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john milbank theology and social theory represents a fascinating intersection
where deep theological insights engage with the complexities of social
structures. John Milbank, a prominent British theologian, has carved out a
distinctive place in contemporary thought by challenging secular assumptions
and advocating for a reintegration of theology into social theory. His work
invites us to reconsider how faith shapes societal norms, politics, and
economics, offering a fresh lens on the relationship between religion and
modern life.

Understanding John Milbank’s Theological Vision

At the heart of Milbank’s approach is a conviction that theology should not
be confined to private belief or church doctrine but must actively inform our
understanding of society. He critiques the secularization of social theory,
arguing that removing theological perspectives has impoverished social
analysis. Milbank’s theology is deeply rooted in Christian tradition,
particularly drawing on the insights of the early Church Fathers and the
concept of the Trinity as a model for relationality and community.

His theological framework rejects the modern tendency to separate the sacred
from the secular and instead promotes a holistic vision where divine grace
interacts dynamically with social realities. This perspective challenges the
dominance of individualism and materialism in contemporary society and opens
the door for alternative social arrangements grounded in communal love and
justice.

The Radical Orthodoxy Movement and Its Impact

John Milbank is closely associated with the Radical Orthodoxy movement, which
emerged in the 1990s as a bold response to secular modernity. Radical
Orthodoxy critiques the Enlightenment project and the fragmentation of
knowledge, calling for a return to a pre-modern synthesis of theology,
philosophy, and social theory.

#### Key Features of Radical Orthodoxy

- **Rejection of Secular Neutrality:** Milbank and his colleagues argue that
secular social theories claim neutrality but are, in fact, based on
theological presuppositions often unacknowledged.
- **Integration of Theology and Philosophy:** They emphasize that theology



offers foundational truths that can reorient philosophical inquiry and social
critique.
- **Community and Relationality:** Following the Trinitarian model, Radical
Orthodoxy emphasizes relationality as the basis for society, contrasting with
atomistic individualism.
- **Critique of Capitalism and Liberalism:** Milbank challenges the dominant
economic and political paradigms, suggesting they stem from a secularized
worldview that neglects spiritual and communal dimensions.

This movement has influenced not only theological circles but also social
theorists, political philosophers, and cultural critics who seek a more
profound basis for social ethics and public life.

Milbank’s Critique of Secular Social Theory

One of the most compelling aspects of John Milbank theology and social theory
is his critique of secular social theory’s limitations. He argues that modern
social theory often reduces human beings to isolated individuals motivated
purely by self-interest or economic calculation. This reductionist view,
Milbank claims, fails to account for the deeper spiritual and communal
aspects of human existence.

Milbank challenges the dominant frameworks of liberalism, Marxism, and
postmodernism, suggesting that each, in different ways, neglects the role of
theology in shaping human identity and social relations. For example,
liberalism’s focus on individual rights overlooks the importance of shared
values and communal responsibilities. Marxism’s materialist focus ignores the
spiritual dimension altogether, while postmodernism’s relativism undermines
the possibility of shared truth.

By reintroducing theological concepts such as grace, redemption, and the
Kingdom of God, Milbank offers an alternative social theory that foregrounds
hope, transformation, and the possibility of a just society grounded in
divine love.

Theology as a Ground for Social Ethics

John Milbank theology and social theory do not simply critique; they also
provide constructive insights into social ethics. His work encourages
Christians and others to envision social arrangements that reflect the
Trinitarian nature of God — a community marked by mutual love, self-giving,
and unity in diversity.

#### Practical Implications

- **Politics and Governance:** Milbank advocates for political frameworks
that prioritize the common good over individual gain, emphasizing



subsidiarity and communal responsibility.
- **Economic Life:** He critiques capitalist consumerism and proposes
economic models that promote human flourishing and stewardship rather than
exploitation.
- **Education and Culture:** Milbank stresses the importance of education
that integrates faith and reason, fostering a culture that values wisdom and
virtue.
- **Social Justice:** His theology calls for a justice that is restorative
and transformative, rooted in forgiveness and reconciliation rather than mere
retribution.

These ethical dimensions challenge contemporary societies to rethink their
priorities and structures in light of a deeper theological vision.

The Influence of Ancient and Medieval Thought

Milbank’s work is deeply indebted to the patristic and medieval Christian
traditions, which he sees as repositories of wisdom often neglected in modern
discourse. He draws on thinkers like Augustine, Aquinas, and the Cappadocian
Fathers to articulate a vision of society that transcends the limitations of
secular modernity.

For instance, the concept of theosis (divinization) from Eastern Orthodox
theology plays a crucial role in Milbank’s thought. It suggests that human
beings are called to participate in God’s life, which has profound
implications for how we understand community, morality, and social
transformation.

By reconnecting theology with social theory through these ancient insights,
Milbank offers a rich and nuanced alternative to contemporary secular
paradigms.

Challenges and Criticisms

While John Milbank theology and social theory have been widely influential,
they are not without controversy. Some critics argue that Milbank’s approach
is overly idealistic or that it underestimates the complexity of modern
pluralistic societies. Others question whether his strong Christian framework
can be applied in secular contexts or across diverse religious traditions.

Moreover, the dense and sometimes abstract nature of Milbank’s writing can be
challenging for readers unfamiliar with theological jargon or philosophical
discourse. Nevertheless, these critiques have sparked valuable debates that
continue to refine and develop the conversation around theology and society.



Why Milbank’s Work Matters Today

In a world marked by social fragmentation, political polarization, and
ethical uncertainty, John Milbank theology and social theory offer a
compelling invitation to rethink the foundations of community and public
life. His insistence on the inseparability of faith and social analysis
pushes us to consider how our deepest beliefs shape the structures we
inhabit.

Whether one agrees fully with his conclusions or not, engaging with Milbank’s
work encourages a more integrated and hopeful vision for society—one where
theology speaks not only to individual spirituality but to the collective
challenges we face.

For students of theology, social theory, or anyone interested in the dialogue
between religion and culture, Milbank’s contributions provide a rich resource
for exploring how ancient wisdom can illuminate modern dilemmas. His call to
reclaim the theological imagination in social theory remains a vital and
provocative challenge for our times.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John Milbank and what is his contribution to
theology and social theory?
John Milbank is a British theologian known for founding the Radical Orthodoxy
movement, which seeks to re-engage theology with social theory, emphasizing
the importance of Christian metaphysics in understanding society and culture.

What is Radical Orthodoxy and how does John Milbank
relate to it?
Radical Orthodoxy is a theological movement initiated by John Milbank that
critiques secular modernity and posits that theology should be central to
social theory, arguing that secular disciplines are insufficient without a
theological framework.

How does John Milbank critique secular social theory
in his work?
Milbank critiques secular social theory for its reliance on materialism and
rationalism, arguing that it neglects the spiritual and metaphysical
dimensions of human life, which theology can address to provide a fuller
understanding of society.



What role does theology play in social theory
according to John Milbank?
According to Milbank, theology provides a foundational metaphysical framework
that underpins social theory, offering insights into human nature, community,
and ethics that secular social theories often overlook.

Can you explain John Milbank's idea of the
relationship between faith and reason in social
thought?
Milbank argues that faith and reason are deeply interconnected, with faith
providing the ontological grounding for reason. He believes that social
theory should not separate reason from theological faith, as both are
essential for a comprehensive understanding of social reality.

How has John Milbank influenced contemporary social
theory?
Milbank has influenced contemporary social theory by challenging its secular
assumptions and encouraging scholars to incorporate theological perspectives,
thereby revitalizing discussions around ethics, community, and the nature of
society.

What are some key texts by John Milbank on theology
and social theory?
Key texts by John Milbank include 'Theology and Social Theory: Beyond Secular
Reason,' which lays out his critique of secular social theory and presents
his vision for a theology-centered social theory, as well as 'Radical
Orthodoxy: A New Theology.'

Additional Resources
John Milbank Theology and Social Theory: Bridging Faith and Society

john milbank theology and social theory represents a distinctive intellectual
endeavor that seeks to integrate Christian theological insights with
contemporary social and political thought. As a pioneering figure in the
field of radical orthodoxy, Milbank’s work challenges secular assumptions
embedded within modern social theory, proposing instead a vision rooted in a
theological anthropology and metaphysical realism. His contributions have
sparked extensive debate among theologians, sociologists, and political
theorists, highlighting the complex interplay between faith, culture, and
power structures.



The Intersection of Theology and Social Theory
in Milbank’s Thought

John Milbank's theology and social theory are inseparable in his critique of
secular modernity. His approach reconsiders the role of Christian theology
not as an isolated discipline but as a foundational framework capable of
reshaping social theory and providing normative guidance for understanding
society’s structures. Milbank argues that secular social theory, often
grounded in Enlightenment rationalism and materialism, suffers from what he
terms “secularism’s idolatry” — the elevation of immanent reason and autonomy
while excluding transcendence.

At the heart of Milbank’s project is the conviction that theology offers a
more comprehensive account of reality, encompassing spiritual, ethical, and
metaphysical dimensions neglected by secular social sciences. This
perspective leads him to critique dominant paradigms such as Marxism,
liberalism, and postmodernism, which, in his view, either reduce human beings
to economic agents or fragment social coherence through relativism.

Radical Orthodoxy: Reclaiming Theology’s Authority

Milbank’s intellectual movement, Radical Orthodoxy, launched in the 1990s, is
central to understanding his contributions. It seeks to recover pre-modern
theological traditions, especially those of the early Church Fathers and
medieval scholasticism, to reinvigorate contemporary debates on society and
culture. Rather than dismissing modernity outright, Radical Orthodoxy engages
critically with secular thought, exposing its limitations while affirming the
enduring relevance of Christian metaphysics.

This initiative emphasizes the communal and sacramental nature of reality,
which contrasts sharply with the atomistic individualism prevalent in modern
social theory. Milbank’s vision foregrounds the Church as a social body and a
countercultural community, offering an alternative model of social relations
that transcends the secular-sacred divide.

Critical Engagement with Secular Social
Theories

Milbank’s theology and social theory critique various secular frameworks,
positioning his work in dialogue and contention with leading social
theorists.



Critique of Liberalism and Individualism

One of Milbank’s key contentions is with liberal individualism, which he sees
as a root cause of social fragmentation and moral relativism. Liberalism’s
emphasis on autonomous individuals making rational choices sidelines communal
obligations and spiritual realities. Through a theological lens, Milbank
argues that true freedom is found not in self-sufficiency but in
participation within a divinely ordered social and moral community.

Marxism and the Problem of Secular Utopianism

Although sharing some concerns with Marxist critiques of capitalism, Milbank
distances himself from Marxism’s materialist assumptions and historicism. He
challenges the secular utopianism embedded in Marxist social theory,
advocating instead for a theologically informed social vision that
acknowledges the fallen nature of humanity and the limits of human progress
without divine grace.

Postmodernism and the Rejection of Meta-Narratives

Milbank’s engagement with postmodernism is complex. While he appreciates
postmodernism’s critique of modernity’s grand narratives, he criticizes its
tendency toward nihilism and relativism. His theology and social theory
propose an alternative meta-narrative grounded in Trinitarian theology, which
provides a coherent and hopeful framework for interpreting history and social
life.

Key Features of Milbank’s Theological Social
Theory

Theological Metaphysics: Reality is fundamentally relational and
sacramental, oriented toward divine participation rather than mere
material existence.

Critique of Secularism: Secular social theories are limited by their
exclusion of transcendence and reliance on immanent autonomy.

Communal Anthropology: Human identity and freedom are realized primarily
through community participation, especially within the ecclesial body.

Political Implications: Milbank envisions a society where political
structures reflect theological virtues and the common good, challenging
the privatization of religion.



The Role of the Church in Social Theory

Milbank places the Church at the center of social transformation. For him,
the Church is not just a religious institution but a paradigmatic social body
that models alternative social relations rooted in grace, love, and justice.
This ecclesial vision challenges secular assumptions about the public-private
divide, advocating for a reintegration of faith into public life and social
structures.

Comparative Perspectives and Criticisms

Milbank’s theology and social theory have been both influential and
controversial. Supporters praise his bold re-articulation of Christian
tradition and his challenge to secular hegemony. Critics, however, argue that
his approach risks idealizing pre-modern social orders and underestimating
the pluralistic realities of contemporary societies. Some contend that his
rejection of secular social theory limits dialogue with diverse philosophical
frameworks, potentially narrowing his appeal.

Moreover, his dense and sometimes esoteric prose can be a barrier to
accessibility, prompting calls for more practical applications of his ideas
to concrete social and political issues.

Impact on Contemporary Theology and Social Thought

Despite critiques, Milbank’s work has sparked renewed interest in the
intersection of theology and social theory, encouraging theologians to engage
with social sciences and political philosophy more robustly. His influence
extends beyond strictly theological circles into cultural criticism, ethics,
and even architecture, where his ideas about the relational and sacramental
nature of space have found resonance.

Conclusion: A Theological Reimagining of Social
Theory

John Milbank theology and social theory represent a significant endeavor to
rethink the foundations of social thought through a theological prism. By
challenging secular assumptions and reclaiming the resources of Christian
orthodoxy, Milbank invites scholars and practitioners alike to reconsider how
faith shapes social realities. While his approach is complex and sometimes
contested, its contribution to the ongoing dialogue between theology and



social theory is undeniable, offering a profound critique and a hopeful
vision for the future of society.
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  john milbank theology and social theory: Theology and Social Theory John Milbank,
2008-04-15 This is a revised edition of John Milbank’s masterpiece, which sketches the outline of a
specifically theological social theory. The Times Higher Education Supplement wrote of the first
edition that it was “a tour de force of systematic theology. It would be churlish not to acknowledge
its provocation and brilliance”. Featured in The Church Times “100 Best Christian Books Brings this
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  john milbank theology and social theory: Theology and Social Theory John Milbank, 1991 In
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vantage-point. In response, theology has tried to legitimate itself by building upon social scientific
conclusions. In this acclaimed book, John Milbank suggests that both enterprises are compromised
by the theological and anti-theological assumptions built into the social sciences themselves.This
new edition of Theology and Social Theory brings John Milbank 's classic work fully into line with his
most recent views and is laid out in an easier-to-read format. It features a substantial new preface in
which Milbank answers his critics by defending and further elaborating his metahistorical
vision.Provocative and well-argued, this updated classic from one of the world 's leading theologians
offers a comprehensive treatment of the relation between theology and social theory, all the way
from Plato to Deleuze.
  john milbank theology and social theory: A Critique of John Milbank's Theology and Social
Theory David Joel Andrea, 2013 My purpose in writing this thesis is to critique John Milbank's claims
in Theology and Social Theory (1990), which are to the effect that secular social theory is founded
upon religious principles, which if true, opens the possibility of a theological critique of secularism
from a Christian perspective. The method by which I shall do this is by extracting the main lines of
his thought while subjecting them to critical remarks by others and myself where necessary.
Theology and Social Theory will be the main text for exegeting Milbank, but some of his other
writings will be engaged when applicable, and the writings of the people he interacts with will be
used to flesh out and corroborate Milbank's account. My conclusion is that Milbank has made an
important contribution to contemporary theology because he forcefully shows that Christian
theology can reassert itself as an intellectually respectable discipline capable of providing its own
understanding of reality and its own solutions to problems of contemporary life.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Beyond Secular Order John Milbank, 2014-01-28
Beyond Secular Order is the first of a two-volume work that expands upon renowned theologian John
Milbank’s innovative attempt to understand both theology and modern thought begun in his
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attempt to understand both theology and modern thought begun in Theology and Social Theory –
considered a classic work in the development of systematic theology Authored by one of the world’s
most influential and highly regarded contemporary theologians Draws on a sweep of ideas and
thinkers to argue that modern secularism is a form of Christian heresy that developed from the
Middle Ages and can only be overcome by a renewed account of Christendom Shows how this heresy
can be transformed into a richer blend of religion, modernity and politics Reveals how there is a
fundamental homology between modern ideas about ontology and knowledge and modern ideas
about political action, expressed in both theory and practice
  john milbank theology and social theory: Scientific Theology: Reality Alister E. McGrath,
2002-11-01 The second volume of an extended and systematic exploration of the relation between
Christian theology and the natural sciences, focussing on the examination and defense of theological
realism
  john milbank theology and social theory: Nietzsche and Theology David Deane,
2017-03-02 Theology has always viewed Nietzschean thought with a sideways glance, never quite
sure what to make of it. Where serious engagement has occurred it has tended to either reject such
thought outright or to accept it to such an extent that it loses its identity as Christian theology. This
book outlines a model for incorporating Nietzschean thought within the structures of a wholly
traditional Christological anthropology. What is perhaps even more significant is what shows up in
Christological anthropology under this Nietzschean light. Using Nietzschean concepts a whole new
lexicon is opened up for understanding and articulating traditional accounts of sin and fallenness,
accounts which modern theology has often lacked the categories to articulate. The book culminates
in a doctrine of reconciliation which is given urgency and coherence precisely through such
reinvigoration of traditional accounts using Nietzschean thought.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Ethnography as Christian Theology and Ethics
Aana Marie Vigen, Christian Scharen, 2024-10-31 How can qualitative research methods be a tool
for social change? Echoing the 'scandal of particularity' at the heart of the Christian tradition,
theologians and ethicists involved in ethnographic research draw on the particular to seek out
answers to core questions of their discipline. This new edition features a dynamic selection of
nuanced and provocative voices in this area of ethics and theology, showing how, in the past decade,
the kinds of qualitative methodologies employed have become more varied and sophisticated. The
leading and emerging scholars featured in this book have much to share how they approach this
kind of work, what they are learning in the process, and what sorts of change is possible as a result.
This volume also pays tribute to the life and work of a pathbreaker in qualitative methods for the
sake of theological imagination and social change, the Rev. Dr. Melissa D. Browning (1977-2021).
  john milbank theology and social theory: The Future of Love John Milbank, 2009-01-01
With a newly written preface relating his theology to the current global situation, The Future of Love
contains revised versions of eighteen of John Milbank's essays on theology, politics, religion, and
culture--ranging from the onset of neoliberalism to its current crisis, and from the British to the
global context. Many of the essays first appeared in obscure places and are thus not widely known.
Also included are Milbank's most important responses to critiques of his seminal work, Theology and
Social Theory. Taken together, the collection amounts to a political theology arrived at from diverse
angles. This work is essential reading for all concerned with the current situation of religion in the
era of globalization and with the future development of Radical Orthodoxy.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Kierkegaard's Theological Sociology Paul Tyson,
2019-03-29 Kierkegaard developed a distinctive type of sociology in the 1840s—a theological
sociology. Looking at society through the lens of analysis categories such as worship, sin, and faith,
Kierkegaard developed a profoundly insightful way of understanding how, for example, the modern
mass media works. He gets right inside the urban world of Golden Age Denmark, and its religion,
and analyses “the present age” of consumption, comfort, competition, distraction, and
image-construction with astonishing depth. To Kierkegaard worship centers all individuals and all
societies; hence his sociology is doxological. This book argues that we also live in the present age



Kierkegaard described, and our way of life can be understood much better through Kierkegaard’s
lens than through the methodologically materialist categories of classical sociology. As social theory
itself has moved beyond classical sociology, the social sciences are increasingly open to
post-methodologically-atheist approaches to understanding what it means to be human beings living
in social contexts. The time is right to recover the theological resources of Christian faith in
understanding the social world we live in. The time has come to pick up where Kierkegaard left off,
and to start working towards a prophetic doxological sociology for our times.
  john milbank theology and social theory: The Natural Law Foundations of Modern
Social Theory Daniel Chernilo, 2013-01-31 Daniel Chernilo offers an original reconstruction of the
history of universalism in modern social thought from Hobbes to Habermas.
  john milbank theology and social theory: The Metaphysics of Historical Jesus Research
Jonathan Rowlands, 2015-10-15 In this book Rowlands interrogates the theological and philosophical
foundations of the 'Quest' for the historical Jesus, from Reimarus to the present day, culminating in a
call for greater metaphysical transparency and diversity in the discipline. This multidisciplinary
approach to historical Jesus research, drawing on historiography, sociology, philosophy, and
theology, makes a significant and original contribution to the field. Part I outlines the implicit role of
metaphysical presuppositions in historical methodology by examining the concept of an
historiographical worldview. Part II provides an overview of the 'Quest' for the historical Jesus,
demonstrating that the disparate historiographical worldviews operative in the 'Quest' evidence a
particular shared characteristic, in that they might accurately be described as ‘secular.’ Rowlands’
study concludes with a call for a greater plurality and openness regarding the philosophical and
theological presuppositions at work in historical Jesus research. The Metaphysics of Historical Jesus
Research is of interest to students and scholars working on New Testament studies and historical
Jesus research.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Diversity in the Structure of Christian
Reasoning Joshua Broggi, 2015-06-24 Diversity in the Structure of Christian Reasoning examines
the effect of Christian commitments on rationality. When Christians read scripture, traditions supply
concepts that shape what counts as normal, good, and true. This book offers an account of how
different communities produce divergent readings of the Bible. It considers two examples from
World Christianity, first a Bakongo community in central Africa, and then a Tamil bishop in southern
India. Each case displays a relation between tradition and reason that reconfigures the
hermeneutical picture developed by Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer. To see what
transpires when readers decide about a correct interpretation, this book offers theologians and
scholars of religion a fresh strategy that keeps in view the global character of modern Christianity.
  john milbank theology and social theory: The T&T Clark Companion to Augustine and
Modern Theology C.C. Pecknold, Tarmo Toom, 2013-07-18 The T&T Clark Companion to Augustine
and Modern Theology is both a theological companion to the study of Augustine, and a resource for
thinking about Augustine's importance in modern theology. Each of the essays brings Augustinian
depth to a broad range of contemporary theological concerns. The volume unveils cutting-edge
Augustinian scholarship for a new generation and at the same time enables readers to see the timely
significance of Augustine for today. Each of the essays not only introduces readers to key themes in
the Augustinian corpus but also provides readers with fresh interpretations that are fully conversant
with the theological problems facing the church in our world today. Designed as both a guide for
students and a reference point for scholars, it will seek both to outline the frameworks of key
Augustinian debates while at all times pushing forward fresh interpretative strategies concerning his
thought.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Scientific Theology: Nature Alister E. McGrath,
2007-01-23 A Scientific Theology is a groundbreaking work of systematic theology in three volumes:
Nature, Reality and Theory. Now available as a three volume set.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Theology and the University Fáinche Ryan, Dirk
Ansorge, Josef Quitterer, 2024-04-01 Theology and the University presents a compelling argument



as to why theology still matters. It considers how theology has been marginalised in the academy
and in public life, arguing that doing so has serious repercussions for the integrity of the academic
study of religion. The chapters in this book demonstrate how theology, as the only discipline which
represents religion from within, provides insight into aspects of religion which are hidden from the
social sciences. Against a backdrop of heated debates on the role of the humanities in the university,
the book highlights the specific contribution of theological education and research to the work of a
university, providing essential information for academic and social/political decision-making. Whilst
the book has an emphasis on the Catholic tradition, it explores the prospect of fruitful
complementarity and interdisciplinarity both with secularised studies of religion, and other
disciplines in the university, such as literature, philosophy, and the social sciences. This book
provides orientation for decision-makers, particularly those concerned with the broader question of
humanities in the university; students in their choice of study; those interested in the wellbeing of
today’s universities; and ecclesial authorities seeking to form leaders capable of intelligent
responses to the issues of contemporary society. It is a must read for all researchers of theology, as
well as anyone interested in the role of the humanities more broadly.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Secular Theology Clayton Crockett, 2001 All-new
essays from some of America's most influential theological and religious thinkers open up new ways
of theological thinking and put American radical theology in context from Paul Tillich to the present.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Theology and the Crisis of Engagement Jeff
Nowers, Nestor Medina, 2013-10-11 What does theology have to do with sociology? Do the social
sciences in general provide helpful assistance to theologians? Does theology have anything to
contribute to social theory? This compendium of essays attempts to address such questions. In so
doing, it confronts assumptions about how academic disciplines are best articulated, whether within
their own airtight frames or in dialogue with one another. The essays in the first half of the book
accomplish this from historical and methodological perspectives, while the remaining essays present
case studies or constructive proposals for how theology might engage the social sciences in
productive ways. For those particularly interested in the ongoing development of theologies of
liberation, this book will be timely. The essays, reflecting a definite international flavor, are written
in honor of Lee Cormie, a long-standing advocate of what he calls the new voices in theology that
have irrupted in the wake of Vatican II. Cormie has spent over three decades teaching theologies of
liberation at the Toronto School of Theology on the campus of the University of Toronto. This book
continues the many conversations that his teaching has provoked.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Handbook of Contemporary European Social
Theory Gerard Delanty, 2006-09-27 This innovative publication maps out the broad and
interdisciplinary field of contemporary European social theory. It covers sociological theory, the
wider theoretical traditions in the social sciences including cultural and political theory,
anthropological theory, social philosophy and social thought in the broadest sense of the term. This
volume surveys the classical heritage, the major national traditions and the fate of social theory in a
post-national and post-disciplinary era. It also identifies what is distinctive about European social
theory in terms of themes and traditions. It is divided into five parts: disciplinary traditions, national
traditions, major schools, key themes and the reception of European social theory in American and
Asia. Thirty-five contributors from nineteen countries across Europe, Russia, the Americas and Asian
Pacific have been commissioned to utilize the most up-to-date research available to provide a
critical, international analysis of their area of expertise. Overall, this is an indispensable book for
students, teachers and researchers in sociology, cultural studies, politics, philosophy and human
geography and will set the tone for future research in the social sciences.
  john milbank theology and social theory: Rooted in Jesus Christ Daniel Izuzquiza,
2009-04-06 Offers a Christian proposal for radical social transformation. / Daniel Izuzquiza here
proposes a vibrant interdisciplinary theology from the unique perspective of the least of these the
poor and extends an invitation to mystical, political, and ecclesial engagement. / In Rooted in Jesus
Christ Izuzquiza analyzes the language of theology, the role of social sciences, the transformation of



culture, and the church s approach to politics. To that end he dialogues with some of the main
theological proposals of the late twentieth century, from Latin American liberation theology to
radical theology in the English-speaking world to European political theology. He also offers a more
systematic development of radical ecclesiology, analyzing the sources of the proposal as alternative
Christian practices. The result is a groundbreaking call to action and change for the entire church. /
In this groundbreaking book Daniel Izuzquiza offers a vibrant Christian proposal for radical social
transformation. His wide-ranging study explores the relationship between church and society by
dialoguing critically and constructively with major theological currents of our day. Izuzquiza s
interdisciplinary theology from the perspective of the poor is truly radical at once in a political,
ecclesial, and mystical sense. / We need a way forward beyond our well-worn and tired debates.
Daniel Izuzquiza offers just that. His splendid book engages and assesses postliberalism, radical
orthodoxy, Anabaptist witness, liberation theology, and the role of the Jesuits in Christianity in order
to show the need for a radical ecclesiology that is unapologetically Christocentric, socially attuned,
and ecumenically generous. For anyone not invested in the current structures of power in the
church, university, or nation-state, this book offers wisdom. For those of us so invested, this book
shows a viable alternative preserving the good and challenging the rest. We should all pay attention.
D. Stephen Long / author of Speaking of God: Theology, Language, and Truth / I am happy to
recommend Daniel Izuzquiza s Rooted in Jesus Christ: Toward a Radical Ecclesiology to serious
readers in the English-speaking world who may have dared to wonder if the traditional church of our
time is what Jesus really had in mind. And if not, what might a church rooted in the Christ of the
Incarnation look like? . . . Rather than superficially inspiring his readers, Izuzquiza brings us
face-to-face with what the body of Christ could be by responding more fully to the truly amazing
grace of God that has come to us in Jesus of Nazareth. Traditional Catholics and conservative
Protestants alike as well as revolutionaries and political activists for that matter will be confronted
and challenged here. . . . And, rather than concerning ourselves so exclusively with tactics and
strategies, Izuzquiza reminds us of the importance of simply being the church, radically rooted in
Jesus Christ. John Driver / author of Radical Faith: An Alternative History of the Christian Church
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