jacqueline kennedy first ladies

Jacqueline Kennedy First Ladies: A Timeless Icon in American History

jacqueline kennedy first ladies immediately conjures images of elegance, grace, and a unique
blend of strength and vulnerability that defined one of America’s most beloved first ladies. As the wife
of President John F. Kennedy, Jacqueline Kennedy not only redefined the role of the first lady but also
set a high standard for those who would follow. Her influence stretches beyond her time in the White
House, impacting fashion, culture, and even the preservation of American history. Let's delve into the
fascinating legacy of Jacqueline Kennedy among first ladies, exploring how she transformed the role
and left an indelible mark on the nation.

The Role of Jacqueline Kennedy Among First Ladies

Jacqueline Kennedy'’s tenure as first lady from 1961 to 1963 was brief but impactful. Unlike many first
ladies before her, Jacqueline brought a fresh, modern energy to the White House. Her deep

appreciation for art, history, and culture helped her to reimagine what it meant to be a first lady. She
was not just the president’s wife; she was a cultural ambassador and a steward of American heritage.

Redefining the First Lady’s Image

Before Jacqueline Kennedy, the role of the first lady was often limited to ceremonial duties and
supporting the president behind the scenes. Jacqueline changed that narrative. She actively engaged
in public life, hosted significant cultural events, and was deeply involved in the restoration of the
White House. This restoration project was not merely cosmetic; it was a dedication to preserving
American history and making the White House more accessible and meaningful to the public.

Her fashion choices also set trends worldwide, making her a global style icon. Designs by Givenchy
and Oleg Cassini became synonymous with her chic image, influencing women'’s fashion for decades.
This blend of style and substance elevated the first lady’s role to one of a tastemaker and cultural
influencer.

Preserving American Heritage

One of Jacqueline Kennedy’s most enduring contributions was her commitment to historic
preservation. Understanding the symbolic power of the White House, she spearheaded a campaign to
restore its interiors to reflect American history and culture. She involved historians, architects, and
designers to meticulously research and recreate period furnishings, transforming the White House
into a living museum.

Her televised tour of the White House in 1962 brought this restoration to millions of Americans,
fostering a sense of pride and awareness about national heritage. This endeavor established a
precedent for future first ladies to take on meaningful projects that extend beyond social functions.



Jacqueline Kennedy’s Influence Compared to Other
First Ladies

When considering the impact of Jacqueline Kennedy among first ladies, it's helpful to compare her
legacy to those who came before and after her. Each first lady has contributed uniquely to American
history, but Jacqueline’s blend of cultural sophistication and public engagement set a new standard.

Influence on Fashion and Media

Unlike earlier first ladies who focused primarily on domestic roles, Jacqueline embraced the emerging
power of television and media to shape public perception. Her poise and eloquence during interviews,
public appearances, and speeches made her a favorite of journalists and citizens alike.

Her impeccable fashion sense was more than just style—it was a form of soft diplomacy. By wearing
designers from both America and Europe, she subtly promoted cultural exchange during the Cold War
era. This savvy use of fashion and media remains a blueprint for modern first ladies like Michelle
Obama and Melania Trump.

Legacy in Cultural Projects

While many first ladies have championed social causes or health initiatives, Jacqueline’s emphasis on
arts and culture was distinctive. For example, Eleanor Roosevelt was known for her advocacy on
human rights, and Lady Bird Johnson for environmental causes. Jacqueline, however, carved out a
niche in arts patronage and historic preservation, creating a lasting cultural legacy.

Her work inspired subsequent first ladies to pursue similar projects. Nancy Reagan’s White House
restoration and Laura Bush’s focus on literacy and the arts share echoes of Jacqueline’s pioneering
efforts.

The Enduring Public Fascination with Jacqueline
Kennedy

Jacqueline Kennedy'’s story continues to captivate historians, biographers, and the public. Her life was
marked by moments of profound public exposure and private tragedy, which humanized her and
deepened her mystique.

Iconic Moments and Public Image

From the glamorous inauguration events to the somber days following President Kennedy’s
assassination, Jacqueline’s composure and grace under pressure earned widespread admiration. Her
iconic pink suit worn on the day of the assassination became a symbol of resilience and sorrow,



forever etched in American memory.

Her dedication to preserving JFK’s legacy, including the establishment of the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum, further cemented her role as a guardian of history. This active
stewardship of her husband’s memory influenced how first ladies engage with presidential legacies
today.

Jacqueline Kennedy in Popular Culture

Jacqueline Kennedy'’s life and persona have inspired countless books, films, and documentaries. From
the portrayal by Natalie Portman in "Jackie" to numerous biographies, her story resonates because it
blends glamour with tragedy and strength with vulnerability.

This cultural fascination keeps her memory alive and continues to introduce new generations to the
unique role she played among America’s first ladies.

Lessons from Jacqueline Kennedy for Future First
Ladies

Jacqueline Kennedy’s approach to being a first lady offers valuable insights for those who take on this
unique role in the future.

Embrace Cultural Leadership: Jacqueline showed that first ladies can be influential cultural
leaders, shaping national identity through arts and preservation.

Use Media Wisely: Her savvy engagement with television and press highlights the importance
of controlling one’s public narrative.

Balance Style and Substance: Her fashion sense was not superficial but a tool of diplomacy
and personal expression.

Champion Meaningful Causes: Going beyond ceremonial duties to initiate lasting projects
adds depth and legacy to the role.

For any first lady, whether in the past or the future, Jacqueline Kennedy’s example underscores that
the position is not just about accompanying the president but about shaping the cultural and
historical fabric of the nation.

Exploring the life and legacy of Jacqueline Kennedy among first ladies reveals a woman who
transcended her role, becoming a symbol of elegance, resilience, and dedication to America’s
heritage. Her influence remains a benchmark against which the impact of future first ladies is often
measured, proving that the power of this role extends far beyond the White House walls.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Jacqueline Kennedy and why is she considered an
iconic First Lady?

Jacqueline Kennedy was the First Lady of the United States from 1961 to 1963 as the wife of President
John F. Kennedy. She is considered iconic for her style, elegance, and contributions to the arts and
historic preservation, including the restoration of the White House.

What were some of Jacqueline Kennedy’s major contributions
as First Lady?

Jacqueline Kennedy focused on restoring and preserving the White House, promoting American arts
and culture, and bringing international attention to the presidency through televised tours. She also
played a key role in representing the U.S. abroad during state visits.

How did Jacqueline Kennedy influence fashion during her time
as First Lady?

Jacqueline Kennedy became a fashion icon, known for her chic and timeless style, including pillbox
hats, tailored suits, and elegant dresses. Her fashion choices influenced trends worldwide and
continue to be admired today.

What role did Jacqueline Kennedy play after the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy?

After JFK's assassination, Jacqueline Kennedy became a symbol of strength and grace during a
national tragedy. She helped shape her husband's legacy, participated in the establishment of the
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, and remained a public figure advocating for the arts.

How is Jacqueline Kennedy’s legacy preserved in American
history?
Jacqueline Kennedy'’s legacy is preserved through her contributions to historic preservation,

particularly the White House restoration, her promotion of the arts, and her embodiment of dignity
and style. She is remembered as one of the most influential and beloved First Ladies in U.S. history.

Additional Resources

**¥acqueline Kennedy and the Legacy of First Ladies in American History**

jacqueline kennedy first ladies is a phrase that instantly evokes images of grace, style, and
cultural influence within the realm of American political history. Jacqueline Kennedy, as one of the
most iconic First Ladies of the 20th century, redefined the role through her elegance, intellect, and
commitment to arts and culture. Examining her tenure alongside other first ladies offers a



comprehensive understanding of how this position has evolved from ceremonial hostess to influential
political partner and cultural ambassador.

The Evolution of the Role of First Ladies

The role of the First Lady of the United States has never been formally defined by law or statute.
Instead, it has evolved through tradition and personal interpretation by each woman who occupies the
White House. From Martha Washington to Jill Biden, the duties and public expectations of first ladies
have shifted significantly, particularly during the 20th century. Jacqueline Kennedy's impact in the
1960s marks a pivotal point in this evolution.

Jacqueline Kennedy’s Distinctive Approach

Jacqueline Kennedy first ladies’ legacy is often highlighted by her unique blend of cultural
sophistication and public diplomacy. Unlike many of her predecessors, Kennedy brought a refined
sense of style and a deep appreciation for history and the arts, which she used to cultivate the image
of the White House as a cultural institution.

One of her most notable achievements was the restoration and preservation of the White House. She
spearheaded a project that meticulously restored the presidential residence to reflect its historical
significance, inviting the American public into the space through televised tours. This initiative not
only enhanced national pride but also redefined the visibility and cultural significance of the First
Lady’s role.

Comparative Influence Among First Ladies

When analyzing Jacqueline Kennedy in the context of other first ladies, several key contrasts emerge.
For instance, Eleanor Roosevelt, who preceded Jacqueline by a few decades, transformed the role
through activism and political engagement, championing human rights and social justice. Jacqueline
Kennedy’s influence was more subtle, focusing on cultural diplomacy and the arts rather than direct
policy advocacy.

In comparison to Nancy Reagan and Michelle Obama, both of whom also had distinct public personae
and causes, Jacqueline Kennedy’s tenure was marked by a unique blend of personal tragedy and
public grace, especially after the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Her poise during this
national crisis cemented her as a symbol of resilience and dignity.

Key Features of Jacqueline Kennedy’s Tenure



Restoration of the White House

Jacqueline Kennedy'’s restoration of the White House was a landmark project that brought national
attention to the preservation of American heritage. She enlisted experts in art and history to ensure
authenticity, and her efforts culminated in a televised tour in 1962 that reached millions of viewers.
This not only educated the public but also raised funds for art and historical preservation.

Promotion of Arts and Culture

Beyond the White House restoration, Jacqueline Kennedy was an ardent supporter of the arts. She
invited renowned artists, musicians, and writers to the White House, enhancing its reputation as a hub
for cultural exchange. Her patronage helped revive interest in American and international art,
influencing the cultural policies of subsequent administrations.

Fashion and Public Image

Jacqueline Kennedy first ladies’ impact on fashion remains unparalleled. Her elegant, yet
approachable style—characterized by pillbox hats, tailored suits, and simple yet sophisticated
dresses—set trends and elevated the image of the First Lady globally. Vogue and other fashion
authorities often cited her as a leading style icon of the era, demonstrating the soft power wielded
through personal image.

The Broader Impact of First Ladies on American Politics
and Society

Shaping Public Perception

First ladies have historically shaped public perceptions of the presidency and the nation. Jacqueline
Kennedy’s sophisticated image helped project an aura of modernity and cultural refinement during
the Cold War era, subtly reinforcing American values on the global stage. Her work underscored how
first ladies could influence diplomacy through cultural soft power rather than direct political
engagement.

Advocacy and Social Causes

While Jacqueline Kennedy’s tenure focused on culture and preservation, other first ladies have used
their platform to champion social causes. For example:

e Eleanor Roosevelt was deeply involved in civil rights and humanitarian work.



¢ Lady Bird Johnson advanced environmental conservation and beautification projects.

e Michelle Obama promoted health and education initiatives, including her “Let’s Move!”
campaign.

This spectrum of involvement highlights the flexibility and evolving nature of the role, shaped by
personal interests and societal needs.

Challenges and Criticism

Despite their influence, first ladies have often faced scrutiny and challenges. Jacqueline Kennedy, for
example, navigated the intense media spotlight and public expectations with remarkable composure,
yet she also encountered criticism for her perceived aloofness or detachment from political issues.
This tension between public visibility and private agency remains a defining challenge of the role.

Legacy of Jacqueline Kennedy Among First Ladies

Jacqueline Kennedy'’s legacy endures through her contributions to cultural preservation and the image
of the American presidency. Her influence is evident in how subsequent first ladies have embraced
cultural diplomacy and public engagement. Moreover, her role during a period of national tragedy
demonstrated the potential for first ladies to serve as symbols of unity and hope.

In contemporary discussions about the role of first ladies, Jacqueline Kennedy is often cited as a
benchmark for style, grace, and cultural leadership. While the political activism of figures like Hillary
Clinton and Michelle Obama has redefined the position in more overtly political ways, the elegance
and cultural advocacy championed by Kennedy remain integral to the identity of the office.

The study of jacqueline kennedy first ladies is not only about individual achievements but also about
understanding how women in this unique position navigate the intersection of politics, culture, and
public expectation. Each first lady leaves a distinct imprint on the presidency, reflecting broader
American values and historical moments. Jacqueline Kennedy’s tenure, marked by a blend of tradition
and innovation, continues to inspire and inform the evolving role of the First Lady in American society.
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Presents a collection of chronologically arranged entries of America's first ladies, from Martha
Washington, to Laura Bush, and includes brief biographical information, as well as explaining their
roles and responsibilities in the White House.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, 1929-1994 , 1995

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: First Ladies and American Women Jill Abraham Hummer,
2017-03-17 Unelected, but expected to act as befits her office, the first lady has what Pat Nixon
called the hardest unpaid job in the world. Michelle Obama championed military families with the
program Joining Forces. Four decades earlier Pat Nixon traveled to Africa as the nation's official
representative. And nearly four decades before that, Lou Hoover took to the airwaves to solicit
women's help in unemployment relief. Each first lady has, in her way, been intimately linked with
the roles, rights, and responsibilities of American women. Pursuing this connection, First Ladies and
American Women reveals how each first lady from Lou Henry Hoover to Michelle Obama has
reflected and responded to trends that marked and unified her time. Jill Abraham Hummer divides
her narrative into three distinct epochs. In the first, stretching from Lou Hoover to Jacqueline
Kennedy, we see the advent of women's involvement in politics following women's suffrage, as well
as pressures on family stability during depression, war, and postwar uncertainty. Next comes the
second wave of the feminist movement, from Lady Bird Johnson's tenure through Rosalyn Carter's,
when equality and the politics of the personal issues prevailed. And finally we enter the charged
political and partisan environment over women's rights and the politics of motherhood in the wake of
the conservative backlash against feminism after 1980, from Nancy Reagan to Michelle Obama.
Throughout, Hummer explores how background, personality, ambitions, and her relationship to the
president shaped each first lady's response to women in society and to the broader political context
in which each administration functioned—and how, in turn, these singular responses reflect the
changing role of women in American society over nearly a century.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Jacqueline Kennedy Barbara A. Perry, 2018-03-31 In a mere
one thousand days, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy created an entrancing public persona that has
remained intact for more than a half-century. Even now, long after her death in 1994, she remains a
figure of enduring—and endearing—interest. Yet, while innumerable books have focused on the
legends and gossip surrounding this charismatic figure, Barbara Perry’s is the first to focus largely
on Kennedys’ White House years, portraying a First Lady far more complex and enigmatic than
previously perceived. Noting how Jackie’s celebrity and devotion to privacy have for years precluded
a more serious treatment, Perry’s engaging and well-crafted story illuminates Kennedy’s
immeasurable impact on the institution of the First Lady. Perry vividly illustrates the complexities of
Jacqueline Bouvier’s marriage to John F. Kennedy, and shows how she transformed herself from a
reluctant political wife to an effective, confident presidential partner. Perry is especially illuminating
in tracing the First Lady’s mastery of political symbolism and imagery, along with her use of
television and state entertainment to disseminate her work to a global audience. By offering the
White House as a stage for the arts, Jackie also bolstered the president’s Cold War efforts to portray
the United States as the epitome of a free society. From redecorating the White House, to
championing Lafayette Square’s preservation, to lending her name to fund-raising for the National
Cultural Center, she had a profound impact on the nation’s psyche and cultural life. Meanwhile, her
fashionable clothes and glamorous hairdos stood in stark contrast to the dowdiness of her
predecessors and the drab appearances of Communist leaders’ spouses. Never before or since have
a First Lady (and her husband) sparkled with so much hope and vigor on the stage of American
public life. Perry’s deft narrative captures all of that and more, even as it also insightfully depicts
Jackie’s struggles to preserve her own identity amid the pressures of an institution she changed
forever. Grounded on the author’s painstaking research into previously overlooked or unavailable
archives, at the Kennedy Library and elsewhere, as well as interviews with Jacqueline Kennedy’s
close associates, Perry’s work expands and enriches our understanding of a remarkable American
woman.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Jacqueline Kennedy Joanne Mattern, 2007-08-15 This book




introduces young readers to the life of Jacqueline Kennedy, beginning with her childhood in New
York City, New York. Readers will become familiar with her charm as they learn about her years
studying journalism at several colleges and her marriage to senator John Kennedy. Details of Mrs.
Kennedy's time as First Lady, including her restoration the White House and promotion of American
music and fashion, are also discussed. Additionally, the book highlights her years after President
Kennedy's assassination, including her marriage to Aristotle Onassis and her publishing career in
New York City. Informative sidebars and full-color photos accompany easy-to-read, engaging text.
Includes timeline, fun facts, index, and glossary.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: American First Ladies Lewis L. Gould, 2014-02-04 This
volume presents thirty-nine interpretive biographical essays on all first ladies, from Martha
Washington to America's newest First Lady, Laura Bush. This new edition contains updated material
on all the living First Ladies and updated bibliographies for each entry, as well as a portrait of the
newest First Lady.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: "Jackie!" Irving Shulman, 2000-04 Written in the 1960s, at
the height of Jackie Kennedy’s popularity, this book addresses the pressures that American society
placed on this strong, vibrant widow. Irving Shulman details Jackie’s life leading up to and following
the death of her husband, President John F. Kennedy, focusing on the despicable and intrusive
behavior of the media. Shulman sees Jackie as a victim of tabloid culture and uses her case to
express his contempt for the American press.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Our Jackie Karen M. Dunak, 2024-11-12 Our Jackie: Public
Claims on a Private Life chronicles the evolving media coverage of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis,
tracing interpretations of her public persona, from campaign wife, first lady, and revered widow to a
jet setter, career woman, and, ultimately, treasured national icon--

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Notable American Women Susan Ware, 2004 This latest
volume brings the project up to date, with entries on almost 500 women whose death dates fall
between 1976 and 1999. You will find here stars of the golden ages of radio, film, dance, and
television; scientists and scholars; civil rights activists and religious leaders; Native American
craftspeople and world-renowned artists. For each subject, the volume offers a biographical essay by
a distinguished authority that integrates the woman's personal life with her professional
achievements set in the context of larger historical developments.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: The Health of the First Ladies Ludwig M. Deppisch, M.D.,
2015-01-28 This first comprehensive study of the medical histories of America's first ladies--from
Martha Washington to Michelle Obama--discusses their illnesses, their treatments and their
physicians in the context of their times. As the categories of illness afflicting Americans have
changed through history so have the kinds of maladies affecting the first ladies. Infectious diseases
and the consequences of poorly supervised pregnancies have been replaced by cerebrovascular
accidents and malignancies. The secrecy with which the White House has traditionally handled
inquiries about the health of the president's wife is explored in detail; however, several first ladies,
notably Betty Ford, have been transparent about their illnesses in order to educate the public. The
effects of a first lady's responsibilities on her health is examined. This book also seeks to discern
how the well-being of the first lady influences presidential performance.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: First Lady Florence Harding Katherine Amelia Siobhan
Sibley, 2009 Turning to primary sources others have overlooked, Sibley challenges the cliches about
Florence Harding's time in the national spotlight. She describes her support for racial equality,
lobbying for better treatment for veterans and female prisoners and her lifelong interest in
preventing animal cruelty.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: First Ladies Susan Swain, C-SPAN, 2015-04-14 A look inside
the personal life of every first lady in American history, based on original interviews with major
historians C-SPAN's yearlong history series, First Ladies: Influence and Image, featured interviews
with more than fifty preeminent historians and biographers. In this informative book, these experts
paint intimate portraits of all forty-five first ladies -- their lives, ambitions, and unique partnerships




with their presidential spouses. Susan Swain and the C-SPAN team elicit the details that made these
women who they were: how Martha Washington intentionally set the standards followed by first
ladies for the next century; how Edith Wilson was complicit in the cover-up when President Wilson
became incapacitated after a stroke; and how Mamie Eisenhower used the new medium of television
to reinforce her, and her husband's, positive public images. This book provides an up-close historical
look at these fascinating women who survived the scrutiny of the White House, sometimes at great
personal cost, while supporting their families and famous husbands -- and sometimes changing
history. Complete with illustrations and essential biographical details, it is an illuminating,
entertaining, and ultimately inspiring read.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Presidents and First Ladies-John & Jacqueline Kennedy Ruth
Ashby, 2024-07-04 Presidents and First Ladies An intimate glimpse into the lives of the first families
of the United States, Presidents and First Ladies is an exciting and insightful new series that
highlights the personal histories of select presidents and first ladies as well as the historical events
that shaped their terms in office. Documentary photography, illustrations, and maps combine with
compelling text and excerpts from letters and other primary sources to reveal how key personal,
political, and historical events affected each leader and their spouse, and consequently the climate
of the entire nation. John & Jacqueline Kennedy Jack and Jackie Kennedy, the most glamorous
president and first lady ever to live in the White House, were a charismatic couple and a superb
political team. To many people in the 1960s, they seemed as dazzling as the prince and princess in a
fairy tale. Revelations about the Kennedys' private life have since led us to realize that the fairy tale
was an illusion, yet their imperfections highlight their very real virtues: courage, grace, intelligence,
and a capacity to grow. Many decades later, Jack and Jackie Kennedy continue to fascinate us.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: All about the First Ladies Search-a-Word Puzzles Victoria
Fremont, David Marshall, 2001-05-01 Over 40 fun- and fact-filled brain teasers for puzzle lovers and
history buffs focus on White House hostesses — from Martha Washington, Mary Todd Lincoln, and
Eleanor Roosevelt to Jacqueline Kennedy, Hillary Rodham Clinton, and Laura Bush. List of data
below each grid; solutions at end of book.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Jacqueline Kennedy Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York,
N.Y.), 2001 Catalog to accompany exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, May-August 2001
and at the John F. Kennedy Library and Museum in fall 2001.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Modern First Ladies Nancy Kegan Smith, Mary C. Ryan, 1989
This collection of essays about the Presidential wives of the 20th century through Nancy Reagan. An
exploration of the records of first ladies will elicit diverse insights about the historical impact of
these women in their times. Interpretive theories that explain modern first ladies are still tentative
and exploratory. The contention in the essays, however, is that whatever direction historical writing
on presidential wives may follow, there is little question that the future role of first ladies is more
likely to expand than to recede to the days of relatively silent and passive helpmates. Following a
foreword and an introduction, essays in the collection and their authors are, as follows: Meeting a
New Century: The Papers of Four Twentieth-Century First Ladies (Mary M. Wolfskill); Not One to
Stay at Home: The Papers of Lou Henry Hoover (Dale C. Mayer); 'I Want You to Write to Me': The
Papers of Anna Eleanor Roosevelt (Frances M. Seeber); Harry's Silent Partner: The Papers of Bess
Truman (Maurine H. Beasley); Ike Was Her Career: The Papers of Mamie Doud Eisenhower (Martin
M. Teasley); An Enduring Fascination: The Papers of Jacqueline Kennedy (Mary Ann Watson); A
Journey of the Heart: The Papers of Lady Bird Johnson (Nancy Kegan Smith); '‘She Deserved So
Much More': The Papers of Pat Nixon (Paul A. Schmidt); 'If There Was Anything You Forgot to
Ask...": The Papers of Betty Ford (Karen M. Rohrer); "These Are Precious Years': The Papers of
Rosalynn Carter (Faye Lind Jensen); and 'She Saves Everything': The Papers of Nancy Davis Reagan
(Carl Sferrazza Anthony). The collection concludes with an afterword and suggestions for further
reading. (NKA)

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Jacqueline Kennedy Lucia Raatma, 2010-07 Simple text and
photographs describe the life of Jacqueline Kennedy--Provided by publisher.




jacqueline kennedy first ladies: America's First Ladies Nancy Hendricks, 2015-10-13 Meet
the First Ladies of the United States—sometimes inspiring, sometimes tragic, always
fascinating—women who, though often unsung, helped hold the nation together in its infancy and
advance it as a world power. More than simply serving as America's hostesses, many of the nation's
First Ladies played vital roles in shaping their husband's presidency and serving as political activists
in their own right. From Martha Washington to Michelle Obama, their inspiring stories come alive in
this handsomely illustrated encyclopedia. Within its pages, the First Ladies are revealed as human
beings who, one day, awoke to find the eyes of the world upon them. The book differs from others by
showcasing America's First Ladies in their own words, as flesh-and-blood individuals. Readers will
discover which First Lady held off Napoleon's army with a toy sword, why women had to be pale,
frail, and ailing, and which First Lady was called Sunshine and which was Hellcat. Each entry
includes a biographical essay that details the life of the woman and places her within the political,
social, and cultural context of her time. Each also offers a related primary document that helps
define the First Lady's legacy as well as a short bibliography for further information. Written in a
lively, compelling style, this highly readable volume is perfect for junior high, high school, and
college students as well as the general public.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Eleanor Roosevelt Maurine Hoffman Beasley, 2010 The first
book devoted to Eleanor Roosevelt's 1933-1945 tenure in the White House--the longest of any first
lady. Provides an insightful account of how she merged her private and public lives to transform the
ambiguous role of first lady into an important institution of the American political system.

jacqueline kennedy first ladies: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1994
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