
history of the pacific islands

History of the Pacific Islands: Exploring the Rich Tapestry of Oceanic Heritage

history of the pacific islands is a fascinating journey through time, culture, and the incredible resilience of
the people who inhabit one of the most expansive and diverse regions on Earth. Stretching across thousands
of miles of ocean, the Pacific Islands are home to myriad cultures, languages, and histories that have
evolved over millennia. Understanding this rich past not only sheds light on the islands’ unique identities
but also reveals the profound connections between nature, navigation, and human ingenuity.

Early Settlers and the Origins of Pacific Island Cultures

The story of the Pacific Islands begins with its earliest inhabitants, whose ancestors embarked on
extraordinary voyages across vast stretches of ocean. These initial settlers are believed to have originated
from Southeast Asia and Taiwan, migrating through Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia over thousands of
years. This period, known as the Lapita culture era (roughly 1600 BCE to 500 BCE), is pivotal in the
history of the Pacific Islands, marked by distinctive pottery styles and advanced seafaring technology.

The Lapita People and Their Navigational Mastery

The Lapita people were remarkable navigators and skilled artisans. Their pottery shards, discovered on
islands spread from Papua New Guinea to Tonga, serve as archaeological evidence of their widespread
influence. The ability to navigate using the stars, ocean currents, and bird flight patterns was essential to
their success. This early mastery of the sea laid the foundation for what would become one of humanity’s
greatest migration stories.

Development of Distinct Island Cultures

As the early settlers spread across the Pacific, isolation and environmental factors led to the development of
distinct cultural identities. The Pacific Islands are typically divided into three major cultural regions:
Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia, each with its own languages, customs, and societal structures.

Melanesia: The Land of Diversity

Melanesia, which includes islands such as Fiji, Papua New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands, is known for



its incredible linguistic diversity—hundreds of languages are spoken across relatively small geographic
areas. The people here developed complex social systems and rich traditions in art, dance, and oral
storytelling. The history of the Pacific Islands in Melanesia is deeply intertwined with the land, where
clan-based societies often practiced subsistence farming and fishing.

Micronesia: Navigators of the Western Pacific

Micronesia, encompassing islands like Palau, the Marshall Islands, and Kiribati, has a history marked by
sophisticated navigation and canoe-building. Despite their small landmass, Micronesians were expert
voyagers, enabling them to establish trade and cultural exchange networks across the western Pacific.
Their history reflects a balance between isolation and connectivity, with vibrant cultural practices that
continue to thrive.

Polynesia: The Great Ocean Voyagers

Polynesia, covering islands such as Samoa, Tonga, Hawaii, and New Zealand, represents the pinnacle of
Pacific navigation history. Polynesian explorers undertook voyages spanning thousands of kilometers,
discovering and settling some of the most remote islands on Earth. Their oral histories, myths, and legends
often celebrate the achievements of these navigators, whose knowledge of stars, wind patterns, and ocean
swells was unparalleled.

European Contact and Its Impact

The history of the Pacific Islands took a dramatic turn with the arrival of European explorers in the 16th
and 17th centuries. Figures like Ferdinand Magellan, Abel Tasman, and James Cook charted the islands,
bringing with them new technologies, religions, and diseases that profoundly affected indigenous
populations.

First Encounters and Cultural Exchange

Initial encounters between Europeans and Pacific Islanders were often a mix of curiosity, trade, and
conflict. European explorers introduced new goods such as metal tools and firearms, but also brought
diseases like smallpox, which devastated island communities with no prior immunity. Missionaries
followed explorers, seeking to convert islanders to Christianity, leading to significant cultural and religious
shifts.



Colonialism and Its Consequences

By the 19th century, many Pacific Islands fell under colonial control by powers such as Britain, France,
Germany, and the United States. Colonialism altered traditional governance structures, introduced
plantation economies, and sometimes led to forced labor and displacement. However, indigenous peoples
also adapted and resisted, preserving elements of their culture and forging new identities within changing
political landscapes.

Modern Era: Independence and Cultural Revival

The 20th century brought waves of change as Pacific Island nations moved toward self-governance and
independence. Countries like Fiji, Samoa, Papua New Guinea, and others gained sovereignty, sparking
renewed interest in cultural heritage and environmental stewardship.

Preserving Traditions in a Globalized World

Today, many Pacific Islanders actively work to preserve their languages, dances, crafts, and oral histories.
Efforts include establishing cultural centers, teaching traditional navigation techniques, and promoting
indigenous knowledge in schools. This revival is crucial not only for maintaining identity but also for
empowering communities facing climate change and economic challenges.

Pacific Islands in the Global Context

The history of the Pacific Islands continues to influence their place on the global stage. Issues such as
climate change, rising sea levels, and sustainable development are at the forefront of political discourse
among island nations. Their rich cultural heritage also attracts tourism, which offers economic opportunities
but requires careful management to protect fragile ecosystems.

Understanding the Ocean’s Role in Island History

No discussion about the history of the Pacific Islands would be complete without acknowledging the ocean's
central role. The Pacific Ocean has long been both a connector and a barrier, shaping migration patterns,
trade routes, and cultural exchange.



Sea Navigation Techniques: Traditional navigation methods using stars, wave patterns, and wildlife
behavior were critical for survival and exploration.

Trade Networks: Exchange of goods like obsidian, shells, and food crops linked distant islands and
fostered alliances.

Environmental Adaptation: Islanders developed agricultural practices suited to volcanic soils and coral
atolls, demonstrating remarkable ingenuity.

These aspects illustrate how deeply intertwined the Pacific Islands’ history is with the ocean itself.

Exploring the history of the Pacific Islands reveals a story of exploration, adaptation, and resilience. From
the earliest Lapita settlers to modern-day efforts to preserve culture and confront new challenges, the
islands continue to captivate with their unique blend of tradition and transformation. The past is not just a
record of what was but a living foundation for what remains and what is yet to come across these vast blue
horizons.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Lapita culture in the history of the Pacific
Islands?
The Lapita culture, emerging around 1600 BCE, is significant for being the ancestor of many Pacific
Islander cultures. They are known for their distinctive pottery and for being the first people to settle the
islands of Remote Oceania, spreading across Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia.

How did Polynesian navigation techniques influence the settlement of
the Pacific Islands?
Polynesian navigation techniques, including the use of stars, ocean currents, bird flight patterns, and wind,
allowed skilled navigators to voyage vast distances across the Pacific Ocean. This enabled the settlement of
distant islands such as Hawaii, Easter Island, and New Zealand long before European contact.

What impact did European exploration have on the Pacific Islands in the
18th century?
European exploration in the 18th century, led by explorers like James Cook, introduced new trade
opportunities, Christianity, and diseases to the Pacific Islands. While it opened the islands to global
interaction, it also disrupted traditional societies and led to significant cultural and demographic changes.



How did colonialism shape the political landscape of the Pacific Islands?
Colonialism resulted in the division of the Pacific Islands among European powers such as Britain, France,
Germany, and the United States. This led to the establishment of protectorates and colonies, the imposition
of foreign governance structures, and the exploitation of island resources, which influenced the islands'
political development and struggles for independence.

What role did the Pacific Islands play during World War II?
During World War II, the Pacific Islands were strategically important as battlegrounds and military bases.
Islands like Guadalcanal, Midway, and Iwo Jima were sites of significant battles between Allied and
Japanese forces, impacting local populations and accelerating political changes in the region post-war.

How have indigenous cultures in the Pacific Islands preserved their
history despite external influences?
Indigenous cultures in the Pacific Islands have preserved their history through oral traditions, storytelling,
dance, tattooing, and navigation knowledge. These practices have been passed down through generations,
maintaining cultural identity even in the face of colonization, missionary activity, and globalization.

What is the importance of the Treaty of Waitangi in the history of the
Pacific Islands?
The Treaty of Waitangi, signed in 1840 between the British Crown and Maori chiefs in New Zealand, is
important as it established the framework for British sovereignty while recognizing Maori land rights. It
remains a foundational document for New Zealand's bicultural identity and indigenous rights discussions.

How did the independence movements of the 20th century affect the
Pacific Islands?
Independence movements in the 20th century led many Pacific Islands to gain sovereignty from colonial
powers, such as Fiji, Samoa, and Papua New Guinea. These movements fostered national identity, self-
governance, and efforts to revive and protect indigenous cultures, though challenges like economic
dependency and environmental issues remain.

Additional Resources
History of the Pacific Islands: An In-Depth Exploration of a Vast Oceanic Heritage

history of the pacific islands is a complex tapestry woven from millennia of human migration, cultural
evolution, and external influences. Stretching across an enormous expanse of the Pacific Ocean, these islands



encompass diverse societies, languages, and traditions that have evolved in relative isolation yet have also
been shaped by interactions with explorers, traders, and colonial powers. Understanding this history
requires delving into the prehistoric origins of the islanders, the impact of European contact, and the
contemporary realities that continue to define the region.

Early Settlement and Migration Patterns

The story of the Pacific Islands begins with the remarkable voyages of ancient Polynesians, Melanesians,
and Micronesians. Archaeological and linguistic evidence points to initial human settlement in Near
Oceania—around the Bismarck Archipelago and Solomon Islands—approximately 35,000 years ago. These
early settlers, often associated with the Lapita culture, brought with them distinctive pottery styles and
advanced seafaring skills that enabled the eventual colonization of Remote Oceania, including the far-flung
islands of Polynesia.

The Lapita Culture and Its Significance

Central to the history of the Pacific Islands is the Lapita culture, a prehistoric Pacific Ocean people known
for their elaborate ceramics and maritime prowess. Flourishing roughly between 1600 BCE and 500 BCE,
the Lapita are widely credited with pioneering long-distance oceanic navigation. Their migration patterns
illustrate a systematic expansion from the Bismarck Archipelago eastward into the Pacific, reaching as far as
Tonga and Samoa.

This culture is crucial to understanding the dispersal of Austronesian-speaking peoples, whose descendants
today inhabit vast areas of the Pacific. The Lapita's navigational feats demonstrate an extraordinary mastery
over open-ocean voyaging, which remains a subject of fascination and study among historians and
anthropologists.

European Contact and Colonial Influence

The history of the Pacific Islands underwent a dramatic transformation with the arrival of European
explorers in the 16th century. Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, and later British navigators embarked on
voyages that introduced new technology, religion, and political structures to the island societies.

Early European Exploration

Ferdinand Magellan’s expedition (1519-1522) marked one of the first European incursions into the Pacific,



laying the groundwork for subsequent contact. Spanish expeditions followed, especially in Micronesia and
the Marianas Islands. However, it was Captain James Cook in the 18th century who significantly expanded
European knowledge of the Pacific. His detailed maps and ethnographic observations brought the islands
into a global context, sparking further interest from colonial powers.

Colonial Rivalries and Their Impact

Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, the Pacific Islands became arenas of intense colonial
competition. Britain, France, Germany, and later the United States and Japan established protectorates and
colonies, often arbitrarily dividing territories without regard to indigenous boundaries. This period saw:

Introduction of Christianity and Western education systems

Exploitation of natural resources like copra, sandalwood, and phosphate

Displacement and marginalization of native populations

Forced labor and the establishment of plantation economies

These colonial dynamics fundamentally altered the social, political, and economic structures of many Pacific
Island communities. While some islands experienced relative stability, others endured significant upheaval
and resistance.

Cultural Resilience and Adaptation

Despite centuries of external influence, the history of the Pacific Islands is also a testament to the resilience
and adaptability of indigenous cultures. Traditional navigational knowledge, oral histories, and artistic
expressions have been preserved and revitalized in recent decades.

Revival of Navigational Techniques

One of the most remarkable aspects of Pacific Island history is the modern revival of traditional wayfinding.
Institutions such as the Polynesian Voyaging Society have rekindled ancient skills of celestial navigation,
using star paths, ocean swells, and bird flight patterns. This cultural renaissance serves not only as a bridge
to the past but also as a powerful symbol of identity and pride.



Language and Cultural Diversity

The Pacific Islands are home to over 1,200 languages, making it one of the most linguistically diverse
regions on Earth. This diversity reflects the intricate migration histories and isolated development of island
communities. Efforts to document and preserve endangered languages are ongoing, as language forms the
bedrock of cultural knowledge and social cohesion.

Modern Political Developments and Regional Integration

The post-World War II era ushered in a wave of decolonization throughout the Pacific. Many island nations
achieved independence, while others remain territories or dependencies of larger states. The history of the
Pacific Islands in the contemporary period is characterized by efforts to balance traditional governance with
modern statehood.

Pathways to Independence

Countries such as Fiji, Samoa, and Papua New Guinea emerged as sovereign nations in the latter half of the
20th century, often through negotiated processes rather than conflict. Independence brought new
challenges, including economic development, environmental sustainability, and geopolitical positioning
amid larger powers.

Regional Cooperation and Challenges

Organizations like the Pacific Islands Forum facilitate regional dialogue on issues ranging from climate
change to economic development. The islands face unique vulnerabilities, including rising sea levels,
limited natural resources, and dependence on external aid. Cooperation among island states is critical to
addressing these shared concerns.

Environmental and Archaeological Insights

The history of the Pacific Islands is also illuminated by ongoing archaeological discoveries and
environmental studies. These fields provide insights into how island societies adapted to fragile ecosystems
and changing climatic conditions.



Human-Environment Interactions

Studies reveal that early islanders practiced sophisticated agroforestry and fishing techniques, balancing
resource use with ecological conservation. However, some islands experienced deforestation and species
extinction linked to human activity, illustrating the delicate balance of island ecosystems.

Preservation of Heritage Sites

Numerous archaeological sites across the Pacific have been recognized for their historical value. Efforts to
protect these include:

Documentation of ancient settlements and ceremonial centers1.

Promotion of sustainable tourism that respects cultural heritage2.

Collaboration with indigenous communities to maintain custodianship3.

These initiatives contribute to a deeper understanding of the region’s historical trajectory and its ongoing
cultural significance.

The history of the Pacific Islands remains a dynamic field of study, rich with stories of exploration,
survival, and transformation. From the ancient Lapita navigators to the modern island nations advocating
on the global stage, the legacy of these islands continues to shape the identity and future of one of the
world’s most fascinating regions.

History Of The Pacific Islands
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contribution to Pacific history.--Dr. Malama Meleisea, Director of the Macmillan Brown Centre for
Pacific Studies, University of Canterbury Dr. Campbell's awareness of the importance of the active
roles which Pacific islanders played in the shaping of the histories of their own countries is evident
throughout: he has examined, whenever he could, historical events and processes from the point of
view and interests of the islanders concerned. No other work has done this, and that in itself makes
Dr. Campbell's book an important contribution to Pacific history.--Dr. Malama Meleisea, Director of
the Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies, University of Canterbury
  history of the pacific islands: A History of the Pacific Islands Deryck Scarr, 2013-12-16 A
book about the past and present Pacific Islands, wide-ranging in time and space spanning the
centuries from the first settlement of the islands until the present day.
  history of the pacific islands: Worlds Apart Ian Christopher Campbell, 2003 This title spans
the entire history of the Pacific Islands. From the first settlement by the native islanders, through
the centuries of European contact, cultural influence and colonialism, to the coming of independence
and more recent troubles since then. This title will appeal to the general reader with its
non-academic style.
  history of the pacific islands: The Cambridge History of the Pacific Islanders Donald Denoon,
2004-03-25 An authoritative and comprehensive history of the Pacific islanders from 40,000 BC to
the present day.
  history of the pacific islands: A History of the Pacific Islands Steven Roger Fischer,
2013-03-13 This wide-ranging study of the Pacific Islands provides a dynamic and provocative
account of the peopling of the Pacific, and its broad impact on world history. Spanning over 50,000
years of human presence in an area which comprises one-third of our planet – Melanesia, Micronesia
and Polynesia – the narrative follows the development of the region, from New Guinea's earliest
settlement to the creation of the modern Pacific states. Thoroughly revised and updated in light of
the most recent scholarship, the second edition includes: • an overview of the events and
developments in the Pacific Islands over the last decade • coverage of the latest archaeological
discoveries • several new maps • an updated and expanded bibliography Steven Roger Fischer's
unique text provides a highly accessible and invaluable introduction to the history of an area which
is currently emerging as pivotal in international affairs. A History of the Pacific Islands traces the
human history of nearly one-third of the globe over a fifty-thousand year span. This is history on a
grand scale, taking the islands of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia from prehistoric culture to
the present day through a skilful interpretation of scholarship in the field. Fischer's familiarity with
work in archaeology and anthropology as well as in history enriches the text, making this a book
with wide appeal for students and general readers.
  history of the pacific islands: A History of the Pacific Islands Steven Roger Fischer, 2008
  history of the pacific islands: Tides of History K. R. Howe, Robert C. Kiste, Brij V. Lal, 1994
This is the first detailed history of the Pacific Islands in the twentieth century. An innovative mixture
of chronological, geographical and thematic approaches.;
  history of the pacific islands: The History of the Pacific Islands Deryck Scarr, 1990 This is
a survey of human history in the Pacific islands, from the beginnings of recorded time until the
present day. To tell the story of humankind across the great expanse of the Pacific is a daunting
task. This book considers how indigenous societies came to be established and the tales that native
people told of that history. It goes on to describe their attempts to incorporate and then come to
terms with Western influence. This book is designed to be of interest to undergraduate students of
history and anthropology.
  history of the pacific islands: On the Road of the Winds Patrick Vinton Kirch, 2002-03-15
Providing a synthesis of archaeological and historical anthropological knowledge of the indigenous
cultures of the Pacific islands, this text focuses on human ecology and island adaptations.
  history of the pacific islands: Pacific Islands History Brij V. Lal, Australian National
University, 1992
  history of the pacific islands: A Brief History of the Pacific Jeremy Black, 2023-09-07 This



brilliantly concise history of the Pacific Ocean nevertheless succeeds in examining both the
indigenous presence on ocean's islands and Western control or influence over the its islands and
shores. There is a particular focus on the period from the 1530s to 1890 with its greater Western
coastal and oceanic presence in the Pacific, beginning with the Spanish takeover of the coasts of
modern Central America, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, and continuing with the Spaniards in the
Philippines. There is also an emphasis on the very different physical and human environments of the
four quadrants of the Pacific - the north-east, the north-west, the south-east and the south-west - and
of the 'coastal' islands, that is the Aleutians, Japan and New Zealand, and continental coastlines. The
focus is always on the interactions of Japan, California, Peru, Australia and other territories with the
ocean, notably in terms of trade, migration and fishing. Black looks first at the geology, currents,
winds and physical make-up of the Pacific, then the region's indigenous inhabitants to 1520. He
describes the Pacific before the arrival of Europeans, its history of settlement, navigation methods
and religious practices. From Easter Island, the focus shifts to European voyages, from Magellan to
Cook and Tasman, the problems they faced, not least the sheer scale of the ocean. Black looks at the
impact of these voyages on local people, including the Russians in the Aleutian Islands. Outside
control of the region grew from 1788 to 1898. The British laid claim to Australia and America to the
Phillipines. Western economic and political impact manifested in sandalwood and gold rushes, and
the coming of steamships accelerated this impact. Territorial claims spread through Willis, Perry and
the Americans, including to Hawaii. Black looks at the Maori wars in New Zealand and the War of
the Pacific on the South American coast. Christian missionary activity increased, and Gaugin offered
a different vision of the Pacific. 1899 to 1945 marked the struggle of empires: the rise of Japan as an
oceanic power, and the Second World War in the Pacific as a critical moment in world history.
Oil-powered ships ushered in the American Age, from 1945 to 2015, bringing the end of the British
Pacific. France had a continued role, in Tahiti and New Caledonia, but America had become the
dominant presence. Black explores the political, economic and cultural impacts of, for example,
Polynesians attending universities in America and Australasia; the spread of rugby; and relatively
little international tension, although some domestic pressures remained, including instability in
Papua New Guinea and Fiji. The book ends with a look at the Pacific's future: pressures from
industrial fishing, pollution and climate change; the rise of drug smuggling; greater Chinese
influence leading to conflict with America and Australasia - the Pacific is once again on the frontline
of military planning. But the Pacific's future also includes tourism, from Acapulco to Hawaii, and
from Tahiti to Cairns.
  history of the pacific islands: A Companion to Global Environmental History J. R. McNeill,
Erin Stewart Mauldin, 2025-02-06 A COMPANION TO GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY Equips
both specialists and newcomers with the historical, intellectual, and political context for engagement
with the environment Providing multiple points of entry into a dynamic, fast-growing field, A
Companion to Global Environmental History explores the many contours of the relationship between
human societies and the natural world on which they depend. Bringing together essays by an
international roster of both established experts and emerging scholars, this volume covers a
uniquely broad range of temporal, geographic, thematic, and contextual approaches to the practice
of global environmental history. Thirty-three detailed chapters describe how the relationship
between society and nature has changed over time, examine the various drivers of change and
environmental transformations, survey different types of environmental thought and action around
the world, and more. Now in its second edition, the Companion is fully revised to reflect major
research developments and new trajectories within the field. Updated chapters that present new
evidence for longstanding debates and innovative applications of environmental history are
accompanied by six entirely new chapters on India, China, Africa, early modern cities, global
environmental governance, and European environmentalism. Offering fresh insights into
environmental thought, culture, policy, and politics, A Companion to Global Environmental History,
Second Edition, is an ideal textbook for undergraduate and graduate students and an invaluable
reference for scholars, researchers, and environmental historians.



  history of the pacific islands: Uncle Sam's War of 1898 and the Origins of Globalization
Thomas D. Schoonover, 2013-07-24 The roots of American globalization can be found in the War of
1898. Then, as today, the United States actively engaged in globalizing its economic order,
itspolitical institutions, and its values. Thomas Schoonover argues that this drive to expand political
and cultural reach—the quest for wealth, missionary fulfillment, security, power, and prestige—was
inherited by the United States from Europe, especially Spain and Great Britain. Uncle Sam's War of
1898 and the Origins of Globalization is a pathbreaking work of history that examines U.S. growth
from its early nationhood to its first major military conflict on the world stage, also known as the
Spanish-American War. As the new nation's military, industrial, and economic strength developed,
the United States created policies designed to protect itself from challenges beyond its borders.
According to Schoonover, a surge in U.S. activity in the Gulf-Caribbean and in Central America in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was catalyzed by the same avarice and
competitiveness that motivated the European adventurers to seek a route to Asia centuries earlier.
Addressing the basic chronology and themes of the first century of the nation's expansion,
Schoonover locates the origins of the U.S. goal of globalization. U.S. involvement in the War of 1898
reflects many of the fundamental patterns in our national history—exploration and discovery, labor
exploitation, violence, racism, class conflict, and concern for security—that many believe shaped
America's course in the twentieth and twenty-first century.
  history of the pacific islands: Peoples of the Pacific Paul D'Arcy, 2017-05-15 Presenting the
history of the inhabitants of the Pacific Islands from first colonization until the spread of European
colonial rule in the later 19th century, this volume focuses specifically on Pacific Islander-European
interactions from the perspective of Pacific Islanders themselves. A number of recorded traditions
are reproduced as well as articles by Pacific Island scholars working within the academy. The nature
of Pacific History as a sub-discipline is presented through a sample of key articles from the 1890s
until the present that represent the historical evolution of the field and its multidisciplinary nature.
The volume reflects on how the indigenous inhabitants of the Pacific Islands have a history as
dynamic and complex as that of literate societies, and one that is more retrievable through
multidisciplinary approaches than often realized.
  history of the pacific islands: The Cambridge History of the Pacific Ocean: Volume 1, The
Pacific Ocean to 1800 Ryan Tucker Jones, Matt K. Matsuda, 2023-01-05 Volume I of The Cambridge
History of the Pacific Ocean provides a wide-ranging survey of Pacific history to 1800. It focuses on
varied concepts of the Pacific environment and its impact on human history, as well as tracing the
early exploration and colonization of the Pacific, the evolution of Indigenous maritime cultures after
colonization, and the disruptive arrival of Europeans. Bringing together a diversity of subjects and
viewpoints, this volume introduces a broad variety of topics, engaging fully with emerging
environmental and political conflicts over Pacific Ocean spaces. These essays emphasize the impact
of the deep history of interactions on and across the Pacific to the present day.
  history of the pacific islands: The Quest for Origins K. R. Howe, 2003-05-31 Did they come
from space, from Egypt, from the Americas? From other ancient civilizations? These are some of
today's most fanciful claims about the first settlers of the islands of the Pacific. But none of them
correctly answer the question: Where did the Polynesians come from? This book is a thoughtful and
devastating critique of such new learning, and a careful and accessible survey of modern
archaeological, anthropological, genetic, and linguistics findings about the origins of Pacific
Islanders. Professor Howe also examines the two-hundred-year-old history of Western ideas about
Polynesian origins in the context of ever-changing fads and intellectual fashions.
  history of the pacific islands: A History of the Pacific Islands Steven Roger Fischer,
2017-05-18 This wide-ranging study of the Pacific Islands provides a dynamic and provocative
account of the peopling of the Pacific, and its broad impact on world history. Spanning over 50,000
years of human presence in an area which comprises one-third of our planet – Melanesia, Micronesia
and Polynesia – the narrative follows the development of the region, from New Guinea's earliest
settlement to the creation of the modern Pacific states. Thoroughly revised and updated in light of



the most recent scholarship, the second edition includes: • an overview of the events and
developments in the Pacific Islands over the last decade • coverage of the latest archaeological
discoveries • several new maps • an updated and expanded bibliography Steven Roger Fischer's
unique text provides a highly accessible and invaluable introduction to the history of an area which
is currently emerging as pivotal in international affairs. A History of the Pacific Islands traces the
human history of nearly one-third of the globe over a fifty-thousand year span. This is history on a
grand scale, taking the islands of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia from prehistoric culture to
the present day through a skilful interpretation of scholarship in the field. Fischer's familiarity with
work in archaeology and anthropology as well as in history enriches the text, making this a book
with wide appeal for students and general readers.
  history of the pacific islands: Pacific Islands History Brij Vilash Lal (historien).), 1992
  history of the pacific islands: Worlds Apart Ian Christopher Campbell, 1989
  history of the pacific islands: A Companion to World History Douglas Northrop,
2014-12-15 A COMPANION TOWORLD HISTORY This new volume offers insightful reflections by
both leading and emerging world historians on approaches, methodologies, arguments, and
pedagogies of a sub-discipline that has continued to be in flux as well as in need of defining itself as
a relevant alternative to the traditional national, regional, or chronological fields of inquiry Choice
The focus...on the practicalities of how to do world history probably gives it its edge. Its thirty-three
chapters are grouped into sections that address how to set up research projects in world history,
how to teach it, how to get jobs in it, how to frame it, and how it is done in various parts of the globe.
It is an actual handbook, in other words, as opposed to a sample of exemplary work. English
Historical Review A Companion to World History offers a comprehensive overview of the variety of
approaches and practices utilized in the field of world and global history. This state-of-the-art
collection of more than 30 insightful essays – including contributions from an international cast of
leading world historians and emerging scholars in the field – identifies continuing areas of
contention, disagreement, and divergence, while pointing out fruitful directions for further
discussion and research. Themes and topics explored include the lineages and trajectories of world
history, key ideas and methods employed by world historians, the teaching of world history and how
it draws upon and challenges traditional approaches, and global approaches to writing world history.
By considering these interwoven issues of scholarship and pedagogy from a transnational,
interregional, and world/global scale, fresh insights are gained and new challenges posed. With its
rich compendium of diverse viewpoints, A Companion to World History is an essential resource for
the study of the world's past.
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