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5 Themes of Geography Worksheets: Exploring the World Through Learning

5 themes of geography worksheets are a fantastic resource for educators and students alike,
offering an engaging way to dive into the fundamental concepts that help us understand the world.
These themes—Location, Place, Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, and Region—serve as
the building blocks for geographic literacy. Using worksheets centered around these ideas not only
reinforces knowledge but also makes geography feel relevant and exciting. Whether you’re a teacher
designing lesson plans or a student looking to deepen your understanding, these worksheets provide
a structured yet interactive approach to grasping complex geographic principles.

Understanding the 5 Themes of Geography

Before we delve into the specifics of worksheets, it’s helpful to briefly outline what each of the five
themes represents. These themes are the cornerstone of geographic study, helping learners organize
information about the Earth and its people.

1. Location

Location answers the question, “Where is it?” There are two types: absolute location, which uses
coordinates like latitude and longitude, and relative location, which describes a place in relation to
other landmarks. Worksheets focusing on location often include map reading, using GPS coordinates,
or identifying places based on descriptions.

2. Place

Place refers to the unique physical and human characteristics that distinguish one location from
another. This could be natural features like mountains and rivers or cultural aspects such as
languages and traditions. Worksheets on place might involve comparing different environments or
exploring cultural diversity.

3. Human-Environment Interaction

This theme explores how people interact with their environment—how they adapt to it, modify it, and
depend on it. Worksheets might cover topics like farming practices, urban development, or
conservation efforts.



4. Movement

Movement examines how people, goods, information, and ideas travel from one location to another.
Worksheets could include migration patterns, trade routes, or communication networks.

5. Region

Region groups places that share common characteristics, whether physical, cultural, or political.
Worksheets might ask students to identify regions based on climate, language, or economic activity.

Why Use 5 Themes of Geography Worksheets?

Worksheets designed around these themes provide a structured method to break down complex
geographic concepts into manageable parts. They encourage critical thinking, help develop map
skills, and foster an appreciation for cultural and environmental diversity. Moreover, they are versatile
tools for different learning styles—whether through visual maps, written descriptions, or interactive
tasks.

Exploring Each Theme Through Worksheets

Let’s take a closer look at how worksheets can bring each theme to life in educational settings.

Location-Based Worksheets

Worksheets focusing on location often start with map skills. For example, students might be given a
blank world map and asked to label countries, cities, or landmarks using latitude and longitude
coordinates. This hands-on activity helps students become comfortable with absolute location
concepts.

Another engaging activity could be identifying relative locations by describing how places relate to
one another. For instance, “Identify the city located south of the Great Lakes” encourages spatial
reasoning. Incorporating technology, such as online mapping tools, can further enhance these
activities.

Worksheets on Place: Physical and Human Characteristics

To understand place, worksheets often involve comparing physical features like mountains, rivers,
and climate zones with human characteristics such as language, religion, and architecture. One
effective worksheet might ask students to describe their hometown using both physical and human
traits, helping them make personal connections to the theme.



Another activity could involve analyzing pictures or descriptions of different places and categorizing
the features. This kind of exercise broadens students’ awareness of global diversity and the factors
that make each place unique.

Human-Environment Interaction Worksheets

Worksheets on this theme help students explore how humans affect and are affected by their
surroundings. Tasks might include case studies on deforestation, urban sprawl, or water conservation
projects.

A creative worksheet could ask students to design a sustainable community, balancing human needs
with environmental protection. This not only reinforces the concept but encourages problem-solving
and innovation.

Movement: Tracking People, Goods, and Ideas

Movement-themed worksheets often involve mapping migration routes or trade networks. Students
might analyze why people move from rural to urban areas or how goods travel globally.

An interesting worksheet could involve tracking the origins of everyday items, such as a smartphone,
to illustrate global interconnections. Another might focus on the spread of cultural ideas, like music or
cuisine, highlighting the dynamic nature of human societies.

Region Worksheets: Defining and Comparing Areas

Worksheets centered on regions ask students to identify areas based on shared characteristics. For
example, they might classify regions by climate type (tropical, arid, temperate) or cultural traits
(language families, religious groups).

A useful activity could involve creating a Venn diagram comparing two regions, noting similarities and
differences. This encourages analytical thinking and helps students understand how regions are both
distinct and interconnected.

Tips for Creating Effective 5 Themes of Geography
Worksheets

If you’re developing your own worksheets, consider these pointers to make them more engaging and
educational:

Incorporate Visuals: Maps, photos, and charts enhance comprehension and keep students
interested.



Use Real-World Examples: Relating themes to current events or familiar places makes the
material more relatable.

Encourage Critical Thinking: Include open-ended questions that prompt students to analyze
and evaluate geographic information.

Mix Formats: Combine multiple-choice, short answers, and map-based tasks to cater to
different learning preferences.

Integrate Technology: Use interactive digital tools when possible to create dynamic learning
experiences.

Enhancing Geography Learning Beyond Worksheets

While worksheets are invaluable, pairing them with other activities can deepen understanding. Field
trips to local geographic landmarks, virtual tours of world regions, or projects involving community
mapping can complement worksheet learning.

Additionally, encouraging students to discuss their answers and thoughts promotes collaboration and
communication skills. Geography is not just about memorizing facts but about seeing connections and
patterns in our world.

The 5 themes of geography worksheets serve as an excellent foundation for this exploration. They
provide clear frameworks that help learners navigate the complexity of global geography while
fostering curiosity and awareness. Through thoughtful use of these themes, geography education
becomes an engaging journey into the fabric of our planet and the lives of its inhabitants.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 5 themes of geography?
The 5 themes of geography are Location, Place, Human-Environment Interaction, Movement, and
Region.

How can worksheets help students learn the 5 themes of
geography?
Worksheets provide structured activities that reinforce understanding by allowing students to identify
and analyze examples of each theme in different contexts.

What types of activities are commonly found in 5 themes of



geography worksheets?
Common activities include map labeling, identifying physical and human characteristics, analyzing
environmental interactions, tracking movement of people and goods, and comparing regions.

Are 5 themes of geography worksheets suitable for all grade
levels?
Yes, worksheets can be adapted for different grade levels by varying the complexity of questions and
examples to match students' understanding.

Where can I find free 5 themes of geography worksheets?
Free worksheets can be found on educational websites such as Teachers Pay Teachers,
Education.com, and National Geographic Education.

How do 5 themes of geography worksheets support critical
thinking?
They encourage students to analyze how humans interact with their environment, the significance of
location, and the impact of movement and regions, fostering deeper understanding.

Can 5 themes of geography worksheets be used for remote
learning?
Yes, many worksheets are available in digital formats that can be assigned and completed online,
making them suitable for remote or hybrid learning environments.

What is an example question from a 5 themes of geography
worksheet?
An example question might be: 'Describe the human and physical characteristics of your hometown
under the theme of Place.'

How do 5 themes of geography worksheets integrate with
other subjects?
They often integrate with history, social studies, and environmental science by exploring cultural,
historical, and ecological aspects related to geography themes.

Additional Resources
5 Themes of Geography Worksheets: Enhancing Spatial Understanding in Education

5 themes of geography worksheets serve as an essential educational tool that aids students in
grasping the fundamental concepts of geography. These themes—location, place, human-



environment interaction, movement, and region—are pivotal in developing a comprehensive
understanding of how the world functions both physically and socially. As educators seek effective
resources to cultivate geographic literacy, geography worksheets centered around these themes have
gained prominence for their structured approach and interactive learning potential.

In today's educational landscape, geography is more than memorizing maps or capitals; it involves
analyzing complex relationships between people, places, and environments. Worksheets focusing on
the 5 themes of geography not only reinforce textbook content but also encourage critical thinking,
spatial reasoning, and real-world application. This article explores these themes in detail, evaluating
how worksheets designed around them contribute to geography education and highlighting the
benefits and considerations for educators and students alike.

The 5 Themes of Geography: A Framework for Learning

The five themes provide a foundational framework that organizes geographical knowledge into
manageable categories. Understanding these themes allows learners to dissect the vast subject of
geography into interconnected yet distinct areas of study. Worksheets based on this framework
typically incorporate activities that range from map reading and data interpretation to case studies on
human impact and cultural diversity.

1. Location: Absolute and Relative

Location forms the cornerstone of geographic understanding, referring to the specific or relative
position of a place on Earth. Worksheets exploring this theme often engage students through
exercises involving latitude and longitude coordinates, GPS navigation, and the concept of absolute
versus relative location.

For example, students might be tasked with identifying the absolute location of major cities or
landmarks using a coordinate grid. Other activities may involve describing a place’s location relative
to surrounding features, such as rivers, mountains, or neighboring countries. This dual approach helps
students appreciate not only pinpoint accuracy but also contextual geography, which is vital for
navigation and spatial awareness.

2. Place: Physical and Human Characteristics

The theme of place goes beyond location by examining the unique physical and human attributes that
define an area. Geography worksheets under this theme often prompt learners to analyze landscapes,
climate, flora and fauna, as well as cultural aspects like language, traditions, and infrastructure.

These worksheets might include comparative charts where students contrast physical features—such
as deserts versus rainforests—or explore how human activities shape a place's identity. Encouraging
students to describe places using sensory details and demographic data fosters a deeper emotional
and intellectual connection, which can enhance long-term retention.



3. Human-Environment Interaction

Human-environment interaction focuses on the dynamic relationship between people and their
surroundings. Worksheets centered on this theme typically explore how humans adapt to, modify, and
depend on the environment.

Examples of activities include case studies on deforestation, urbanization, or sustainable practices like
recycling and conservation efforts. Through these exercises, students gain awareness of
environmental challenges and the impact of human decisions. This theme is particularly relevant in
discussions about climate change and resource management, making the worksheets timely and
socially significant.

4. Movement: Migration, Trade, and Communication

Movement addresses the flow of people, goods, information, and ideas across the globe. Worksheets
designed around this theme encourage students to investigate patterns of migration, trade routes,
transportation systems, and the spread of culture and technology.

Tasks might involve mapping historical migration trends or analyzing the economic implications of
global trade networks. By understanding movement, students develop a grasp of globalization and
interconnectedness—concepts central to contemporary geography education.

5. Region: Formal, Functional, and Perceptual

Region divides the world into areas defined by shared characteristics, which can be formal (official
boundaries), functional (based on interactions), or perceptual (based on feelings or attitudes).
Worksheets in this theme ask students to categorize regions, explore regional differences, and
explain how boundaries affect social and political dynamics.

For instance, learners might analyze the characteristics that define a cultural region versus an
economic region or discuss how regional identities influence political conflicts. This theme is complex
but crucial for understanding how societies organize space and develop collective identities.

Advantages of Using 5 Themes of Geography
Worksheets

Integrating the 5 themes of geography into worksheets offers numerous educational benefits.
Primarily, they provide a clear and organized method to approach geography, making the subject
more accessible to diverse learners. The thematic structure promotes interdisciplinary learning by
linking geography with history, economics, environmental science, and cultural studies.

Furthermore, these worksheets can be tailored to various educational levels, from elementary to high
school, allowing customization according to curriculum standards and student needs. Interactive and
problem-solving activities embedded in the worksheets enhance engagement and encourage active



learning beyond rote memorization.

In addition, using such worksheets supports differentiated instruction. Visual learners benefit from
map-based tasks, while analytical learners engage with data interpretation and case studies. This
flexibility helps educators address different learning styles, improving overall comprehension.

Challenges and Considerations

Despite their advantages, there are certain challenges associated with 5 themes of geography
worksheets. One potential drawback is the risk of oversimplification. While the themes provide a
useful framework, geography is inherently complex and interconnected. Worksheets that strictly
compartmentalize each theme without showing their overlaps might lead to fragmented
understanding.

Another consideration is the need for up-to-date and culturally sensitive content. Geography is
dynamic, with political boundaries, environmental conditions, and cultural landscapes continually
evolving. Worksheets must reflect current realities and avoid outdated or biased perspectives to
maintain relevance and accuracy.

Moreover, the effectiveness of these worksheets depends significantly on instructional context.
Without proper guidance and discussion, students may complete tasks mechanically without deep
comprehension. Therefore, educators should supplement worksheets with interactive lessons,
discussions, and real-world applications.

Integrating Technology with Geography Worksheets

Modern educational technology offers valuable opportunities to enhance the 5 themes of geography
worksheets. Digital platforms enable interactive maps, simulations, and instant feedback, which can
enrich traditional worksheet activities.

For instance, online worksheets might incorporate GIS (Geographic Information Systems) tools,
allowing students to manipulate spatial data and visualize geographic phenomena dynamically. This
approach can deepen understanding of location and movement themes by providing hands-on
experience with real-world data.

Additionally, technology facilitates collaborative learning. Virtual classrooms and shared documents
allow students to work together on region-based projects or human-environment interaction case
studies, fostering communication and teamwork skills alongside geographic knowledge.

The Role of 5 Themes of Geography Worksheets in
Curriculum Development

Curriculum designers often rely on the 5 themes to structure geography education in a way that
aligns with educational standards such as the National Geography Standards in the United States or



the Geographical Association guidelines in the UK. Worksheets that systematically address each
theme support learning objectives related to spatial thinking, cultural understanding, and
environmental awareness.

By embedding these worksheets within broader lesson plans, educators can create a cohesive
learning sequence that builds from basic concepts of location to complex analyses of regional issues
and human impacts. This scaffolding approach enhances cognitive development and prepares
students for advanced geographic inquiry.

In summary, 5 themes of geography worksheets continue to be a vital resource in geography
education. Their thematic clarity, adaptability, and potential for integration with technology make
them indispensable tools for fostering geographic literacy in an increasingly interconnected world. As
educators refine these resources to meet evolving educational demands, the 5 themes remain a
guiding principle for effective geographic instruction.
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deliver a 90-second statement about an important issue. Find out why most dictators were military
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population reside. Get a sense of the location of different countries in Africa by placing them in their
correct categories in a graphic organizer. Collect facts about the Masal people of eastern Africa.
Research two of the endangered animals in Africa to evaluate just how close they are to extinction.
Design a pamphlet to showcase why the camel is suited to travel in the desert. Describe the Nile



Valley and Serengeti Plains, and explain what makes these regions unique. Understand where the
major lakes and rivers are in Africa by examining a waterway map. Aligned to your State Standards
and the Five Themes of Geography, additional maps, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz
and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: Europe: Movement Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis and David
McAleese, 2016-07-01 **This is the chapter slice Movement Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan
Europe** Journey to the ancient centers of culture and trade with a trip to Europe. Understand the
variety of ecosystems that inhabit the continent with a climate map. Gain a sense of direction by
identifying the European cities that are found in the western and eastern hemispheres. Do some
research into the famed Thames river and find out how long it is, which countries it passes through,
and into which large body of water it flows into. Learn about the accident at Chernobyl and what
negative effect it had on the environment. Find out why trains are an important form of
transportation in Europe. Compare the physical characteristics of Provence and the Scottish
highlands using a Venn diagram. Find the location of the Prime Meridian on an outline map and
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countries in North America and list them in order of most northerly to most southerly. Locate where
many of North America's largest cities were developed and why they were set up there. Decide
whether a situation is either a positive or a negative human/environment interaction based on the
scenario. Compare the different kinds of transportation used on a fishbone graphic organizer.
Collect facts about the Rocky Mountains, like physical characteristics and vegetation on a web
organizer. Review a detailed region map of the United States to see transportation routes from one
end to the other. Aligned to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional
maps, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: Asia: Regions Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis and David
McAleese, 2016-07-01 **This is the chapter slice Regions Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan Asia**
Explore the vast landscape that is Asia, the world's largest continent. Find and label the Gobi Desert,
Himalayas mountain range and Mekong Delta on a map of Asia. Find out how the city of Mumbai's
location affected how it developed as a city. Record information about your chosen country in a flow
chart graphic organizer. Learn how China's landscape is being changed by the Three Gorges Dam on
the Yangtze River. Interview your parents to find out where your family originated, how and when
they moved about, and how they eventually came to live in your present home. Compare an ancient
Asian civilization with the one that exists there now on the Regions Change Over Time organizer.
Look at the Asian continent on a world map to compare its location to the rest of the world. Aligned
to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional maps, crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: The Americas Big Book Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis, David
McAleese, 2007-03-01 Take a road trip with our Americas 2-book BUNDLE. Start off by traveling the
northern tundra all the way down to the Yucatan Peninsula in North America. Locate where many of
the continent's largest cities were developed. Decide whether a situation is either a positive or a
negative human/environment interaction based on the scenario. Collect facts about the Rocky
Mountains on a web organizer. Then, become aware of the endangered environment and wildlife
that inhabit South America. Describe the relative location of Chile using the features around it.
Discover how the Andes Mountains and the Pampas are different. Compare an ancient civilization
with the one that exists there now on a graphic organizer. Each concept is paired with blackline and
color maps. Aligned to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional



crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: Europe Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis, David McAleese,
2007-03-01 Journey to the ancient centers of culture and trade with a trip to Europe. Understand the
variety of ecosystems that inhabit the continent with a climate map. Gain a sense of direction by
identifying the European cities that are found in the western and eastern hemispheres. Do some
research into the famed Thames river and find out how long it is, which countries it passes through,
and into which large body of water it flows into. Learn about the accident at Chernobyl and what
negative effect it had on the environment. Find out why trains are an important form of
transportation in Europe. Compare the physical characteristics of Provence and the Scottish
highlands using a Venn diagram. Find the location of the Prime Meridian on an outline map and
name the countries in Europe that it passes through. Aligned to your State Standards and the Five
Themes of Geography, additional maps, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer
key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: South America Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis, David McAleese,
2007-03-01 Become aware of the endangered environment and wildlife that inhabit South America.
Get familiar with the Caribbean Region, one of the world's most sought-after tourist destinations.
Describe the relative location of Chile using the features around it. Discover how the Andes
Mountains and the Pampas are different. Do some research in the Amazon River, the most famous
river in the world. Use the Wildlife Organizer to find the different kinds of wildlife that are unique to
the Andes Mountains, the Amazon Rainforest and the Pampas regions. Find information about the
subway system in some of South America's largest cities, like Caracas, Venezuela and Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. Compare an ancient South American civilization with the one that exists there now on the
Regions Change Over Time graphic organizer. Locate the countries and capital cities on a political
map. Aligned to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional maps,
crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: Asia Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis, David McAleese,
2007-03-01 Explore the vast landscape that is Asia, the world's largest continent. Find and label the
Gobi Desert, Himalayas mountain range and Mekong Delta on a map of Asia. Find out how the city of
Mumbai's location affected how it developed as a city. Record information about your chosen
country in a flow chart graphic organizer. Learn how China's landscape is being changed by the
Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River. Interview your parents to find out where your family
originated, how and when they moved about, and how they eventually came to live in your present
home. Compare an ancient Asian civilization with the one that exists there now on the Regions
Change Over Time organizer. Look at the Asian continent on a world map to compare its location to
the rest of the world. Aligned to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional
maps, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: World Electoral Processes: Parliamentary System of
Government Gr. 5-8 Darcy Frisina, 2016-08-01 **This is the chapter slice Parliamentary System of
Government Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan World Electoral Processes** Become a voting expert
with a clear understanding of the election process. Our resource breaks down the differences
between a presidential, parliamentary and dictatorship government. Travel back to ancient times to
experience the first voting system. Explore the concept of a democratic government and whether it
truly represents the people. Discover how the president has to share powers with the legislature in a
presidential system. Explain why it is easier to pass laws in the parliamentary system than in the
presidential system. Roleplay as a member of Parliament and deliver a 90-second statement about an
important issue. Find out why most dictators were military leaders, and how the role of dictator has
changed over time. Learn about suffrage and what the requirements are for a citizen to be allowed
to vote. Hold your own election to decide on a policy for running your classroom. Aligned to your
State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional writing tasks, crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: Antarctica: Regions Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis and David



McAleese, 2016-07-01 **This is the chapter slice Regions Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan
Antarctica** Go on an exhibition to the South Pole as you explore the harsh climate of Antarctica.
Study the ice, atmosphere, magnetic field, and greenhouse effect over this vast continent. Draw the
locations of research stations inhabiting Antarctica. Understand how Antarctica's temperatures can
result in surface ice two miles thick. Become a scientist and research the atmosphere above
Antarctica. Find ways in which scientists move around Antarctica without roads or highways.
Compare Antarctica's active volcano, Mt. Erebus, with others found around the world, like Mt. St.
Helens and Mt. Vesuvius. View the continent as seen from Earth with a globe view map. Aligned to
your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional maps, crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: Asia: Location Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis and David
McAleese, 2016-07-01 **This is the chapter slice Location Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan Asia**
Explore the vast landscape that is Asia, the world's largest continent. Find and label the Gobi Desert,
Himalayas mountain range and Mekong Delta on a map of Asia. Find out how the city of Mumbai's
location affected how it developed as a city. Record information about your chosen country in a flow
chart graphic organizer. Learn how China's landscape is being changed by the Three Gorges Dam on
the Yangtze River. Interview your parents to find out where your family originated, how and when
they moved about, and how they eventually came to live in your present home. Compare an ancient
Asian civilization with the one that exists there now on the Regions Change Over Time organizer.
Look at the Asian continent on a world map to compare its location to the rest of the world. Aligned
to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional maps, crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: North America: Movement Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis and
David McAleese, 2016-07-01 **This is the chapter slice Movement Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan
North America** Travel from the northern tundra all the way down to the Yucatan Peninsula while
exploring North America. See the physical features that characterize the continent on a map. Find
countries in North America and list them in order of most northerly to most southerly. Locate where
many of North America's largest cities were developed and why they were set up there. Decide
whether a situation is either a positive or a negative human/environment interaction based on the
scenario. Compare the different kinds of transportation used on a fishbone graphic organizer.
Collect facts about the Rocky Mountains, like physical characteristics and vegetation on a web
organizer. Review a detailed region map of the United States to see transportation routes from one
end to the other. Aligned to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional
maps, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
  5 themes of geography worksheets: Resources in Education , 1997-07
  5 themes of geography worksheets: South America: Movement Gr. 5-8 Irene Evagelelis
and David McAleese, 2016-07-01 **This is the chapter slice Movement Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson
plan South America** Become aware of the endangered environment and wildlife that inhabit South
America. Get familiar with the Caribbean Region, one of the world's most sought-after tourist
destinations. Describe the relative location of Chile using the features around it. Discover how the
Andes Mountains and the Pampas are different. Do some research in the Amazon River, the most
famous river in the world. Use the Wildlife Organizer to find the different kinds of wildlife that are
unique to the Andes Mountains, the Amazon Rainforest and the Pampas regions. Find information
about the subway system in some of South America's largest cities, like Caracas, Venezuela and Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil. Compare an ancient South American civilization with the one that exists there
now on the Regions Change Over Time graphic organizer. Locate the countries and capital cities on
a political map. Aligned to your State Standards and the Five Themes of Geography, additional
maps, crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
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