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Timeline of Oklahoma History: From Native Roots to Modern Growth

Timeline of Oklahoma history offers a fascinating journey through time, revealing a land shaped by Native
American cultures, pioneering settlers, economic booms, and social transformations. As you explore this
timeline, you’ll uncover how Oklahoma evolved from a frontier territory into a vibrant, diverse state with
a rich cultural heritage. Whether you’re a history buff or simply curious about the Sooner State,
understanding this timeline sheds light on the events and people that made Oklahoma what it is today.

Early Inhabitants and Native American Nations

Long before European explorers arrived, the area now known as Oklahoma was home to various Native
American tribes. Archaeological evidence shows that indigenous peoples inhabited the region for thousands
of years, developing distinct cultures and complex societies.

Prehistoric and Ancient Cultures

The earliest known inhabitants of Oklahoma date back to the Paleo-Indian period, around 10,000 years ago.
These early hunter-gatherers followed migrating herds and gradually adapted to the changing
environment. Later, during the Woodland and Mississippian periods, indigenous communities established
more permanent settlements, practiced agriculture, and built mounds for ceremonial purposes. The Spiro
Mounds near present-day Tulsa stand as a testament to this sophisticated ancient culture.

The Five Civilized Tribes and Forced Relocation

One of the most significant chapters in the timeline of Oklahoma history involves the arrival of the “Five
Civilized Tribes”: the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek (Muscogee), and Seminole. Originally from the
southeastern United States, these tribes were forcibly relocated to Indian Territory during the 1830s
through the infamous Trail of Tears. This tragic event caused immense suffering but also led to the
establishment of strong tribal governments within present-day Oklahoma.

Oklahoma Before Statehood: Indian Territory and Land Runs

The 19th century was a period of dramatic change for Oklahoma. The area was primarily designated as



Indian Territory, a place where Native American nations were meant to live autonomously. However,
increasing pressure from settlers hungry for land set the stage for a complex and often turbulent history.

The Indian Territory Era

Following the Indian Removal Act of 1830, the U.S. government designated much of present-day
Oklahoma as Indian Territory. This era was characterized by the development of tribal governance, schools,
and economies within these nations, but also by ongoing conflicts and negotiations with the federal
government regarding land and sovereignty.

The Oklahoma Land Runs

One of the most iconic events in Oklahoma’s timeline is the series of land runs beginning in 1889. On April
22 of that year, the first Land Run opened up the Unassigned Lands for settlement, attracting thousands of
“boomers” and “sooners” eager to claim plots. Subsequent land runs and lotteries throughout the 1890s
further shaped the settlement pattern of the region. These dramatic races to claim land symbolize the rapid
transformation from frontier to organized communities.

Statehood and Early 20th Century Developments

Oklahoma’s journey to statehood culminated in 1907, marking a new chapter as the 46th state of the United
States. This period was characterized by rapid growth, economic development, and social change.

Statehood in 1907

On November 16, 1907, Oklahoma officially became a state, merging Oklahoma Territory and Indian
Territory. The new state constitution reflected compromises between Native American interests and
settlers, though not without tension. Early state leaders focused on building infrastructure, schools, and
industries to support the growing population.

Oil Boom and Economic Transformation

The discovery of oil in the early 20th century dramatically altered Oklahoma’s economy and demographics.
The Glenn Pool oil field, discovered in 1905, and later finds in Tulsa and Oklahoma City turned the state
into a national energy powerhouse. This boom attracted workers, investors, and entrepreneurs, fueling



urban growth and modernization.

Mid-20th Century Challenges and Progress

Oklahoma’s mid-1900s history reflects both struggles and strides, including social upheavals, economic shifts,
and cultural developments.

The Dust Bowl and Great Depression

During the 1930s, Oklahoma was at the heart of the Dust Bowl, a severe environmental disaster caused by
drought and poor farming practices. Massive dust storms devastated farmland, forcing thousands of families
to migrate westward in search of work. The economic hardship of the Great Depression compounded these
challenges, leaving a lasting impact on the state’s rural communities.

World War II and Postwar Growth

World War II brought new opportunities to Oklahoma, with military bases, manufacturing plants, and oil
production ramping up. After the war, the state experienced suburban expansion, investments in
education, and improvements in infrastructure. This era also saw the beginnings of the civil rights
movement within Oklahoma’s diverse population.

Modern Era: Cultural Renaissance and Economic Diversification

In recent decades, Oklahoma has continued to evolve, balancing its historical roots with modern economic
and cultural growth.

Native American Sovereignty and Cultural Revival

The late 20th and early 21st centuries have witnessed a resurgence of Native American cultural pride and
political influence in Oklahoma. Tribal governments have strengthened their sovereignty, expanded
economic enterprises, and promoted cultural education. Events such as the annual powwows, museums,
and language revitalization efforts highlight this vibrant heritage.



Economic Diversification and Urban Development

While oil remains important, Oklahoma’s economy has diversified into sectors like aerospace,
biotechnology, energy technology, and information services. Cities like Tulsa and Oklahoma City have
invested heavily in revitalization projects, arts, and entertainment, attracting new residents and businesses.
This shift reflects a forward-looking state that honors its past while embracing innovation.

Key Events in the Timeline of Oklahoma History

To better visualize this rich timeline, here are some landmark events that define Oklahoma’s historical
trajectory:

1541: Spanish explorer Coronado passes through the region, encountering Native American tribes.

1830s: Trail of Tears forces relocation of the Five Civilized Tribes to Indian Territory.

1889: The first Oklahoma Land Run opens Unassigned Lands to settlers.

1907: Oklahoma becomes the 46th state of the United States.

1905: Discovery of the Glenn Pool oil field sparks an oil boom.

1930s: Dust Bowl devastates Oklahoma farmland during the Great Depression.

1995: Oklahoma City bombing, a tragic domestic terrorist attack.

2000s-Present: Economic diversification and cultural revitalization efforts gain momentum.

Exploring the timeline of Oklahoma history reveals a state that has faced adversity with resilience and
embraced change while preserving a deep connection to its roots. The story of Oklahoma is one of
endurance, innovation, and cultural richness that continues to unfold every day.

Frequently Asked Questions



When was Oklahoma admitted as a state to the United States?
Oklahoma was admitted as the 46th state of the United States on November 16, 1907.

What significant event happened in Oklahoma in 1830 related to Native
American history?
In 1830, the Indian Removal Act was passed, leading to the forced relocation of Native American tribes to
what is now Oklahoma, known as the Trail of Tears.

What was the Land Run of 1889 and why is it important in Oklahoma
history?
The Land Run of 1889 was when the U.S. government opened up unassigned lands in Oklahoma Territory
for settlement, resulting in a massive rush of settlers claiming land.

When was the Oklahoma Territory officially established?
Oklahoma Territory was officially established in 1890.

What was the Tulsa Race Massacre and when did it occur?
The Tulsa Race Massacre was a violent attack by white mobs on the African American community of
Greenwood in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1921, resulting in widespread destruction and loss of life.

What major oil discovery in Oklahoma significantly impacted its
economy?
The discovery of the Glenn Pool Oil Reserve in 1905 near Tulsa greatly boosted Oklahoma's economy and
contributed to its growth as an oil-producing state.

How did the Dust Bowl affect Oklahoma in the 1930s?
The Dust Bowl caused severe drought and dust storms in the 1930s, devastating Oklahoma's agriculture and
leading to mass migration out of the state.

When was the Oklahoma City bombing and what was its impact?
The Oklahoma City bombing occurred on April 19, 1995, when a truck bomb exploded outside the Alfred
P. Murrah Federal Building, killing 168 people and becoming the deadliest domestic terrorist attack in U.S.
history at the time.



What role did Native American tribes play in Oklahoma's early history?
Native American tribes were the original inhabitants of the region, and many were forcibly relocated
there during the 19th century; they have significantly influenced Oklahoma’s culture, politics, and history.

When was the Oklahoma Constitutional Convention held?
The Oklahoma Constitutional Convention was held in 1906 to draft the state constitution in preparation for
Oklahoma's admission to the Union in 1907.

Additional Resources
Timeline of Oklahoma History: A Detailed Review of the State’s Evolution

timeline of oklahoma history offers a fascinating journey through centuries of cultural, political, and
economic transformation. From its indigenous roots to its status as a modern American state, Oklahoma’s
history is marked by pivotal events that shaped not only its own identity but also contributed to broader
narratives in U.S. history. This article provides a comprehensive and analytical overview of the key
milestones in Oklahoma’s past, integrating relevant historical context and exploring how these events
continue to influence the state today.

The Early History and Indigenous Presence

Before European settlement, the area now known as Oklahoma was home to numerous Native American
tribes, including the Wichita, Osage, and Caddo peoples. These indigenous groups established complex
societies with rich cultural traditions. The timeline of Oklahoma history begins long before statehood, with
the land serving as a crossroads for trade, cultural exchange, and conflict among Native American nations.

The 19th century marked a significant turning point as the U.S. government implemented policies that
forcibly relocated numerous tribes to Indian Territory, primarily within the boundaries of present-day
Oklahoma. The infamous Trail of Tears in the 1830s resulted in the displacement of the Cherokee, Choctaw,
Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole tribes, collectively known as the Five Civilized Tribes. This forced
migration not only altered the demographic landscape but also set the stage for future legal and political
struggles over land and sovereignty.

Indian Territory and the Impact of Forced Relocation

The designation of Oklahoma as Indian Territory had profound consequences. The tribes established
governments, schools, and economies, striving to maintain autonomy despite external pressures. However,



the timeline of Oklahoma history during this period is marked by increasing tensions between Native
Americans and settlers, as well as the U.S. government’s growing interest in opening the land for non-
indigenous settlement.

Settlement and Statehood: The Land Runs and Beyond

One of the most notable events in Oklahoma’s timeline is the series of land runs, beginning with the Land
Run of 1889. This event opened up previously restricted lands to settlers eager to claim plots for farming
and development. Thousands lined up at the borders, ready to stake their claims the moment the signal was
given. This mass settlement accelerated the transformation of the region from Indian Territory to a
territory with growing economic and political influence.

The Land Run of 1889 was followed by other land openings, such as the Land Run of 1893, which opened
the Cherokee Outlet. These events not only reshaped the population but also introduced new challenges
related to land ownership disputes, infrastructure development, and governance.

Oklahoma’s Path to Statehood

Oklahoma officially became the 46th state of the United States on November 16, 1907. The journey to
statehood involved complex negotiations between the Native American tribes, settlers, and federal
authorities. The merging of Oklahoma Territory and Indian Territory into a single state required balancing
the interests of diverse populations and addressing issues related to tribal lands and governance.

The state constitution was progressive for its time, incorporating provisions for public education, labor
rights, and prohibition. However, statehood also marked the beginning of increased restrictions on Native
American sovereignty and the gradual erosion of tribal land holdings.

Economic Development and the Oil Boom

The early 20th century saw Oklahoma emerge as a significant player in the oil industry. The discovery of
oil fields, such as the Glenn Pool in 1905, catalyzed economic growth and attracted investment. This oil
boom transformed Oklahoma’s economy from primarily agricultural to industrial and energy-focused.

The timeline of Oklahoma history during this era is characterized by rapid urbanization, the rise of cities
like Tulsa and Oklahoma City, and the establishment of infrastructure necessary to support the expanding
oil industry. However, this prosperity was not without challenges, including labor disputes and
environmental concerns that foreshadowed modern debates about natural resource management.



The Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921

A dark chapter in Oklahoma’s history occurred in 1921 with the Tulsa Race Massacre, one of the most
devastating racial conflicts in U.S. history. The Greenwood District, known as “Black Wall Street,” was a
thriving African American community that was destroyed by white mobs over several days. This event
highlights the racial tensions that existed amidst economic growth and modernization in Oklahoma.

The massacre had long-lasting effects on the African American population and remains a critical point of
reflection in the state’s timeline of history, influencing contemporary discussions on racial justice and
reconciliation.

Modern Developments and Cultural Contributions

Post-World War II, Oklahoma continued to evolve socially, economically, and politically. The state
diversified its economy beyond oil and agriculture into manufacturing, aerospace, and technology sectors.
Educational institutions expanded and cultural institutions flourished, reflecting a growing recognition of
Oklahoma’s unique heritage.

Oklahoma’s timeline of history in the late 20th and early 21st centuries also includes significant political
milestones, such as the election of Native American leaders to state and national offices, and the increasing
visibility of Oklahoma’s indigenous cultures in public life.

Expansion of higher education and research universities

Growth in aerospace and defense industries

Preservation and promotion of Native American heritage

Urban revitalization projects in Tulsa and Oklahoma City

Natural Disasters and Resilience

Oklahoma’s geographic location places it in Tornado Alley, making it prone to severe weather events. The
timeline of Oklahoma history includes numerous natural disasters that have tested the resilience of its
communities. From the devastating Dust Bowl of the 1930s, which severely impacted agriculture and
livelihoods, to more recent tornado outbreaks, these events have shaped state policies on disaster



preparedness and response.

Conclusion: The Continuing Evolution of Oklahoma’s Identity

The timeline of Oklahoma history reveals a complex tapestry of cultural resilience, economic
transformation, and social challenges. From indigenous civilizations and forced relocations to land runs, oil
booms, and urban growth, each period has contributed to the multifaceted identity of the state.
Understanding this timeline is essential not only for historians but also for policymakers, educators, and
residents seeking to appreciate the legacies that continue to influence Oklahoma’s present and future.

As Oklahoma continues to navigate the 21st century, its history serves as both a foundation and a guide,
highlighting the importance of balancing progress with respect for its diverse peoples and environments.
The state’s ongoing commitment to honoring its past while embracing innovation underscores the dynamic
nature of its historical timeline.
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activities.
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in workplaces, or as citizens in communities. Through inquiry-based teaching, school librarians help
students to build the essential skills and understandings needed for dealing with complex learning
challenges, including analysis, critical thinking, and problem solving. In this book, special attention
is given to the development of students’ metacognitive abilities, which are essential to their
becoming life-long and life-wide learners.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Oklahoma, Our Home Gibbs Smith, Publisher, 2006-09-05
Oklahoma, Our Home is a 4th grade Oklahoma history textbook. The outline for this book is based on
the Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) for social studies and teaches history, people
in societies, geography, economics, government, citizenship rights and responsibilities, and social
studies skills and methods. The book places the state's historical events in the context of our nation's
history. The student edition has many features such as Words to Understand, timelines, Oklahoma
Portraits, In-Text activities, Linking the Past to the Present, and What Do You Think? discussion
questions deliver the content in an effective and inviting way, making history come to life. TABLE OF
CONTENTS Chapter 1 History Close to Home Chapter 2 The Land We Call Home Chapter 3 The
First Oklahomans Chapter 4 The Great Encounter Chapter 5 Indian Territory Chapter 6 War and
Peace in Indian Territory Chapter 7 From Open Range to Farmland Chapter 8 Green Pastures and
Black Gold Chapter 9 Statehood! The First 40 Years Chapter 10 Modern Oklahoma Chapter 11
Government for All of Us Chapter 12 Making a Living in Oklahoma
  timeline of oklahoma history: Oklahoma Guy Baldwin, Joyce Hart, 2010 Oklahoma is a land of
great variety, both in its landscape and in its people. From its rocky mountains to its sleep valleys,
from marshy wetlands to dusty deserts, from the hundreds of lakes to some of the largest fields of
grassy prairie land, Oklahoma is unique. It is a land of cowboys and oil rigs, prairie dogs and vast
fields of gypsum that brightly reflect the sun like glass. In all of Oklahoma's variety, it is an
interesting state to visit and an exciting state to call home. Book jacket.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Exploring Oklahoma Through Project-Based Learning Carole
Marsh, 2016-06-01 Exploring Oklahoma through Project-Based Leaning includes 50 well-thought-out
projects designed for grades 3-5. In assigning your students projects that dig into OklahomaÕs
geography, history, government, economy, current events, and famous people, you will deepen their
appreciation and understanding of Oklahoma while simultaneously improving their analytical skills
and ability to recognize patterns and big-picture themes. Project-based learning today is much
different than the craft-heavy classroom activities popular in the past. Inquiry, planning, research,
collaboration, and analysis are key components of project-based learning activities today. However,
that doesnÕt mean creativity, individual expression, and fun are out. They definitely arenÕt! Each
project is designed to help students gain important knowledge and skills that are derived from
standards and key concepts at the heart of academic subject areas. Students are asked to analyze
and solve problems, to gather and interpret data, to develop and evaluate solutions, to support their
answers with evidence, to think critically in a sustained way, and to use their newfound knowledge
to formulate new questions worthy of exploring. While some projects are more complex and take
longer than others, they all are set up in the same structure. Each begins with the central
project-driving questions, proceeds through research and supportive questions, has the student
choose a presentation option, and ends with a broader-view inquiry. Rubrics for reflection and
assessments are included, too. This consistent framework will make it easier for you assign projects
and for your students to follow along and consistently meet expectations. Encourage your students
to take charge of their projects as much as possible. As a teacher, you can act as a facilitator and
guide. The projects are structured such that students can often work through the process on their
own or through cooperation with their classmates. The 12 Photos/Pictures for West Virginia
includes: ¥ JOHN BROWN, Abolitionist Who Led Raid on Harpers Ferry Armory ¥ WAITMAN T.
WILLEY, U.S. Senator ¥ MARTIN R. DELANY, Abolitionist, Doctor, and Writer ¥ FRANCIS H.
PIERPONT, Known as the ÒFather of West VirginiaÓ ¥ ARTHUR I. BOREMAN, First Governor of
West Virginia ¥ THOMAS ÒSTONEWALLÓ JACKSON, Confederate General During the Civil War ¥
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, Influential Educator and Civil Rights Leader ¥ LENNA LOWE YOST,



WomenÕs Suffrage Activist ¥ CHUCK YEAGER, Air Force Test Pilot Who Broke the Sound Barrier ¥
HOMER HICKAM, Author of Book Made Into the Movie October Sky¥ SHELLY MOORE CAPITO,
First Female U.S. Senator from West Virginia ¥ MARY LOU RETTON, Gymnast Who Won Five
Olympic Medals
  timeline of oklahoma history: The Oklahoma Hot Air Balloon Mystery Carole Marsh, 1994
  timeline of oklahoma history: Timelines of American Literature Cody Marrs, Christopher
Hager, 2019-01-29 A collection of engaging essays that seeks to uniquely reperiodize American
literature. It is all but inevitable for literary history to be divided into periods. Early American,
antebellum, modern, post-1945—such designations organize our knowledge of the past and shape
the ways we discuss that past today. These periods tend to align with the watershed moments in
American history, even as the field has shifted its perspective away from the nation-state. It is high
time we rethink these defining periods of American literary history, as the drawing of literary
timelines is a necessary—even illuminating—practice. In these short, spirited, and imaginative
essays, 23 leading Americanists gamely fashion new, unorthodox literary periods—from 600 B.C.E.
to the present, from the Age of Van Buren to the Age of Microeconomics. They bring to light literary
and cultural histories that have been obscured by traditional timelines and raise provocative
questions. What is our definition of modernism if we imagine it stretching from 1865 to 1965 instead
of 1890 to 1945? How does the captivity narrative change when we consider it as a contemporary,
not just a colonial, genre? What does the course of American literature look like set against the
backdrop of federal denials of Native sovereignty or housing policies that exacerbated segregation?
Filled with challenges to scholars, inspirations for teachers (anchored by an appendix of syllabi), and
entry points for students, Timelines of American Literature gathers some of the most exciting new
work in the field to showcase the revelatory potential of fresh thinking about how we organize the
literary past.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Oklahoma Julie Murray, 2012-09-01 Invite your students to
explore the state of Oklahoma in this comprehensive title! Informative, easy-to-read text draws in
reluctant readers, while vibrant, oversized photos showcase the beauty and diversity of this state.
Readers journey through Oklahoma as they learn about its history, cities, land features, animals,
industries, famous people, and more! A Tour Book spread highlights kid-friendly things to do in
Oklahoma. Other features include a table of contents, fact boxes, a timeline, regional and state
maps, a facts page with vital information, a glossary with phonetic spellings, and an index.
Up-to-date population statistics are taken from the 2010 US census. In this title, students will find
valuable information for first reports! Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state
standards. Big Buddy Books is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Oklahoma's Atticus Hunter Howe Cates, 2019 An Oklahoma
Bestseller Tulsa, Oklahoma, 1953: an impoverished Cherokee named Buster Youngwolfe confesses to
brutally raping and murdering his eleven-year-old female relative. When Youngwolfe recants his
confession, saying he was forced to confess by the authorities, his city condemns him, except for one
man--public defender and Creek Indian Elliott Howe. Recognizing in Youngwolfe the life that could
have been his if not for a few lucky breaks, Howe risks his career to defend Youngwolfe against the
powerful county attorney's office. Forgotten today, the sensational story of the murder,
investigation, and trial made headlines nationwide. Oklahoma's Atticus is a tale of two cities--oil-rich
downtown Tulsa and the dirt-poor slums of north Tulsa; of two newspapers--each taking different
sides in the trial; and of two men both born poor Native Americans, but whose lives took drastically
different paths. Hunter Howe Cates explores his grandfather's story, both a true-crime murder
mystery and a legal thriller. Oklahoma's Atticus is full of colorful characters, from the
seventy-two-year-old mystic who correctly predicted where the body was buried, to the Kansas City
police sergeant who founded one of America's most advanced forensics labs and pioneered the use
of lie detector evidence, to the ambitious assistant county attorney who would rise to become the
future governor of Oklahoma. At the same time, it is a story that explores issues that still divide our
nation: police brutality and corruption; the effects of poverty, inequality, and racism in criminal



justice; the power of the media to drive and shape public opinion; and the primacy of the
presumption of innocence. Oklahoma's Atticus is an inspiring true underdog story of unity, courage,
and justice that invites readers to confront their own preconceived notions of guilt and innocence.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Oklahoma Vanessa Brown, 2005-12-15 Provides a brief
overview of the state of Oklahoma, covering information about state facts, important events, and
famous people.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Oklahoma Tumbleweeds Marsha Schemmer Blake, 2010-11-04
Fights. Snake stories. Dishonest horse traders. Frightening experiences in Indian Territory.
Shootouts between lawmen and outlaws. Fording or ferrying every river and creek between the
Kansas and Texas borders. Traveling in a covered wagon. A tent, a lean-to or a wagon to call home.
Receiving your schooling in the out-of-doors. Share those adventures with pioneers who lived them.
The Barrett family's wayfaring from Twin Territory days into statehood. Stories from before 1890
through 1920.
  timeline of oklahoma history: My First Pocket Guide About Oklahoma Carole Marsh,
2011-03-01 The perfect reference guide for students in grades 3 and up - or anyone! This handy,
easy-to-use reference guide is divided into seven color-coded sections which includes Oklahoma
basic facts, geography, history, people, places, nature and miscellaneous information. Each section
is color coded for easy recognition. This Pocket Guide comes with complete and comprehensive facts
ALL about Oklahoma. Riddles, recipes, and surprising facts make this guide a delight! Oklahoma
Basics section explores your state's symbols and their special meaning. Oklahoma Geography section
digs up the what's where in Oklahoma. Oklahoma History section is like traveling through time to
some of Oklahoma's greatest moments. Oklahoma People section introduces you to famous
personalities and your next-door neighbors. Oklahoma Places section shows you where you might
enjoy your next family vacation. Oklahoma Nature section tells what Mother Nature gave to
Oklahoma. Oklahoma Miscellaneous section describes the real fun stuff ALL about Oklahoma.
  timeline of oklahoma history: 2003-2004 Oklahoma Almanac Ann Hamilton, 2005
  timeline of oklahoma history: The Selected Works of Ora Eddleman Reed Ora Eddleman
Reed, Kirby Brown, 2024-02-22 The Selected Works of Ora Eddleman Reed collects the writings of
Ora Eddleman Reed with an introduction that contextualizes her as an author, a publishing pioneer,
a New Woman, and a person with a complicated lineage. Little Writer Ora V. Eddleman (pseudonym
Mignon Schreiber) was only eighteen when she published her first work in the Indian Territory
newspaper Twin Territories, which she edited for much of its brief run. This publication promoted
the literary works of Muskogee Creek poet Chinnubbie Harjo (Alexander Posey), Cherokee historian
Joshua Ross, and Muskogee Creek chief Pleasant Porter. In the advice column What the Curious
Want to Know, Eddleman Reed answered readers from around the country who had ignorant
impressions of Indian Territory (and whose questions, notably, she did not include). Such columns
were accompanied by pieces that amount to some of the earliest Native historiography by an
American woman claiming Indigenous heritage. Twin Territories was directed at both Natives and
non-Natives and had a national readership. The heterogeneous form of the newspaper gave room for
healthy internal debate on controversial ideas like Indigenous sovereignty and assimilation,
affirming Native Americans as a significant, diverse collective. In this first book of Eddleman Reed's
work, Cari M. Carpenter and Karen L. Kilcup revive the writings of an important author, publisher,
and activist for Cherokee rights.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Belle Starr Michael Wallis, 2025-06-24 In this definitive
biography of the most infamous female outlaw of the nineteenth century, best-selling historian
Michael Wallis challenges a notorious legacy. In the annals of legendary Wild West desperadoes,
Belle Starr is remembered to this day as the Bandit Queen. Shortly after her murder in 1889, a
highly romanticized, sensational book titled Bella Starr ... The Bandit Queen, or the Female Jesse
James was published—the first in a series of high-profile portraits to brand Starr as a villain. Now,
celebrated author Michael Wallis parses over a century of mythmaking to reveal the woman behind
the renegade legend. Wielding compelling research, including correspondence, official records, and



contemporary newspaper accounts, Wallis traces Starr’s beginnings to Carthage, Missouri, where
she was born Myra Maibelle Shirley in 1848 and was classically educated to be a Southern belle.
Myra’s early years were characterized by the chaotic violence of the Civil War—she was traumatized
by the death of her brother, who was killed riding with “bushwhackers,” one of the many insurgent
guerilla groups supporting the Confederate Army. From then on, she swore revenge against all
Yankees and became a willing “friend to any brave and gallant outlaw.” The crimes committed by
Starr’s innermost circle—stagecoach stickups, bank robbery, horse theft—would take her from
war-torn Carthage to rollicking Scyene, Texas, until she finally settled in Indian Territory (present
Oklahoma). And although Starr indeed ran in the same circles as notorious outlaws Jesse James and
the Younger brothers, the crimes ascribed to her were greatly embellished—including the fact that
the allegedly bloodthirsty Starr more than likely never killed a single person. Turning a redemptive
eye to Belle Starr’s tarnished legacy, Wallis crafts an illuminating portrait of a woman demonized for
refusing to accept the genteel Victorian ideals expected of her, a woman who chose instead to live
her life outside the law, riding sidesaddle with a pearl-handled Colt .45 strapped to her hip.
  timeline of oklahoma history: The Great Oklahoma Swindle Russell Cobb, 2020 This
unflinching look at Oklahoma's singular past helpfully fills in lesser-known aspects of the historical
record.--Publishers Weekly An Oklahoma Bestseller 2021 Director's Award in the Oklahoma Book
Awards Board of Directors Award for special merit Interweaving memoir, social commentary, and
sometimes surprising research around the themes of race, religion, and politics, Cobb presents an
insightful portrait that will make you rethink everything you thought you knew about the American
Heartland. Look down as you buzz across America, and Oklahoma looks like another flyover state. A
closer inspection, however, reveals one of the most tragic, fascinating, and unpredictable places in
the United States. Over the span of a century, Oklahoma gave birth to movements for an African
American homeland, a vibrant Socialist Party, armed rebellions of radical farmers, and an
insurrection by a man called Crazy Snake. In the same era, the state saw numerous oil booms, one of
which transformed the small town of Tulsa into the oil capital of the world. Add to the chaos one of
the nation's worst episodes of racial violence, a statewide takeover by the Ku Klux Klan, and the rise
of a paranoid far-right agenda by a fundamentalist preacher named Billy James Hargis and you have
the recipe for America's most paradoxical state. Far from being a placid place in the heart of Flyover
Country, Oklahoma has been a laboratory for all kinds of social, political, and artistic movements,
producing a singular list of weirdos, geniuses, and villains. In The Great Oklahoma Swindle Russell
Cobb tells the story of a state rich in natural resources and artistic talent, yet near the bottom in
education and social welfare. Raised in Tulsa, Cobb engages Oklahomans across the boundaries of
race and class to hear their troubles, anxieties, and aspirations and delves deep to understand their
contradictory and often stridently independent attitudes.
  timeline of oklahoma history: Oklahoma Timeline Carole Marsh, 1998
  timeline of oklahoma history: American Book Publishing Record , 2007
  timeline of oklahoma history: The World of Indigenous North America Robert Warrior,
2014-12-05 The World of Indigenous North America is a comprehensive look at issues that concern
indigenous people in North America. Though no single volume can cover every tribe and every issue
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