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The Best of Nirvana Bass: Exploring the Iconic Grooves That Shaped Grunge

the best of nirvana bass lines are more than just background rhythm; they are the
heartbeat of one of the most influential bands in rock history. Nirvana’s raw sound, fueled
by Kurt Cobain’s distinct guitar riffs and Dave Grohl’s powerful drumming, was undeniably
iconic—but Krist Novoselic’s bass playing played a crucial role in defining their music’s
depth and intensity. Whether you’re a bassist, a fan, or simply curious about what makes
Nirvana’s bass work so compelling, this article dives into the nuances of some of the best
bass moments in their catalog and why they continue to resonate decades later.

The Role of Bass in Nirvana’s Sound

Nirvana’s music is often characterized by its grunge aesthetic—distorted guitars, dynamic
shifts, and emotionally charged vocals. However, the bass guitar is what grounds these
elements, offering a counterbalance and groove that holds everything together. Krist
Novoselic’s approach wasn’t flashy or overly complex, but it was effective and integral to
the band’s sound.

Unlike many bassists who rely on technical solos or intricate fingerwork, Novoselic’s style
focused on complementary rhythms and melodic support. His bass lines often emphasize
the root notes but incorporate subtle variations that add mood and texture. This approach
allows the bass to enhance the emotional weight of songs without overpowering the other
instruments.

The Power of Simplicity: Why Less Is More

One reason the best of Nirvana bass tracks stand out is because of their simplicity. Take
the bass line in “Smells Like Teen Spirit” for example—it’s straightforward but instantly
recognizable. The repetitive, driving pattern creates a hypnotic effect, locking in tightly with
the drums and giving the song its relentless energy.

This simplicity also makes it accessible for new bass players trying to learn Nirvana’s songs.
The emphasis lies not in flashy techniques but in feel and timing, which is a valuable lesson
for musicians across genres.

Iconic Bass Lines That Define Nirvana

Some bass parts in Nirvana’s discography have become legendary, not just among fans but
also within the broader music community. Let’s explore a few of these standout examples.



“Come As You Are” – A Melodic Bass Groove

While the guitar riff in “Come As You Are” gets a lot of attention, the bass line is equally
important for setting the song’s eerie and laid-back vibe. Novoselic’s bass follows the
melody closely but adds subtle slides and variations that enrich the sonic landscape. This
track showcases how the bass can be melodic and supportive without overshadowing the
vocals or guitar.

“In Bloom” – Driving the Verse

“In Bloom” features a walking bass line that perfectly complements the song’s upbeat
tempo. The bass rhythm pushes the song forward, creating momentum that contrasts with
Cobain’s vocal delivery. This interplay between rhythm and melody is a hallmark of
Nirvana’s songwriting, and Novoselic’s bass work is key to achieving that balance.

“Lithium” – Dynamic Bass Playing

Perhaps one of the most dynamic examples of Nirvana bass is found in “Lithium.” The song
alternates between soft verses and explosive choruses, and the bass mirrors these shifts
beautifully. During the verses, the bass is subdued and minimal, creating tension. When the
chorus hits, Novoselic’s bass becomes more aggressive, adding to the overall catharsis.
This dynamic playing underscores the emotional rollercoaster that defines much of
Nirvana’s music.

Techniques and Gear Behind the Best of Nirvana
Bass

Understanding the gear and playing techniques Krist Novoselic used can give aspiring
bassists insight into how to capture a similar vibe. Novoselic’s tone is characterized by its
rawness and punch, which was achieved through a combination of his instrument choice,
amplification, and playing style.

Krist Novoselic’s Bass Setup

Novoselic often played Fender Precision and Jazz basses, known for their warm, thick tones
that suit grunge music well. He favored a slightly overdriven sound, which added grit
without sacrificing clarity. His amplification typically involved Ampeg amps, which provide a
classic, powerful bass tone recognized across rock music.



Playing Style: Groove and Feel Over Complexity

Instead of fast fingerwork or slap techniques, Novoselic focused on locking in with the
drummer and emphasizing rhythm. His use of downstrokes and occasional slides gave the
bass a punchy attack, perfect for driving Nirvana’s songs. He wasn’t afraid to let notes ring
out or to hold back when the song called for it, demonstrating a mature sense of dynamics.

Why the Best of Nirvana Bass Still Inspires
Today’s Musicians

Even years after Nirvana’s prime, Krist Novoselic’s bass lines continue to inspire bassists
and musicians worldwide. This enduring appeal stems from several factors.

Emotional Connection Through Minimalism

Novoselic’s bass work shows that emotional depth doesn’t require complexity. The
straightforward, heartfelt bass lines allow listeners to connect with the music on a primal
level. This approach encourages musicians to focus on feeling and expression, rather than
technical showmanship.

Influence on Grunge and Alternative Rock

Nirvana helped popularize the grunge movement, and their bass sound became a template
for many bands that followed. The way Novoselic balanced melody and rhythm influenced
countless bass players in alternative rock and beyond, proving that the bass guitar can be
both foundational and expressive.

Lessons for Aspiring Bassists

For those learning bass, the best of Nirvana bass offers valuable lessons in restraint,
groove, and songcraft. Instead of trying to stand out with flashy playing, Novoselic teaches
the importance of serving the song. His bass lines demonstrate how thoughtful note choice
and timing can elevate a track.

Rediscovering Nirvana’s Bass Lines: Tips for Bass
Players

If you’re interested in playing the best of Nirvana bass parts, here are some helpful tips to
get you started:



Focus on Timing: Many of Nirvana’s bass lines rely on tight synchronization with the
drums. Practice with a metronome or backing tracks to lock in the groove.

Emphasize Dynamics: Notice how the bass varies between soft, subdued passages
and louder, aggressive sections. Experiment with your attack and volume to match
the song’s mood.

Use Slides and Hammer-Ons: Novoselic often incorporated simple embellishments
like slides and hammer-ons to add character without overcomplicating the line.

Keep It Simple: Resist the urge to add unnecessary notes. Focus on the root notes
and let the rhythm guide your playing.

Listen Closely: Spend time listening to isolated bass tracks or live performances to
understand Novoselic’s tone and phrasing.

Exploring these elements will not only help you nail Nirvana’s bass parts but also develop a
deeper appreciation for how bass supports rock music in general.

---

Nirvana’s bass lines, while often understated, are a fundamental component of the band’s
lasting legacy. The best of Nirvana bass showcases the power of simplicity, groove, and
emotional resonance in music. Whether you’re revisiting classic albums or learning to play
their songs, Krist Novoselic’s bass work remains a shining example of how the bass guitar
can shape the sound and spirit of a generation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes Krist Novoselic's bass playing stand out in
Nirvana's music?
Krist Novoselic's bass playing stands out due to its deep, melodic lines that complement
Kurt Cobain's guitar riffs, providing a solid rhythmic foundation while adding subtle
complexity to Nirvana's grunge sound.

Which Nirvana songs feature the best bass lines?
Some of the best Nirvana songs with notable bass lines include "Come As You Are," "Smells
Like Teen Spirit," "In Bloom," "Lithium," and "Heart-Shaped Box," where the bass drives the
groove and enhances the overall dynamics.

What bass guitar did Krist Novoselic primarily use



during Nirvana's peak years?
Krist Novoselic primarily used a Gibson Ripper bass guitar during Nirvana's peak years,
known for its powerful tone and versatility, which contributed significantly to the band's
distinctive sound.

How has Nirvana's bass playing influenced modern rock
and grunge music?
Nirvana's bass playing, characterized by its simplicity, energy, and melodic approach, has
influenced modern rock and grunge by encouraging bassists to focus on rhythm and groove
that support the song's emotion and intensity rather than technical complexity.

Are there any notable live performances showcasing
the best of Nirvana's bass work?
Yes, Nirvana's MTV Unplugged in New York performance is highly regarded for showcasing
Krist Novoselic's bass work in an acoustic setting, highlighting his ability to adapt his
playing style and bring out the nuances of Nirvana's songs.

Additional Resources
The Best of Nirvana Bass: Exploring the Iconic Low-End Sound of Grunge’s Pioneers

the best of nirvana bass captures a pivotal element of the band’s distinctive sound, one
that helped define the grunge movement of the early 1990s. While Kurt Cobain’s guitar and
vocals often dominate conversations about Nirvana’s music, the basslines — primarily
delivered by Krist Novoselic — are equally essential in crafting the band’s raw, powerful
aesthetic. This article dives deep into the best of Nirvana bass, analyzing its role, style, and
impact on both the band’s legacy and the broader rock landscape.

The Role of Bass in Nirvana’s Sound

Often, the bass guitar in rock bands serves as a background instrument, locking in rhythm
and supporting harmonic structure without drawing much attention. However, Nirvana’s
approach to bass was more nuanced. Krist Novoselic’s playing provided a crucial
counterbalance to Cobain’s jagged guitar riffs, anchoring the songs with a sense of depth
and groove that helped propel tracks from mere noise to anthemic masterpieces.

Novoselic’s bass work is characterized by its simplicity and effectiveness. Rather than
flashy solos or complex runs, he focused on solid, memorable basslines that emphasized
the emotional undercurrents of the songs. This approach was vital in tracks like “Smells
Like Teen Spirit,” where the steady, driving bass riff underpins the chaotic energy of the
guitars and drums.



Krist Novoselic’s Bass Playing Style

Novoselic’s style can be described as minimalist yet impactful. He often employed a pick to
achieve a sharper attack, cutting through the dense mix. His tone was thick and warm,
achieved through a combination of his choice of bass guitars and amplification settings.
Notably, Novoselic favored Fender basses, including the Fender Jazz Bass and Fender
Precision Bass, known for their versatile tonal range and reliability.

Unlike many bassists who aim for virtuosity, Novoselic’s playing emphasized feel and
groove. He was adept at locking in with drummer Dave Grohl’s powerful rhythms, creating
a rhythm section that was as much about momentum as melody. This synergy is especially
evident in live performances, where the bass provides a grounding presence amidst the
band’s intensity.

Iconic Nirvana Songs Highlighting the Best of
Bass

To truly appreciate the best of Nirvana bass, it’s essential to examine specific songs where
the bass work stands out, either through melodic creativity or rhythmic foundation.

“Smells Like Teen Spirit”

Arguably Nirvana’s most famous track, “Smells Like Teen Spirit” features a bassline that is
deceptively simple but incredibly effective. The bass follows the main riff closely but adds
subtle variations that inject energy and movement. Novoselic’s tone here is punchy and
clear, cutting through the distorted guitars and driving the song forward with relentless
force.

“Come As You Are”

In contrast to the frantic energy of “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” “Come As You Are” showcases
a more melodic bass approach. The bassline here is prominent, weaving a hypnotic motif
that complements Cobain’s vocal melody. The interplay between bass and guitar in this
track demonstrates Novoselic’s ability to craft lines that are both supportive and
melodically interesting.

“In Bloom”

“In Bloom” is another track where the bass shines by reinforcing the song’s dynamic shifts.
Novoselic’s bass follows the driving rhythm during the verses and then becomes more
aggressive and assertive in the choruses, mirroring the band’s push-pull dynamic. This
adaptability highlights the importance of bass in shaping the emotional contours of



Nirvana’s music.

The Technical Aspects Behind Nirvana’s Bass
Sound

Understanding the best of Nirvana bass also involves a look at the equipment and recording
techniques that contributed to its distinct character.

Bass Gear and Tone

Krist Novoselic’s primary instruments were Fender Jazz and Precision basses, prized for
their balanced tonal qualities. The Precision Bass offers a thicker, more robust sound, while
the Jazz Bass provides clarity and articulation. Novoselic’s use of both allowed him to tailor
his tone depending on the song’s needs.

Amplification-wise, Novoselic favored Ampeg SVT bass amps, known for their powerful
output and rich low end. This gear choice helped the bass maintain presence over heavily
distorted guitars and energetic drumming.

Recording Techniques

In the studio, producer Butch Vig and engineer Steve Albini played significant roles in
capturing Nirvana’s bass sound. The recording aimed to preserve the natural warmth and
punch of Novoselic’s playing without overprocessing. Techniques included close-miking the
bass amp and blending it with direct input signals to achieve clarity and depth.

This balance is evident on the album *Nevermind*, where the bass emerges as a prominent
voice rather than a buried layer, a production choice that was somewhat unconventional for
grunge and alternative rock at the time.

The Influence of Nirvana’s Bass on Subsequent
Music

The best of Nirvana bass did not merely serve the band’s immediate sound but influenced
generations of musicians and bassists across genres. Novoselic’s style demonstrated that
bass playing could be both foundational and creatively expressive without resorting to
complexity or technical flamboyance.

Many post-grunge and alternative rock bands adopted similar bass approaches, focusing on
groove and feel rather than intricate solos. Moreover, the prominence of bass in Nirvana’s
mixes encouraged producers and engineers to give the instrument a more balanced role in



rock music overall.

Legacy in Modern Bass Playing

Krist Novoselic’s work is often cited in bass tutorials and music education as an example of
effective restraint and musicality. His lines are accessible to beginners yet offer enough
subtlety to satisfy seasoned players. This balance makes the best of Nirvana bass a
valuable study subject for anyone interested in the intersection of rock music’s raw energy
and melodic sensibility.

Pros and Cons of Nirvana’s Bass Approach

Evaluating the best of Nirvana bass also involves recognizing its strengths and limitations
within the context of the band’s artistic objectives.

Pros: The bass is integral to the band’s sound without overshadowing other elements;
Novoselic’s playing is rhythmically solid and melodically tasteful; the tone is warm and
powerful, contributing to the overall grunge aesthetic.

Cons: The simplicity of the basslines may seem repetitive to those seeking technical
virtuosity; limited use of effects or experimental techniques could be viewed as
conservative by some musicians.

Nonetheless, these characteristics align with Nirvana’s ethos of raw authenticity and
emotional directness.

The best of Nirvana bass remains a testament to how restraint and musical intention can
elevate an instrument from background support to a defining feature of a band’s sound.
Krist Novoselic’s contributions continue to resonate not only through Nirvana’s timeless
catalog but also in the broader currents of rock music history.

The Best Of Nirvana Bass
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legend's incredible work on 14 tracks: Barbary Coast * Birdland * Black Market * Cannonball *
Harlequin * Havona * Palladium * Port of Entry * Punk Jazz * A Remark You Made * River People *
Slang * Speechless * Teen Town.
  the best of nirvana bass: Best of Marcus Miller (Songbook) Marcus Miller, 2009-04-01
(Bass Recorded Versions). 23 transcriptions from Grammy-winning bassist and session player
extraordinare Marcus Miller, including: Big Time * Could It Be You * Ethiopia * Forevermore *
Funny * Maputo * Nikki's Groove * Tutu * What Is Hip * and more.
  the best of nirvana bass: Fretboard Theory Desi Serna, 2008-11 Do you love sitting at home
playing guitar, but find yourself playing the same old things over and over without making much
progress? When other musicians invite you to jam, do you worry that you won’t be able to keep up?
Are you a veteran guitarist who has played for years, but you’re embarrassed to admit you have no
idea what you’re doing? If you want to take your guitar playing to the next level, compose songs like
you hear on the radio, and improvise your own music, then you need Fretboard Theory. Fretboard
Theory by Desi Serna teaches music theory for guitar including scales, chords, progressions, modes
and more. The hands-on approach to theory shows you how music works on the guitar fretboard by
visualizing shapes and patterns and how they connect to make music. Content includes: * Learn
pentatonic and major scale patterns as used to play melodies, riffs, solos, and bass lines * Move
beyond basic chords and common barre chords by playing the types of chord inversions and chord
voicings used by music's most famous players * Chart guitar chord progressions and play by
numbers like the pros * Identify correct scales to play over chords and progressions so you can
improvise at will * Create new sounds with music modes and get to know Ionian, Dorian, Phrygian,
Lydian, Mixolydian, Aeolian and Locrian * Add variety to your playing by using intervals such as
thirds, fourths, and sixths * Increase your chord vocabulary by using added chord tones and
extensions to play chord types such as major 7, minor 7, sus2, sus4, add9, and more * Learn how all
the different aspects of music fit together to make a great song * See how theory relates to popular
styles of music and familiar songs Fretboard Theory will have you mastering music like a pro easier
and faster than you ever thought possible. Plus, it's the ONLY GUITAR THEORY RESOURCE in the
world that includes important details to hundreds of popular songs. You learn how to play in the
style of pop, rock, acoustic, blues, and more! This guitar instruction is perfect whether you want to
jam, compose or just understand the music you play better. The material is suitable for both acoustic
and electric guitar, plus it features many references to bass. Level: Recommended for intermediate
level players on up. Video Fretboard Theory is also available as a 21-hour video series that is sold
separately on the author's GuitarMusicTheory.com website. Visit the website and sign up for email
lessons to sample the footage. Fretboard Theory Volume II When you're ready to take your playing
to the next level, get the second book in the series, Fretboard Theory Volume II, which is also
available as a 12-hour video series.
  the best of nirvana bass: Nirvana Marc Burrows, 2025-02-10 Nirvana's meteoric rise and
tragic end, details their impact on music with a day-by-day account. After Nirvana, everything
changed. Kurt Cobain and his band ushered in a new era in music, bringing the authenticity of US
underground punk to mainstream rock audiences. Award-winning biographer and music critic Marc
Burrows dives into the world of Nirvana, providing an exhaustive day-by-day account of the lifespan
of the band, from their early days touring the dive bars of the Pacific North-West through the release
of �Smells Like Teen Spirit' and Nevermind, the dark masterpiece of In Utero and Kurt Cobain�s
tragic death in 1994. The timeline is augmented by hyper-detailed footnotes, diving deep into the
songs and albums, the impact and the fascinating unexplored corners of one of the most exciting and
impactful bands that have ever been.
  the best of nirvana bass: The Bassist's Bible Tim Boomer, Mick Berry, 2009-07-01 The
incredible diversity of the bass guitar is revealed in this all-inclusive style guide. Each chapter
covers particular styles or families of styles, gradually introducing players to techniques that will
allow them to get the most out of their instrument and easily increase their bass repertoire. More
than 400 bass grooves are presented, spanning an excess of 100 styles that musicians can follow



along with on each of the two accompanying CDs. In addition to techniques for mastering the
various styles, historical information about how they developed is included, giving players a
one-of-a-kind opportunity to be true masters of the bass guitar.
  the best of nirvana bass: Nirvana - Uncensored On the Record ,
  the best of nirvana bass: Swedish Death Metal Daniel Ekeroth, 2008 Includes A-Z of
Swedish death metal bands - encyclopedia, with band histories and performers.
  the best of nirvana bass: Nirvana William E Spevack, 2024-10-31 Despite being active for less
than a decade and releasing just three studio albums during their short tenure, Nirvana’s
overwhelming musical and cultural impact on the world cannot be understated. Within such a
narrow timespan, the famous trio made themselves synonymous with what came to be known as
grunge; a potent mix of melodic punk and heavy metal that evolved in America in the mid-1980s.
Combined with the band’s anti-glam, battered image and Kurt Cobain’s lyrical themes of social
alienation and world apathy, Nirvana rallied the youth with anthemic, head-banging singalongs and
introspective dirges, providing a haven for those feeling lost and abject. Thirty years after the
shocking death of Kurt Cobain, Nirvana still dominate the musical conversation and their influence
continues to be far-reaching. This book aims to justify such a strong legacy with a detailed analysis
of every song from Nirvana’s three studio albums, as well as non-album singles, B-sides and any
other outliers. In addition, tracks from live and compilation albums will be considered in this
appraisal of a band that managed to showcase so much in such little time. They only reveal more as
the years go by – as this assessment will prove. William E. Spevack has been published in the
magazines Laptop, CPU, and PC Upgrade as well as the music website AlternativeNation.net. His
first book, Keep On Shining: A Guide Through the Music of Love & Arthur Lee, was published in
December 2021, and the wrote Green Day On Track for Sonicbond Publishing in 2023. He is a Bard
graduate and a passionate music fan, who enjoys writing about music, playing sports, playing
keyboards and reading music history books that focus on the music specifically. He lives in New
York City.
  the best of nirvana bass: Guitar World Presents Nirvana and the Grunge Revolution Nirvana,
1998-10-01 (Guitar World Presents). In a relatively short time span, grunge music exploded out of its
native Seattle and became the most dominant force of the early '90s. Groundbreaking bands like
Nirvana, Pearl Jam, Soundgarden and Alice in Chains introduced a generation of young rock fans to
their grainy, hard-edged brand of modern metal. The rise to prominence for these and other grunge
monsters is detailed here, in Guitar World Presents Nirvana and the Grunge Revolution . The first
section of the book serves as a tribute to the late Nirvana guitarist Kurt Cobain. It features revealing
interviews with Cobain, a behind-the-scenes look at Nirvana's legendary MTV Unplugged
performance, and an insider's guide to the making of their groundbreaking album, Nevermind . In
addition, the book features interviews with many others who played key roles in the Seattle sound
explosion, including Pearl Jam's Stone Gossard and Mike McCready, Alice in Chains' Jerry Cantrell
and Soundgarden's Kim Thayil and Chris Cornell.
  the best of nirvana bass: SPIN , 1993-07 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from
the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  the best of nirvana bass: Nirvana ,
  the best of nirvana bass: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music Colin Larkin, 2011-05-27 This
text presents a comprehensive and up-to-date reference work on popular music, from the early 20th
century to the present day.
  the best of nirvana bass: Fly-Fishing for Smallmouth Bob Clouser, 2006-12-14 Recipes and
fishing techniques for 32 of Bob Clouser's favorite smallmouth patterns. Ten tips to catch a trophy
bass. Local expertise for fishing the nation's best bass rivers, including the Susquehanna in



Pennsylvania, the Umpqua and John Day in Oregon, Maryland's Potomac, Maine's Penobscot, and
the Little Tennessee.
  the best of nirvana bass: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Guitarists
Wikipedia contributors,
  the best of nirvana bass: Come As You Are Michael Azerrad, 2013-01-23 The definitive
biography of the revolutionary band Nirvana and its star-crossed frontman Kurt Cobain, hailed by
Rolling Stone as “the first [book] to comprehensively tell the band’s tale from Aberdeen, Wash., to
world domination” “Amazingly raw and candid . . . an unsparing and extremely honest depiction of
the group’s highly tumultuous history . . . Come As You Are is as good as rock bios get.”—Billboard
“Just tell the truth. That’ll be better than anything else that’s been written about me.”—Kurt Cobain
Nirvana came out of nowhere in 1991 to sell nearly five million copies of their landmark album
Nevermind, whose thunderous sound and indelible melodies embodied all the confusion, frustration,
and passion of the emerging Generation X. Come As You Are is the close-up, intimate story of
Nirvana—the only book with exclusive in-depth interviews with bandmembers Kurt Cobain, Krist
Noveselic, and Dave Grohl, as well as friends, relatives, former bandmembers, and associates—now
updated to include a final chapter detailing the last year of Kurt Cobain's life, before his tragic
suicide in April 1994. Vivid, evocative, and thought-provoking, Come As You Are is an essential
document not just for Nirvana fans but for anyone interested in the cultural legacy of the 1990s.
  the best of nirvana bass: SPIN , 2005-10 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from
the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the
culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear.
With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN
pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's
next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  the best of nirvana bass: Foo Fighters ,
  the best of nirvana bass: 100 Greatest Albums VH1 (Firm), 2003 VH1's 100 Greatest Albums
television series sparked much debate about the accuracy of its list, but it was a great guide for any
serious or casual music fan as to which albums should be staples in any record collection. As a book,
the 100 Greatest Albums will be the perfect reference for building a substantive and thorough
collection, as well as just being an entertaining read about some of the most important works ever
created in music history. The book follows the order of the list, starting at 100 and working towards
number one. Each album is discussed thoroughly across a two-page spread and each spread will
include; an image of the album cover, the year of release, the record label, production and
engineering credits, band members and instruments played, appropriate quote or quotes about the
album from other artists, an essay that gives context to the album by examining its historical
significance and detailing what makes the album unique by diving into the songs.
  the best of nirvana bass: Nirvana's In Utero Gillian G. Gaar, 2006-09-01 Though Nevermind
was Nirvana's most commercially successful album, and the record that broke them - and the grunge
phenomenon - internationally, In Utero has increasingly become regarded as the band's best album,
both by the critics and the band members themselves. Instead of sticking to the grunge pop formula
that made Nevermind so palatable to the mainstream, Nirvana chose instead to challenge their
audience, producing an album that the band's creative force, Kurt Cobain, said truly matched his
vision of what he had always wanted his band to sound like. Here, the full story behind the creation
of In Utero is told for the first time.
  the best of nirvana bass: Field & Stream , 2004-05 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest
outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
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is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
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