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Board Game Value Guide: Unlocking the True Worth of Your Collection

board game value guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to navigate the increasingly
popular world of tabletop gaming, whether you're a casual player, an avid collector, or someone
considering selling or trading games. The value of board games goes beyond just the price tag on
the box; it intertwines with rarity, condition, demand, edition, and even nostalgia. Understanding
these factors helps enthusiasts make informed decisions, avoid overpaying, or recognize a hidden
gem in their collection.

In this article, we'll dive deep into how to assess the worth of board games, key terminology to know,
and practical tips on preserving and enhancing their value over time. Whether you're hunting for
investment-worthy titles or simply want to keep your collection in top shape, this board game value
guide has got you covered.

Understanding Board Game Value: What Makes a Game
Worth More?

The value of a board game isn’t static; it fluctuates based on various factors. Some games skyrocket
in value after going out of print, while others hold steady due to ongoing popularity.

Rarity and Availability

One of the most straightforward aspects influencing a board game’s value is its availability. Limited
print runs, discontinued editions, or games from small publishers can become highly sought after.
For example, older editions of classic games like *Settlers of Catan* or *Twilight Imperium* can
fetch higher prices if they are no longer produced.

Rare expansions or promotional items linked to popular games also hold added value. Collectors
often seek out these unique components, making them a critical part of your board game value
guide.

Condition and Completeness Matter

A game’s physical condition is crucial. Mint or near-mint condition games naturally have higher
worth. This means all pieces, cards, boards, and manuals should be intact and in good shape.
Missing components or damaged boxes significantly decrease value, especially for collectors aiming
for pristine sets.

If you ever plan to resell, keeping the original packaging and inserts in excellent condition can
dramatically increase resale value.



Edition and Print Year

Different editions of the same game can have vastly different market values. First editions or limited
runs often carry a premium because of their collectible nature. Sometimes, later editions improve on
gameplay or components, but early prints maintain nostalgic or historic value for collectors.

Tracking the print year and edition number helps you accurately price your games or make buying
decisions.

How to Research Your Board Game’s Value

Knowing where and how to look up a game’s market value is a key step in any board game value
guide. Here are some practical ways to do it:

Online Marketplaces and Auction Sites

Platforms like eBay, BoardGameGeek Marketplace, and Amazon provide real-world pricing
examples. Look for completed or sold listings rather than just asking prices to get an accurate sense
of what buyers are willing to pay.

Keep an eye on variations, like different editions or versions, as these affect pricing.

BoardGameGeek and Community Forums

BoardGameGeek is the go-to hub for board game enthusiasts. Its marketplace and forums offer
invaluable insights into game values, availability, and collector demand. Many users share their
buying, selling, and trading experiences, which can help you gauge current trends.

Engaging with the community also lets you ask specific questions about rare or niche games.

Professional Appraisals and Specialty Stores

If you have a particularly rare or high-value game, consulting with specialty board game stores or
appraisers can provide expert evaluations. They often have a pulse on the market and can offer fair
pricing estimates based on condition, rarity, and demand.

This approach is especially helpful if you're selling a large collection or want to insure your games.



Tips for Maintaining and Increasing Your Board
Game’s Value

Proper care and smart choices can preserve or even boost your board game’s worth over time.

Store Games Properly

Keep your games in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight to prevent warping, fading, or
deterioration. Using protective sleeves for cards and resealable bags for small pieces reduces wear
and loss.

Stack boxes carefully to avoid crushing or damage.

Keep Everything Together

Losing components is the quickest way to lose value. Always store expansion packs with their base
games and avoid mixing pieces from different sets. For games with many small parts, consider using
organizers or trays to keep everything neat.

Handle with Care During Play

While board games are meant to be played, treating them gently helps maintain condition. Avoid
eating or drinking near your games, and be mindful when shuffling cards or moving pieces.

Document and Protect Limited Editions

If you own limited edition or promotional items, keep any certificates of authenticity and original
packaging. Photograph your collection for insurance purposes and to assist potential buyers in the
future.

What Influences Board Game Demand and How It
Affects Value

Demand plays a huge role in determining a game’s value. Even rare games might not command high
prices if there’s little interest.



Popularity and Cultural Impact

Games tied to popular franchises or those that have gone viral tend to maintain or increase value
due to ongoing demand. For instance, titles like *Dungeons & Dragons* or *Gloomhaven* have
strong communities that fuel interest and secondary market prices.

Mechanics and Replayability

Games with high replay value and engaging mechanics tend to stay relevant longer. This keeps
demand steady, which supports price stability.

Community and Organized Play

Games with active fan bases, tournaments, or organized play events often see a boost in value. They
attract new players, driving demand for copies and expansions.

Evaluating the Investment Potential of Board Games

While most people buy board games for fun, some see potential for investment. Here’s what to
consider:

Historical Price Trends

Look at how prices have changed over time for a game. Some classics appreciate steadily, while
others decline as newer games emerge.

Limited Edition and Kickstarter Copies

Kickstarter exclusives and limited print runs can gain value quickly, especially if the game becomes
a hit. However, this market can be volatile, so research thoroughly.

Condition and Provenance

Investment-grade games require impeccable condition and often come with proof of authenticity or
special signatures, which add to their collectible appeal.



Navigating the world of board game values is both an art and a science. Whether you're expanding
your collection, looking to sell, or just curious about what your games are worth, understanding the
nuances of rarity, condition, demand, and market trends will empower you to make smart choices.
As the tabletop gaming community continues to grow, staying informed through a reliable board
game value guide helps you appreciate the true worth behind every box and piece.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors determine the value of a board game?

The value of a board game is determined by factors such as its rarity, condition, edition, demand,
and whether it is complete with all original components and packaging.

How can I find the current market value of my board game?

You can find the current market value by checking online marketplaces like eBay, BoardGameGeek,
and specialized collector forums, comparing recent sale prices and listings for your specific edition
and condition.

Does the condition of a board game significantly affect its
value?

Yes, the condition greatly affects value. Mint or like-new games often fetch higher prices, while
games with damaged components, missing pieces, or worn boxes typically have reduced value.

Are limited edition or Kickstarter-exclusive board games
generally more valuable?

Limited edition and Kickstarter-exclusive games often have higher value due to their scarcity and
unique components, especially if they are no longer available through regular retail channels.

How does the popularity of a board game impact its resale
value?

Popularity can increase demand, which drives up resale value. Popular games with strong fan bases
or those that win awards tend to maintain or increase in value over time.

Is it better to keep a board game sealed or opened to maintain
its value?

Generally, keeping a board game sealed maintains higher value for collectors, as unopened games
are rarer and considered pristine. However, some games gain value through play and community
engagement if well-maintained.



Additional Resources
Board Game Value Guide: Assessing Worth in a Growing Hobby

board game value guide serves as an essential resource for collectors, casual players, and
retailers alike, helping to navigate the complex landscape of game pricing, rarity, and overall worth.
As the board gaming industry continues its dynamic expansion, with thousands of titles released
annually, understanding what drives a game’s value has become both an art and a science. This
guide investigates the multifaceted criteria that influence board game value, offering insights that
go beyond mere retail price tags.

Understanding the Fundamentals of Board Game Value

Board game value is not solely dictated by the initial purchase price or the brand name. Instead, it
encompasses several nuanced factors including gameplay quality, scarcity, condition, and cultural
impact. For those seeking to evaluate or invest in board games, recognizing these elements can
make a significant difference in purchasing decisions and long-term appreciation.

Gameplay and Replayability as Value Drivers

A game’s intrinsic entertainment value often forms the cornerstone of its overall worth. Games with
deep strategic elements, balanced mechanics, and high replayability tend to maintain or increase in
value over time. Titles such as *Terraforming Mars* or *Gloomhaven* have garnered loyal followings
largely due to their complex gameplay and extensive content, which translate into sustained demand
in secondary markets.

Conversely, games with limited strategic depth or repetitive play often see rapid depreciation. This
correlation underscores why some modern classics command premium prices even years after
release, while others fade into obscurity.

Rarity and Limited Editions

Scarcity remains one of the most straightforward and impactful factors affecting board game value.
Limited print runs, out-of-print editions, and exclusive expansions can significantly elevate a game’s
market price. For instance, first editions or Kickstarter-exclusive versions often command higher
prices among collectors.

However, rarity alone does not guarantee value. A rare game with limited appeal or poor gameplay
will likely struggle to maintain its worth. Thus, rarity must be balanced with desirability to form a
meaningful valuation.



Condition and Completeness: The Physical State of a
Board Game

Physical condition is paramount in determining a board game's resale price. Collectors typically seek
games in near-mint or excellent condition, complete with all original components, rulebooks, and
packaging. Missing pieces, damage to the box, or worn cards can drastically reduce value.

Assessing Condition Categories

Most sellers and buyers use standardized condition categories to communicate value clearly:

e Mint/Near Mint: Like new, no visible wear.
¢ Excellent: Minor signs of use, all components intact.
e Good: Noticeable wear, possible minor component damage.

e Fair/Poor: Significant damage or missing pieces.

Understanding these distinctions helps buyers make informed decisions and enables sellers to price
their games appropriately.

Market Trends and Popularity Influences

The board game market is influenced by trends, social dynamics, and media exposure. Games tied to
popular franchises, themes, or recent awards often experience spikes in value. For example, winning
the prestigious Kennerspiel des Jahres or Spiel des Jahres awards can drive immediate increases in
demand.

Additionally, social media communities and streaming platforms like Twitch and YouTube contribute
to rapid shifts in popularity, affecting both new releases and older titles. This dynamic environment
means that board game value can be volatile and subject to external cultural forces.

Impact of Digital Adaptations and Expansions

Digital versions of board games can both enhance and diminish physical game value. On one hand,
successful digital adaptations can broaden a game’s audience and increase interest in owning the
physical product. On the other hand, they may satiate casual players’ needs, reducing the necessity
to purchase physical copies.

Similarly, expansions and enhanced editions can affect the value of the base game. Some expansions



become highly sought-after collectibles themselves, especially if out-of-print, while others have
minimal impact on overall valuation.

Investment Potential: Board Games as Collectibles

An emerging niche within the hobby is treating board games as investment assets. While not as
liquid or predictable as traditional investments, select titles have shown significant appreciation.

Factors Affecting Investment Viability

e Publisher Reputation: Games from established publishers like Fantasy Flight Games or
Stonemaier Games typically retain value better.

e Print Run Size: Limited runs increase potential upside.
e Community Engagement: Active fan bases sustain demand.

e Condition and Packaging: Sealed or unopened copies often yield the highest returns.

Yet, investing in board games requires careful research and patience, as market fluctuations can be
unpredictable.

Practical Tips for Buyers and Sellers

For consumers aiming to maximize value, whether acquiring or liquidating board games, strategic
approaches prove invaluable.

For Buyers

1. Research current market prices using platforms like BoardGameGeek Marketplace or eBay.
2. Consider the game’s popularity, replayability, and condition.
3. Evaluate whether expansions or special editions enhance the game’s worth.

4. Be cautious of overpaying for rarity without demand.



For Sellers

1. Provide detailed descriptions and high-quality images reflecting condition.
2. Bundle expansions or complementary games to increase appeal.
3. Monitor seasonal trends; holiday periods often yield better sales.

4. Engage with niche collector communities for targeted sales.

By employing these tactics, both buyers and sellers can navigate the complex market more
effectively.

Board game value is a multifactorial concept shaped by gameplay quality, scarcity, condition, and
market dynamics. As the hobby continues to flourish globally, understanding these variables equips
enthusiasts and professionals to make informed decisions. Whether assessing a vintage classic or a
newly released title, a comprehensive board game value guide remains indispensable for unlocking
the true worth behind each boxed adventure.

Board Game Value Guide

Find other PDF articles:

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-035/Book?docid=NI1i36-8388&title=the-scientific-design-of-exhaust-and-
intake-systems-engineering-and-performance.pdf

board game value guide: Malloy's Sports Collectibles Value Guide Roderick A. Malloy,
1993 This book provides a comprehensive price-listing of non-card sports collectibles available. A
wide range of sports are represented including motor racing, baseball, golf, hockey, horse racing,
the Olympics, soccer, tennis and wrestling. There are 15 categories of collectibles - ranging from
autographs to toys - for each sport.

board game value guide: Warman's Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide Harry L.
Rinker, 1996-04 An antiques price guide for more than 50,000 items, with detailed descriptions.

board game value guide: Warman's Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide Ellen Tischbein
Schroy, 1999-04 Antiques and collectibles price guide; Warman's antiques & collectibles price guide.

board game value guide: Dictionary of Toys and Games in American Popular Culture
Frank Hoffmann, Frederick J Augustyn, Jr, Martin ] Manning, 2013-10-08 Keep the information you
need on playthings and pop culture at your fingertips! The Dictionary of Toys and Games in
American Popular Culture is an A-to-Z reference guide to the playthings that amused us as children
and fascinate us as adults. This enlightening—and entertaining—resource, complete with
cross-references, provides easy access to concise but detailed descriptions that place toys and board
games in their social and cultural contexts. From action figures to yo-yos, the book is your tour guide
through the museum of sought-after collectibles and forgotten treasures that mirror the fads and


https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-093/Book?title=board-game-value-guide.pdf&trackid=Dgg98-8170
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-035/Book?docid=Nli36-8388&title=the-scientific-design-of-exhaust-and-intake-systems-engineering-and-performance.pdf
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-035/Book?docid=Nli36-8388&title=the-scientific-design-of-exhaust-and-intake-systems-engineering-and-performance.pdf

fashions that helped define pop culture in the United States. The Dictionary of Toys and Games in
American Popular Culture is a historical, yet current, reflection of society’s ever-changing attitudes
toward childhood and its cultural touchstones. The book is filled with physical descriptions of each
entry, including size, color, and material composition, and the age group most often associated with
the item. It also includes biographical sketches of inventors, manufacturers, and distributors— a
virtual “Who’s Who” of the American toy industry, including Milton Bradley, Walt Disney, and Jim
Henson. With a brief glimpse through its pages or a lengthy look from cover to cover, you'll discover
(or re-discover) real hero action figures, toys with commercial tie-ins, fast-food promotional
giveaways, penny prize package toys, and advertising icons and characters in addition to beloved
toys and board games like Etch-a-Sketch®, Lincoln Logs®, Colorforms®, Yahtzee®, and Burp Gun,
the first toy advertised on nationwide television. The Dictionary of Toys and Games in American
Popular Culture presents easy-to-access and easy-to-read descriptions of such toys as: Barbie®,
bendies, and Beanie Babies® Monopoly®, Mr. Machine®, and Mr. Potato Head™ Pez®, Plah-Doh®,
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(Ole Kirk Christiansen) Fisher-Price® (Homer G. Fisher) Mattel® (Ruth and Elliott Handler)
Hasbro™ (Alan, Merrill, and Stephen Hassenfeld) Toys R Us® (Charles Lazarus) Parker Brothers®
(Edward and George Parker) F.A.O. Schwartz (Frederick Schwartz) Kenner® (Albert Steiner)
Tonka® (Russell L. Wenkstern) The Dictionary of Toys and Games in American Popular Culture also
includes an index and a selected bibliography to meet your casual or professional research needs.
Faster (and more entertaining) than searching through a vast assortment of Web sites for
information, the book is a vital resource for librarians, toy collectors and appraisers, popular culture
enthusiasts, and anyone with an interest in toys—past and present.

board game value guide: 1996 Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide Kyle Husfloen,
1995-10 This comprehensive annual volume covers the complete field of antiques and collectibles.
Each of more than 65,000 items, covering every major category of collecting, is accurately and
intricately described in color, size, markings and material allowing readers to easily identify their
particular piece. Photos and sketches help readers further research their collections.
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board game value guide: A Practical Guide to Transforming Primary Mathematics Mike
Askew, 2015-07-30 A Practical Guide to Transforming Primary Mathematics offers inspiration and
ideas for all training and practising teachers committed to making mathematics enjoyable, inclusive,
engaging and successful. The companion to Mike Askew’s bestselling book, Transforming Primary
Mathematics, this practical guide focuses on showing you how to unlock the powerful potential of a
small set of consistent principles and practices, known as the teaching tripod, to develop a coherent
approach to teaching mathematics. Organised around the major strands of the curriculum - number,
calculations, shape and space, measures, and data handling - it offers an accessible introduction to
the teaching tripod, a careful choice of tasks, supported by a range of tools that extend our natural
abilities and held together by careful attention to classroom talk. A range of classroom tasks, each



including key learning outcomes, clear links to the framework, links to relevant research, and
suggestions for making the tasks easier or harder, are offered for every topic, helping you plan units
of work for meaningful learning. A Practical Guide to Transforming Primary Mathematics offers all
teachers a vision, rationale and ideas for how teaching can support better learning of mathematics
but also encourage learners to see themselves as being capable of learning mathematics, and
wanting to learn it.

board game value guide: A Behavior Analyst’s Guide to Supervising Fieldwork Tonya N. Davis,
Jessica S. Akers, 2023-01-05 This guide is specifically designed for supervisors of trainees
completing fieldwork requirements for the Board-Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) credential, to
ensure a well-planned and well-documented fieldwork experience. Supervisors have a significant
responsibility to plan, sequence, implement, and track their supervisee's fieldwork and skill
acquisition. This guide was created to align with the Board-Certified Behavior Analyst Task List,
providing a structured curriculum to support the many responsibilities of a supervisor, and covering
a wide range of topics. The book includes instructions for group and individual supervision activities,
homework activities for supervisees, and methods of assessing skills. It is designed to support the
supervisor by covering all aspects key to supervision. Its many additional materials are designed to
maximize the supervisor's use of time, and to gauge the effectiveness of their work. It is
evidence-based and practically oriented, and will benefit the supervisor as well as the trainee.
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board game value guide: A Complete Practical Guide to the Art of Dancing Thomas Hillgrove,
1888 New York dancing master Hillgrove acknowledges that he has availed himself of all the books
from which he might elicit any valuable information. Indeed, very little of the manual is original.
Divided into six parts, Hillgrove's manual discusses the benefits of dance, dress, deportment and
etiquette in the ballroom and the supper room. The second part focuses on positions of the feet and
bows and courtesies, and provides exercises for the feet and legs. The third and fourth parts discuss
the quadrille and provide many figures; the fifth part is devoted to round dances such as the waltz,
polka, schottisch, galop, and polka mazurka. The last section focuses on more quadrille figures and
other group dances such as the Virginia Reel, Money Musk, and College Hornpipe.
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Sandground, Rich Klein, 2003

board game value guide: The Beginners Guide to Chess Zack Spencer, 2024-10-08 Chess, a
game of deep thought and strategy, has been captivating minds for centuries. Whether you're
looking to develop a new skill, challenge yourself intellectually, or simply enjoy a game that has
stood the test of time, chess offers something for everyone. In the digital age, access to chess
resources has expanded dramatically, making it easier than ever for beginners to learn the basics
and gradually enhance their skills. This eBook is designed to help you navigate the intricate world of
chess from the ground up. Starting with the fundamentals, we will explore each piece, every rule,
and the strategies that will allow you to compete with more experienced players. By following the
principles laid out in this guide, you will gain a deep understanding of chess that will set you on a
path of lifelong learning. Chess is not just a game of moving pieces—it's a battle of wits, a test of
patience, and a pursuit of creativity. Whether you are completely new to chess or have dabbled in it
before but feel overwhelmed by its complexities, this eBook is for you. Every topic is broken down
into simple, digestible lessons that progressively build your knowledge and skillset. We'll look at
common strategies, how to open a game, navigate the middle game, and finally, how to close a game
with style. You'll also learn the importance of good sportsmanship, thinking ahead, and recognizing
patterns that recur in many games. As you embark on this chess journey, remember that progress
takes time. Chess is a game of mastery, not a sprint. It requires practice, study, and most
importantly, patience. However, the rewards are well worth the effort. The skills you gain through
chess will transcend the board. You'll develop your ability to think logically, solve problems under
pressure, and plan ahead—skills that are invaluable in everyday life. With this guide, you will not
only learn how to play chess but also develop a passion for the game that will stay with you for years



to come. Let's dive in, take one step at a time, and start your journey to becoming a confident chess
player.

board game value guide: Schroeder's Collectible Toys Price Guide Collector Books, 1994-10
Providing collectors with information on virtually every aspect of toy collecting, this guide contains
over 15,000 listings of both antique and modern toys. It features the same popular format as top
selling Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide, with hundreds of photos, histories, and much more.

board game value guide: Proceedings of the 17th European Conference on Game-Based
Learning Ton Spil, Guido Bruinsma , Luuk Collou, 2023-10-05 These proceedings represent the work
of contributors to the 24th European Conference on Knowledge Management (ECKM 2023), hosted
by Iscte - Instituto Universitario de Lisboa, Portugal on 7-8 September 2023. The Conference Chair
is Prof Florinda Matos, and the Programme Chair is Prof Alvaro Rosa, both from Iscte Business
School, Iscte - Instituto Universitario de Lisboa, Portugal. ECKM is now a well-established event on
the academic research calendar and now in its 24th year the key aim remains the opportunity for
participants to share ideas and meet the people who hold them. The scope of papers will ensure an
interesting two days. The subjects covered illustrate the wide range of topics that fall into this
important and ever-growing area of research. The opening keynote presentation is given by
Professor Leif Edvinsson, on the topic of Intellectual Capital as a Missed Value. The second day of
the conference will open with an address by Professor Noboru Konno from Tama Graduate School
and Keio University, Japan who will talk about Society 5.0, Knowledge and Conceptual Capability,
and Professor Jay Liebowitz, who will talk about Digital Transformation for the University of the
Future. With an initial submission of 350 abstracts, after the double blind, peer review process there
are 184 Academic research papers, 11 PhD research papers, 1 Masters Research paper, 4
Non-Academic papers and 11 work-in-progress papers published in these Conference Proceedings.
These papers represent research from Australia, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China,
Colombia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India,
Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia,
México, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Palestine, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Tunisia, UK, United Arab Emirates and
the USA.

board game value guide: Proceedings of the Unima International Conference on Social
Sciences and Humanities (UNICSSH 2022) Recky Harold Elby Sendouw, Theodorus Pangalila,
Sjamsi Pasandaran, Vivi P. Rantung, 2023-01-24 This is an open access book. The Unima
International Conference on Social Sciences and Humanity (UNICSSH) 2022 was conducted on
October, 11th - 13th 2022, at The Grand Kawanua International City, Manado, North Sulawesi,
Indonesia. In 2022, Universitas Negeri Manado will host the Indonesian National Education
Convention (KONASPI) X. Konaspi is a routine activity of the PPTKN which is held once every four
years. The fourth industrial revolution (4.0) is marked by technological advances and supported by
artificial intelligence that creates opportunities and challenges for the education system. University
and vocational school graduates are facing a world transformed by technology which in turn is
transforming the workplace from task-based to human-centered characteristics. Certain skills such
as critical thinking, emotional intelligence, problem-solving, cognitive flexibility, and knowledge
production are required. To answer this demand, the education system must put revolutionary
innovation on its agenda. Scholars, researchers, and practitioners are invited to share ideas,
research results, and best practices about education, science, and technology now and in the future
at an international conference held by Universitas Negeri Manado as part of the Indonesian National
Education Convention (KONASPI). As part of KONASPI X activities, Universitas Negeri Manado is
holding the 2022 International Conference on Education, Social Science, and Humanities
(ICESSHum). The topics in this international conference are Education, Law, Politics and Social
Sciences, Economics, Public Administration, and Humanities. Through these themes, it is expected
to involve many professionals who have indirect roles in related fields. To enrich this event, the
committee invites all national and international participants (including academics, researchers,



professionals, and other relevant stakeholders) to send research papers or review papers to be
presented at the conference.
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