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The Florida Keys The Wreckers John Viele: Exploring a Fascinating Chapter of
Maritime History

the florida keys the wreckers john viele represents a captivating
intersection of history, adventure, and local lore that has intrigued
historians, divers, and travelers alike. The Florida Keys, with their
turquoise waters and coral reefs, have long been a hotspot for shipwrecks and
maritime rescue operations. Among the many figures who chronicled or
participated in this unique seafaring culture, John Viele stands out for his
detailed accounts and insights into the lives of the wreckers—those daring
men who salvaged goods from shipwrecks in the treacherous waters of the Keys.
This article dives deep into the story of the Florida Keys wreckers as seen
through the lens of John Viele’s work, revealing the rich historical tapestry
and the enduring legacy of these maritime salvagers.

The History of Wrecking in the Florida Keys

The Florida Keys are a chain of islands stretching from the southern tip of
Florida toward the Gulf of Mexico. Their surrounding reefs and shoals have
been notorious for causing shipwrecks dating back centuries. This dangerous
geography gave rise to a unique profession known as “wrecking,” where
salvagers, called wreckers, would rescue cargo and sometimes passengers from
stranded or sunken vessels.

Who Were the Wreckers?

Wreckers were more than mere salvagers; they were skilled seamen who
understood the local waters intimately. They used small boats and diving
equipment to retrieve valuable items from shipwrecks, often competing
fiercely with other wreckers. Their work was vital in an era before modern
navigation and weather forecasting, when shipwrecks were common and often
deadly.

The Economic Impact of Wrecking

Wrecking wasn’t just a risky occupation—it was a crucial part of the local
economy in the Keys. Salvaged goods ranged from spices, textiles, and
machinery to precious metals. Some wreckers became wealthy and influential
figures in their communities. The industry also played a role in the
development of early maritime laws and salvage rights, which shaped legal
frameworks still in use today.

John Viele and His Contribution to Wrecking



History

John Viele is a significant figure in preserving and interpreting the history
of wrecking in the Florida Keys. Often regarded as both a historian and
participant, Viele’s writings provide a vivid, firsthand glimpse into the
wreckers’ world.

John Viele’s Background and Interest in Wrecking

Viele’s fascination with the Florida Keys and their maritime history began
early in his life. He spent considerable time exploring shipwreck sites and
interviewing descendants of wreckers, gathering oral histories that might
otherwise have been lost. His approach combined rigorous research with
storytelling, making the history accessible and engaging.

Key Works of John Viele

Viele authored several books and articles detailing the wrecking era,
emphasizing the human stories behind the salvage operations. His works cover
topics such as:

The techniques and tools used by wreckers

The social dynamics within wrecker communities

The challenges posed by the environment and law enforcement

Famous shipwrecks and the treasures they contained

Through these writings, Viele helped cement the Florida Keys wreckers as an
integral part of American maritime heritage.

Exploring the Florida Keys Wreck Sites Today

For modern visitors, the legacy of the wreckers lives on beneath the waves.
The Florida Keys are a premier destination for scuba diving and snorkeling,
offering access to numerous well-preserved wreck sites.

Popular Wreck Sites in the Florida Keys

Among the many wrecks, a few stand out both historically and for recreational
diving:

The Spiegel Grove: A deliberately sunk navy ship that now serves as an
artificial reef.



The USCG Duane: A Coast Guard cutter resting on the ocean floor, rich
with marine life.

The City of Washington: A 19th-century steamship wreck with a storied
history.

These sites offer a tangible connection to the era that John Viele
chronicled, allowing divers to experience firsthand the environment in which
wreckers operated.

Tips for Diving and Exploring Wrecks

If you’re planning to explore the Keys’ wrecks, keep in mind:

Get certified: Many wrecks require advanced diving certification due to1.
depth and complexity.

Hire local guides: Experienced guides can enhance safety and provide2.
historical context.

Respect the environment: Avoid disturbing marine life or removing3.
artifacts from wreck sites.

These tips help preserve both the cultural and natural heritage of the
Florida Keys.

The Cultural Legacy of Wreckers in the Florida
Keys

Beyond salvage and economics, wreckers contributed significantly to the
culture and folklore of the Florida Keys.

Stories and Legends

Tales of daring rescues, hidden treasures, and rivalries abound, many passed
down through generations. John Viele’s documentation captured these
narratives, preserving them for future generations and enriching the cultural
fabric of the region.

Influence on Local Communities

The wreckers’ influence extended into politics, architecture, and local
traditions. Many Keys towns have museums and festivals celebrating this
heritage, inviting visitors to engage with the past in a lively and immersive
manner.



Why the Florida Keys Wreckers John Viele
Matters Today

Understanding the story of the Florida Keys wreckers through John Viele’s
work isn’t just about looking back—it provides valuable lessons on human
resilience, adaptation, and the complex relationship between people and the
sea.

His comprehensive approach blends historical facts with personal accounts,
creating a nuanced picture that resonates with historians, environmentalists,
and adventure enthusiasts alike. Whether you’re a history buff, a diver, or a
curious traveler, diving into the world of the Florida Keys wreckers as told
by John Viele opens a window into a remarkable chapter of maritime history
that continues to shape the region’s identity.

Exploring this legacy encourages us to appreciate the delicate balance
between human enterprise and nature, inspiring stewardship of these
remarkable waters and the stories they hold.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John Viele in relation to The Florida Keys
Wreckers?

John Viele is an author and historian known for his works on maritime
history, including detailed accounts of The Florida Keys Wreckers.

What were The Florida Keys Wreckers?

The Florida Keys Wreckers were salvagers and rescuers who specialized in
retrieving goods from shipwrecks along the treacherous Florida Keys reefs
during the 18th and 19th centuries.

How did John Viele contribute to the history of The
Florida Keys Wreckers?

John Viele provided extensive research and publications that document the
lives, activities, and significance of The Florida Keys Wreckers, helping
preserve their maritime heritage.

Why are The Florida Keys known for shipwrecks and
wreckers?

The Florida Keys have shallow reefs and unpredictable weather, making them a
dangerous area for ships. This led to numerous shipwrecks, which attracted
wreckers who salvaged valuable goods.

What time period did The Florida Keys Wreckers
operate in?

The Florida Keys Wreckers were most active from the late 1700s through the



1800s, especially before modern navigation and lighthouse systems reduced
shipwreck incidents.

Are there any museums or tours related to The Florida
Keys Wreckers?

Yes, several museums and tours in The Florida Keys focus on maritime history,
including the wrecking industry, showcasing artifacts and stories about The
Florida Keys Wreckers.

Where can I find John Viele's works on The Florida
Keys Wreckers?

John Viele's books and articles can be found in libraries, bookstores, and
online retailers, as well as through maritime history publications and
archives focused on The Florida Keys.

Additional Resources
The Florida Keys The Wreckers John Viele: Exploring Maritime History and
Cultural Legacy

the florida keys the wreckers john viele encapsulates a fascinating
intersection of maritime history, local culture, and personal narrative. John
Viele’s work, particularly his exploration of the wreckers of the Florida
Keys, sheds light on a lesser-known but pivotal chapter in the region’s
development. The Florida Keys, a chain of islands stretching from the
southern tip of Florida into the Gulf of Mexico, have long been associated
with shipwrecks, salvage operations, and the unique community of wreckers who
thrived in these waters. Understanding the role these individuals played, as
well as how John Viele documents and interprets their legacy, offers valuable
insights into both regional history and maritime heritage.

Understanding the Florida Keys and Their
Maritime Significance

The Florida Keys have a storied maritime past shaped by their geographic
location. As a natural barrier reef system, the Keys have historically been
treacherous for navigation, resulting in numerous shipwrecks. These wrecks,
in turn, gave rise to a specialized group known as the "wreckers." Operating
primarily in the 18th and 19th centuries, wreckers salvaged goods from
stranded ships, often turning maritime misfortune into economic opportunity.
Their activities ranged from legitimate salvage to more controversial
practices, such as luring ships onto reefs, a topic explored in various
historical debates.

John Viele’s research and writings bring clarity to this complex history. His
work contextualizes the wreckers within broader economic, social, and
environmental frameworks, illustrating how they influenced the growth and
culture of the Florida Keys. By examining archival records, maritime logs,
and oral histories, Viele’s narratives provide a well-rounded perspective on
how these maritime salvagers contributed not only to commerce but also to the
cultural identity of the region.



The Role of John Viele in Documenting Wrecker History

John Viele is recognized for his meticulous approach to maritime history,
with a focus on the Florida Keys. His contributions are particularly notable
for blending scholarly research with accessible storytelling. Unlike many
historical accounts that remain academic and distant, Viele’s work invites
readers to engage with the human elements behind the wrecks and salvage
operations.

By focusing on the wreckers, Viele highlights a community often overshadowed
by more prominent historical narratives. His research details the daily
lives, challenges, and innovations of these salvagers, enabling a deeper
appreciation of their resourcefulness and resilience. Additionally, Viele’s
work addresses the myths and misconceptions surrounding wreckers, clarifying
the distinction between lawful salvage efforts and piracy or deceit.

Maritime Salvage and the Economic Impact of
Wreckers in the Florida Keys

The economic importance of wreckers in the Florida Keys cannot be overstated.
During the height of their activity, wreckers played a crucial role in the
maritime economy by recovering valuable cargo from shipwrecks that otherwise
would have been lost. This salvage operation often involved complex
logistics, specialized knowledge of local waters, and a network of
cooperation among crews.

Salvage Techniques: Wreckers employed various methods to recover
materials, including diving for cargo, using small boats to ferry goods,
and collaborating with local authorities to claim salvage rights.

Legal Framework: Salvage laws provided a regulated environment for
wreckers to operate, balancing incentives for recovery with protections
against outright plunder.

Community Impact: The success of wreckers contributed to the
establishment of settlements in the Keys, influencing social structures
and the local economy.

John Viele’s documentation of these economic dynamics offers a nuanced view
of how wrecking shaped not just individual fortunes but also the broader
development of the Florida Keys. Through detailed case studies, Viele
illustrates how wreckers adapted to changing conditions, including
technological advancements and shifts in maritime trade routes.

The Cultural Legacy of the Wreckers

Beyond economics, the wreckers left a lasting cultural imprint on the Florida
Keys. Their stories have been woven into local folklore, music, and art,
reflecting a rugged, independent spirit emblematic of the region. John
Viele’s work often touches upon these cultural dimensions, emphasizing how
the legacy of wrecking continues to influence the Keys’ identity.



Many modern-day festivals and museums in the Florida Keys pay homage to this
heritage, celebrating the bravery and ingenuity of the wreckers. By
preserving artifacts and recounting tales of daring salvage missions, these
cultural institutions keep the history alive for visitors and residents
alike.

Comparative Perspectives: The Florida Keys
Wreckers Versus Other Maritime Salvage
Communities

Situating the Florida Keys wreckers within a broader maritime context reveals
interesting contrasts and similarities. Wrecking communities existed in other
parts of the world, such as along the coasts of Cornwall in England or the
Outer Banks of North Carolina. However, the Florida Keys presented unique
challenges and opportunities due to their subtropical climate, reef systems,
and position along major shipping lanes.

John Viele’s analysis often compares these settings, highlighting how
environmental factors influenced salvage methods and community development.
For instance, while wreckers in colder climates faced severe weather and ice,
those in the Keys dealt more with coral reefs and hurricanes. Such
comparisons underscore the adaptability and specialized knowledge required by
wreckers in different regions.

Pros and Cons of Wrecking as an Economic Practice

Like any economic activity, wrecking had both benefits and drawbacks for the
Florida Keys. John Viele’s investigative approach helps illuminate these
complexities:

Pros: Provided economic opportunities in an otherwise isolated region,
fostered maritime skills, and contributed to the growth of coastal
communities.

Cons: Sometimes blurred ethical lines between salvage and piracy, led to
conflicts with shipowners and authorities, and posed environmental risks
due to shipwreck debris.

Understanding these trade-offs is essential to appreciating the multifaceted
nature of wrecking. Viele’s balanced portrayal avoids romanticizing the
wreckers while recognizing their significance in regional history.

Modern-Day Reflections and Preservation Efforts

Today, the legacy of the Florida Keys wreckers continues through preservation
efforts and tourism. John Viele’s scholarship has influenced how museums,
historians, and local governments approach maritime heritage. The Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary, for example, protects many shipwreck sites,



allowing for archaeological research and recreational diving.

Preserving wrecks and their stories serves multiple purposes: it honors
historical memory, supports educational initiatives, and promotes sustainable
tourism. Viele’s work encourages a thoughtful engagement with this heritage,
urging stakeholders to balance conservation with public access.

As the Florida Keys face environmental challenges such as climate change and
rising sea levels, maintaining the integrity of wreck sites and cultural
landmarks becomes increasingly urgent. The wreckers’ history, as chronicled
by John Viele, remains a vital link to understanding the region’s past and
informing its future.

---

John Viele’s exploration of the Florida Keys wreckers not only enriches the
historical record but also invites ongoing dialogue about the intersection of
human endeavor, environment, and culture. His contributions help ensure that
the stories of these maritime salvagers are neither forgotten nor
oversimplified, but appreciated for their complexity and enduring
significance.
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  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Florida Keys: The wreckers John Viele, 2001
Today, on the Keys between Key West and the mainland, some forty thousand residents and
thousands of visitors fish, swim, sail and dive int he crystal clear waters off a tropical reef; relax in
the sun adn cooling trade wind breezes; and sleep in the air-conditioned comfort of their homes and
hotel rooms. On these same islands, as short a time as eighty years ago, fewer than three hundred
inhabitants tried to eke out a living without benefit of electricity, running water, radios, or
telephones. The stories of these hard pioneers and their predecessors, as far back as the Native
Americans who lived on the Keys at least one thousand years ago, are told, many for the first time, in
this book.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Wreckers John Viele, 2013-05-01 In this third
book in a series on the history of the Florida Keys, John Viele tells the true story of the Florida Keys
wreckers, the daring seamen who sailed out in fair weather or foul to save lives and property from
ships cast up on the unforgiving Florida Reef in the passage south of the Florida Keys, one of the
most dangerous in the world, having claimed thousands of ships and lives. In the 1850s, the heyday
of the wreckers, ships were piling up on the reef at the rate of nearly one a week. Salvaging these
wrecks was a highly competitive and hazardous gamble of the lives, limbs, and vessels of the
wreckers against an often elusive gain. From the archives of the federal court at Key West, or
“wrecking court, and from contemporary letters, diaries, and newspaper articles, the author has
captured the drama of the lives and times of the Florida Keys wreckers with accuracy and clarity.
Richly illustrated with drawings from nineteenth-century magazines and newspapers, artists'
concepts of wrecking scenes, and reproductions of old paintings and photographs, this book will
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fascinate sailors and landlubbers alike. See all of the books in this series
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Streets of Key West J Wills Burke, 2015-10-17
Simonton, Duval, Eaton, Whitehead, Southard, Truman—if you discover how these Key West streets,
and all the others, came by their names, you will know much of the history of this little island at the
nethermost end of the continental United States. You will learn of the rise and fall and rise again of
the fortunes of this island town, which has played such a rich role in the history of the country as a
whole. The author starts each section with an engaging history of the person for whom the street is
named. Then he takes us along the street, pointing out the buildings and sites of historic interest
along the way. This method builds and reinforces our grasp of Key West's history as the island is
crisscrossed with sites that evoke nearly every aspect of its past. What emerges is a unique and
quirky history of Key West, as well as a fascinating guide to wandering its streets, boulevards, alleys,
and lanes.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Liquid Landscape Michele Currie Navakas, 2018
In Liquid Landscape, Michele Currie Navakas analyzes the history of Florida's incorporation
alongside the development of new ideas of personhood, possession, and political identity within
American letters, from early American novels, travel accounts, and geography textbooks, to settlers'
guides, maps, natural histories, and land surveys.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Undercurrents of Power Kevin Dawson, 2018-03-20
Kevin Dawson considers how enslaved Africans carried aquatic skills—swimming, diving, boat
making, even surfing—to the Americas. Undercurrents of Power not only chronicles the experiences
of enslaved maritime workers, but also traverses the waters of the Atlantic repeatedly to trace and
untangle cultural and social traditions.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Key West Ellen T. White, 2024-10-24 The ultimate
getaway destination, a.k.a. the famed southernmost point of the United States, Key West offers
visitors spectacular lodging, dining, and sea adventures year-round. But as its devotees know, it's
the island's tales, over-the-top characters, and quirky history of pirates and wreckers that give it its
charm. With stunning images by Missy Janes, photographer for Pineapple Press’ Palm Beach, this
book is a visual journey around the island capturing its teeming life and storied past—from the
sunset show on Mallory Square, to the haunted Civil War forts, and the revered Hemingway House,
as well as stops along the Duval Crawl and iconic eateries like Louie's Backyard and Blue Heaven.
And then there are the miles of beaches, epic fishing flats, and marine sanctuaries. The ideal
keepsake for visitors, wedding guests and all who cherish the free-spirited island getaway.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Audubon at Sea Christoph Irmscher, Richard J.
King, 2024-05-31 This one-of-a-kind, lavishly illustrated anthology celebrates Audubon's connection
to the sea through both his words and art. The American naturalist John James Audubon
(1785–1851) is widely remembered for his iconic paintings of American birdlife. But as this
anthology makes clear, Audubon was also a brilliant writer—and his keen gaze took in far more than
creatures of the sky. Culled from his published and unpublished writings, Audubon at Sea explores
Audubon's diverse observations of the ocean, the coast, and their human and animal inhabitants.
With Audubon expert Christoph Irmscher and scholar of the sea Richard J. King as our guides, we
set sail from the humid expanses of the American South to the shores of England and the chilly
landscapes of the Canadian North. We learn not only about the diversity of sea life Audubon
documented—birds, sharks, fish, and whales—but also about life aboard ship, travel in early
America, Audubon's work habits, and the origins of beloved paintings. As we face an unfathomable
loss of seabirds today, Audubon's warnings about the fragility of birdlife in his time are prescient
and newly relevant. Charting the course of Audubon's life and work, from his birth in Haiti to his
death in New York City, Irmscher and King's sweeping introduction and carefully drawn
commentary confront the challenges Audubon's legacy poses for us today, including his participation
in American slavery and the thousands of birds he killed for his art. Rounded out by hundreds of
historical and ornithological notes and beautiful illustrations, and with a foreword by distinguished
photographer and conservationist Subhankar Banerjee, Audubon at Sea is the most comprehensively



annotated collection of Audubon's work ever published.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Battle of Negro Fort Matthew J Clavin,
2014-05-09 The dramatic story of the United States’ 1816 destruction of a free and independent
community of fugitive slaves in Spanish-occupied Florida. In the aftermath of the War of 1812, Major
General Andrew Jackson ordered a joint United States army-navy expedition into Spanish Florida to
destroy a free and independent community of fugitive slaves. The result was the Battle of Negro
Fort, a brutal conflict among hundreds of American troops, Indian warriors, and black rebels that
culminated in the death or re-enslavement of nearly all of the fort’s inhabitants. By eliminating this
refuge for fugitive slaves, the United States government closed an escape valve that African
Americans had utilized for generations. At the same time, it intensified the subjugation of southern
Native Americans, including the Creeks, Choctaws, and Seminoles. Still, the battle was significant
for another reason as well. During its existence, Negro Fort was a powerful symbol of black freedom
that subverted the racist foundations of an expanding American slave society. Its destruction
reinforced the nation’s growing commitment to slavery, while illuminating the extent to which
ambivalence over the institution had disappeared since the nation’s founding. Indeed, four decades
after declaring that all men were created equal, the United States destroyed a fugitive slave
community in a foreign territory for the first and only time in its history, which accelerated
America’s transformation into a white republic. The Battle of Negro Fort places the violent
expansion of slavery where it belongs, at the center of the history of the early American republic
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Florida's Past, Vol 2 Gene M Burnett, 2014-10-01
Virtually every month for fourteen years, Gene Burnett wrote a history piece under the title Florida's
Past for Florida Trend, Florida's respected magazine of business and finance. The first volume of
collected essays from that series proved so popular among book readers that two more volumes have
been published. Pineapple Press is now proud to make them available in paperback. Burnett's
easygoing style and his sometimes surprising choice of topics make history good reading. Each
volume divides Florida's people and events into Achievers and Pioneers, Villains and Characters,
Heroes and Heroines, War and Peace, and Calamities and Social Turbulence. Read a chapter and
you'll find you've gone on to read more. Read this volume and you'll find yourself looking for the next
two. Next in series > > See all of the books in this series
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Florida Keys John Viele, 1996 Well-researched,
fascinating accounts of Florida Keys' life of the past two centuries.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Tifts of Georgia John D. Fair, 2010 This
unique book addresses the under-analyzed subject of internal migration in American historiography
by showing the impact of eight generations of a family from New England on the development of
Southern Georgia from the eighteenth to the end of the twentieth centuries. Focusing on
cross-regional influences, The Tifts of Georgia sheds new light on such traditional topics as
paternalism, cultural assimilation, and race relations. Originally from Mystic, Connecticut, the Tifts
migrated to Key West, Florida, where they profited from the wrecking trade, set up business
operations at various points along the eastern coast of the United States, and eventually made a
significant impact on some of the less-developed areas of Georgia. The most important member of
the family was Nelson Tift, a pioneer businessman who founded the city of Albany, Georgia, in the
1830s and played a major role on behalf of his adopted state during the Civil War and
Reconstruction. His enterprises were often coordinated with his brother Asa in Key West. Their
nephew, Henry Harding Tift, founded Tifton and Tift County, and Tift College in Forsyth was named
for Henry's wife, Bessie, a major benefactor. Later Tifts were not only involved in the continued
development of Albany and Tifton but made significant contributions to the economy and civic life of
Macon, Atlanta, and other communities. The most important theme embodied in this monograph is
how the Tifts brought Connecticut Yankee values to the South but were in turn transformed into
Southerners. The Tifts of Georgia is richly illustrated with charts, maps, and original photographs.
This history of an important Georgia family should be of special interest to professional and amateur
historians, sociologists, cultural anthropologists, and genealogists.



  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The History of Florida Michael Gannon, 2018-06-26
Previously published as The New History of Florida.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Navigating African Maritime History Carina E.
Ray, Jeremy Rich, 2017-10-18 This book is a collection of essays addressing multiple aspects of
African maritime history in attempt to counter the lack of academic research that exists in
comparison to other nations and continents, and to assert the value of African topics to the global
study of maritime history. Each essay addresses African maritime history whilst also demonstrating
an inextricable link to the global maritime stage. The topics discussed include early human
migration to Africa; early European contact with Africa; the role of West African maritime
communities in the Atlantic slave trade; New World slaveholders and the exploitation of African
maritime skillsets; the construction of Atlantic world racial discourses; the rise and fall of colonial
rule; and African immigrant communities in Europe. These essays cover maritime topics such as
seafaring labour, navigational technology, swimming, diving, surfing; plus political subjects that
include colonisation, decolonisation, immigration and citizenship. The book consists of eight essays
and an introduction that evaluates the existing research into African maritime history. It includes
case studies from every major geographical part of the continent, bar North Africa, and covers the
Early Modern period up to the twentieth century. The purpose is not to provide a comprehensive
chronological history, but rather a diverse collection of topics across a range of periods and
locations to reflect the wealth of maritime topics in the history of Africa and their global
significance. It concludes with a call for further research into non-European maritime activity, to
deepen the global historiography.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Key West on the Edge Kerstein Robert, 2012-04-01
Discusses the history of Key West from its first one hundred years to the present day; also discusses
the effects of tourism on the Key West community.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Heroic Age of Diving Jerry Kuntz, 2016-02-09
Winner of the 2016 Dr. Art Bachrach Literary Award presented by the Historical Diving Society
Silver Medalist, 2017 Independent Publisher Book Awards in the Sports/Fitness/Recreation Category
Beginning in 1837, some of the most brilliant engineers of America's Industrial Revolution turned
their attention to undersea technology. Inventors developed practical hard-helmet diving suits, as
well as new designs of submarines, diving bells, floating cranes, and undersea explosives. These
innovations were used to clear shipping lanes, harvest pearls, mine gold, and wage war. All of these
underwater technologies were brought together by entrepreneurs, treasure-hunters, and daring
divers in the 1850s to salvage three infamous shipwrecks on Lake Erie, each of which had involved
the loss of hundreds of lives, as well as the worldly goods of the passengers. The prospect of
treasure, combined with the national notoriety of these disasters, soon attracted the attention of
local adventurers and the country's leading divers and marine engineers. In The Heroic Age of
Diving, Jerry Kuntz shares the fascinating stories of the pioneers of underwater invention and the
brave divers who employed the new technologies as they raced with—and against—marine engineers
to salvage the tragic wrecks of Lake Erie.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Florida in the Popular Imagination Steve Glassman,
2009-05-20 Critical discussion of popular culture in Florida, which began drawing winter visitors
before the Civil War (now boasts a hundred million+ visitors annually). These essays explore many
facets of Florida's culture: Mickey; Shamu; early tourist sites; Key West and its favorite son Ernest
Hemingway; and an overview of several iconic Florida institutions (Daytona 500, Spring
Break)--Provided by publisher.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Florida's Great Ocean Railway Dan Gallagher,
2013-12-19 The building of Henry Flagler's Florida East Coast Railway extension over water to Key
West from 1905 to 1916 was s triumph of engineering and logistics. The Keys were remote and with
little means of communication. The massive amounts of materials had to be moved with steam
power. This book tells the story of the planners and their plan and its execution. It has 250 old
photos, most of which have never been published before.



  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Touched by the Sun Stuart B. McIver, 2008-10 The
world's first female film director, Alice Guy Blache, an elegant, cultured Parisian, came to the
Everglades in 1917 to shoot a movie. The Everglades was not like Paris. - John Gillespie came to
Sarasota from Scotland only to find the state had no golf courses. He promptly built the state's
first--only two holes lon.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: The Great Bahamas Hurricane Of 1866 Wayne
Neely, 2011-04 In October 1866, a powerful Category 4 hurricane struck the Bahamian Islands. With
winds well over 140 miles per hour and even higher gusts that toppled trees, sank ships, peeled
away rooftops, and destroyed vital infrastructures, the massive storm battered the islands with great
ferocity. When the seas finally calmed and the winds died down, the massive storm had killed more
than 387 people in the Bahamas alone and left a massive trail of destruction. Author Wayne Neely, a
leading authority on Bahamian and Caribbean hurricanes, shares an engaging account of how the
hurricane of 1866 not only devastated the islands, but also altered the course of Bahamian history
forever. While demonstrating how the hurricane significantly impacted the wrecking and salvaging
industry, Neely also educates others about the complex set of weather conditions that contribute to
hurricanes. He includes fascinating stories of survival and heroism as the storm's victims struggled
to move forward in the midst of tragedy. Hurricanes are no novelty to the Bahamas, but all who were
lucky enough to live through the howling winds and the terror of a sky filled with flying debris surely
never forgot The Great Bahamas Hurricane of 1866.
  the florida keys the wreckers john viele: Florida Fun Facts Eliot Kleinberg, 2004-10 From
theme parks to ballparks, the quirky to the educational, Miami to Tallahassee — every city and
county in Florida are covered in this newly expanded edition: What's responsible for more than
2,800 holes in Palm Beach County? Which came first, St. Augustine or Plymouth Rock? What's
Osceola County's biggest city that technically isn't a city at all? Where in Florida can you participate
in the King Mango Strut? What Oscar-winning actress hails from the small town of Bascom, Florida?
What's bigger, Walt Disney World or New York's Manhattan Island? It's everything you need to know
about Florida—and more!
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