consumer reports luggage buying guide

**Consumer Reports Luggage Buying Guide: How to Choose the Best Suitcase for
Your Travels**

consumer reports luggage buying guide is an essential resource for anyone
gearing up for a trip, whether it's a quick weekend getaway or an
international adventure. Picking the right luggage can make all the
difference in your travel experience-imagine breezing through airport
terminals with a durable, lightweight suitcase that fits all your essentials
and withstands the rigors of travel. This guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about selecting luggage that suits your needs,
informed by the thorough evaluations and insights typically found in consumer
reports.

Understanding Different Types of Luggage

When diving into the world of luggage, it’s important to know the basic
categories. Each type serves a different purpose and comes with its own
benefits and drawbacks.

Carry-0On Luggage

Carry-on suitcases are designed to fit in the overhead compartment of most
airplanes. They offer convenience and speed, allowing travelers to skip
checked baggage lines. For frequent flyers, a high-quality carry-on with
sturdy wheels and a reliable handle can be a game-changer.

Checked Luggage

Checked bags provide more space but need to withstand rough handling by
baggage handlers. Consumer reports often emphasize durability and rugged
construction when testing these suitcases, as well as weight considerations
since airlines impose strict weight limits.

Duffel Bags and Backpacks

For more casual or adventure travel, duffel bags and backpacks offer
flexibility and often lighter weight. They’re especially favored for trips
involving multiple modes of transportation or outdoor activities.



Materials Matter: Hard-Shell vs. Soft-Side
Luggage

One of the first decisions you’ll face is whether to go with hard-shell or
soft-side luggage. Each has its advantages, and consumer reports’ luggage
buying guide often highlights these differences.

Hard-Shell Luggage

Made from polycarbonate, ABS, or aluminum, hard-shell suitcases provide
better protection for fragile items. They tend to be water-resistant and
easier to clean. However, they can be heavier and sometimes less expandable
compared to soft-side options.

Soft-Side Luggage

Typically crafted from ballistic nylon or polyester, soft-side luggage offers
flexibility and more external pockets for organizing smaller items. They are
often lighter and easier to squeeze into tight spaces but may be less
protective against impacts or water.

Key Features to Look For in Quality Luggage

Consumer reports luggage buying guide stresses the importance of several
specific features that can greatly improve your travel experience.

Durable Zippers and Locks

The zipper is a weak point in many suitcases. Look for models with strong,
double-coil zippers and integrated TSA-approved locks to keep your belongings
safe and secure.

Spinner Wheels vs. Two-Wheel Systems

Spinner wheels that rotate 360 degrees make maneuvering through crowded
airports effortless. Consumer reports often recommend four-wheel spinners for
their smooth glide and stability, but two-wheel suitcases can be more durable
on rough terrain.



Lightweight Design

A lightweight suitcase means you can pack more without exceeding airline
weight limits. Modern materials have helped reduce case weights without
sacrificing strength, which is a frequent highlight in consumer reports
evaluations.

Expandable Compartments

Expandability allows you to increase packing capacity when needed. This
feature is especially handy for return trips when you might be carrying
souvenirs or extra items.

Size and Weight Considerations

Choosing the right size luggage depends largely on the nature and length of
your trip. Consumer reports luggage buying guide encourages travelers to
balance capacity with portability.

e Small (Under 22 inches): Ideal for short trips or as carry-ons.

e Medium (23-26 inches): Suitable for week-long vacations.

e Large (27 inches and above): Best for extended travel but heavier and
bulkier.

Remember, airlines have strict carry-on size and weight limits, so always
check before purchasing.

Durability Testing and Warranty Insights

One of the standout benefits of following a consumer reports luggage buying
guide is the emphasis on durability testing. Suitcases undergo rigorous
assessments including drop tests, wheel quality, handle strength, and zipper
performance.

Brands that come with comprehensive warranties often reflect confidence in
their product’s longevity. A good warranty can save you money and trouble if
your suitcase encounters issues down the road.



Top Brands to Consider

While brand preference can be personal, consumer reports reviews often
highlight names such as Samsonite, Travelpro, Briggs & Riley, and Away for
their consistent quality and customer service.

Packing Tips to Maximize Your Luggage

Even the best suitcase won’t work perfectly without smart packing. Here are a
few tips inspired by travel experts and consumer reports insights:

1. Use packing cubes to organize clothes and accessories.
2. Roll clothes instead of folding to save space and reduce wrinkles.

3. Keep liquids in sealed bags to prevent leaks.

4. Place heavier items at the bottom near the wheels to improve balance.

Budget vs. Investment: How Much Should You
Spend?

Luggage comes in a wide range of prices. While it might be tempting to grab
the cheapest option, investing a bit more often pays off with better
durability, functionality, and style.

Consumer reports luggage buying guide often advises considering your travel
frequency and needs before deciding. Occasional travelers might find mid-
range options sufficient, while frequent flyers benefit from premium luggage
that withstands heavy use.

Where to Buy and What to Watch Out For

Buying luggage online offers convenience and a broad selection, but it’s
important to read reviews and verify return policies. Shopping in-store
allows you to test the feel, weight, and maneuverability firsthand.

Be cautious of knock-offs or discounted brands that may not meet durability
standards. Consumer reports luggage buying guide encourages looking for
certified or well-reviewed products from reputable retailers.



Choosing the right luggage can transform your travel experience from
stressful to seamless. By understanding the types of suitcases, evaluating
features like wheels and materials, and considering your personal travel
habits, you’ll be well-equipped to find a suitcase that fits your journey
perfectly. With thoughtful preparation, your luggage will be a reliable
companion on countless adventures ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top factors to consider when buying
luggage according to the Consumer Reports luggage
buying guide?

The top factors include durability, weight, maneuverability, storage
capacity, and price. Consumer Reports emphasizes choosing luggage that
balances these aspects to suit your travel needs.

Does Consumer Reports recommend hard-shell or soft-
shell luggage?

Consumer Reports suggests that hard-shell luggage offers better protection
for fragile items and is more water-resistant, while soft-shell luggage tends
to be lighter and more expandable. The choice depends on individual
preferences and travel requirements.

How important is the warranty when selecting luggage
as per Consumer Reports?

Warranty is very important. Consumer Reports advises selecting luggage with a
strong warranty as it reflects the manufacturer's confidence in their product
and provides protection against defects and damages over time.

What luggage brands does Consumer Reports rate
highly in their buying guide?

Consumer Reports often rates brands like Samsonite, Travelpro, and Briggs &
Riley highly due to their durability, design, and customer satisfaction.
However, ratings can vary yearly based on testing and reviews.

What size of luggage does Consumer Reports recommend
for carry-on bags?

Consumer Reports recommends carry-on luggage that meets airline size



restrictions, typically around 22 x 14 x 9 inches, to ensure it fits in
overhead compartments while providing sufficient storage space.

Are spinner wheels better than two-wheel luggage
according to Consumer Reports?

Consumer Reports generally favors spinner wheels for their 360-degree
maneuverability and ease of use in airports and crowded spaces, though two-
wheel luggage may be more durable on rough terrain.

How does Consumer Reports suggest maintaining
luggage for longevity?

Consumer Reports suggests regularly cleaning the exterior, checking and
lubricating wheels and zippers, avoiding overpacking, and storing luggage in
a dry place to maintain its condition and extend its lifespan.

Additional Resources

**Consumer Reports Luggage Buying Guide: Navigating the Best Choices for
Every Traveler**

consumer reports luggage buying guide serves as an essential resource for
travelers seeking reliable, durable, and practical luggage options. With the
vast array of brands, materials, styles, and price points available, making
an informed purchase can be overwhelming. This guide synthesizes expert
evaluations, performance tests, and consumer feedback to help you select
luggage that aligns with your travel needs, budget, and preferences.

Understanding the Criteria Behind Consumer
Reports Luggage Evaluations

Consumer Reports evaluates luggage based on multiple rigorous criteria,
ensuring that recommendations cover durability, usability, and value. Key
factors include the type of material used, wheel robustness, handle quality,
storage capacity, and security features. These elements collectively impact a
bag’s longevity and functionality, especially under the stresses of frequent
travel.

Material and Build Quality

The choice between hard-shell and soft-sided luggage is pivotal. Hard-shell
cases, often made from polycarbonate or aluminum, provide superior protection



against impacts and water. However, they may be heavier and less flexible
when packing. Soft-sided luggage, typically constructed from ballistic nylon
or polyester, offers expandable compartments and external pockets but can be
more susceptible to tears and water damage.

Consumer Reports’ testing reveals that polycarbonate cases strike an
effective balance between weight and durability, resisting cracks and
deformation better than cheaper plastics. Meanwhile, premium ballistic nylon
soft cases demonstrate impressive abrasion resistance but require waterproof
coatings to enhance weather resilience.

Wheel Systems and Maneuverability

Mobility is a crucial consideration, especially in busy airports or uneven
terrain. Consumer Reports emphasizes the advantages of four-wheel spinners
over two-wheel roller bags. Spinners allow effortless 360-degree movement,
reducing strain on the arm and wrist.

During testing, spinner wheels made from high-quality polyurethane performed

better in terms of smoothness and longevity. Cheaper wheels tend to squeak or
jam over time. Additionally, dual-wheel designs per corner enhance stability,
preventing tipping during transport.

Handles and Ergonomics

Telescoping handles receive a thorough examination based on sturdiness,
extension length, and locking mechanisms. Consumer Reports finds that bags
with multiple height settings accommodate users of different statures more
comfortably. Handles crafted from aluminum or reinforced plastic resist
bending and snapping.

Side and top carry handles contribute to versatility, especially when lifting
luggage into overhead compartments or car trunks. Padding on these handles
improves grip comfort during brief carries.

Size and Capacity Considerations for Different
Travel Styles

Luggage size correlates directly with trip duration and purpose. Consumer
Reports categorizes bags into carry-on, checked, and oversized categories,
each serving distinct travel scenarios.



Carry-0n Luggage

For short trips or business travel, carry-on bags offer convenience and time
savings by avoiding checked baggage lines. The standard dimensions for most
airlines hover around 22 x 14 x 9 inches, but variations exist. Consumer
Reports advises verifying airline size restrictions before purchasing.

Carry-ons with expandable compartments provide flexibility, accommodating
last-minute additions. Internal organization features, like mesh pockets and
compression straps, optimize packing efficiency.

Checked Luggage

Checked bags typically range from 24 to 28 inches in height. They need to
balance maximum capacity with manageable weight to avoid excess baggage fees.
Consumer Reports data show that lightweight hard-shell suitcases enable
travelers to pack more without surpassing airline weight limits, though some
may sacrifice interior flexibility.

Specialty and Oversized Bags

For sports equipment or extended vacations, oversize luggage offers the
necessary volume but can be cumbersome. Consumer Reports highlights the
importance of reinforced corners and robust wheel assemblies in these models
due to their heavier loads.

Security Features and Practical Add-ons

Modern luggage often incorporates advanced security measures. The Consumer
Reports luggage buying guide underscores the value of TSA-approved locks,
which allow airport security to inspect contents without damaging the lock.
Integrated lock systems reduce the risk of theft while maintaining compliance
with travel regulations.

Additional features influencing user experience include:

e Expandable compartments: Useful for increasing capacity on return trips.
e Water-resistant coatings: Protect contents from rain or spills.

e External pockets: Facilitate quick access to travel documents or
electronics.



e Removable laundry bags or shoe compartments: Enhance organization and
hygiene.

Brand Reputation and Warranty Support

Consumer Reports also considers brand reliability and after-sale service.
Established luggage manufacturers like Samsonite, Travelpro, and Briggs &
Riley consistently receive high marks for quality and customer support.
Warranties vary widely, from limited one-year coverage to lifetime guarantees
covering repairs and defects.

The buying guide recommends prioritizing brands that offer comprehensive
warranties and accessible service centers, as luggage repair can extend the
life of your investment significantly.

Price Versus Performance: Finding the Right
Balance

While premium luggage can be costly, Consumer Reports suggests that paying
for durability and features often results in better long-term value. Budget
models may seem attractive initially but tend to fall short in wheel
endurance, zipper quality, and fabric strength.

However, mid-range options frequently deliver solid performance for
occasional travelers. The guide advises assessing your frequency of travel
and specific needs before committing to high-end models.

Comparative Insights from Consumer Reports Testing

In recent tests, hard-shell polycarbonate suitcases from brands like
Samsonite and Delsey scored highest in impact resistance and wheel
durability. Soft-sided bags from Travelpro excelled in organizational
features and lightweight design. Budget-friendly models often lacked in wheel
longevity and handle robustness but could serve infrequent travelers
adequately.

Environmental Considerations and Sustainable
Choices



An emerging trend in luggage manufacturing involves sustainable materials.

Consumer Reports notes brands incorporating recycled plastics and fabrics as
a positive step toward reducing environmental impact. Although these models
may carry a premium, conscientious consumers value the ecological benefits.

Additionally, durable luggage that withstands prolonged use reduces waste by
minimizing replacements, aligning with sustainable consumption practices.

Navigating the myriad options in the luggage market becomes more manageable
with insights from the consumer reports luggage buying guide. By evaluating
material quality, maneuverability, size appropriateness, security features,
brand reputation, and cost-effectiveness, travelers can identify the suitcase
or bag that best suits their unique journeys. Whether opting for a
lightweight carry-on spinner or a rugged checked bag, informed decisions
rooted in thorough testing and analysis lead to better travel experiences and
smarter investments.
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