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Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare: A Modern Guide to Shakespeare’s
Timeless Tragedy

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare is an invaluable resource for students,
literature enthusiasts, and anyone who wants to dive deep into one of
Shakespeare’s most famous plays without getting lost in archaic language.
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, with its complex themes, intricate characters, and
profound philosophical questions, can be intimidating to read and understand.
That's where No Fear Shakespeare’s version of Hamlet steps in, offering a
clear, modern English translation alongside the original text. This approach
makes it easier to grasp the storyline, analyze characters, and appreciate
the play’s timeless relevance.

If you’ve ever found yourself scratching your head over Shakespearean English
or struggling to interpret Hamlet'’s famous soliloquies, this guide will help
you understand how Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare can enhance your
reading experience and deepen your understanding of the play.

What Is Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare?

At its core, Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare is a study tool that
combines the power of Sparknotes’ detailed summaries and analyses with No
Fear Shakespeare’s side-by-side translation format. This means that for every
passage of Shakespeare’s original text, you get a modern translation right
next to it, making it easier to follow the plot and understand the meaning
without needing a dictionary or a Shakespearean scholar by your side.

The Benefits of Using No Fear Shakespeare for Hamlet

- **Accessibility:** Shakespeare’s language can feel dense and inaccessible,
especially for first-time readers. No Fear Shakespeare breaks down that
barrier by providing straightforward, contemporary English.

- **Contextual Understanding:** You're not just getting a translation;
Sparknotes supplements this with summaries, character breakdowns, and
thematic insights.

- **Enhanced Learning:** This format encourages deeper engagement because
readers can compare the original text with the modern version, picking up on
nuances and Shakespeare’s poetic style.

- **Time-Saving:** Instead of spending hours deciphering meaning, you get
quick clarifications that help you move through the play more efficiently.



Exploring Hamlet’s Themes Through Hamlet
Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare

One of the greatest strengths of the Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare
resource is how it illuminates the play’'s core themes without losing readers
in complicated language. Hamlet addresses questions of revenge, mortality,
madness, and the nature of existence — all of which remain deeply relevant
today.

Revenge and Justice

The play revolves around Prince Hamlet’s quest to avenge his father’s murder.
No Fear Shakespeare makes it easier to understand the moral dilemmas Hamlet
faces, the complexity of his indecision, and the consequences of revenge-
driven actions. The modern translations help highlight subtle differences in
tone and intent, making Hamlet'’s internal conflict more relatable.

Madness and Sanity

Is Hamlet truly mad, or is he pretending? The No Fear Shakespeare version
parses Hamlet'’s erratic behavior and speeches with clarity, allowing readers
to follow his psychological journey without getting lost. Sparknotes’
character analyses further explain how madness functions as a motif
throughout the play.

Life, Death, and Existential Questions

Hamlet’'s famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy is perhaps the most analyzed
passage in English literature. The modern English interpretation offered by
No Fear Shakespeare helps demystify this speech, breaking down Hamlet'’s
contemplation of life’s meaning and the fear of the unknown after death. This
makes the philosophical weight of the soliloquy accessible to all readers.

How Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare
Supports Students

Students often turn to Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare when preparing
for exams, writing essays, or participating in discussions. The combination
of clear summaries and modern translations allows for a more confident and
thorough understanding.



Understanding Characters and Motivations

One of the trickiest parts of Hamlet is keeping track of the characters and
their shifting motivations. Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare offers
detailed character descriptions and motivations in an easy-to-understand
format. For example, the complex relationship between Hamlet and Claudius 1is
broken down clearly, helping readers see the layers of deception and power
struggles.

Plot Summaries That Make Sense

Sometimes Shakespeare’s structure and language can make the plot hard to
follow. Sparknotes complements No Fear Shakespeare by providing scene-by-
scene summaries and analyses — perfect for review or when you’re stuck on a
confusing part of the play.

Essay and Exam Preparation

By translating Shakespeare’s language, No Fear Shakespeare allows students to
focus more on literary devices, themes, and symbolism rather than struggling
to understand the text itself. Sparknotes’ critical essays and study
questions help sharpen analytical skills, making essay writing more
manageable.

Tips for Using Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear
Shakespeare Effectively

To get the most out of Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare, it'’s important
to use the resource strategically.

* Read both versions: Start by reading the original text, then check the
modern translation to clarify confusing passages.

e Take notes: Jot down key themes, character traits, and questions that
arise as you read.

e Use summaries as checkpoints: After each act or scene, review the
Sparknotes summary to ensure you understood the events and their
significance.

e Explore character analyses: These provide insight into motivations and
relationships which deepen your comprehension of the drama.



e Discuss with others: Whether in class or online forums, talking about
the play helps cement your understanding and exposes you to different
interpretations.

The Role of No Fear Shakespeare in Modern
Shakespearean Studies

No Fear Shakespeare, including its version of Hamlet, represents a broader
movement in education to make classical literature more accessible and
engaging. While some purists prefer the original text alone, many educators
and students find that having a modern interpretation nearby opens up
Shakespeare’s works to a wider audience.

This approach encourages readers not only to understand the words but also to
appreciate Shakespeare’s wit, wordplay, and emotional depth. For those who
want to eventually tackle the original language in full, No Fear Shakespeare
serves as a helpful stepping stone.

Why Hamlet Remains Relevant Today

Hamlet'’s exploration of themes like betrayal, identity, and the search for
truth resonates across centuries. Sparknotes’ detailed breakdowns paired with
No Fear Shakespeare’s translations remind us that these ideas are not just
historical curiosities but ongoing human concerns. The resource invites
readers to reflect on their own experiences and moral choices, making Hamlet
an evergreen work in literary education.

Whether you’re a high school student, a college literature major, or simply a
curious reader, Hamlet Sparknotes No Fear Shakespeare is a tool that breaks
down barriers and invites you into the world of Shakespeare with confidence
and clarity.

Engaging with Hamlet through this dual-language, analytical lens can

transform your reading from a daunting chore into a rewarding journey through
one of theater’s greatest masterpieces.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'No Fear Shakespeare' Hamlet on SparkNotes?

'No Fear Shakespeare' Hamlet on SparkNotes is a resource that provides the
original Shakespearean text of Hamlet alongside a modern English translation,



making the play easier to understand for contemporary readers.

How does 'No Fear Shakespeare' help in understanding
Hamlet?

'No Fear Shakespeare' breaks down the complex Elizabethan language of Hamlet
into clear, modern English, allowing readers to grasp the plot, themes, and
character motivations more easily.

Where can I find 'No Fear Shakespeare' Hamlet on
SparkNotes?

You can find 'No Fear Shakespeare' Hamlet on the SparkNotes website under the
Shakespeare section, where the play is presented with side-by-side original
and modern text.

Is the 'No Fear Shakespeare' version of Hamlet a
full text?

Yes, the 'No Fear Shakespeare' version on SparkNotes provides the full text
of Hamlet, with each line accompanied by a modern English translation.

Can 'No Fear Shakespeare' Hamlet be used for
academic study?

Yes, 'No Fear Shakespeare' Hamlet is often used as a supplementary tool in
academic study to help students understand the play, but it is recommended to
also read the original text for deeper analysis.

What are the benefits of using SparkNotes' 'No Fear
Shakespeare' for Hamlet?

The benefits include improved comprehension of Shakespeare's language, quick
referencing, and the ability to compare original text with modern
translation, which aids in learning and teaching.

Does SparkNotes provide summaries and analyses along
with 'No Fear Shakespeare' Hamlet?

Yes, SparkNotes offers detailed summaries, analyses, character breakdowns,
and thematic discussions in addition to the 'No Fear Shakespeare' text of
Hamlet.

How accurate is the modern translation in 'No Fear



Shakespeare' Hamlet on SparkNotes?

The modern translation aims to be faithful to the original meaning and tone
of Hamlet while simplifying the language for clarity, though it is an
interpretation rather than a word-for-word translation.

Additional Resources

**Hamlet SparkNotes No Fear Shakespeare: A Modern Guide to Understanding
Shakespeare’s Tragedy**

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare has become an indispensable tool for
students, educators, and Shakespeare enthusiasts aiming to unlock the
complexity of one of the Bard’s most profound tragedies. The combination of
SparkNotes' detailed summaries and No Fear Shakespeare’s modern translations
offers a unique, accessible gateway into the intricate world of *Hamlet*,
bridging the gap between Elizabethan English and contemporary readers. This
synthesis not only aids comprehension but also encourages deeper literary
analysis and engagement with Shakespeare’s themes, characters, and dramatic
structure.

Understanding Hamlet through SparkNotes and No
Fear Shakespeare

*Hamlet* is often regarded as Shakespeare’s most challenging play due to its
dense language, complex character motivations, and philosophical undertones.
Traditional editions can be daunting for readers unfamiliar with Early Modern
English or Shakespearean conventions. This is where the synergy of *Hamlet
SparkNotes No Fear Shakespeare* proves invaluable.

SparkNotes provides concise chapter summaries, character breakdowns, thematic
explorations, and critical analyses, helping readers navigate the play’s
narrative arc and symbolic layers. Meanwhile, No Fear Shakespeare offers
side-by-side translations of the original text into contemporary English,
enabling immediate understanding without losing the play’s poetic rhythm.
This dual approach enhances accessibility and aids retention, making
Shakespeare’s work less intimidating and more enjoyable.

Key Features of Hamlet SparkNotes

SparkNotes’ resources for *Hamlet* are comprehensive and user-friendly:

e Act-by-act summaries: These summaries distill complex scenes into
manageable narratives, clarifying plot developments and character



actions.

e Character analyses: Detailed profiles of major and minor characters such
as Hamlet, Claudius, Ophelia, and Gertrude provide insight into their
motivations and relationships.

» Themes and motifs: SparkNotes explores central themes like revenge,
madness, mortality, and political intrique, offering critical

perspectives that enrich understanding.

e Essay topics and quizzes: These features encourage active engagement and
critical thinking, useful for academic settings.

The Role of No Fear Shakespeare in Decoding Hamlet

No Fear Shakespeare’s hallmark is its dual-language format, which pairs the
original Elizabethan text with a line-by-line modern English translation. For
*Hamlet*, this means readers can:

e Grasp complex passages: Difficult soliloquies, like the iconic "To be,
or not to be," become clearer without losing nuance.

e Compare language: Observing Shakespeare’s poetic devices alongside the
plain English helps readers appreciate his artistry.

e Enhance learning: Students can verify meanings instantly, reducing
frustration and promoting deeper literary analysis.

This approach democratizes Shakespeare, making *Hamlet* accessible beyond the
classroom to casual readers and theatergoers alike.

Comparative Benefits of Using Hamlet SparkNotes
No Fear Shakespeare

When considering aids for studying *Hamlet*, the combined use of SparkNotes
and No Fear Shakespeare stands out for several reasons:

1. Improved Comprehension

Both platforms address the linguistic barrier that often hinders appreciation



of Shakespeare’s plays. SparkNotes distills complex ideas, while No Fear
Shakespeare translates archaic language into familiar terms. Together, they
ensure readers don’t get lost in convoluted syntax or Elizabethan idioms.

2. Versatility for Different Learning Styles

SparkNotes caters well to visual and analytical learners through summaries
and thematic breakdowns. No Fear Shakespeare appeals to linguistic and
context-driven learners by providing immediate access to meaning. This dual
approach accommodates a broad audience range.

3. Time Efficiency

For students under time constraints, using SparkNotes with No Fear
Shakespeare allows quick comprehension without sacrificing depth. This
efficiency is critical during exam preparation or essay writing.

4. Encouragement of Critical Thought

While No Fear Shakespeare focuses on comprehension, SparkNotes promotes
interpretation and critique, offering essay prompts and thematic discussions
that encourage users to think beyond the text’s surface.

Potential Limitations and Considerations

Despite their advantages, reliance on *Hamlet SparkNotes No Fear Shakespeare*
resources alone may have drawbacks:

* Loss of poetic nuance: Modern translations, while clarifying, can
sometimes oversimplify Shakespeare’s intricate wordplay and metaphor.

e Overdependence: Students might neglect reading the original text fully
if they depend solely on summaries and translations.

e Contextual gaps: Neither platform substitutes for a broader
understanding of Elizabethan culture, theatrical practices, or
historical context.

Therefore, these tools are best used as supplements rather than replacements
for reading the original play or engaging with scholarly commentary.



Integrating Hamlet SparkNotes No Fear
Shakespeare in Academic and Personal Study

The practical application of these resources is evident in both classroom and
independent study settings. Educators often recommend SparkNotes summaries to
introduce *Hamlet* before assigning the full text. Meanwhile, No Fear
Shakespeare can serve as an immediate reference during reading sessions to
clarify difficult passages in real time.

For personal study, combining these resources allows for a layered approach:
1. Begin with No Fear Shakespeare to read a scene, referencing the modern
English side-by-side.

2. Consult SparkNotes to review summaries and explore thematic content for
broader understanding.

3. Engage with character analyses and critical essays on SparkNotes to
deepen interpretive skills.

This method fosters active reading and critical engagement, which are
essential for mastering Shakespearean drama.

Broader Impact on Shakespearean Literacy

The popularity of *Hamlet SparkNotes No Fear Shakespeare* reflects a growing
trend toward making Shakespeare accessible in the digital age. These
platforms contribute to:

e Democratizing literary classics by reducing barriers to entry.

e Supporting diverse learner needs through varied instructional methods.

e Preserving the relevance of Shakespeare in modern education and popular
culture.

As digital tools evolve, the fusion of summary, translation, and analysis
will likely remain central to literary education.

In essence, *Hamlet SparkNotes No Fear Shakespeare* offers a complementary
and comprehensive approach to understanding one of the most challenging yet
rewarding works in English literature. By bridging historical language gaps



and unpacking thematic complexity, these resources empower readers to
experience *Hamlet* with increased clarity and appreciation.
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people who say they love Shakespeare actually know what theyre talking about, or are they just
sheep? No Fear Shakespeare: A Companion gives you the straight scoop on everything you really
need to know about Shakespeare, including: Whats so great about Shakespeare? How did
Shakespeare get so smart? Five mysteries of Shakespeares life - and why they matter Did someone
else write Shakespeares plays? Where did Shakespeare get his ideas? Shakespeares world
Shakespeares theater Shakespeares language The five greatest Shakespeare Characters

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: In the Best Interest of Students Kelly Gallagher,
2023-10-10 In his new book,In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA
Classroom , teacher and author Kelly Gallagher notes that there are real strengths in the Common
Core standards, and there are significant weaknesses as well. He takes the long view, reminding us
that standards come and go but good teaching remains grounded in proven practices that sharpen
students' literacy skills.Instead of blindly adhering to the latest standards movement, Gallagher
suggests:Increasing the amount of reading and writing students are doing while giving students
more choice around those activitiesBalancing rigorous, high-quality literature and non-fiction works
with student-selected titlesEncouraging readers to deepen their comprehension by moving beyond
the four corners of the text-Planning lessons that move beyond Common Core expectations to help
young writers achieve more authenticity through the blending of genresUsing modeling to enrich
students' writing skills in the prewriting, drafting, and revision stagesResisting the de-emphasis of
narrative and imaginative reading and writingAmid the frenzy of trying to teach to a new set of
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standards, Kelly Gallagher is a strong voice of reason, reminding us that instruction should be
anchored around one guiding question: What is in the best interest of our students?

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: The BS Dictionary Bob Wiltfong, Tim Ito,
2020-04-28 Speak for Yourself Do you yearn for a book to disambiguate words and phrases
commonly used in business settings, your workplace, and in life in general? Do you wish the kimono
would open on idioms and clichés that stretch the bandwidth of understanding and make you
wonder if your career is scalable? What are you really saying when you go against the grain and are
aboveboard? What do you hear when your colleague wants face time or to move the needle? The BS
Dictionary: Uncovering the Origins and True Meanings of Business Speak provides the real-world
definitions to about 300 of the world's most commonly-used business terms and gives you the origin
story (who coined the term? when did it start to be used figuratively in the business world?) for each
one. Get the language clarity you need and have fun learning the full etymology of favorite phrases.
Read humorous commentary about how phrases might be misused or misunderstood. If you are
interested in language, business speak, writing, and trivia knowledge, this book is for you! Get The
BS Dictionary and impress your friends with your newfound wealth of phrases and their history.

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Hamlet William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2021-08-03 Shakespeare everyone can understand—now in this new EXPANDED edition of
HAMLET! Why fear Shakespeare? By placing the words of the original play next to line-by-line
translations in plain English, this popular guide makes Shakespeare accessible to everyone. And now
it features expanded literature guide sections that help students study smarter. The expanded
sections include: Five Key Questions: Five frequently asked questions about major moments and
characters in the play. What Does the Ending Mean?: Is the ending sad, celebratory, ironic . . . or
ambivalent? Plot Analysis: What is the play about? How is the story told, and what are the main
themes? Why do the characters behave as they do? Study Questions: Questions that guide students
as they study for a test or write a paper. Quotes by Theme: Quotes organized by Shakespeare’s main
themes, such as love, death, tyranny, honor, and fate. Quotes by Character: Quotes organized by the
play’s main characters, along with interpretations of their meaning.

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Hamlet William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of Hamletand an
easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The complete text of the
original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list
of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: William Shakespeare ,

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: A Midsummer Night's Dream William
Shakespeare, SparkNotes, 2021-08-03 Shakespeare everyone can understand—now in this new
EXPANDED edition of MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM! Why fear Shakespeare? By placing the
words of the original play next to line-by-line translations in plain English, this popular guide makes
Shakespeare accessible to everyone. And now it features expanded literature guide sections that
help students study smarter. The expanded sections include: Five Key Questions: Five frequently
asked questions about major moments and characters in the play. What Does the Ending Mean?: Is
the ending sad, celebratory, ironic . . . or ambivalent? Plot Analysis: What is the play about? How is
the story told, and what are the main themes? Why do the characters behave as they do? Study
Questions: Questions that guide students as they study for a test or write a paper. Quotes by Theme:
Quotes organized by Shakespeare’s main themes, such as love, death, tyranny, honor, and fate.
Quotes by Character: Quotes organized by the play’s main characters, along with interpretations of
their meaning.

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Shakespeare and Adaptation Theory Sujata
Iyengar, 2023-01-12 Shakespeare and Adaptation Theory reconsiders, after 20 years of intense
critical and creative activity, the theory and practice of adapting Shakespeare to different genres
and media. Organized around clusters of key metaphors, the book explicates the principal theories
informing the field of Shakespearean adaptation and surveys the growing field of case studies by




Shakespeare scholars. Each chapter also looks anew at a specific Shakespeare play from the
perspective of a prevailing set of theories and metaphors. Having identified the key critics
responsible for developing these metaphors and for framing the discussion in this way, Iyengar
moves on to analyze afresh the implications of these critical frames for adaptation studies as a whole
and for particular Shakespeare plays. Focusing each chapter around a different play, the book
contrasts comic, tragic, and tragicomic modes in Shakespeare's oeuvre and within the major genres
of adaptation (e.g., film, stage-production, novel and digital media). Each chapter seasons its
theoretical discussions with a lively sprinkling of allusions to Shakespeare - ranging from TikTok to
tissue-boxes, from folios and fine arts to fan work. To conclude each chapter, the author provides a
case-study of three or four significant and interesting adaptations from different genres or media. A
glossary of terms compiled by Philip Gilreath and the author completes the book.

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: The Taming of the Shrew William Shakespeare,
SparkNotes, 2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of The Taming
of the Shrew and an easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The
complete text of the original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday
language A complete list of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Henry V William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of Henry Vand an
easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The complete text of the
original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list
of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: King Lear William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of King Lear and an
easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The complete text of the
original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list
of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Sonnets William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of the Sonnets and an
easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The complete text of the
original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list
of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 Read Shakespeare’s plays in all their brilliance—and understand what every word
means! Don’t be intimidated by Shakespeare! These popular guides make the Bard’s plays accessible
and enjoyable. Each No Fear Shakespeare guide contains: The complete text of the original play
Aline-by-line translation that puts the words into everyday language A complete list of characters,
with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Merchant of Venice William Shakespeare,
SparkNotes, 2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of The
Merchant of Venice and an easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The
complete text of the original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday
language A complete list of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: The Tempest William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of The Tempest and an
easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The complete text of the
original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list
of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Richard III William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of Richard IIland an
easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The complete text of the
original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list



of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Twelfth Night William Shakespeare, SparkNotes,
2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of Twelfth Night and an
easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The complete text of the
original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list
of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary

hamlet sparknotes no fear shakespeare: Much Ado About Nothing William Shakespeare,
SparkNotes, 2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of Much Ado
About Nothingand an easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The
complete text of the original play A line-by-line translation that puts Shakespeare into everyday
language A complete list of characters with descriptions Plenty of helpful commentary
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