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Othello the New Cambridge Shakespeare: A Fresh Lens on a Classic Tragedy

othello the new cambridge shakespeare edition offers a revitalized
perspective on one of Shakespeare’s most compelling tragedies. This modern
scholarly work combines rigorous academic insight with accessibility, making
it an indispensable resource for students, teachers, and enthusiasts eager to
delve deeper into the play’s intricate themes, language, and historical
context. Whether you are encountering Othello for the first time or
revisiting it with fresh eyes, the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition provides
tools and commentary that enrich your understanding in meaningful ways.

Understanding Othello through the New Cambridge
Shakespeare Edition

Othello is a tragedy that explores themes of jealousy, race, betrayal, and
the complexities of human nature. The New Cambridge Shakespeare edition
doesn’t just present the text; it invites readers to engage critically with
its nuances. By offering a carefully edited version of the play, along with
detailed footnotes and scholarly introductions, this edition bridges the gap
between Elizabethan language and contemporary readers.

What Makes the New Cambridge Shakespeare Edition
Stand Out?

Unlike older versions that sometimes overwhelm readers with archaic spellings
or confusing annotations, the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition strikes a
balance. It keeps Shakespeare’s poetic richness intact while providing clear
explanations of difficult words, cultural references, and historical
allusions. Additionally, it often includes:

Contextual essays that situate Othello within Shakespeare’s body of work
and the socio-political climate of the early 17th century.

Explorations of key themes such as racial tension and manipulation,
which remain strikingly relevant today.

Comparative analyses of different versions of the play, highlighting
textual variations and editorial decisions.

These features make the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition a powerful tool for



anyone seeking to appreciate Othello beyond the surface drama.

Insights into Othello’s Themes from the New
Cambridge Shakespeare

The strength of the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition lies in its analytical
depth. The editors provide commentary that helps readers unpack complex
themes, revealing Shakespeare’s brilliance in portraying human psychology and
societal issues.

Jealousy and Manipulation Explored

One of the most compelling aspects of Othello is its exploration of jealousy
— a destructive force that drives the tragedy. The New Cambridge Shakespeare
edition examines how Iago’s cunning manipulation plays on Othello’s
insecurities, setting off a chain reaction of mistrust. Readers gain insight
into how jealousy is not just a personal failing but intertwined with issues
of identity and power. The commentary encourages readers to consider:

How jealousy can distort perception and reason.

The role of language and rhetoric in manipulation, especially Iago’s use
of insinuation and half-truths.

The tragic consequences of miscommunication and suspicion.

By framing jealousy within these broader contexts, the edition enriches the
reader’s appreciation of Shakespeare’s psychological acuity.

Race and Otherness in Othello

Othello’s identity as a Moor in a predominantly white Venetian society is
central to the play’s tension. The New Cambridge Shakespeare edition
thoughtfully addresses questions of race and otherness, topics that resonate
strongly in today’s conversations about diversity and inclusion. The editors
provide historical context about attitudes toward race in Shakespeare’s
England and discuss how these attitudes influence character interactions and
audience perceptions.

This edition invites readers to reflect on:



How Othello’s race affects his relationships and self-perception.

The ways in which prejudice and stereotyping contribute to the play’s
tragic trajectory.

Modern interpretations and performances that challenge or reinforce
racial dynamics.

Such insights help modern readers grapple with the play’s ongoing relevance
and the challenges of interpreting Shakespeare’s work in a contemporary
world.

Using the New Cambridge Shakespeare Edition in
Study and Performance

Whether you are preparing for exams, writing an essay, or directing a stage
production, the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition of Othello is designed to
support your goals.

Study Tips for Students

For students, this edition is a goldmine of information that can improve both
comprehension and critical thinking. Here are a few strategies to make the
most of it:

Read the introduction carefully: It sets the stage by providing1.
background on the play’s sources, Shakespeare’s intentions, and the
historical moment.

Use footnotes actively: Don’t just skim over archaic words or2.
references; the notes clarify meanings and add cultural context.

Engage with the supplementary essays: They offer diverse perspectives,3.
which can inspire essay ideas or deepen discussions.

Compare textual variants: Understanding why editors choose one version4.
over another can reveal much about interpretation and performance.

For Actors and Directors



The New Cambridge Shakespeare edition is equally valuable for theatre
practitioners. Its detailed stage directions and character analyses assist in
creating nuanced performances. Directors can use the commentary to explore
character motivations and relationships, while actors can benefit from the
linguistic notes that illuminate Shakespeare’s phrasing and rhythm.

Exploring the Textual Integrity and Editorial
Approach

One of the remarkable features of the New Cambridge Shakespeare series is its
commitment to textual accuracy and scholarly rigor. The edition of Othello is
no exception. Rather than presenting a single definitive text, it offers
critical apparatus that shows the evolution of the play’s text through
historical quartos and folios.

Textual Variants and Their Importance

Shakespeare’s plays were originally published in various versions, sometimes
with discrepancies. The New Cambridge Shakespeare edition highlights these
differences and discusses their implications. For example, certain lines may
appear in one version but not another, or wording might change subtly,
affecting tone or meaning.

Understanding these textual variants can:

Reveal how interpretations of Othello have shifted over time.

Help readers and performers make informed choices about which text to
use.

Demonstrate the challenges of preserving Shakespeare’s original intent.

This editorial transparency is especially beneficial for academic studies and
serious theatrical endeavors.

Why Choose the New Cambridge Shakespeare
Edition of Othello?

There are numerous editions of Othello on the market, but the New Cambridge
Shakespeare stands out for its blend of accessibility and scholarship. It
respects Shakespeare’s language while providing modern readers with the tools



they need to understand and appreciate the play fully.

If you are interested in:

A reliable, annotated text that clarifies Shakespeare’s language and
references

Contextual essays that deepen your understanding of the play’s
historical and cultural background

Insightful commentary on the play’s major themes, character motivations,
and dramatic structure

Scholarly notes on textual history and editorial choices

then this edition is an excellent choice. It caters to a wide audience—from
high school students encountering Othello for the first time, to university
scholars conducting in-depth research, and theatre professionals bringing the
tragedy to life on stage.

Reading Othello through the lens of the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition
transforms the experience from mere reading into an immersive exploration of
one of Shakespeare’s most powerful works.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare'
edition?
'Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare' is a scholarly edition of
Shakespeare's play Othello, published by Cambridge University Press. It
provides a reliable text along with critical notes, introductions, and
commentary to support study and analysis.

Who edited 'Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare'?
The edition of 'Othello' in The New Cambridge Shakespeare series is edited by
Jonathan Bate, a renowned Shakespeare scholar, who provides detailed
annotations and contextual information.

What features distinguish 'Othello: The New
Cambridge Shakespeare' from other editions?
This edition includes a thoroughly vetted text, extensive footnotes,
historical and cultural context, performance history, and critical essays,



making it ideal for academic study and deeper understanding of the play.

Is 'Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare' suitable
for students?
Yes, the edition is specifically designed for students and scholars, offering
clear explanations, glossaries, and detailed commentary to help with
comprehension and analysis.

Does 'Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare'
include the original Elizabethan language?
Yes, the text preserves Shakespeare's original Elizabethan English, with
annotations to clarify archaic terms and phrases.

How does 'Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare'
handle textual variants?
The edition examines different textual variants from the First Folio and
Quartos, providing critical notes that explain editorial choices and the
significance of variations.

Can 'Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare' be used
for performance preparation?
Absolutely, the edition’s detailed notes on character motivations, themes,
and staging suggestions make it a valuable resource for actors and directors
preparing a production of Othello.

Where can I purchase or access 'Othello: The New
Cambridge Shakespeare'?
The edition is available for purchase through major booksellers like Amazon,
Cambridge University Press, and can also be accessed in many university
libraries or through academic digital platforms.

Additional Resources
**Othello: The New Cambridge Shakespeare – A Definitive Edition for Modern
Readers**

othello the new cambridge shakespeare edition marks a significant milestone
in the ongoing tradition of presenting Shakespeare’s works with scholarly
precision and accessibility. As part of the prestigious New Cambridge
Shakespeare series, this edition reinvigorates one of Shakespeare’s most
compelling tragedies, offering readers, students, and academics a fresh lens



through which to engage with the text. This article delves into the unique
features, editorial approach, and critical reception of this edition,
situating it within the broader context of Shakespearean scholarship and
contemporary literary studies.

Understanding the New Cambridge Shakespeare
Series

The New Cambridge Shakespeare series has long been recognized for its
commitment to producing authoritative, well-annotated editions of
Shakespeare’s plays. Unlike earlier editions that could be either overly
dense or scant in commentary, the New Cambridge Shakespeare aims to strike a
balance: providing rigorous textual scholarship while remaining accessible to
a wide range of readers. This series is particularly valued in academic
settings for its reliable texts and insightful introductions.

The latest edition of Othello continues this tradition, integrating advances
in Shakespearean research and modern editorial standards. It is designed not
only for university students encountering the play for the first time but
also for seasoned scholars seeking comprehensive insights into the text’s
nuances.

Editorial Approach and Textual Integrity

One of the defining characteristics of othello the new cambridge shakespeare
is its painstaking attention to textual fidelity. The editors have employed
the most current critical methodologies to establish a text that closely
reflects Shakespeare’s original intentions, drawing from early quartos and
the First Folio.

Textual Variants and Annotations

The edition distinguishes itself by carefully presenting textual variants,
with footnotes that explain significant differences between the quarto and
folio versions. This comparative approach aids readers in understanding how
the play evolved and how editorial decisions influence interpretation. The
annotations go beyond simple definitions, encompassing cultural, historical,
and linguistic contexts that illuminate the play’s themes of jealousy, race,
and betrayal.

Modernized Language vs. Original Text



While some editions opt for heavily modernized language to appeal to
contemporary readers, the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition of Othello
retains Shakespeare’s original Early Modern English. This choice respects the
poetic and dramatic integrity of the play while providing glossaries and
explanations to assist comprehension. This approach is particularly
appreciated in academic environments where fidelity to the original text is
paramount.

Features That Set This Edition Apart

Several notable features contribute to the edition’s appeal and utility:

Comprehensive Introduction: The introduction contextualizes Othello
within Shakespeare’s oeuvre, Elizabethan and Jacobean society, and the
play’s ongoing critical interpretations.

Critical Perspectives: Essays and commentary reflect a range of
scholarly views, from feminist readings to postcolonial critiques,
highlighting the play’s multifaceted nature.

Performance History: A detailed overview of the play’s stage history
enriches understanding of how interpretations have shifted over
centuries.

Glossary of Terms: Specialized vocabulary and idiomatic expressions are
clearly defined, aiding readers unfamiliar with Shakespeare’s language.

Visual Aids: Illustrations and facsimiles of original texts enhance the
tactile experience of the play’s history.

Comparisons with Other Major Editions

When juxtaposed with other acclaimed editions such as the Arden or Oxford
Shakespeare series, the New Cambridge Shakespeare version of Othello tends
toward a more balanced presentation. Arden editions often provide extensive
critical essays but can be dense for casual readers, while Oxford’s focus on
textual variants is sometimes less comprehensive in commentary. The New
Cambridge edition occupies a middle ground, offering robust scholarly content
without sacrificing readability.



Impact on Shakespeare Studies and Pedagogy

The release of othello the new cambridge shakespeare has been met with
enthusiasm in academic circles, particularly for its potential to enhance
classroom discussions. The edition’s clarity and depth enable students to
grapple with complex themes such as racial otherness, manipulation, and
tragedy with greater nuance.

Educators appreciate the edition’s balance of scholarly rigor and
accessibility, which fosters critical thinking without overwhelming novice
readers. The inclusion of varied critical perspectives encourages students to
engage with multiple interpretative frameworks, enriching their understanding
of the play’s enduring relevance.

Addressing Contemporary Issues Through a Historic
Text

One of the strengths of this edition lies in its capacity to connect
Shakespeare’s 17th-century drama to 21st-century dialogues about race,
identity, and power dynamics. The editorial commentary explicitly addresses
the problematic aspects of the portrayal of Othello’s character as a Moor,
opening avenues for postcolonial and race studies analysis.

This approach aligns with modern pedagogical trends that emphasize the
intersection of literature and social justice, making the play a dynamic
resource for exploring historical and contemporary societal issues.

Practical Considerations: Who Should Choose
This Edition?

For those seeking a dependable and comprehensive version of Othello, the New
Cambridge Shakespeare edition offers a compelling choice. It is particularly
suited for:

University Students: Ideal for coursework and research, thanks to its1.
thorough annotations and scholarly apparatus.

Drama Practitioners: Actors and directors benefit from the performance2.
history and textual notes that inform staging decisions.

Academic Researchers: The edition provides a solid foundation for3.
advanced critical analysis and comparative studies.

Enthusiastic Readers: Those interested in a deeper understanding of4.



Shakespeare’s language and themes will find the edition enriching.

However, casual readers seeking a simplified version might find the detailed
scholarly annotations somewhat dense. In such cases, editions with modernized
text and lighter commentary might be preferable.

Pros and Cons at a Glance

Pros: Authoritative text, rich annotations, diverse critical
perspectives, excellent for academic use.

Cons: Can be challenging for readers unfamiliar with Early Modern
English; dense scholarly content may overwhelm casual readers.

Final Reflections on the Edition’s Contribution

The New Cambridge Shakespeare’s edition of Othello exemplifies the ongoing
evolution of Shakespeare scholarship. By combining meticulous textual
research with contemporary critical insights, it ensures that this classic
tragedy remains not only accessible but also intellectually stimulating for a
new generation.

In an era where Shakespeare’s works continue to inspire adaptation and
debate, this edition stands as a testament to the enduring power of
meticulous editorial craft. It invites readers to revisit Othello with fresh
eyes, appreciating both the beauty of Shakespeare’s language and the
complexity of his characters within a modern critical framework.

Othello The New Cambridge Shakespeare
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  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Othello William Shakespeare, 2018-04-05 This third
edition of Othello offers a completely new introduction by Christina Luckyj, providing readers with a
nuanced understanding of early modern theatre and culture, and demonstrating how careful
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attention to Shakespeare's language, staging and dramaturgy can open up fresh interpretations of
the play. Tracing critical and performance trends up to the present day, Luckyj shows how the
drama taps into contemporary cultural paradoxes surrounding blackness, marriage, and politics to
create a powerful double perspective, illuminating the creative and destructive power of stories and
of human love itself. Supplemented by an updated reading list and extensive illustrations, this
edition also features revised commentary notes, offering the very best in contemporary criticism of
this great tragedy.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Othello Philip Kolin, 2013-01-11 Including
twenty-one groundbreaking chapters that examine one of Shakespeare's most complex tragedies.
Othello:Critical Essays explores issues of friendship and fealty, love and betrayal, race and gender
issues, and much more.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Othello Philip C. Kolin, 2013-10-28 First published
in 2006. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: William Shakespeare's Othello Harold Bloom,
Sterling Professor of Humanities Harold Bloom, 2010 A collection of critical essays on the
Shakespeare play, Othello, arranged in chronological order of publication.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespearean Sensations Katharine A. Craik,
Tanya Pollard, 2013-02-07 This strong and timely collection provides fresh insights into how
Shakespeare's plays and poems were understood to affect bodies, minds and emotions.
Contemporary criticism has had surprisingly little to say about the early modern period's investment
in imagining literature's impact on feeling. Shakespearean Sensations brings together scholarship
from a range of well-known and new voices to address this fundamental gap. The book includes a
comprehensive introduction by Katharine A. Craik and Tanya Pollard and comprises three sections
focusing on sensations aroused in the plays; sensations evoked in the playhouse; and sensations
found in the imaginative space of the poems. With dedicated essays on Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello
and Twelfth Night, the collection explores how seriously early modern writers took their relationship
with their audiences and reveals new connections between early modern literary texts and the
emotional and physiological experiences of theatregoers.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespeare in the Changing Curriculum Lesley
Aers, Nigel Wheale, 2023-02-24 First published in 1991, Shakespeare in the Changing Curriculum
provides a context for debates about the place of Shakespeare within the English curriculum in the
1990s, and examines the possibilities in teaching Shakespeare afforded by the application of
contemporary critical approaches, such as communication, cultural and gender studies, in the
classroom and seminar room. The collection will be of particular to interest to sixth-form students,
secondary school teachers, teacher trainers and students and lecturers in further and higher
education.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: How Shakespeare Became Colonial Leah S.
Marcus, 2017-03-27 In this fascinating book, Marcus argues that the colonial context in which
Shakespeare was edited and disseminated during the heyday of British empire has left a mark on
Shakespeare’s texts to the present day. Marcus traces important ways in which the colonial
enterprise of setting forth the best possible Shakespeare for world consumption has continued to be
visible in the recent treatment of Shakespeare’s texts today, despite our belief that we are global or
post-colonial in approach.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Celtic Shakespeare Rory Loughnane, 2016-04-08
Drawing together some of the leading academics in the field of Shakespeare studies, this volume
examines the commonalities and differences in addressing a notionally 'Celtic' Shakespeare. Celtic
contexts have been established for many of Shakespeare's plays, and there has been interest too in
the ways in which Irish, Scottish and Welsh critics, editors and translators have reimagined
Shakespeare, claiming, connecting with and correcting him. This collection fills a major gap in
literary criticism by bringing together the best scholarship on the individual nations of Ireland,
Scotland and Wales in a way that emphasizes cultural crossovers and crucibles of conflict. The



volume is divided into three chronologically ordered sections: Tudor Reflections, Stuart Revisions
and Celtic Afterlives. This division of essays directs attention to Shakespeare's transformed
treatment of national identity in plays written respectively in the reigns of Elizabeth and James, but
also takes account of later regional receptions and the cultural impact of the playwright's dramatic
works. The first two sections contain fresh readings of a number of the individual plays, and pay
particular attention to the ways in which Shakespeare attends to contemporary understandings of
national identity in the light of recent history. Juxtaposing this material with subsequent critical
receptions of Shakespeare's works, from Milton to Shaw, this volume addresses a significant critical
lacuna in Shakespearean criticism. Rather than reading these plays from a solitary national
perspective, the essays in this volume cohere in a wide-ranging treatment of Shakespeare's direct
and oblique references to the archipelago, and the problematic issue of national identity.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays Naseeb
Shaheen, 2011-09-16 The hundreds of biblical references in Shakespeare's plays give ample
evidence that he was well acquainted with Scripture. Not only is the range of his biblical references
impressive, but also the aptness with which he makes them. Hamlet and Othello each have more
than fifty biblical references. No study of Shakespeare's plays is complete that ignores
Shakespeare's use of scripture. The Bibles that Shakespeare knew, however, were not those that are
in use today. By the time the King James Bible appeared in 1611, Shakespeare's career was all but
over, and the Anglican liturgy that is evident in his plays is likewise one that few persons are
acquainted with. This volume provides a comprehensive survey of the English Bibles of
Shakespeare's day, notes their similarities and differences, and indicates which version the
playwright knew best. The thorny question of what constitutes a valid biblical reference is also
discussed. This study of Shakespeare's biblical references is not based on secondary sources. The
author owned one of the world's largest collections of early English bibles, including over one
hundred copies of the Geneva bible and numerous editions of other Bibles, prayer books, and books
of homilies of Shakespeare's day. To be of real worth, a study of Shakespeare's biblical references
should also enable the reader to determine which references Shakespeare borrowed from his plot
sources and which he added from his own memory as part of his design for the play. The author
studies every source that Shakespeare is known to have read or consulted before writing each play
and has examined the biblical references in those sources. Shaheen then points out which biblical
references in his literary sources Shakespeare accepted, and how he adapted them in his plays. This
information is especially valuable when assessing the theological meanings that are sometimes
imposed on his plays, meanings that often go beyond what Shakespeare intended or what his
audience must have understood. Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays is considerably broader
in scope than any other study of its kind and provides the scholarly checks and balances in dealing
with the subject that previous studies lacked.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespeare, Text and Theater Jay L. Halio, Lois
Potter, Arthur F. Kinney, 1999 Jay L. Halio is internationally distinguished as an editor of
Shakespeare's plays and as a critic of Shakespeare in performance. This collection, with an
international list of contributors, honors both those interests and explores their
interconnectedness.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Questioning Bodies in Shakespeare's Rome Maria
Del Sapio Garbero, 2010 Ancient Rome has always been considered a compendium of City and
World. In the Renaissance, an era of epistemic fractures, when the clash between the 'new science'
(Copernicus, Galileo, Vesalius, Bacon, etcetera) and the authority of ancient texts produced the very
notion of modernity, the extended and expanding geography of ancient Rome becomes, for
Shakespeare and the Elizabethans, a privileged arena in which to question the nature of bodies and
the place they hold in a changing order of the universe. Drawing on the rich scenario provided by
Shakespeare's Rome, and adopting an interdisciplinary perspective, the authors of this volume
address the way in which the different bodies of the earthly and heavenly spheres are re-mapped in



Shakespeare's time and in early modern European culture. More precisely, they investigate the way
bodies are fashioned to suit or deconstruct a culturally articulated system of analogies between
earth and heaven, microcosm and macrocosm. As a whole, this collection brings to the fore a wide
range of issues connected to the Renaissance re-mapping of the world and the human. It should
interest not only Shakespeare scholars but all those working on the interaction between sciences
and humanities.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespeare's Literary Authorship Patrick Cheney,
2008-06-26 This book considers Shakespeare as a literary figure, analysing his full professional
career, both poetry and plays.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Studio Shakespeare Alycia Smith-Howard,
2017-03-02 An extensive history of The Royal Shakespeare Company's studio theatre, Studio
Shakespeare: The Royal Shakespeare Company at The Other Place also includes a biography of its
founder and first artistic director, Mary Ann 'Buzz' Goodbody (1947-75). Alycia Smith-Howard
reveals how, as a socialist, feminist, and the RSC's first female director, Goodbody sought to
invigorate classical theatre and its approach to producing the works of Shakespeare. The Other
Place, which opened its doors in 1973, was her greatest achievement, and was, in the words of Ron
Daniels of the American Repertory Theatre, 'a training ground for an entire generation of
Shakespeare actors and directors'. The volume examines Shakespeare productions at The Other
Place from 1973 to its closure in 1989. The author's sources include Goodbody's 'Mission Statement'
for the studio theatre as well as other previously unavailable materials such as Goodbody's private
papers, journal entries, director's notes and correspondence. In addition, it contains interviews and
commentary from such theatrical luminaries as Judi Dench, Ian McKellen, Ben Kingsley, Cicely
Berry, Trevor Nunn, Peter Hall, Patrick Stewart, and many others. Smith-Howard's narrative
discusses productions of twelve plays at The Other Place, among them King Lear (1974), Hamlet
(1975), The Merchant of Venice (1978), Antony and Cleopatra (1982), King John (1988) and Othello
(1989). The cast lists of productions at The Other Place are included in an appendix. Smith-Howard's
study captures the spirit and ethos of an important and radical exercise in theatre which influenced
the mainstream work of The Royal Shakespeare Company. It is a lucid, compelling and valuable
contribution not only to Shakespeare studies but also to theatre history. This book, as directors once
said, 'has legs'.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: The Mysterious and the Foreign in Early Modern
England Helen Ostovich, Mary V. Silcox, Graham Roebuck, 2008 The essays collected in this volume
explore many of the most interesting, and some of the more surprising, reactions of English people
in the early modern period to their encounters with the mysterious and the foreign. In this period
the small and peripheral nation of English speakers first explored the distant world from the Arctic,
to the tropics of the Americas, to the exotic East, and snowy wastes of Russia, recording its
impressions and adventures in an equally wide variety of literary genres. Nearer home, fresh
encounters with the mysterious world of the Ottoman Empire and the lure of the Holy Land, and, of
course, with the evocative wonders of Italy, provide equally rich accounts for the consumption of a
reading and theatergoing public. This growing public proved to be, in some cases, naive and gullible,
in others urbanely sophisticated in its reactions to otherness, or frankly incredulous of travelers'
tales.--BOOK JACKET.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespeare and the Classical Tradition John
Lewis Walker, 2002 First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: A Companion to Shakespeare's Works, Volume I
Richard Dutton, Jean E. Howard, 2008-04-15 This four-volume Companion to Shakespeare's Works,
compiled as a single entity, offers a uniquely comprehensive snapshot of current Shakespeare
criticism. Brings together new essays from a mixture of younger and more established scholars from
around the world - Australia, Canada, France, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United
States. Examines each of Shakespeare’s plays and major poems, using all the resources of



contemporary criticism, from performance studies to feminist, historicist, and textual analysis.
Volumes are organized in relation to generic categories: namely the histories, the tragedies, the
romantic comedies, and the late plays, problem plays and poems. Each volume contains individual
essays on all texts in the relevant category, as well as more general essays looking at critical issues
and approaches more widely relevant to the genre. Offers a provocative roadmap to Shakespeare
studies at the dawning of the twenty-first century. This companion to Shakespeare’s tragedies
contains original essays on every tragedy from Titus Andronicus to Coriolanus as well as thirteen
additional essays on such topics as Shakespeare’s Roman tragedies, Shakespeare’s tragedies on
film, Shakespeare’s tragedies of love, Hamlet in performance, and tragic emotion in Shakespeare.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespeare's Domestic Economies Natasha Korda,
2012-03-07 Shakespeare's Domestic Economies explores representations of female subjectivity in
Shakespearean drama from a refreshingly new perspective, situating The Taming of the Shrew, The
Merry Wives of Windsor, Othello, and Measure for Measure in relation to early modern England's
nascent consumer culture and competing conceptions of property. Drawing evidence from legal
documents, economic treatises, domestic manuals, marriage sermons, household inventories, and
wills to explore the realities and dramatic representations of women's domestic roles, Natasha Korda
departs from traditional accounts of the commodification of women, which maintain that throughout
history women have been trafficked as passive objects of exchange between men. In the early
modern period, Korda demonstrates, as newly available market goods began to infiltrate households
at every level of society, women emerged as never before as the keepers of household properties.
With the rise of consumer culture, she contends, the housewife's managerial function assumed a
new form, becoming increasingly centered around caring for the objects of everyday life—objects
she was charged with keeping as if they were her own, in spite of the legal strictures governing
women's property rights. Korda deftly shows how their positions in a complex and changing social
formation allowed women to exert considerable control within the household domain, and in some
areas to thwart the rule of fathers and husbands.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespeare and the Problem of Adaptation
Margaret Jane Kidnie, 2009 'Kidnie's study presents original, sophisticated, and profoundly
intelligent answers to important questions.' - Lukas Erne, University of Geneva 'This is a fine and
productive book, one that will surely draw significant attention and commentary well beyond the
precincts of Shakespeare studies.' - W.B. Worthen, Columbia University Shakespeare's plays
continue to be circulated on a massive scale in a variety of guises - as editions, performances, and
adaptations - and it is by means of such mediation that we come to know his drama. Shakespeare
and the Problem of Adaptation addresses fundamental questions about this process of mediation,
making use of the fraught category of adaptation to explore how we currently understand the
Shakespearean work. To adapt implies there exists something to alter, but what constitutes the
category of the 'play', and how does it relate to adaptation? How do 'play' and 'adaptation' relate to
drama's twin media, text and performance? What impact might answers to these questions have on
current editorial, performance, and adaptation studies? Margaret Jane Kidnie argues that 'play' and
'adaptation' are provisional categories - mutually dependent processes that evolve over time in
accordance with the needs of users. This theoretical argument about the identity of works and the
nature of text and performance is pursued in relation to diverse examples, including theatrical
productions by the Royal Shakespeare Company, the BBC's ShakespeaRe-Told, the Reduced
Shakespeare Company, and recent print editions of the complete works. These new readings build
up a persuasive picture of the cultural and intellectual processes that determine how the
authentically Shakespearean is distinguished from the fraudulent and adaptive. Adaptation thus
emerges as the conceptually necessary but culturally problematic category that results from partial
or occasional failures to recognize a shifting work in its textual-theatrical instance.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: Shakespeare Against War Robert White,
2024-05-31 Whilst Shakespearean drama provides eloquent calls to war, more often than not these
are undercut or outweighed by compelling appeals to peaceful alternatives conveyed through



narrative structure, dramatic context and poetic utterance. Placing Shakespeare's works in the
history of pacifist thought, Robert White argues that Shakespeare's plays consistently challenge
appeals to heroism and revenge and reveal the brutal futility of war. White also examines
Shakespeare's interest in the mental states of military officers when their ingrained training is
tested in love relationships. In imagery and themes, war infiltrates love, with problematical
consequences, reflected in Shakespeare's comedies, histories and tragedies alike. Challenging a
critical orthodoxy that military engagement in war is an inevitable and necessary condition, White
draws analogies with the experience of modern warfare, showing the continuing relevance of
Shakespeare's plays which deal with basic issues of war and peace that are still evident.
  othello the new cambridge shakespeare: The Practical Shakespeare Colin Butler, 2005 A
comprehensive treatment of Shakespeare's plays in clear prose, The Practical Shakespeare: The
Plays in Practice and on the Page illuminates for a general audience how and why the plays work so
well.Noting in detail the practical and physical limitations the Bard faced as he worked out the
logistics of his plays, Colin Butler demonstrates how Shakespeare incorporated and exploited those
limitations to his advantage: his management of entrances and exits; his characterization technique;
his handling of scenes off stage; his control of audience responses; his organization of major scenes;
and his use of prologues and choruses. A different aspect of the plays is covered in each chapter'and
all chapters are free-standing, for separate consultation. For easy access, chapters also are
subdivided, and each part has its own heading. Butler draws most of his examples from mainstream
plays, such as Macbeth, Othello, and Much Ado About Nothing. He brings special focus to A
Midsummer Night's Dream, which is treated as one of Shakespeare's most important plays. Butler
supports his major points with quotations, so readers can understand an issue even if they are
unfamiliar with the particular play being discussed. The author also cross-references dramatic
devices among plays, increasing enjoyment and understanding of Shakespeare's achievements.
Clear, jargon-free, easy-to-use, and comprehensive, The Practical Shakespeare looks to the elements
of stagecraft and playwriting as a conduit for students, teachers, and general audiences to engage
with, understand, and appreciate the genius of Shakespeare. Colin Butler, previously the head of an
English department at a British grammar school, lives in Canterbury, England, where he writes on
literary subjects.
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