
ten thousand waves isaac julien
Ten Thousand Waves Isaac Julien: A Mesmerizing Journey through Art and Memory

ten thousand waves isaac julien is more than just a title; it’s an evocative
phrase that encapsulates a profound cinematic and artistic experience crafted
by the acclaimed British artist and filmmaker Isaac Julien. Known for his
poetic visual storytelling and layered narratives, Julien’s work often
explores themes of identity, history, and the intersections of culture. Ten
Thousand Waves stands out as a compelling example of his ability to blend
documentary with fiction, inviting viewers into a meditative space where past
and present converge.

Exploring the Essence of Ten Thousand Waves
Isaac Julien

Isaac Julien’s Ten Thousand Waves is a multi-screen film installation that
delves deep into the tragic 2004 Morecambe Bay cockling disaster in the UK,
where 23 Chinese immigrant workers lost their lives. However, the work
transcends a mere recounting of events. It becomes a poetic reflection on
migration, loss, and the invisible lives of those on the margins of society.
Julien’s signature approach is evident here—blending lyrical imagery, sound,
and fragmented narratives to create a hauntingly beautiful yet unsettling
atmosphere.

The Intersection of Art, Politics, and Memory

What makes Ten Thousand Waves by Isaac Julien particularly powerful is how it
navigates the complex relationship between art and socio-political
commentary. The film installation challenges viewers to confront the
realities of economic disparity, labor exploitation, and racial prejudice
without resorting to didacticism. Instead, Julien relies on evocative visuals
and ambient soundscapes to evoke empathy and reflection.

By weaving in traditional Chinese elements alongside contemporary British
settings, Ten Thousand Waves bridges cultural divides and questions notions
of belonging and alienation. The title itself references a Chinese folk tale
about ten thousand waves, a metaphor for overwhelming forces and the
struggles faced by the characters depicted.

Isaac Julien’s Artistic Style and Techniques in



Ten Thousand Waves

One of the most remarkable aspects of Ten Thousand Waves isaac julien is his
experimental use of multi-screen projections. Unlike conventional films,
Julien’s installation occupies space in a way that immerses the audience,
surrounding them with interweaving images and sounds. This technique allows
for a non-linear narrative, encouraging viewers to piece together the story
from various perspectives.

Visual Storytelling Through Multi-Screen
Installation

Julien’s choice to present Ten Thousand Waves as an installation rather than
a traditional film screening is intentional. The segmented screens create a
fragmented yet cohesive experience, mirroring the fractured lives and
memories of the migrant workers. This spatial storytelling invites active
engagement, as audiences move through the installation and encounter scenes
that evoke both intimacy and dislocation.

Use of Sound and Music

Sound design plays a crucial role in Ten Thousand Waves. Julien incorporates
traditional Chinese music, ambient sounds, and modern compositions to deepen
the emotional resonance of the work. The auditory experience complements the
visuals, often blurring the boundaries between reality and myth, past and
present.

Contextualizing Ten Thousand Waves within Isaac
Julien’s Oeuvre

Isaac Julien is renowned for his body of work that interrogates cultural
identity, diaspora, and queer experiences. Ten Thousand Waves fits seamlessly
within this thematic framework but also marks an evolution in his
storytelling approach.

Comparisons with Other Works

Works like “Looking for Langston” and “Western Union: Small Boats” also
investigate displacement and identity, but Ten Thousand Waves expands the
scope by incorporating a more explicit socio-political context tied to a
real-world tragedy. The film’s poetic style and immersive installation format



have influenced contemporary art practices, highlighting Julien’s role as a
pioneer in experimental cinema.

Impact and Reception

Since its debut, Ten Thousand Waves has been showcased in numerous galleries
and art institutions worldwide, earning critical acclaim for its innovative
narrative form and emotional depth. Critics praise Julien’s ability to
humanize a complex issue through artistry, making the invisible visible and
prompting discussion about immigration, labor rights, and cultural memory.

Why Ten Thousand Waves Isaac Julien Resonates
Today

In an era marked by global migration crises and heightened awareness of
social injustices, Ten Thousand Waves remains profoundly relevant. The
installation encourages viewers to reflect on the human stories behind
headlines and statistics, fostering a sense of compassion and urgency.

Lessons from the Installation

One takeaway from engaging with Ten Thousand Waves is the power of art to
illuminate difficult truths. Julien’s work reminds us that history is not
just recorded in texts but also in images, sounds, and collective memory. By
experiencing the installation, audiences gain insight into the emotional and
psychological impact of displacement and loss.

Inspiration for Artists and Storytellers

For those interested in multimedia art or social justice storytelling, Ten
Thousand Waves offers a masterclass in blending aesthetics with advocacy.
Julien’s innovative use of space, narrative fragmentation, and cultural
symbolism serve as valuable tools for creating meaningful, immersive art.

Visiting and Experiencing Ten Thousand Waves

If you have the opportunity to visit an exhibition featuring Ten Thousand
Waves, it’s worth approaching with an open mind and a willingness to engage
deeply. The installation’s ambient environment encourages slow viewing and
contemplation.



Tips for Viewing

Allow yourself time to absorb each screen’s content rather than rushing
through.

Pay attention to the layering of images and how they interact across the
screens.

Notice the soundscapes and how they influence your emotional response.

Reflect on the cultural references and historical context embedded
within the work.

Where to Find Ten Thousand Waves

Ten Thousand Waves has been exhibited at major institutions such as the Tate
Modern in London and the Museum of Modern Art in New York. Keep an eye on
exhibition schedules or Isaac Julien’s official channels for upcoming
showings or digital releases.

Ten Thousand Waves Isaac Julien remains a seminal work that pushes boundaries
in visual storytelling. It’s a poignant reminder of art’s ability to connect
us across cultures, histories, and experiences—inviting viewers to ride the
waves of memory, loss, and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Ten Thousand Waves' by Isaac Julien?
'Ten Thousand Waves' is a multi-screen video installation by British artist
Isaac Julien that explores the 2008 Chinese fishing boat tragedy and reflects
on themes of migration, cultural identity, and loss.

When was 'Ten Thousand Waves' by Isaac Julien first
released?
'Ten Thousand Waves' was first released in 2010.

What themes does Isaac Julien address in 'Ten
Thousand Waves'?
Isaac Julien addresses themes such as migration, cultural identity, memory,



loss, and the impact of globalization in 'Ten Thousand Waves'.

How many screens are used in Isaac Julien's 'Ten
Thousand Waves'?
'Ten Thousand Waves' is presented as a multi-screen installation, typically
using up to six screens to create an immersive experience.

What inspired Isaac Julien to create 'Ten Thousand
Waves'?
The installation was inspired by the 2008 tragedy in which 58 Chinese
fishermen drowned when their boat capsized off the coast of England,
prompting Julien to explore issues of migration and cultural connections
between China and the West.

Where has 'Ten Thousand Waves' by Isaac Julien been
exhibited?
'Ten Thousand Waves' has been exhibited in various international venues,
including Tate Britain in London, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago,
and the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Seoul.

What artistic style characterizes 'Ten Thousand
Waves'?
'Ten Thousand Waves' is characterized by Julien's signature poetic and
cinematic style, combining documentary footage, choreography, and visual
storytelling to create a layered narrative.

How does 'Ten Thousand Waves' engage with Chinese
culture?
The installation incorporates elements of Chinese history, mythology, dance,
and landscape to explore the cultural identity and diaspora of Chinese
communities.

What role does music play in 'Ten Thousand Waves'?
Music and sound design are integral to 'Ten Thousand Waves,' enhancing the
emotional depth and atmosphere, often blending traditional Chinese music with
contemporary compositions.

Why is 'Ten Thousand Waves' considered significant



in contemporary art?
'Ten Thousand Waves' is significant for its innovative use of multi-screen
video installation to address complex social issues such as migration and
identity, making it a landmark work in contemporary art and film.

Additional Resources
Ten Thousand Waves Isaac Julien: A Profound Exploration of Memory, Migration,
and Identity

ten thousand waves isaac julien is a compelling work by the British filmmaker
and installation artist Isaac Julien that delves into themes of migration,
trauma, and cultural memory. First premiered in 2010, this evocative film
installation has since garnered critical acclaim for its innovative narrative
structure, multi-screen presentation, and poignant reflection on the
intersection of personal and collective histories. Julien’s work challenges
conventional storytelling by blending documentary, fiction, and poetic
imagery, creating a layered experience that invites viewers to engage deeply
with the complexities of displacement and belonging.

In-depth Analysis of Ten Thousand Waves

Isaac Julien’s Ten Thousand Waves stands out not only for its artistic
ambition but also for its socio-political relevance. The piece is inspired by
a tragic real-life event—the 2004 Morecambe Bay cockling disaster in England,
where 23 Chinese immigrant workers drowned while picking cockles during a
sudden tide. Julien uses this incident as a starting point to explore broader
narratives about the migrant experience, cultural identity, and the often
invisible labor of immigrant communities within Western societies.

The installation employs a multi-screen format, typically involving four
screens arranged in a square, immersing viewers in a 360-degree visual and
auditory environment. This format allows Julien to juxtapose different
perspectives simultaneously, weaving together the present and the past,
reality and myth, memory and history. The non-linear storytelling is
deliberate, reflecting the fragmented and multifaceted nature of migration
and memory.

Visual and Cinematic Techniques

Ten Thousand Waves is notable for its rich visual language. Julien’s
cinematography is lush and poetic, combining sweeping landscapes, intimate
portraits, and symbolic imagery. The film’s aesthetic draws from a range of
influences, including Chinese art and culture, as well as contemporary



Western cinematic techniques. The use of slow motion, layered images, and
carefully choreographed movement contributes to the film’s dreamlike quality.

Sound design is equally critical to the installation’s impact. The soundtrack
features a blend of traditional Chinese music, contemporary sounds, and
ambient noises that situate the viewer within the cultural and emotional
landscape of the narrative. This multisensory approach enhances the immersive
experience and underscores the themes of dislocation and longing.

Thematic Depth and Cultural Significance

At its core, Ten Thousand Waves is an exploration of identity and the human
cost of globalization. Julien interrogates the invisibility of migrant
laborers, their struggles for survival, and the cultural erasure they often
face. The film does not present a linear or didactic account but rather
evokes a poetic meditation on loss, memory, and resilience.

The title itself, Ten Thousand Waves, references a traditional Chinese idiom
symbolizing the overwhelming forces of nature and fate, suggesting the
persistent challenges faced by migrants navigating foreign environments.
Through this lens, Julien constructs a dialogue between East and West, past
and present, individual and collective memories.

Contextualizing Isaac Julien’s Work Within
Contemporary Art

Isaac Julien is recognized as one of the leading figures in contemporary art,
particularly for his innovative use of film and installation to address
complex social issues. Ten Thousand Waves exemplifies his approach of merging
aesthetics with activism, using art as a medium to amplify marginalized
voices.

Compared to other works by Julien, such as “Looking for Langston” or
“Baltimore,” Ten Thousand Waves is distinguished by its focus on geographic
and cultural displacement, as well as its ambitious multi-screen
presentation. The work aligns with a broader trend in contemporary art that
seeks to challenge singular narratives and embrace multiplicity.

Impact and Reception

Since its debut, Ten Thousand Waves has been exhibited in major museums and
art festivals worldwide, including the Tate Modern in London and the Museum
of Modern Art in New York. Critics have praised the installation for its
emotional intensity, visual innovation, and political resonance.



Some have noted that the film’s non-linear narrative and multi-screen format
can be challenging for some viewers, requiring active engagement and
interpretation. However, this complexity is often seen as a strength,
encouraging deeper reflection on the themes presented.

Comparison with Other Multi-Screen Installations

Ten Thousand Waves can be analyzed alongside other multi-screen video
installations that explore themes of migration and identity. For instance,
works by artists such as Doug Aitken or Bill Viola also utilize immersive
environments to engage viewers emotionally and intellectually.

What sets Julien’s work apart is its specific cultural focus and the blending
of documentary elements with poetic fiction. This hybrid approach allows Ten
Thousand Waves to function both as an art piece and a social commentary,
bridging gaps between artistic disciplines and audiences.

Key Features and Artistic Innovations

Multi-screen Installation: The use of four screens arranged in a square
creates an enveloping visual field that challenges traditional cinematic
viewing.

Non-linear Narrative: The fragmented storytelling mirrors the disjointed
experiences of migrants and the complexities of memory.

Cross-cultural References: Incorporation of Chinese mythology, language,
and aesthetics alongside Western art forms enriches the narrative
layers.

Immersive Sound Design: The carefully crafted audio landscape enhances
emotional engagement and cultural context.

Social and Political Engagement: Addresses issues of labor exploitation,
immigration, and cultural identity with subtlety and depth.

Pros and Cons of the Installation Format

Pros:1.

Engages audiences in a multi-sensory experience that deepens



understanding.

Allows simultaneous presentation of multiple perspectives.

Encourages active viewer participation and interpretation.

Cons:2.

The non-linear and fragmented format can be disorienting for some
viewers.

Requires specific spatial arrangements, limiting exhibition
options.

Potentially less accessible to audiences unfamiliar with
contemporary art installations.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Over a decade since its initial release, Ten Thousand Waves remains a
significant work in Isaac Julien’s oeuvre and in contemporary art discourse.
Its exploration of migration, memory, and identity continues to resonate amid
ongoing global debates about borders, displacement, and cultural integration.

The installation’s ability to merge aesthetics with activism offers a model
for artists seeking to address social issues through innovative mediums.
Furthermore, the work’s emphasis on the intersectionality of
experience—combining race, class, history, and geography—makes it a vital
reference point for scholars and practitioners alike.

Isaac Julien’s Ten Thousand Waves ultimately transcends its immediate
narrative to become a universal meditation on human resilience in the face of
adversity, challenging viewers to reconsider their own perspectives on
migration and belonging.

Ten Thousand Waves Isaac Julien
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  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Ten Thousand Waves Isaac Julien, Christopher Leigh
Connery, 2010
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: When Home Won't Let You Stay Eva Respini, Ruth
Erickson, 2019-01-01 Insightful and interdisciplinary, this book considers the movement of people
around the world and how contemporary artists contribute to our understanding of it In this timely
volume, artists and thinkers join in conversation around the topic of global migration, examining
both its cultural impact and the culture of migration itself. Individual voices shed light on the
societal transformations related to migration and its representation in 21st-century art, offering
diverse points of entry into this massive phenomenon and its many manifestations. The featured
artworks range from painting, sculpture, and photography to installation, video, and sound art, and
their makers--including Isaac Julien, Richard Mosse, Reena Saini Kallat, Yinka Shonibare MBE, and
Do Ho Suh, among many others--hail from around the world. Texts by experts in political science,
Latin American studies, and human rights, as well as contemporary art, expand upon the political,
economic, and social contexts of migration and its representation. The book also includes three
conversations in which artists discuss the complexity of making work about migration. Amid
worldwide tensions surrounding refugee crises and border security, this publication provides a
nuanced interpretation of the current cultural moment. Intertwining themes of memory, home,
activism, and more, When Home Won't Let You Stay meditates on how art both shapes and is shaped
by the public discourse on migration.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Documentary's Expanded Fields Jihoon Kim, 2022
Documentary's Expanded Fields: New Media and the Twenty-First-Century Documentary offers a
theoretical mapping of contemporary non-standard documentary practices enabled by the
proliferation of new digital imaging, lightweight and non-operator digital cameras, multiscreen and
interactive interfaces, and web 2.0 platforms. These emergent practices encompass digital data
visualizations, digital films that experiment with the deliberate manipulation of photographic
records, documentaries based on drone cameras, GoPros, and virtual reality (VR) interfaces,
documentary installations in the gallery, interactive documentary (i-doc), citizens' vernacular online
videos that document scenes of the protests such as the Arab Spring, the Hong Kong Protests, and
the Black Lives Matter Movements, and new activist films, videos, and archiving projects that
respond to those political upheavals. Building on the interdisciplinary framework of documentary
studies, digital media studies, and contemporary art criticism, Jihoon Kim investigates the ways in
which these practices both challenge and update the aesthetic, epistemological, political, and ethical
assumptions of traditional film-based documentary. Providing a diverse range of case studies that
classify and examine these practices, the book argues that the new media technologies and the
experiential platforms outside the movie theater, such as the gallery, the world wide web, and social
media services, expand five horizons of documentary cinema: image, vision, dispositif, archive, and
activism. This reconfiguration of these five horizons demonstrates that documentary cinema in the
age of new media and platforms, which Kim labels as the 'twenty-first-century documentary, '
dynamically changes its boundaries while also exploring new experiences of reality and history in
times of the contemporary crises across the globe, including the COVID-19 pandemic.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Displacements Alison Butler, 2019-11-20 This book is
about the aesthetics and politics of contemporary artists’ moving image installations, and the ways
that they use temporal and spatial relationships in the gallery to connect with geopolitical issues.
Displaced from the cinema, moving images increasingly address themes of movement and change in
the world today. Digital technology has facilitated an explosion of work of this kind, and the
expansion of contemporary art museums, biennales and large-scale exhibitions all over the world has
created venues and audiences for it. Despite its 20th century precursors, this is a new and distinct
artistic form, with an emerging body of thematic concerns and aesthetics strategies. Through
detailed analysis of a range of important 21st century works, the book explores how this
spatio-temporal form has been used to address major issues of our time, including post-colonialism,



migration and conflict. Paying close attention to the ways in which moving images interact with the
specific spaces and sites of exhibition, the book explores the mobile viewer’s experiences in these
immersive and transitory works.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Migrating the Black Body Leigh Raiford, Heike
Raphael-Hernandez, 2017-03-20 Migrating the Black Body explores how visual media—from painting
to photography, from global independent cinema to Hollywood movies, from posters and broadsides
to digital media, from public art to graphic novels—has shaped diasporic imaginings of the individual
and collective self. How is the travel of black bodies reflected in reciprocal black images? How is
blackness forged and remade through diasporic visual encounters and reimagined through
revisitations with the past? And how do visual technologies structure the way we see African
subjects and subjectivity? This volume brings together an international group of scholars and artists
who explore these questions in visual culture for the historical and contemporary African diaspora.
Examining subjects as wide-ranging as the appearance of blackamoors in Russian and Swedish
imperialist paintings, the appropriation of African and African American liberation images for
Chinese Communist Party propaganda, and the role of YouTube videos in establishing connections
between Ghana and its international diaspora, these essays investigate routes of migration, both
voluntary and forced, stretching across space, place, and time.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: The Photofilmic Brianne Cohen, Alexander Streitberger,
2016-02-03 Mapping the possibilities of photofilmic images This book explores the multifarious ways
in which art, cinema, and other forms of visual culture respond to a digitized and networked world.
Traditional discourses on medium specificity, developed in distinct disciplines, often fail to provide
an adequate description of the transformations that photography and film have undergone. The
essays, written by internationally renowned scholars, encompass a broad range of different forms
such as video, documentary film, cinema, photography, and the Internet, as well as varied fields
such as art history, film studies, photography theory, visual culture studies, and media theory. In this
way they deal with heterogeneous practices or techniques ranging from panoramas, drone
surveillance, tableau vivant, press coverage, computer-based editing, digitized financial markets,
and various concepts such as temporality and contemporaneity, eco-aesthetics and forensic practice,
countervisuality, human rights and political imagination, social transparency and control, thus
charting the possibilities of the continuous border-crossing movement between photographic and
filmic images within contemporary art and visual culture. This volume also contains, as an artist’s
contribution, a substantial and richly illustrated interview with Eric Baudelaire. Contributors: Eric
Baudelaire (Paris), Brianne Cohen (Amherst College), Stefanie Diekmann (University of Hildesheim),
Evgenia Giannouri (Paris 3 Sorbonne Nouvelle), Lilian Haberer (University of Cologne), Jana J.
Haeckel (UCL), Ágnes Pethö (Sapientia University of Transylvania, Romania), Eivind Rossaak
(National Library of Norway), Linda Schädler (ETH Zurich), Terry Smith (University of Pittsburgh),
Alexander Streitberger (UCL), Hilde Van Gelder (KU Leuven).
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: The Essay Film After Fact and Fiction Nora M. Alter,
2018-01-02 Nora M. Alter reveals the essay film to be a hybrid genre that fuses the categories of
feature, art, and documentary film. Like its literary predecessor, the essay film draws on a variety of
forms and approaches; in the process, it fundamentally alters the shape of cinema. The Essay Film
After Fact and Fiction locates the genre’s origins in early silent cinema and follows its
transformation with the advent of sound, its legitimation in the postwar period, and its multifaceted
development at the turn of the millennium. In addition to exploring the broader history of the essay
film, Alter addresses the innovative ways contemporary artists such as Martha Rosler, Isaac Julien,
Harun Farocki, John Akomfrah, and Hito Steyerl have taken up the essay film in their work.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: The Story of Contemporary Art Tony Godfrey, 2020-11-10 An
introduction to the rich and diverse history of contemporary art over the past 60 years—from
Modernism and minimalism to artists like Andy Warhol and Marina Abramović. Featuring lavish
illustrations, this is the perfect gift for art history fans and anyone looking for a more inclusive
perspective on ‘the old boys’ club.’ Encountering a work of contemporary art, a viewer might ask,



What does it mean? Is it really art? and Why does it cost so much? These are not the questions that
E. H. Gombrich set out to answer in his magisterial The Story of Art. Contemporary art seems totally
unlike what came before it, departing from the road map supplied by Raphael, Dürer, Rembrandt,
and other European masters. In The Story of Contemporary Art, Tony Godfrey picks up where
Gombrich left off, offering a lively introduction to contemporary art that stretches from Andy
Warhol’s Brillo boxes to Marina Abramović’s performance art to today’s biennale circuit and
million-dollar auctions. Godfrey, a curator and writer on contemporary art, chronicles important
developments in pop art, minimalism, conceptualism, installation art, performance art, and beyond.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Conservation of Time-Based Media Art Deena Engel,
Joanna Phillips, 2022-11-02 Conservation of Time-based Media Art is the first book to take stock of
the current practices and conceptual frameworks that define the emerging field of time-based media
conservation, which focuses on contemporary artworks that contain video, audio, film, slides or
software components. Written and compiled by a diverse group of time-based media practitioners
around the world, including conservators, curators, registrars and technicians among others, this
volume offers a comprehensive survey of specialized practices that have developed around the
collection, preservation and display of time-based media art. Divided into 23 chapters with
contributions from 36 authors and 85 additional voices, the narrative of this book provides both an
overview and detailed guidance on critical topics, including the acquisition, examination,
documentation and installation of time-based media art; cross-medium and medium-specific
treatment approaches and methods; the registration, storage, and management of digital and
physical artwork components; collection surveys and project advocacy; lab infrastructures, staffing
and the institutional implementation of time-based media conservation. Conservation of Time-based
Media Art serves as a critical resource for conservation students and for a diverse professional
audience who engage with time-based media art, including conservation practitioners and other
collection caretakers, curators, art historians, collectors, gallerists, artists, scholars and academics.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: New Chinese-Language Documentaries Kuei-fen Chiu,
Yingjin Zhang, 2014-11-21 Documentary filmmaking is one of the most vibrant areas of media
activity in the Chinese world, with many independent filmmakers producing documentaries that deal
with a range of sensitive socio-political problems, bringing to their work a strongly ethical approach.
This book identifies notable similarities and crucial differences between new Chinese-language
documentaries in mainland China and Taiwan. It outlines how documentary filmmaking has
developed, contrasts independent documentaries with dominant official state productions, considers
how independent documentary filmmakers go about their work, including the work of exhibiting
their films and connecting with audiences, and discusses the content of their documentaries,
showing how the filmmakers portray a wide range of subject matter regarding places and people,
and how they deal with particular issues including the underprivileged, migrants and women in an
ethical way. Throughout the book demonstrates how successful Chinese-language independent
documentary filmmaking is, with many appearances at international film festivals and a growing
number of award-winning titles.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Independent Filmmaking Around the Globe Doris
Baltruschat, Mary P. Erickson, 2015-01-01 With chapters on under-explored cinemas as well as
traditional centres, Independent Filmmaking around the Globe explores how contemporary
independent filmmaking increasingly defines the global cinema of our time.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: The Chinese Atlantic Sean Metzger, 2020-05-05 In The
Chinese Atlantic, Sean Metzger charts processes of global circulation across and beyond the
Atlantic, exploring how seascapes generate new understandings of Chinese migration, financial
networks and artistic production. Moving across film, painting, performance, and installation art,
Metzger traces flows of money, culture, and aesthetics to reveal the ways in which routes of
commerce stretching back to the Dutch Golden Age have molded and continue to influence the social
reproduction of Chineseness. With a particular focus on the Caribbean, Metzger investigates the
expressive culture of Chinese migrants and the communities that received these waves of people. He



interrogates central issues in the study of similar case studies from South Africa and England to
demonstrate how Chinese Atlantic seascapes frame globalization as we experience it today.
Frequently focusing on art that interacts directly with the sites in which it is located, Metzger
explores how Chinese migrant laborers and entrepreneurs did the same to shape—both physically
and culturally—the new spaces in which they found themselves. In this manner, Metzger encourages
us to see how artistic imagination and practice interact with migration to produce a new way of
framing the global.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Caryl Phillips’s Genealogies , 2023-11-27 Thematically
and structurally, the work of the Kittitian-British writer Caryl Phillips reimagines the notion of
genealogy. Phillips’s fiction, drama, and non-fiction foreground broken filiations and
forever-deferred promises of new affiliations in the aftermath of slavery and colonization. His texts
are also in dialogue with multiple historical figures and literary influences, imagining around the life
of the African American comedian Bert Williams and the Caribbean writer Jean Rhys, or retelling the
story of Othello. Additionally, Phillips’s work resonates with that of other writers and visual artists,
such as Derek Walcott, Toni Morrison, or Isaac Julien. Written to honor the career of renown
Phillipsian scholar Bénédicte Ledent, the contributions to this volume, including one by Phillips
himself, explore the multiple ramifications of genealogy, across and beyond Phillips’s work.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Aesthetic Cosmopolitanism and Global Culture ,
2019-11-11 Gathering scholars from five continents, this edited book displaces the elitist image of
cosmopolitan as well as the blame addressed to aesthetic cosmopolitanism often considered as
merely cosmetic. By considering aesthetic cosmopolitanism as a tool to understand how individuals
and social groups appropriate the sphere of culture in a global world, the authors are concerned
with its operationalization on two strongly interwoven levels, macro and micro, structural and
individual. Based on the discussion of theoretical perspectives and empirically grounded research
(qualitative and quantitative, conducted in many countries), this volume unveils new insights, on
tourism and food, architecture and museums, TV series and movies, rock, K-pop and samba, by
providing resources for making sense of aesthetic preferences in a global perspective. Contributors
are: Felicia Chan, Vincenzo Cicchelli, Talitha Alessandra Ferreira, Paula Iadevito, Sukhmani
Khorana, Anne Krebs, Antoinette Kujilaars, Franck Mermier, Sylvie Octobre, Joana Pellerano,
Rosario Radakovich, Motti Regev, Viviane Riegel, Clara Rodriguez, Leslie Sklair, Yi-Ping Eva Shi,
Claire Thoumelin and Dario Verderame.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Film and Video Intermediality Janna Houwen, 2017-07-13 In
Film and Video Intermediality, Janna Houwen innovatively rewrites the concept of medium
specificity in order to answer the questions “what is meant by video?” and “what is meant by film?”
How are these two media (to be) understood? How can film and video be defined as distinct, specific
media? In this era of mixed moving media, it is vital to ask these questions precisely and especially
on the media of video and film. Mapping the specificity of film and video is indispensable in
analyzing and understanding the many contemporary intermedial objects in which film and video are
mixed or combined.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Afterimages Laura Mulvey, 2019-11-15 Marking a return for
Laura Mulvey to questions of film theory and feminism, as well as a reconsideration of new and old
film technologies, this urgent and compelling collection of essays is essential reading for anyone
interested in the power and pleasures of moving images. Its title, Afterimages, alludes to the
dislocation of time that runs through many of the films and works it discusses as well as to the way
we view them. Beginning with a section on the theme of woman as spectacle, a shift in focus leads to
films from across the globe, directed by women and about women, all adopting radical cinematic
strategies. Mulvey goes on to consider moving image works made for art galleries, arguing that the
aesthetics of cinema have persisted into this environment. Structured in three main parts,
Afterimages also features an appendix of ten frequently asked questions on her classic feminist
essay “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema,” in which Mulvey addresses questions of
spectatorship, autonomy, and identity that are crucial to our era today.



  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Elements and Principles of 4D Art and Design Ellen Mueller,
2017 Elements and Principles of 4D Art and Design is a core text for 4D foundational studies,
offering students an accessible and hands-on introduction to the new elements and principles of
time-based art. Suitable for both majors and non-majors, the book begins by reviewing basic
aesthetic concepts and the principles and elements of 2- and 3D design to help students make
connections between more familiar art forms and the new world of 4D design. Through a range of
exercises and activities, students will hone improvisation, brainstorming, and critical thinking skills
while gaining experience in a range of technologies related to 4D design such as simple video and
audio recording and editing. Visit www.oup.com/us/mueller for additional material, including: -
Interviews, videos, and audio files for a selection of examples cited throughout the text - Links and
suggestions for online technical resources related to DSLR camera use, video editing, audio
recording and editing, and stop-motion animation - Links to additional resources on artists and art
for more in-depth learning
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: On the Viewing Platform Katie Trumpener, Tim Barringer,
2020-11-17 A wide-ranging study of the painted panorama’s influence on art, photography, and film
This ambitious volume presents a multifaceted account of the legacy of the circular painted
panorama and its far-reaching influence on art, photography, film, and architecture. From its
18th-century origins, the panorama quickly became a global mass-cultural phenomenon, often linked
to an imperial worldview. Yet it also transformed modes of viewing and exerted a lasting, visible
impact on filmmaking techniques, museum displays, and contemporary installation art. On the
Viewing Platform offers close readings of works ranging from proto-panoramic Renaissance
cityscapes and 19th-century paintings and photographs to experimental films and a wide array of
contemporary art. Extensively researched and spectacularly illustrated, this volume proposes an
expansive new framework for understanding the histories of art, film, and spectatorship.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Routledge Handbook of New Media in Asia Larissa Hjorth,
Olivia Khoo, 2015-11-06 While a decade ago much of the discussion of new media in Asia was
couched in Occidental notions of Asia as a default setting for technology in the future, today we are
seeing a much more complex picture of contesting new media practices and production. As new
media becomes increasingly an everyday reality for young and old across Asia through smartphones
and associated devices, boundaries between art, new media, and the everyday are transformed. This
Handbook addresses the historical, social, cultural, political, philosophical, artistic and economic
dimensions of the region’s new media. Through an interdisciplinary revision of both new media and
Asia the contributors provide new insights into the complex and contesting terrains of both notions.
The Routledge Handbook of New Media in Asia will be the definitive publication for readers
interested in comprehending all the various aspects of new media in Asia. It provides an
authoritative, up-to-date, intellectually broad, conceptually cutting-edge guide to the important
aspects of new media in the region — as the first point of consultation for researchers, advanced
level undergraduate and postgraduate students in fields of new media and Asian studies.
  ten thousand waves isaac julien: Cinema Studies: The Key Concepts Susan Hayward,
2013-01-03 Cinema Studies: The Key Concepts is an essential guide for anyone interested in film.
Providing accessible coverage of a comprehensive range of genres, movements, theories and
production terms, this is a must-have guide to a fascinating area of study and arguably the greatest
art form of modern times. Now fully revised and updated for its fourth edition, the book includes
new topical entries such as: CGI Convergence Cult cinema Digital cinema/Post-digital cinema Dogme
95• Movement-image/Time-image Quota quickies 3-D technology
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