culture and imperialism edward said

**Culture and Imperialism: Exploring Edward Said’s Groundbreaking Analysis**

culture and imperialism edward said is a phrase that instantly brings to mind a critical examination of
how empire-building and cultural expression intertwine. Edward Said’s influential work *Culture and
Imperialism* delves deep into the ways Western imperial powers have shaped literature, art, and
cultural narratives to justify and perpetuate colonial dominance. If you’re intrigued by how culture and
politics mesh, or how storytelling can reflect and reinforce power structures, Said’s insights offer a

profound lens through which to understand history and identity.

Who Was Edward Said?

Before diving into the ideas presented in *Culture and Imperialism*, it helps to know a bit about the
man behind the work. Edward Said was a Palestinian-American literary theorist, cultural critic, and
public intellectual. His earlier book, *Orientalism* (1978), revolutionized the study of how the West
perceives the East, exposing how cultural representations were often complicit in imperialist agendas.
*Culture and Imperialism*, published in 1993, extends these themes by examining how imperialism is

embedded not just in academic discourse but in the very fabric of Western literature and culture.

Understanding the Core Themes of Culture and Imperialism

Edward Said

Said’s *Culture and Imperialism* is far more than a historical recounting; it’s a critical framework for
interpreting Western cultural productions in the age of empire. At its heart, the book argues that

imperialism is not only a political or economic enterprise but also a cultural one, where literature and



art serve as subtle yet powerful tools of domination.

Imperialism as a Cultural Force

Said challenges the notion that empire is purely about governance or economics. Instead, he reveals
the cultural underpinnings that sustain imperial control. Through novels, plays, and other works,
imperial powers construct narratives that normalize colonization and marginalize colonized peoples.
For example, canonical British authors like Jane Austen and Joseph Conrad, while often celebrated for
their literary merit, also engage with imperial themes—sometimes explicitly, sometimes implicitly—that

reflect and reinforce colonial attitudes.

The Role of Literature in Shaping Imperial Consciousness

One of Said’s key insights is how literature helps shape public perception of empire. Stories about
“exotic” lands and “noble” colonizers create a worldview where imperialism seems natural or even
benevolent. By analyzing texts such as Jane Austen’s *Mansfield Park* or Conrad’s *Heart of
Darkness*, Said shows how these narratives embed imperial ideologies within the cultural imagination.

This allows imperialism to be experienced not just as a political reality but as a moral and cultural one.

Intersections of Culture, Power, and Resistance

Said does not portray culture as simply a tool of oppression. Instead, he emphasizes the ambivalence
and contestation within cultural texts, noting that colonized peoples and their stories often resist

imperial narratives, even within dominant cultural frameworks.



Voices of the Colonized

Throughout *Culture and Imperialism*, Said highlights how literature from colonized or formerly
colonized societies pushes back against imperial domination. Postcolonial writers like Chinua Achebe
and Salman Rushdie, for instance, rewrite or respond to imperial narratives, reclaiming agency and
identity. Their works reveal the complexities of cultural exchange, where imperialism’s legacy is

contested and reimagined.

Culture as a Site of Struggle

Said’s analysis suggests that culture is not neutral ground but a battleground where imperial ideologies
are both imposed and challenged. This dynamic invites readers to critically engage with cultural
products, recognizing their role in shaping and contesting power relations. Understanding this tension

is crucial for anyone studying postcolonial literature or the history of empire.

Why Culture and Imperialism Edward Said Remains Relevant

Today

More than two decades after its publication, *Culture and Imperialism* continues to resonate with
scholars, students, and activists alike. Its examination of the cultural dimensions of power encourages

us to question the narratives we consume and the histories we inherit.

Implications for Modern Media and Cultural Studies

Said’s work paved the way for critical media studies and postcolonial theory, influencing how we

analyze films, literature, and art in a globalized world. Today, as issues of cultural representation and



systemic inequality remain pressing, *Culture and Imperialism* provides tools to dissect how

contemporary media might perpetuate or challenge imperial legacies.

Encouraging Critical Reading and Awareness

For readers, engaging with Said’s ideas encourages a more nuanced approach to cultural
consumption. Instead of passively accepting stories at face value, we learn to ask: Whose perspective
is being prioritized? What histories are being told or omitted? This critical awareness fosters empathy

and a deeper understanding of the ongoing impact of imperial histories.

Key Concepts and Terms in Culture and Imperialism Edward

Said

To better grasp Said’s arguments, it’s helpful to familiarize yourself with some key terms and concepts

that frequently appear in discussions about *Culture and Imperialism*;
» Orientalism: The Western depiction of Eastern societies as exotic, backward, and uncivilized, a
concept originally explored in Said’s earlier work but foundational here as well.

e Postcolonialism: The study of the cultural legacies of colonialism and imperialism, focusing on

resistance and reclamation of identity.

e Hegemony: The dominance of one social group or ideology over others, often maintained through

cultural institutions and narratives.

e Counter-narratives: Stories and perspectives that challenge dominant imperialist accounts, often

emerging from colonized or marginalized voices.



Understanding these concepts can enrich your reading of Said’s text and its continued influence

across disciplines.

Applying Edward Said’s Insights in Contemporary Contexts

The frameworks introduced in *Culture and Imperialism* are not confined to historical analysis. They
offer practical approaches for modern readers, educators, and cultural critics seeking to unpack the

complexities of identity, power, and representation.

Teaching Culture and Imperialism in Academia

In university settings, Said’s work often serves as a cornerstone for courses on postcolonial studies,
literature, and cultural theory. Educators encourage students to explore how imperialist histories shape
not only texts but also social structures and personal identities. This helps foster critical thinking and

global awareness.

Engaging with Media and Popular Culture

Beyond academia, Said’s ideas invite us to look critically at films, television, and news media. For
example, how do Hollywood movies portray non-Western cultures? Are there lingering colonial
stereotypes? By applying Said’s lens, consumers can become more discerning and advocate for more

authentic and diverse representations.



Supporting Decolonization Movements

Culturally informed activism often draws on Said’s concepts to challenge ongoing inequalities rooted in
colonial legacies. Whether in education reform, museum curation, or policy-making, understanding the

cultural dimensions of imperialism helps activists articulate demands for justice and inclusion.

Edward Said’s *Culture and Imperialism* remains a vital work that bridges literature, history, and
politics. It encourages us to see culture not as a passive backdrop but as an active participant in the
story of empire and resistance. Through engaging with Said’s ideas, we gain tools to better understand

the past and critically navigate the cultural landscapes of today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Edward Said's 'Culture and Imperialism'?

The main thesis of Edward Said's 'Culture and Imperialism' is that Western imperialism and colonialism
are deeply intertwined with cultural productions, particularly literature, which both reflect and

perpetuate imperialist ideologies.

How does Edward Said connect literature to imperialism in 'Culture
and Imperialism'?

Edward Said argues that literature from the imperial era often contains imperialist narratives that justify
and normalize colonial domination, and that these cultural texts must be read critically to uncover the

power dynamics and resistance embedded within them.



What role does Edward Said attribute to culture in the process of
imperialism?

Said posits that culture plays a crucial role in imperialism by shaping perceptions, legitimizing colonial
rule, and constructing the identities of both colonizers and colonized, thus serving as a tool of both

domination and resistance.

How does 'Culture and Imperialism' expand on Edward Said's earlier
work 'Orientalism'?

While 'Orientalism' focuses on the Western construction of the East as the 'Other,' 'Culture and
Imperialism' broadens this analysis to include a wider range of cultural forms and imperial contexts,
demonstrating how imperialist ideology permeates various aspects of culture beyond just the East-

West binary.

What is Edward Said’s perspective on the relationship between empire
and narrative in 'Culture and Imperialism'?

Said contends that empire is sustained through narratives that shape public consciousness; these
narratives often exclude or marginalize colonized voices, but recognizing and reinterpreting these

stories can challenge imperial power structures.

How does 'Culture and Imperialism' address the concept of resistance
within imperial cultures?

Said highlights that within imperial cultures, there are always voices and texts that resist or subvert
imperial ideologies, and acknowledging these acts of cultural resistance is vital to understanding the

complex dynamics of empire.



Additional Resources

Culture and Imperialism Edward Said: Revisiting the Nexus of Power, Literature, and Colonial Legacy

culture and imperialism edward said remains a seminal framework for understanding the intricate
connections between Western cultural productions and the historical realities of imperial dominance.
Edward Said, a towering figure in postcolonial theory, delves deeply into how literary and cultural
narratives have both shaped and been shaped by imperialist ideologies. His 1993 work, *Culture and
Imperialism*, extends his groundbreaking 1978 book *Orientalism* by broadening the critique beyond

the Middle East to examine Western literature's role in sustaining colonial power structures globally.

This article explores the core themes and analytical insights of Said’s *Culture and Imperialism*,
highlighting its enduring relevance in contemporary discussions on culture, history, and empire. By
dissecting the relationships between cultural texts and imperialist enterprise, Said challenges readers

and scholars to reconsider canonical works in light of their imperial contexts.

The Intellectual Landscape of Culture and Imperialism Edward

Said

Edward Said’s *Culture and Imperialism* is not merely a historical or literary critique; it is a profound
interrogation of the ways culture functions as a vehicle for imperial power. Said argues that imperialism
is not solely a political or economic phenomenon but is deeply embedded in cultural narratives that
legitimize and perpetuate domination. He positions literature as both a reflection of and a contributor to
the imperial project, emphasizing how canonical authors—such as Jane Austen, Joseph Conrad, and

Rudyard Kipling—engage with imperial themes either overtly or implicitly.

Said’s analysis reveals a dual process: imperialism shapes culture, and culture, in turn, shapes
imperialism by creating ideological frameworks that justify conquest and colonization. This dynamic is

crucial for understanding how cultural texts have historically marginalized colonized peoples and



minimized their voices, effectively naturalizing European supremacy.

Expanding the Scope Beyond Orientalism

While *Orientalism* focused primarily on Western representations of the Middle East, *Culture and
Imperialism* broadens this scope to include the Americas, Africa, and Asia. Said critiques the
Eurocentric perspectives embedded in Western literature that often portray colonized subjects as “the
other”—exaotic, inferior, or threatening. His examination covers a range of literary genres and periods,

illustrating how imperialist ideologies permeated cultural production over centuries.

This expansion also underscores the interconnectedness of imperial ventures. Said’s work highlights
how different colonial contexts shared similar narrative strategies to assert control and suppress

resistance, thereby linking seemingly disparate imperial histories through common cultural practices.

Key Themes in Culture and Imperialism Edward Said

1. The Empire Writes Back

One of Said’s pivotal assertions is that the empire “writes back” through cultural resistance and
counter-narratives. Colonized peoples have historically engaged with imperial discourses, adopting,
adapting, or subverting them to assert their own identities and challenge colonial rule. This theme
anticipates later postcolonial scholarship that explores hybridity, mimicry, and resistance within colonial

contexts.

Said emphasizes that culture is a contested space where imperial power is negotiated rather than
passively accepted. Understanding this contestation is essential for unpacking how postcolonial

identities and literatures emerge.



2. The Interrelation of Culture and Power

Said’s analysis draws heavily on Antonio Gramsci’s notion of cultural hegemony—how dominant
groups maintain power through ideological consent rather than coercion alone. In *Culture and
Imperialism*, Said demonstrates how literary texts contributed to this hegemony by normalizing

imperialist values and silencing alternative perspectives.

This theme highlights the subtlety of cultural influence, showing that empire is sustained not only
through military conquest but also through the everyday consumption of cultural products that shape

perceptions and beliefs.

3. The Canon and Its Discontents

Challenging the literary canon is another critical aspect of Said’s argument. He scrutinizes celebrated
Western authors whose works have traditionally been read without acknowledgment of their imperial
contexts. By reading these texts alongside histories of empire, Said exposes how literature often

reinforces racial and cultural hierarchies.

This approach encourages contemporary readers and scholars to adopt a more critical stance toward
the canon, questioning whose stories are told and whose are silenced. It also invites a reevaluation of

global literary traditions with greater attention to marginalized voices.

Implications and Contemporary Relevance

The insights from *Culture and Imperialism Edward Said* continue to resonate in today's globalized
world, where debates around cultural representation, historical memory, and postcolonial identity
remain pertinent. Said’s work informs critical discourse in various fields, including literary studies,

cultural studies, history, and international relations.



Influence on Postcolonial Studies

Said’s framework has profoundly influenced postcolonial theory by insisting on the inseparability of
culture and politics. His insistence on analyzing literature as a form of imperial discourse paved the
way for scholars like Homi Bhabha and Gayatri Spivak to explore themes of hybridity, subalternity, and

decolonization.

Contemporary Cultural Criticism

In an era marked by ongoing debates about cultural appropriation, nationalism, and the legacies of
colonialism, *Culture and Imperialism* offers tools to critically assess how cultural products participate

in power relations. This applies to modern media, film, literature, and even policy discourse.

Debates and Critiques

While Said’s work is widely acclaimed, it has also faced critique. Some scholars argue that his focus
on Western literature risks overshadowing indigenous cultural productions or that his binary framing of
imperial versus colonized narratives may be overly simplistic. Others point out that Said’s emphasis on
textual analysis could benefit from deeper engagement with economic and material conditions of

imperialism.

Nevertheless, such critiques have spurred further scholarship and debate, enriching the field and

reinforcing the importance of Said’s foundational ideas.

Key Takeaways from Culture and Imperialism Edward Said



¢ Imperialism is both a political and cultural phenomenon, deeply embedded in Western literature

and arts.

¢ Canonical texts often function as ideological tools that justify and normalize colonial domination.

e Cultural resistance and counter-narratives play a vital role in challenging imperial power

structures.

¢ Understanding the cultural dimensions of empire is essential for comprehending historical and

contemporary global power relations.

¢ Critical engagement with the literary canon can reveal hidden biases and open space for

marginalized voices.

Edward Said’s *Culture and Imperialism* remains a cornerstone for anyone seeking to understand how
culture and empire intertwine. It invites ongoing reflection on the power of narrative to shape history
and identity, urging readers not only to decode imperial legacies but also to imagine more equitable

cultural futures.
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position in western intellectual life. This new book is a major exploration and assessment of his
writings in all these main areas. Focusing on Said's insistence on the connection between literature,
politics and culture, Kennedy offers an overview and assessment of the main strands of Said's work,
drawing out the links and contradictions between each area. The book begins with an examination of
Orientalism, one of the founding texts of post-colonial studies. Kennedy looks at the book in detail,
probing both its strengths and weaknesses, and linking it to its sequel, Culture and Imperialism. She
then examines Said's work on the Palestinian people, with his emphasis on the need for a Palestinian
narrative to counter pro-Israeli accounts of the Middle East, and his searing criticisms of US, Israeli,
and even Arab governments. The book closes with an examination of Said's importance in the field of
post-colonial studies, notably colonial discourse analysis and post-colonial theory, and his
significance as a public intellectual. This book will be of great interest to anyone studying
post-colonialism, literary theory, politics, and the Middle East, as well as anyone interested in Said's
writings.

culture and imperialism edward said: Cultural Readings of Imperialism Keith Ansell-Pearson,
Benita Parry, Judith Squires, 1997 Edward Said is a major 20th-century thinker. His impact on the
way we think about identity and postcolonialism has been profound and transformative. In this book
of essays, scholars of postcolonial studies, philosophy and literary criticism, informed by Said's
wide-ranging scholarship, engage with and extend his work.

culture and imperialism edward said: Cultural Imperialism and the Indo-English Novel
Fawzia Afzal-Khan, 2010-11-01 This is a provocative piece of scholarship, and it engages an
intriguing aspect of postcolonial writing.-Choice Fawzia Afzal-Khan's excellent book could stand as a
reply to those hostile critics who today attack 'multiculturalism' for reductively politicizing
literature. In her trenchant discussion, Afzal-Khan shows just how complex the politics of 'liberation'
can be for colonial and postcolonial novelists. -Gerald Graff, University of ChicagoAfzal-Khan's study
is a major new contribution to the related fields of Indian writing in English and post-colonial
literatures. Focused primarily on four Indian novelists, its arguments and conclusions are of vital
importance to our understanding of the many new literatures from the former British colonies.
Through her judicious use of the theoretical constructs of Frantz Fanon, Fredric Jameson, Edward
Said, and others, Afzal-Khan has produced a fresh and compelling interpretation of the
Indian-English novel.-Amritjit Singh, Rhode Island CollegeCultural Imperialism and the Indo-English
Novel focuses on the novels of R. K. Narayan, Anita Desai, Kamala Markandaya, and Salman Rushdie
and explores the tension in these novels between ideology and the generic fictive strategies that
shape ideology or are shaped by it. Fawzia Afzal-Khan raises the important question of how much
the usage of certain ideological strategies actually helps the ex-colonized writer deal effectively with
post-colonial and post-independence trauma and whether or not the choice of a particular genre or
mode employed by a writer presupposes the extent to which that writer will be successful in
challenging the ideological strategies of containment perpetuated by most Western orientalist texts
and writers. She argues that the formal or generic choices of the four writers studied here reveal
that they are using genre as an ideological strategy of liberation to help free their peoples and
cultures from the hegemonic strategies of containment imposed upon them. She concludes that the
works studied here constitute an ideological rebuttal of Western writers' denigrating containment of
non-Western cultures. She also notes that self-criticism, as implied in Rushdie's works, is not be
confused with self-hatred, a theme found in Naipaul's work.

culture and imperialism edward said: Edward Said Adel Iskandar, Adel Iskander, Hakem
Rustom, 2010 This indispensable volume, a comprehensive and wide-ranging resource on Edward
Said's life and work, spans his broad legacy both within and beyond the academy. The book brings
together contributions from 31 luminaries to engage Said's provocative ideas.

culture and imperialism edward said: Edward Said and the Religious Effects of Culture
William D. Hart, William David Hart, 2000-04-13 This book provides a distinctive account of Edward
Said's critique of modern culture by highlighting the religion-secularism distinction on which it is
predicated. It refers to religious and secular traditions and to tropes that extend the meaning and



reference of religion and secularism in indeterminate ways. It covers Said's heterogeneous
corpus--from Joseph Conrad and the Fiction of Autobiography, his first book, to Orientalism, his most
influential book, to his recent writings on the Palestinian question. The religion-secularism
distinction lies behind Said's cultural criticism, and his notion of intellectual responsibility.

culture and imperialism edward said: Summary of Edward W. Said's Culture and
Imperialism Everest Media,, 2022-05-02T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not
the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The poet is a talent that works within a tradition that
cannot be simply inherited. The poet’s task is to obtain a tradition that involves, in the first place,
the historical sense, which is a perception of the pastness of the past and its presence. #2 The past
shapes our present understanding and views of the present. How we represent the past determines
how we view the present. The American and Iraqi versions of the past clashed during the Gulf War in
1990-91. #3 The modern imperial experience has had a profound impact on the lives of individuals
around the world. The British and French empires between them controlled vast territories, which
were later liberated from their control. #4 The world is one, and we are all connected to it in some
way. We must consider the impact of empires on art, and how it can be difficult to separate the two.

culture and imperialism edward said: Edward Said Bill Ashcroft, Pal Ahluwalia, 2008-10-16
Edward Said is perhaps best known as the author of Orientalism, this new edition of a popular guide
explains Said's key ideas, their contexts and impact, with reference to both his scholarship and
journalism.

culture and imperialism edward said: Culture and Imperialism Edward W. Said, 2007

culture and imperialism edward said: Edward Said Abdirahman A. Hussein, 2004-09-17 The
only intellectual biography of the groundbreaking author of Orientalism, published on the first
anniversary of Said's death.

culture and imperialism edward said: Power, Politics, and Culture Edward W. Said, 2001
Spanning more than thirty years, a collection of twenty-five interviews with the middle Eastern
scholar and critic shares his thoughts on a variety of subjects, including politics, literary and cultural
criticism, and the Gulf War.

culture and imperialism edward said: Imperialism and Postcolonialism Barbara Bush,
2014-05-22 This account of imperialism explores recent intellectual, theoretical and conceptual
developments in imperial history, including interdisciplinary and post-colonial perspectives.
Exploring the links between empire and domestic history, it looks at the interconnections and
comparisons between empire and imperial power within wider developments in world history,
covering the period from the Roman to the present American empire. The book begins by examining
the nature of empire, then looks at continuity and change in the historiography of imperialism and
theoretical and conceptual developments. It covers themes such as the relationship between
imperialism and modernity, culture and national identity in Britain. Suitable for undergraduates
taking courses in imperial and colonial history.

culture and imperialism edward said: Reflections on Exile Edward W. Said, 2001 This long
awaited collection brings together Edward Said's essays on literary and cultural topics from over
three decades. Together these essays give a rare insight into the formation of a critic and the
development of an intellectual vocation.

culture and imperialism edward said: Edward Said and Critical Decolonization Ferial ]
Gbazoul, 2007 This book is dedicated to Edward Said (1935-2003), a major literary and cultural
critic, who has been instrumental in promoting decolonization through his analytical and critical
writing. Scholarly articles tackle various aspects of Said's writing on fiction, criticism, politics, and
music, and the volume includes an extensive bibliography of Edward Said. Edward Said and Critical
Decolonization strives to cover the multifaceted career of Said, with emphasis on his critical
contribution to decolonization and resistance to hegemony. There are moving testimonies by friends
and relatives, students and colleagues, which throw light on his personality. An article by Said
himself on the idea of the university is published here for the first time. The volume also includes
articles exploring in depth Said's political, critical, and aesthetic positions--including his views on




intellectuals and secular criticism, on traveling theory, and humanism. And Said's thought is
explored in relation to other major thinkers such as Freud and Foucault. Contributors: Fadwa Abdel
Rahman, Richard Armstrong, Mostafa Bayoumi, Terry Eagleton, Rokus de Groot, Stathis Gourgouris,
Hoda Guindi, Ananya Kabir, Lamis El Nakkash, Daisuke Nishihara, Rubén Chuaqui, Yasmine
Ramadan, Andrew Rubin, Edward Said, Najla Said, Yumna Siddiqi, David Sweet, Michael Wood, and
Youssef Yacoubi.

culture and imperialism edward said: Ordering The International William Brown, Simon
Bromley, Suma Athreye, 2004-05-20 Leading Marxist thinkers re-evaluate Trotsky's key theories --
an ideal introduction for students.

culture and imperialism edward said: Thinking Class Joanna Kadi, 1996 Joanna Kadi's clear
prose strikes out powerfully against the dominance of the upper class in all spheres of life. She
offers a personal and analytical look at how oppression by class intersects with oppression by race,
gender, and sexuality. Examining the elite's supposed hegemony over intellectual work, Thinking
Class rejects the idea that the working class is the non-thinking class, and affirms the culture that
springs up, beautiful and honest, from this society's true base.In language both lyrical and sardonic,
this working-class scholar examines subjects ranging from country music to cultural appropriation,
from working-class ideals to Disney icons, in a forthright and poetic rendering that is sure to appeal
to all those interested in American culture, feminism, and ethnic studies.

culture and imperialism edward said: Edward Said and the Cultural History of British
Colonialism in India Moritz Deutschmann, 2011-01-12 Essay from the year 2009 in the subject
History - Basics, European University Institute (Department of History, Florenz), language: English,
abstract: This text discusses the role of culture in the history of European colonialism. It takes Said's
notion of Orientalism as a starting point. It then discusses two very different books that have tried to
make Said's notion useful for the study of concrete colonial situations: Christopher Bayly's Empire
and Information, and Nicholas Dirks' Castes of Mind. Whereas Bayly's concept of an information
order tries to undermine ideas about a European hegemony of knowledge, Dirks stresses the
far-reaching influence European concepts had even on post-colonial notions of caste in India.

culture and imperialism edward said: The Edward Said Reader Edward W. Said, 2001 This
work presents key selections from Said's works. Whether writing on the Hebron Massacre or on the
fight for Palestinian self-determination, Said's uncompromising intelligence casts light on every
subject he tackles.

culture and imperialism edward said: Orientalism Edward W Said, 2016-10-25 ‘A
stimulating, elegant yet pugnacious essay’—Observer In this highly acclaimed seminal work, Edward
Said surveys the history and nature of Western attitudes towards the East, considering Orientalism
as a powerful European ideological creation—a way for writers, philosophers and colonial
administrators to deal with the ‘otherness’ of Eastern culture, customs and beliefs. He traces this
view through the writings of Homer, Nerval and Flaubert, Disraeli and Kipling, whose imaginative
depictions have greatly contributed to the West’s romantic and exotic picture of the Orient. In the
Afterword, Said examines the effect of continuing Western imperialism.

culture and imperialism edward said: Public Intellectuals and Their Discontents
Yadullah Shahibzadeh, 2020-09-30 This book addresses the ways in which the figure of the
intellectuals and their relationship to the public has been theorized through the conceptualizations
of bureaucracy, democracy, and communism as universal processes from the 19th century to the
present. Starting with Hegel and Marx, the author looks at the rise of the figure of the universal
intellectual in various forms, before turning to what is presented as a transformation of the figure of
the intellectual into ‘the public intellectual’ advanced by the New Philosophies and the critical
response offered by Edward Said. The study presents two comparative case studies: the Iranian
Revolution and the public intellectuals in Europe, specifically in Norway, before concluding with a
focus on the decay of the figure of the intellectuals and highlighting Ranciere’s critique of the
intellectual/masses distinction.
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