seamlessly between languages depending on the context. This linguistic
flexibility is a hallmark of life in the Lion City.

Singlish: The Local Colloquial Flavor

If you ask locals what language they speak, many might say “Singlish.”
Singlish is a unique colloquial English dialect mixed with Malay, Chinese
dialects, Tamil, and other influences. It features distinctive slang,
grammar, and pronunciation that reflect Singapore’s multicultural
environment.

Singlish is widely used in casual conversations, social media, and popular



culture. While it’s not considered a formal language, understanding Singlish
can help visitors feel more connected and grasp the humor and nuances in
everyday speech.

Language in Education

Singapore’s bilingual education policy requires students to learn English and
their respective mother tongue (Mandarin, Malay, or Tamil). This system
ensures that young Singaporeans are proficient in English for global
communication while preserving their ethnic heritage through their mother
tongue.

This policy has helped maintain the use of multiple languages across
generations and contributes to Singapore’s reputation as a highly educated
and linguistically versatile society.

Languages in Singapore’s Business and Media

Language choice in Singapore’s business and media sectors reflects its
multilingual makeup. English dominates the corporate world and international
trade, making it essential for career advancement and entrepreneurship.

Meanwhile, media outlets produce content in all four official languages,
catering to different audiences. Newspapers, television channels, and radio
stations broadcast in English, Mandarin, Malay, and Tamil, ensuring that
information is accessible to all ethnic groups.

Tips for Visitors: Navigating Singapore’s Linguistic
Diversity

- Learn basic English phrases: Since English is the main working language,
mastering simple greetings and questions will make your stay easier.
- Explore cultural languages: Picking up common Malay, Mandarin, or Tamil
phrases can enrich your experience and show respect for local cultures.
- Try understanding Singlish: Familiarize yourself with popular Singlish
expressions to better connect with locals and enjoy the city’s unique charm.
- Use language apps: Translation apps supporting multiple languages can be
useful for quick communication and learning.

The Future of Language in Singapore

Singapore continues to evolve as a global city, and its language landscape



reflects this dynamic nature. The government promotes proficiency in English
to maintain competitiveness on the world stage, while also emphasizing the
importance of mother tongues to preserve cultural identity.

With increasing globalization and digital communication, new language trends
might emerge, but the foundational four official languages will likely remain
pillars of Singaporean society. Multilingualism remains a source of pride and
strength, fostering unity in diversity.

Exploring what language do Singapore speak reveals a story of harmony among
cultures, practical communication, and cultural preservation. Whether you are
planning a visit, a business venture, or simply curious, understanding
Singapore’s linguistic diversity opens doors to richer interactions and
deeper appreciation of this remarkable city-state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the official languages spoken in Singapore?
Singapore has four official languages: English, Malay, Mandarin Chinese, and
Tamil.

Which language is most commonly used in Singapore?
English is the most commonly used language in Singapore, especially in
government, education, and business.

Why is Malay an official language in Singapore?
Malay is the national language of Singapore due to its historical and
cultural significance, reflecting the country's Malay heritage.

Do Singaporeans speak Mandarin Chinese?
Yes, Mandarin Chinese is widely spoken in Singapore, particularly among the
Chinese community, and is one of the official languages.

Is Tamil widely spoken in Singapore?
Tamil is one of the official languages of Singapore and is commonly spoken
within the Indian community in the country.

What language is used in Singapore's education
system?
English is the primary medium of instruction in Singapore's education system,
with students also learning their respective mother tongues.



Are there any other languages spoken in Singapore
besides the official ones?
Yes, besides the official languages, various dialects and languages such as
Hokkien, Cantonese, Teochew, and other Indian languages are also spoken by
different communities.

How does Singapore promote multilingualism among its
citizens?
Singapore promotes multilingualism through its bilingual education policy,
requiring students to learn English and their designated mother tongue
language.

Is English considered the lingua franca in
Singapore?
Yes, English serves as the lingua franca in Singapore, enabling communication
among the diverse ethnic groups living there.

Can tourists easily communicate in English when
visiting Singapore?
Yes, tourists can easily communicate in English in Singapore as it is widely
spoken and understood throughout the country.

Additional Resources
**What Language Do Singapore Speak? An In-Depth Exploration of Singapore’s
Linguistic Landscape**

what language do singapore speak is a question that often arises due to the
city-state’s unique multicultural fabric and its status as a global hub.
Singapore is renowned for its diversity, not only in its cultural and ethnic
composition but also in its linguistic landscape. Understanding the languages
spoken in Singapore requires an exploration of its history, education
policies, and social dynamics. This article delves into the languages used in
Singapore, examining official languages, everyday communication, and the role
of language in the nation’s identity.

The Multilingual Reality of Singapore

Singapore is a melting pot of ethnicities primarily comprising Chinese,
Malay, Indian, and Eurasian communities. This diversity naturally translates
into a multilingual society. Rather than a single dominant language,



Singapore operates with a pragmatic approach to language, recognizing several
languages officially and informally.

The four official languages of Singapore are English, Malay, Mandarin
Chinese, and Tamil. These languages were selected to reflect the country’s
major ethnic groups and to facilitate communication across communities.
Notably, English plays a pivotal role as the lingua franca, uniting people
from different backgrounds and serving as the language of administration,
education, and business.

English: The Lingua Franca

English is the primary language of government, law, and commerce in
Singapore. Its prominence is a legacy of British colonial rule, which ended
in 1963, but the language’s role has been carefully preserved and expanded
post-independence. Today, English is the medium of instruction in most
schools and is widely spoken in urban centers and professional settings.

One of the reasons why English dominates is because it acts as a neutral
ground among the diverse ethnic groups. While many Singaporeans speak their
mother tongues at home, English is the common language in public life. The
government’s bilingual policy requires students to learn English as their
first language and their respective mother tongues as second languages,
reinforcing English’s dominance.

Malay: The National Language

Despite English’s ubiquity, Malay holds the status of Singapore’s national
language. This designation is symbolic, acknowledging the indigenous Malay
population and the historical roots of the region. Malay is used in the
national anthem, military commands, and certain ceremonial contexts.

While Malay is spoken by a smaller percentage of the population compared to
other languages, its cultural significance remains strong. It is also the
language of choice in Malay-Muslim communities and is taught in schools as
part of the bilingual education system.

Mandarin Chinese and Tamil: Cultural Anchors

Mandarin Chinese serves as the mother tongue for the majority ethnic Chinese
population. The government’s “Speak Mandarin” campaign, launched in the late
1970s, aimed to unify various Chinese dialects such as Hokkien, Cantonese,
and Teochew under one common language to promote communication and economic
development. As a result, Mandarin has become predominant within the Chinese
community, although dialects persist in informal settings.



Tamil represents the Indian community’s linguistic heritage, especially among
Tamil-speaking Indians in Singapore. It is one of the official languages and
is taught in schools. Other Indian languages such as Hindi, Bengali, and
Punjabi are spoken within their respective communities but do not have
official status.

Language in Everyday Life and Media

The question of what language do Singapore speak extends beyond official
classifications into everyday interactions. In daily life, Singaporeans often
use a mix of languages and dialects, including the colloquial creole known as
“Singlish.” Singlish is an English-based creole infused with Malay, Chinese
dialects, Tamil, and other influences, embodying the multicultural identity
of Singapore.

Singlish: A Double-Edged Sword

Singlish is widely spoken in informal contexts and is a marker of local
identity. It reflects the linguistic creativity and hybridity of Singapore’s
population. However, the government discourages its use in formal settings,
viewing it as a barrier to international communication and economic
competitiveness.

This tension between preserving local linguistic flavor and promoting
standard English highlights the complexities within Singapore’s language
policies. While Singlish fosters a sense of belonging, the emphasis on
Standard English aims to maintain Singapore’s global relevance.

Media and Language Representation

Singapore’s media landscape further illustrates the multilingual nature of
the society. Television, radio, and newspapers cater to different language
groups, offering content in English, Mandarin, Malay, and Tamil. This
multilingual media environment ensures that each community can access
information and entertainment in their preferred language.

Government campaigns and public signage are often multilingual, reflecting
the inclusive linguistic approach. For instance, road signs and public
notices appear in English, Mandarin, and Malay, ensuring accessibility across
language groups.



The Role of Education in Shaping Language Use

Education policy is central to understanding what language do Singapore speak
today because it actively shapes linguistic competencies. The bilingual
education system requires students to master English and their designated
mother tongue. This policy aims to preserve cultural heritage while equipping
Singaporeans with skills to participate in the global economy.

Bilingual Policy Advantages and Challenges

The bilingual policy has several advantages:

Promotes social cohesion by facilitating communication across ethnic
groups.

Preserves cultural identities by encouraging mother tongue proficiency.

Enhances economic competitiveness through English proficiency.

However, challenges persist. Some students struggle to achieve fluency in
both languages, particularly as English dominates media and social
interactions. Additionally, the emphasis on Mandarin has sometimes
overshadowed other Chinese dialects, leading to concerns about dialect
preservation.

Language Proficiency Trends

Surveys indicate high English proficiency among Singaporeans, especially
younger generations, reflecting the success of education policies. Mother
tongue proficiency varies, with Mandarin generally strong among Chinese
students, while Tamil and Malay proficiency are maintained within their
communities but face pressures from English dominance.

Comparative Perspective: Singapore’s Language
Model

Singapore’s linguistic framework can be contrasted with other multilingual
nations. Unlike countries that designate one or two official languages,
Singapore’s recognition of four official languages is relatively unique for
its size. This approach balances respect for ethnic diversity with the
practical need for a unifying language.



In comparison, countries like Malaysia also recognize multiple languages but
have different political and social dynamics influencing language use.
Singapore’s emphasis on English as a neutral lingua franca sets it apart as a
globalized city-state.

This model has allowed Singapore to thrive as a business and cultural hub,
attracting expatriates and fostering international ties without losing its
multicultural character.

Language Evolution and Future Prospects

The linguistic landscape in Singapore continues to evolve. Globalization,
technological advances, and demographic changes influence language use
patterns. English is likely to maintain its dominant role, especially as
Singapore deepens its integration into the global economy.

At the same time, efforts to sustain mother tongue languages persist,
supported by government programs and community initiatives. The balance
between maintaining linguistic heritage and embracing global communication
remains a dynamic challenge.

Singapore’s experience offers valuable insights into managing multilingualism
in a modern society, illustrating how language policies can reflect and shape
national identity.

The question of what language do Singapore speak reveals more than just a
list of tongues; it uncovers a carefully negotiated linguistic ecosystem that
supports social harmony, economic vitality, and cultural richness. As
Singapore moves forward, its language landscape will no doubt continue to
adapt, reflecting the ongoing dialogue between tradition and modernization.
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2010-06-01 English in Singapore provides an up-to-date, detailed and comprehensive investigation
into the various issues surrounding the sociolinguistics of English in Singapore. Rather than
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attempting to cover the usual topics in an overview of a variety of English in a particular country,
the essays in this volume are important for identifying some of the most significant issues pertaining
to the state and status of English in Singapore in modern times, and for doing so in a treatment that
involves a critical evaluation of work in the field and new and thought-provoking angles for
reviewing such issues in the context of Singapore in the twenty-first century. The contributions
address the historical trajectory of English (past, present and possible future), its position in relation
to language policy and multiculturalism, the relationship between the standard and colloquial
varieties, and how English can and should be taught. This book is thus essential reading for scholars
and students concerned with how the dynamics of the English language are played out and managed
in a modern society such as Singapore. It will also interest readers who have a more general interest
in Asian studies, the sociology of language, and World Englishes.
  what language do singapore speak: Singapore English David Deterding, 2007-08-01 Over the
past few decades, Singapore English has been emerging as an independent variety of English with
its own distinct style of pronunciation, grammar and word usage. All the findings presented in the
book are illustrated with extensive examples from one hour of recorded conversational data from the
Lim Siew Hwee Corpus of Informal Singapore Speech, as well as some extracts from the NIE Corpus
of Spoken Singapore Speech and recent blogs. In addition, usage patterns found in the data are
summarised, to provide a solid foundation for the reported occurrence of various features of the
language. A full transcript of the data is included in the final chapter of the book.
  what language do singapore speak: A Study of Attitudes of Dialect Speakers Towards
the Speak Mandarin Campaign in Singapore Patrick Chin Leong Ng, 2017-01-19 This book
makes an original contribution to the fields of sociolinguistics, language planning policy and Chinese
language studies. It examines the effectiveness of the Singapore’s Speak Mandarin Campaign in
changing the language use of dialect speakers towards Mandarin.Singapore may be only “a small
red dot” and barely visible on the world’s map. However, its complex and dynamic linguistic
diversity and its quadrilingual educational system make it a unique and fascinating research site for
examining deliberate language planning on the part of governmental authorities. 2017 marks the
38th anniversary of the Speak Mandarin Campaign, a focused language-planning policy aimed at
changing the deeply entrenched sociolinguistic habits of Chinese Singaporeans who are used to
speaking Chinese dialects. This book provides a revealing update on dialect speakers’ attitudes
towards the campaign by including discussions and other related issues such as the recent call for
the revitalisation of Chinese dialects by younger dialect speakers, Chinese students’ attitude
towards learning Mandarin in schools, the encroachment of English in the home environment, the
spread and dominance of English in the local linguistic landscape, and the challenges of maintaining
Mandarin as a language of use and preference.
  what language do singapore speak: The Swiss in Singapore Dr Andreas Zangger, 2013 Since
the founding of colonial Singapore, the Swiss have been active on the island, whether as traders,
naturalists, or tourists fascinated by the exoticism of the East. Discover the stories of Swiss-made
sarongs, of Swiss globetrotters in Singapore and of the evolution of the longstanding Swiss Club
from its early days as the Swiss Rifle Shooting Club. Historian Andreas Zangger also provides the
background to the close economic and diplomatic relationship between the two countries today. This
fascinating history is accompanied by an assortment of contemporary and archival images,
photographs and documents. The Swiss in Singapore is the perfect guide to the past, present and
potential of the small but important Swiss community in the country that is often described as the
'Switzerland of the East'.
  what language do singapore speak: Between Tongues Jennifer Lindsay, 2006 Between
Tongues takes the subject of performance translation in a completely new direction. While the topic
is often discussed in relation to the translation of dramatic texts, such as Shakespeare in Malay, the
authors in this collection examine presentations of traditional and contemporary works in Asia in
their original languages before audiences who do not share that language. They also discuss
translation as a phenomenon inherent to much performance in Asia, particularly in multilingual



settings.
  what language do singapore speak: The Asia-Pacific in the Age of Transnational Mobility
Catherine Gomes, 2016-12-01 The growing mobility of people within and into the Asia Pacific region
has created environments of increasing diversity as nations become hosts to both permanent and
temporary multicultural societies. How do we begin to gauge the impact of mobility and
multiculturalism on individuals and groups in this diverse region today? The authors of The Asia
Pacific in the Age of Transnational Mobility turn to social media as a tool of inquiry to map how
mobile subjects and minorities articulate their sense of community and identity. The authors see
social media as a platform that allows users to document and express their individual and collective
identities, sometimes in restrictive communication environments, while providing a sense of
belonging and agency. They present original empirical work that attempts to help readers
understand how mobile subjects who circulate in the Asia Pacific create a sense of community for
themselves and articulate their ethnic, ideological and national identities.
  what language do singapore speak: Disciplinary Intuitions and the Design of Learning
Environments Kenneth Y. T. Lim, 2014-10-19 As children, we would have spilt glasses of milk,
dropped things, and broken things. As children, therefore, we would have developed intuitions about
how the world ‘works’, but we would not necessarily have been able to explain these ‘workings’. It
would only have been till we entered formal schooling that we would have learned codifications of
canon within each respective discipline, and consequently how to articulate the canon to explain the
intuition. The preceding example was from the natural sciences, but one could just have easily taken
an example from, say, the environmental sciences or from the social sciences. Indeed, much of this
book does just that, as it seeks to chart the territory of a new theory of learning around Disciplinary
Intuitions. Many of the chapters within draw frequent and explicit linkages to curriculum design,
from the premise of the need to go beyond addressing the conceptions of learners, to seeking to
understand the substrate upon which these conceptions are founded. The argument is made that this
substrate comprises the particular set of lived experiences of each learner, and how – because these
lived experiences are as tacit as they are diverse – designing curriculum around misconceptions and
preconceptions alone would not lead to enduring understanding from first principles. From this
perspective, Disciplinary Intuitions constitute an exciting field at the nexus of learning theories and
curriculum design.
  what language do singapore speak: Speaking in Tongues Marvin Carlson, 2009-08-07
divExplores the political, social, and historical implications of staged language /DIV
  what language do singapore speak: E-Governance and Social Inclusion: Concepts and
Cases Baum, Scott, Mahizhnan, Arun, 2014-05-31 The application of e-government technologies has
led to increased public participation and social inclusion, while allowing for greater government
transparency. These technologies provide accessibility to online content and services while offering
the public an active voice in governmental issues. E-Governance and Social Inclusion: Concepts and
Cases presents current and emerging research about the implementation of technology in
government and its broad social implications. This handbook aims to be a comprehensive reference
publication for academicians, researchers, practitioners, students, and managers with an interest in
e-government content and the ability for the public to access and utilize this technology.
  what language do singapore speak: Language Ideological Debates Jan Blommaert,
2010-12-14 No detailed description available for Language Ideological Debates.
  what language do singapore speak: Growing Up with Languages Claire Thomas, 2012
Primarily aimed as a practical resource for parents, but also of interest to students and researchers
because of its unique content, it includes recollections of and advice on many of the common issues
or dilemmas that arise in multilingual families.
  what language do singapore speak: Children's Literacy Development Catherine
McBride-Chang, 2014-02-04 This introduction to child literacy development looks at the subject from
an international perspective and is appropriate for students and professionals across a wide-range of
disciplines.



  what language do singapore speak: Negotiating Language, Constructing Race Nirmala
Srirekam PuruShotam, 2011-11-21 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SOCIOLOGY OF LANGUAGE brings
to students, researchers and practitioners in all of the social and language-related sciences carefully
selected book-length publications dealing with sociolinguistic theory, methods, findings and
applications. It approaches the study of language in society in its broadest sense, as a truly
international and interdisciplinary field in which various approaches, theoretical and empirical,
supplement and complement each other. The series invites the attention of linguists, language
teachers of all interests, sociologists, political scientists, anthropologists, historians etc. to the
development of the sociology of language.
  what language do singapore speak: A Grammar of Modern Baba Malay Nala H. Lee,
2022-02-07 This book documents modern Baba Malay, a critically endangered Austronesian-based
contact language with a Sinitic substrate. Formed via intermarriage between Hokkien-speaking male
traders and indigenous women in the Malay Peninsula, the language has less than 1,000 speakers in
Singapore and less than 1,000 speakers in Malacca, Malaysia. This volume fills a gap for reference
grammars of contact languages in general. Reference grammars written on contact languages are
rare, and much rarer is a reference grammar written about a critically endangered
Austronesian-based contact language. The reference grammar, which aims to be useful to linguists
and general readers interested in Baba Malay, describes the language’s sociohistorical background,
its circumstances of endangerment, and provides information regarding the phonology, parts of
speech, and syntax of Baba Malay as spoken in Singapore. A chapter that differentiates this variety
from that spoken in Malacca is also included. The grammar demonstrates that the nature of Baba
Malay is highly systematic, and not altogether simple, providing structural information for those who
are interested in the typology of contact languages.
  what language do singapore speak: Speaking Of Children: The Singapore Children's
Society Collected Lectures Singapore Children's Society, 2015-09-23 The book sheds light on the
transformation of childhood in Singapore, over our many milestones. It is a collection of lectures by
distinguished authorities on various aspects of childhood. They encompass a rich mix of historical
material and personal anecdotes garnered from the speakers themselves and their respective
professional expertise. Salient questions from the audience are also included with the speakers'
replies.
  what language do singapore speak: Language, Nation and Development in Southeast Asia
Lee Hock Guan, 2003-08-01 Language policies in Southeast Asia have been shaped by the process of
nation-building on the one hand and by political and economic considerations on the other. The early
years of nation-building in Southeast Asia generated intensive language conflicts precisely because
state policies privileged the idea of a monolingual nation and thus endeavoured to co-opt or even do
away with troublesome ethnic identities. In recent years, language policies are increasingly
influenced by pragmatic considerations, especially globalization and the awareness of a linkage
between language and economic development, such that Southeast Asian states in varying degrees
have become less insistent on promoting monolingual nationalism.This book evaluates the successes
and drawbacks of language policies in Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, Thailand,
Vietnam and Myanmar, especially the ways in which these policies have often been resisted or
contested. It is an invaluable primer on this linguistically complex region and a resource for
scholars, policy-makers, civil society activists and NGOs in various parts of the world facing equally
challenging ethnic/language issues.
  what language do singapore speak: A General History Of The Chinese In Singapore Chong
Guan Kwa, Bak Lim Kua, 2019-06-21 A General History of the Chinese in Singapore documents over
700 years of Chinese history in Singapore, from Chinese presence in the region through the
millennium-old Hokkien trading world to the waves of mass migration that came after the
establishment of a British settlement, and through to the development and birth of the nation.
Across 38 chapters and parts, readers are taken through the complex historical mosaic of Overseas
Chinese social, economic and political activity in Singapore and the region, such as the development



of maritime junk trade, plantation industries, and coolie labour, the role of different bangs, clan
associations and secret societies as well as Chinese leaders, the diverging political allegiances
including Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary activities and the National Salvation Movement leading up to
the Second World War, the transplanting of traditional Chinese religions, the changing identity of
the Overseas Chinese, and the developments in language and education policies, publishing, arts,
and more.With 'Pride in our Past, Legacy for our Future' as its key objective, this volume aims to
preserve the Singapore Chinese story, history and heritage for future generations, as well as keep
our cultures and traditions alive. Therefore, the book aims to serve as a comprehensive guide for
Singaporeans, new immigrants and foreigners to have an epitome of the Singapore society. This
publication is supported by the National Heritage Board's Heritage Project Grant.Related Link(s)
  what language do singapore speak: Singapore English Jakob R. E. Leimgruber, 2013-05-09
In recent years the study of English and its global varieties has grown rapidly as a field of study. The
English language in Singapore, famous for its vernacular known as 'Singlish', is of particular interest
to linguists because it takes accent, dialect and lexical features from a wide range of languages
including Malay, Mandarin, Hokkien and Tamil, as well as being influenced by the Englishes of
Britain, Australia and America. This book gives a comprehensive overview of English in Singapore by
setting it within a historical context and drawing on recent developments in the field of indexicality,
world Englishes and corpus research. Through application of the indexicality framework Jakob
Leimgruber offers readers a new way of thinking about and analysing the unique syntactic, semantic
and phonological structure of Singapore English. This book is ideal for researchers and advanced
students interested in Singapore and its languages.
  what language do singapore speak: Studies in Ethnopragmatics, Cultural Semantics, and
Intercultural Communication Lauren Sadow, Bert Peeters, Kerry Mullan, 2019-10-23 This book is the
third in a three-volume set that celebrates the career and achievements of Cliff Goddard, a pioneer
of the Natural Semantic Metalanguage approach in linguistics. This third volume explores the
potential of Minimal English, a recent offshoot of the Natural Semantic Metalanguage, with special
reference to its use in Language Teaching and Intercultural Communication. Often considered the
most fully developed, comprehensive and practical approach to cross-linguistic and cross-cultural
semantics, Natural Semantic Metalanguage is based on evidence that there is a small core of basic,
universal meanings (semantic primes) that can be expressed in all languages. It has been used for
linguistic and cultural analysis in such diverse fields as semantics, cross-cultural communication,
language teaching, humour studies and applied linguistics, and has reached far beyond the
boundaries of linguistics into ethnopsychology, anthropology, history, political science, the medical
humanities and ethics.

Related to what language do singapore speak
Change your display language on Google You can set your preferred language for buttons and
other display text that appears in Google Search. Tip: This doesn’t change the language of your
search results. Learn how Google
Change the language of Google Assistant Add a second language to Google Assistant If you add
a second language to Google Assistant, it can recognize either of the languages you've chosen
Change app language on your Android phone - Google Help Change the language setting for a
specific app Important: Apps that are set to follow the system default use the first supported
language in the list. On your device, open your Settings app.
Change language or location settings - Android - YouTube Help Scroll to "Language" to
update your email notification language. Change your language or location on smart TVs, streaming
devices & game consoles By default, the YouTube app on smart TVs,
Change your Gmail language settings - Android - Gmail Help Change the language of the
Gmail app Important: Some of these steps work only on Android 14 and up. Learn how to check your
Android version. Apps that are set to follow the system by
Change Gemini's language - Computer - Gemini Apps Help Change Gemini's language You can



choose the language Gemini Apps display, and in certain cases, understand in Language settings.
This setting changes the language for the menu,
Change language or location settings - Computer - YouTube Help Scroll to 'Language' to
update your email notification language. Change your language or location on smart TVs, streaming
devices and game consoles By default, the YouTube app on smart
Change language or location settings Scroll to "Language" to update your email notification
language. Change your language or location on smart TVs, streaming devices & game consoles By
default, the YouTube app on smart TVs,
Change your app language - Waze Help - Google Help Change the language on your phone. The
changes will apply when you use Waze in your car. If you're using Android Auto or CarPlay, make
sure to disconnect your phone first. Open Waze
Change your Gmail language settings - iPhone & iPad - Gmail Help Change the language of
the Gmail app To change the language of your Gmail app, you must change the device's language
setting. When you change the language, it affects other apps on
Change your display language on Google You can set your preferred language for buttons and
other display text that appears in Google Search. Tip: This doesn’t change the language of your
search results. Learn how Google
Change the language of Google Assistant Add a second language to Google Assistant If you add
a second language to Google Assistant, it can recognize either of the languages you've chosen
Change app language on your Android phone - Google Help Change the language setting for a
specific app Important: Apps that are set to follow the system default use the first supported
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changes will apply when you use Waze in your car. If you're using Android Auto or CarPlay, make
sure to disconnect your phone first. Open Waze
Change your Gmail language settings - iPhone & iPad - Gmail Help Change the language of
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