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Biggest Comeback in Golf History: Tales of Triumph and Tenacity

biggest comeback in golf history is a phrase that instantly conjures images of grit,
determination, and moments when the impossible suddenly seems achievable. Golf, a sport
often defined by patience and precision, has witnessed some jaw-dropping turnarounds
where players defied odds, overturned massive deficits, and etched their names into the
annals of sporting lore. Whether battling adverse weather, personal setbacks, or simply the
pressure of competition, these comebacks serve as a testament to the mental toughness
and skill required to excel on the links.

The Anatomy of a Legendary Golf Comeback

When we talk about the biggest comeback in golf history, it's essential to understand what
makes a comeback truly remarkable. Unlike sports with continuous play, golf's unique
scoring system and tournament structure mean that a player’s fortunes can change
dramatically from one hole to the next. A comeback doesn’t merely involve scoring low; it
requires overcoming significant point or stroke deficits against world-class opponents, often
under intense pressure.

Key Elements That Define a Golf Comeback

* Large Deficit Overcome: The player must recover from a substantial stroke or point
gap late in the competition.

e Mental Resilience: Staying focused and calm under pressure is crucial, especially
when the odds are stacked against you.

e Clutch Performance: Delivering exceptional shots during critical moments, such as
final holes or playoffs.

e Adapting to Course Conditions: Weather, course difficulty, and even crowd energy
can shift momentum.

Historic Examples of the Biggest Comebacks in
Golf

Several moments in golf history stand out as defining examples of extraordinary
comebacks. These stories not only highlight individual brilliance but also inspire fans and



fellow golfers worldwide.

Paul Lawrie’s 1999 Open Championship Miracle

One of the most famous comebacks in golf history occurred at the 1999 Open
Championship at Carnoustie. Paul Lawrie started the final round ten strokes behind the
leader, a deficit many considered insurmountable on such a challenging course. However,
Lawrie’s steady play combined with a remarkable collapse by the leaders set the stage for
a dramatic finish.

On the last day, Lawrie shot an incredible 67, while the leaders faltered under pressure. The
tournament culminated in a three-man playoff between Lawrie, Jean van de Velde, and
Justin Leonard, with Lawrie ultimately triumphing to claim his only major title. This
comeback remains a benchmark for resilience and never giving up, even when the odds
seem overwhelmingly against you.

Tiger Woods’ 2019 Masters Tournament Revival

Perhaps no golfer embodies the spirit of comeback more than Tiger Woods. After years
plagued by injuries and personal challenges that many thought would end his career,
Woods staged one of the most emotional and closely watched comebacks at the 2019
Masters Tournament.

Entering the final round, Woods was trailing the leaders but played with remarkable
precision and composure. His signature clutch putting and strategic approach allowed him
to surge ahead, ultimately winning his fifth green jacket. This victory was hailed not only as
a comeback in a single tournament but as a testament to Woods’ enduring greatness and
determination to overcome adversity.

Psychology Behind the Biggest Comebacks in Golf

Golf is as much a mental game as it is physical. The biggest comeback in golf history often
hinges on a player’s mindset and ability to manage stress. Understanding the psychological
factors at play can offer valuable lessons for aspiring golfers and fans alike.

Maintaining Focus Amid Pressure

When trailing by a significant margin, many players may feel overwhelmed or discouraged.
However, the best comebacks happen when golfers maintain a laser focus on the present
shot rather than the scoreboard. Techniques such as deep breathing, visualization, and
positive self-talk can help players stay grounded and execute their shots with confidence.



Embracing a Growth Mindset

Players who believe that setbacks are temporary and that they can improve play with effort
tend to bounce back more effectively. This growth mindset fuels persistence and resilience,
crucial components for staging a comeback during high-stakes tournaments.

How Modern Technology and Training Impact
Comebacks

Advancements in golf technology and training methods have transformed how players
approach the game, potentially influencing the scale and frequency of comebacks.

Data Analytics and Course Management

Today’s pros use sophisticated data analytics to plan their strategy for each hole,
optimizing shot selection and risk management. This precise course management can help
a player chip away at large deficits by minimizing mistakes and capitalizing on
opportunities.

Physical Conditioning and Recovery

Unlike decades ago, modern golfers emphasize fithess and recovery, enabling them to
maintain peak performance throughout grueling multi-day tournaments. This physical edge
is a key factor in sustaining the intensity required for a comeback.

Lessons from the Biggest Comeback in Golf
History

Whether you’'re an amateur golfer or simply a fan of the sport, the greatest comebacks
offer more than just thrilling stories—they provide valuable insights into perseverance and
strategic thinking.

e Never Count Yourself Out: A large deficit is daunting but not definitive. Staying in
the game mentally opens doors for opportunity.

e Focus on One Shot at a Time: Breaking down the challenge into manageable
moments helps maintain concentration and reduce pressure.

e Adapt to Changing Conditions: Being flexible with strategy and adjusting to
weather or course conditions can make a big difference.



e Practice Mental Toughness: Incorporating mindfulness and stress management
techniques can enhance performance under pressure.

The biggest comeback in golf history reminds us that the sport is unpredictable, thrilling,
and often reflective of life itself—where setbacks can be overcome with determination,
strategy, and belief. As golf continues to evolve with new talents and technologies, fans can
look forward to witnessing even more inspiring comebacks that capture the essence of
competitive spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest comeback in golf
history?

The biggest comeback in golf history is often attributed to Paul Lawrie's victory at the 1999
Open Championship, where he overcame a 10-shot deficit in the final round.

Who holds the record for the largest final round
comeback in a major golf tournament?

Paul Lawrie holds the record for the largest final round comeback in a major, coming from
10 strokes behind to win the 1999 Open Championship.

Has anyone ever come back from double-digit strokes
behind to win a PGA Tour event?

Yes, several players have come back from double-digit deficits on the PGA Tour, but Paul
Lawrie's 10-shot comeback at the 1999 Open Championship remains the largest in a major.

What was Tiger Woods’ biggest comeback in golf?

Tiger Woods’ biggest comeback was during the 2019 Masters, where he overcame an 8-
stroke deficit to win his fifth green jacket.

Are there any notable comebacks in golf outside of
major championships?

Yes, notable comebacks happen in regular PGA Tour events, such as Kevin Streelman
overcoming a significant deficit to win the 2021 Charles Schwab Challenge.

How rare is it to overcome a 10-shot deficit in



professional golf?

Overcoming a 10-shot deficit in professional golf is extremely rare and is considered one of
the greatest feats in the sport.

What mental qualities help golfers achieve the biggest
comebacks?

Resilience, focus, confidence, and the ability to handle pressure are key mental qualities
that help golfers achieve major comebacks.

Which major championship has seen the most
significant comebacks?

The Open Championship has witnessed some of the most significant comebacks, including
Paul Lawrie’s 10-shot rally in 1999.

Additional Resources

Biggest Comeback in Golf History: A Deep Dive into Legendary Turnarounds

biggest comeback in golf history stories captivate fans and analysts alike, showcasing
the sport’s dramatic potential and the mental toughness required to overcome seemingly
insurmountable odds. Golf, often described as a game of precision, patience, and
perseverance, has withessed moments where players have defied expectations, erasing
large deficits to claim victory. These comebacks not only highlight individual brilliance but
also underscore the unpredictable nature of professional golf tournaments.

This article explores some of the most remarkable comebacks in golf history, analyzing
what makes them extraordinary and how they have shaped the legacy of the sport. From
major championships to regular tour events, these instances serve as case studies in
resilience, strategy, and execution under pressure.

Defining the Biggest Comebacks in Golf History

Determining the biggest comeback in golf history involves assessing several factors: the
size of the deficit overcome, the tournament’s prestige, the difficulty of the course, and the
pressure associated with the event. Unlike some sports where scoring is continuous and
rapid, golf's unique scoring system means that overcoming large strokes behind the leader
on the final day requires consistent excellence and composure.

One benchmark for the biggest comebacks is the largest number of strokes erased to win a
tournament. This measure, combined with the context of the competition—such as a major
championship or a high-stakes event—helps identify the most legendary turnarounds.



The 1999 Ryder Cup: Justin Leonard’s Iconic Putt

While not a comeback in terms of strokes across multiple rounds, the 1999 Ryder Cup
featured a pivotal moment where the United States overcame a significant deficit in the
singles matches to defeat Europe. Justin Leonard’s 45-foot putt on the 17th hole sparked a
rally that erased a four-point deficit on the final day. The psychological momentum shift
exemplifies how single shots can catalyze remarkable comebacks in golf, especially in team
formats.

Historic Comebacks in Major Championships

Among the most dramatic comebacks in golf history are those occurring in the four major
championships—The Masters, U.S. Open, The Open Championship, and the PGA
Championship. The pressure and prestige of majors amplify the significance of any
comeback.

Ben Hogan's 1948 U.S. Open Comeback

Ben Hogan’s performance at the 1948 U.S. Open is often cited among the greatest
comebacks. Hogan overcame a seven-stroke deficit entering the final round at Riviera
Country Club. Through flawless ball-striking and mental fortitude, he posted a final round 69
to clinch the title by a single stroke. This comeback is notable not only for the margin but
also because Hogan was recovering from a near-fatal car accident just two years prior,
adding a layer of human triumph to the sporting feat.

Paul Lawrie’s 1999 Open Championship Rally

The 1999 Open Championship at Carnoustie is remembered for Paul Lawrie’s stunning
comeback. Trailing by ten strokes entering the final round, Lawrie carded a 67 to force a
playoff, ultimately winning against Jean van de Velde and Justin Leonard. This 10-stroke
turnaround remains the largest final-round comeback in a major championship and reflects
the unpredictable nature of links golf, where weather and course conditions can
dramatically alter the leaderboard.

Comparative Analysis of Notable Golf Comebacks

To appreciate the scale of these comebacks, it's useful to compare them with other
significant turnarounds in golf history.

* Tiger Woods, 1999 PGA Championship: Woods erased a six-stroke deficit in the
final round to win his first major, signaling the arrival of a new era.



* Nick Price, 1994 Open Championship: Price overcame a five-stroke deficit
entering the final round at Turnberry to secure victory.

* Greg Norman, 1986 Masters Tournament: Norman overcame a seven-stroke
deficit but ultimately fell short by one stroke to Jack Nicklaus, underscoring how even
large comebacks can be insufficient in the face of extraordinary competition.

These examples highlight that while large deficits can be overcome, the margin for error
remains razor-thin, especially in high-profile tournaments.

Psychological and Technical Factors Behind Comebacks

Successful comebacks in golf are rarely accidental; they stem from a combination of mental
resilience, strategic adjustments, and technical execution.

* Mental Fortitude: Maintaining focus despite pressure is critical. Players who stage
comebacks often display exceptional calmness and confidence.

e Course Management: Adjusting strategies to exploit scoring opportunities while
minimizing risks is essential when chasing a leader.

e Physical Stamina: Enduring the physical demands of multiple rounds, especially
under adverse weather, contributes to sustained performance.

¢ Momentum Shift: Key shots, such as clutch putts or birdies on pivotal holes, can
shift momentum, intimidating opponents and energizing players.

Impact of the Biggest Comebacks on Golf’s
Legacy

The biggest comeback in golf history events have lasting impacts beyond the tournament
itself. They inspire future generations of golfers and contribute to the sport’s rich narrative
tapestry. Fans are drawn to stories of redemption and perseverance, enhancing golf’s
appeal beyond mere statistics.

Moreover, these comebacks often prompt discussions about course difficulty, tournament
setup, and the evolving nature of competitive golf. For instance, Paul Lawrie’s 10-stroke
comeback at Carnoustie led to debates about the toughness of the course and weather
conditions, influencing future tournament preparations.



Technological Advances and Their Role in Modern
Comebacks

Advancements in golf technology—including equipment improvements and data
analytics—have altered how players approach comebacks. Modern players can analyze
opponents’ tendencies, optimize club selection, and refine putting techniques using
technology.

However, the essence of a comeback remains unchanged: it's about overcoming adversity,
strategic excellence, and unwavering mental toughness. While technology may provide
tools, the human element continues to dominate the narrative around the biggest
comeback in golf history.

Noteworthy Final Rounds That Fueled Historic
Turnarounds

Final rounds in golf tournaments often serve as the stage for the biggest comebacks. A
player’s ability to deliver exceptional performance under pressure distinguishes the
ordinary from the extraordinary.

1. Paul Lawrie - 1999 Open Championship: Final round 67 erased a double-digit
deficit.

2. Ben Hogan - 1948 U.S. Open: A composed 69 in the final round secured victory.

3. Tiger Woods - 1999 PGA Championship: Aggressive play and clutch putting
overturned a six-stroke gap.

4. Greg Norman - 1996 Masters Tournament: Though not a comeback victory,
Norman'’s final round 30 on the back nine nearly overcame a sizable deficit,
showcasing the thin margin between comeback and near miss.

These performances emphasize that the final 18 holes are often where the biggest
comeback in golf history narratives are forged.

The drama encapsulated in these moments continues to enthrall golf enthusiasts and
serves as a testament to the sport’s unpredictable and inspiring nature. Each comeback
rewrites the expectations of possibility, reminding both players and fans that in golf, no
lead is truly safe until the final putt drops.
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biggest comeback in golf history: Golf's Greatest Championship Julian I. Graubart,
2009-05-16 The 1960 U.S. Open Golf Championship played at Cherry Hills Country Club in Denver,
Colorado, remains perhaps the most dramatic, competitive, and passionate of all Open
championships. In 1960 the young lions of the game were eager to reach the top tier occupied by
venerable players such as Ben Hogan and Sam Snead. In this Open only a single stroke separated
the three leaders-Ben Hogan, Arnold Palmer, and a young but talented amateur named Jack
Nicklaus-on the final two holes. The stunning conclusion would prove a watershed in the lives of all
three players, and in the game itself. Golf's Greatest Championship is a suspenseful, richly detailed
chronicle of this epic chapter in the game of golf.

biggest comeback in golf history: The Game Tadhg Coakley, 2022-05-31 This book is a
multifaceted reflection on sport. It is part memoir, outlining Tadhg Coakley’s time as a player and
fan of sport and how it has shaped his life. It is also a book of essays critiquing several aspects of
sport, both good and bad, and showing its influence in the wider world. It is also a work of
auto-fiction, wherein Coakley uses his novelistic abilities to chart narratives, personal and public. It
is, finally, a work of scholarship, brilliantly interweaving the author’s view of a life spent inside and
outside the white lines with the cultural discourse of previous writers and thinkers on the many
themes explored. The book is an exploration and explanation of what sport means, why it is the
world's largest single consumer product and such a dominant/pervasive presence in Irish culture.
Why, for example, were the terms ‘European Championships’ and ‘Premier League’ the top Google
searches in Ireland for 2021? Why was Christian Eriksen the most searched person? In this book
Tadhg Coakley interacts with sport in the way that Olivia Laing interacts with isolation (The Lonely
City) Sinéad Gleeson and Emilie Pine interact with the female body and female experiences
(Constellations and Notes to Self), Doireann Ni Ghriofa interacts with being haunted by an
eighteen-century poet (A Ghost in the Throat) and Fintan O’Toole interacts with Irish history (We
Don’t Know Ourselves). This is a book that needed to be written. We are consuming sport in
ever-greater gulpfuls - often blindly. The ‘coverage’ of sport is vast: newspapers, magazines, books,
a whole raft of TV channels in many languages, websites, podcasts, blogs, radio stations, hourly
sports bulletins with every news cycle. Why is that, and what does it mean? The book does not
romanticise or idealise sport. Sport has a dark side and is rife with greed, corruption, sexism,
homophobia, nationalism and a raft of toxic masculine behaviour - and the author interrogates his
own behaviour and attitudes in respect of some of these. On the other hand, in sport - as in art -
people can forge their own identities in grace, imagination and the possibility of what may be. This
contradictory duality and the cognitive dissonance it carries with it is one of the most fascinating
aspects of sport. Sport, like story, is mostly about loss. Ultimately, sport, like story, is about what
happens to the fans outside the white lines and, for the readers off the page.

biggest comeback in golf history: Golf's All-Time Firsts, Mosts, Leasts, and a Few
Nevers Al Barkow, 2012 Hereis the ultimate golf reference book, meant to feed golfers' insatiable
hunger for the statistics and trivia of their game. This book answers such burning questions as who
broke the most clubs during a single temper tantrum (Lefty Stackhouse, 14) and the rationale
behind 18 holes (it was completely arbitrary). From the sublime to the ridiculous, these fun facts will
thoroughly entertain from tee to green.

biggest comeback in golf history: My Greatest Day in Golf, 2014-07-08 My Greatest Day in
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Golf is an oral history where 25 of the top golfers from the last half-century talk about their most
rewarding moments in the sport. Chronologically, the book starts off with Tommy Bolt, who
out-dueled Gary Player to win the 1958 US Open, and ends with a stirring account of the historic
1999 Ryder Cup from Hal Sutton. The highlights include the greatest days of Nicklaus, Palmer,
Player, and in addition to the Big Three, the book also includes first-person accounts from great
golfers such as Ray Floyd, Hal Irwin, Nick Price, and Tom Lehman, as well as groundbreaking
moments from pioneers like Lee Elder and Calvin Peete. Elder recounts first victory as it allowed
him to be the first person of color to play in the Masters. Virtually every player in the collection has
won at least one major, and most either were or are stars on the PGA tour. To round out the
collection, the greatest days of colorful characters like Chi Chi Rodriguez and Jerry Pate add humor
and warmth to this memorable book. My Greatest Day in Golf ends up being not only a fantastic
collection of stories but also a history of golf. With its insider's look into the world of golf, this book
is a must-have for all golf fans.

biggest comeback in golf history: GOLF: Career Money Leaders Pradeep Thakur,

biggest comeback in golf history: The Greatest Black Achievers in History Sylvia Lovina
Chidi, 2014-06-13 This book summarizes the lives of the great black people that have made great
contributions to the lives of many Worldwide. The book has brief detailed biographies of black
activists, scientists, educators, entertainers, musicians, inventors, politicians, authors, sportsmen &
women, and others who have surpassed the normal to make historical marks on society. The
biographical account of each individual provides relevant dates, events and achievements by the
individual. There are pictures and excellent drawings that highlight particular moments in history.
This is one of the greatest pieces of work on black history and it will appeal to everyone including,
students, groups, universities, libraries, schools and anyone interested in history of black people in
the World.

biggest comeback in golf history: Who's Better, Who's Best in Golf? Elliott Kalb,
2006-04-14 Extremely thoughtful, well-researched . . . now may the great debate begin. A win for the
ages! --Jim Nantz, CBS Sports Think you know the legends of the links? Try playing a round with Mr.
Stats. Has Tiger Woods already achieved enough to surpass Jack Nicklaus? Where does Harry
Vardon fit in among the all-time greats? Is the legendary Bobby Jones actually the most overrated
golf legend? Was Mickey Wright the best female golfer of all time or would Annika Sorenstam wipe
up the fairway with her? The absolute authority in armchair athletes’ disputes, Elliott Kalb uses his
well-formed opinions and uncanny sports knowledge to shake up the gentlemanly game of golf.
Shooting the breeze with experts and players in a heated discussion of pressure-packed putts and
nail-chomping championships, he gives you his ultimate ranking of the top 50 golfers of all time.
Kalb crosses generational lines, explores technological improvements in equipment, and examines
differing levels of competition to answer the most provocative question in golf: Who’s the best?

biggest comeback in golf history: The Big Three and Me Billy Casper, 2012-03-01 Billy
Casper had a higher winning percentage than Arnold Palmer, he won twice as many times on the
PGA Tour as Gary Player, and during his career he finished in the top twenty-five more consistently
than Jack Nicklaus. And yet, when golf historians write about the legends of the game, with special
attention paid to the above-listed Big Three, his name is often left out of the discussion, or is at best
an afterthought. In this fascinating autobiography, Casper tells his life story, shining candid insight
into the man who quietly collected fifty-one PGA Tour victories, the seventh highest total in history.

biggest comeback in golf history: Harvard Beats Yale 29-29 Barry Wilner, Ken Rappoport,
2007-10-04 When Harvard came back from a 16-point deficit with less than a minute to go to tie Yale
in their now-famous 1968 gridiron tilt, the headline in the Harvard Crimson the following Monda
proudly boasted, Harvard Beats Yale, 29-29. This and nineteen other improbable comebacks are the
subjects of Wilner and Rappoport's latest volume of extraordinary achievements from the world of
sports, and include the 1914 miracle Braves, Billy Casper's incredible rally to beat Arnold Palmer in
the 1966 U.S. Open, the New York Giants' magical playoff run in 1951, and others. Also included are
sidebars on individual athletes whose combacks included overcoming disease (i.e. Lance Armstrong)




and reviving a career (i.e. Michael Jordan and Muhammad Ali).

biggest comeback in golf history: Golf's Holy War Brett Cyrgalis, 2021-05-18 The world of
golf is at a crossroads. As technological innovations displace traditional philosophies, the golfing
community has splintered into two deeply combative factions: the old-school teachers and players
who believe in feel, artistry, and imagination, and the technical minded who want to remake the
game around data. In Golf's Holy War, Brett Cyrgalis takes readers inside the heated battle playing
out from weekend hackers to PGA Tour pros. At the Titleist Performance Institute in Oceanside,
California, golfers clad in full-body sensors target weaknesses in their biomechanics, while others
take part in mental exercises designed to test their brain's psychological resilience. Meanwhile,
coaches like Michael Hebron purge golfers of all technical information, tapping into the power of
intuitive physical learning by playing rudimentary games. From historic St. Andrews to manicured
Augusta, experimental communes in California to corporatized conferences in Orlando, William
James to Ben Hogan to theoretical physics, the factions of the spiritual and technical push to
redefine the boundaries of the game.

biggest comeback in golf history: Their Greatest Victory David L. Porter, 2013-08-19 This
book profiles 24 athletes who overcame seemingly insurmountable medical odds to attain athletic
success. Each profile describes the athlete's problem, the medical issues he or she faced, how
success was achieved despite the setback, and the personal qualities that helped the athlete to
prevail. Part I features 15 athletes who dealt with diseases and physical disabilities, including Babe
Didrikson Zaharias (cancer), Ron Santo (diabetes), Gail Devers (Graves' disease), Alonzo Mourning
(kidney disease), Wilma Rudolph (polio), Scott Hamilton (a pancreatic disorder in childhood) and
Jimmy Abbott (born with one hand). Part II highlights nine athletes who dealt with near-fatal or
life-changing accidents and injuries, including Bill Toomey, Three-Finger Brown, Greg LeMond, Lou
Brissie and Tommy John.

biggest comeback in golf history: The New York Times Encyclopedia of Sports: Golf
Gene Brown, 1979 Traces the history of various indoor and outdoor sports as presented in articles
appearing in the New York Times.

biggest comeback in golf history: Best of Golf Publications International, Limited, 2005
Includes brief biographies of golfers (such as: Nancy Lopez, Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Tiger
Toods and more), brief overviews of courses (such as: the National, Pebble Beach, and more), as well
as memorable moments in golf history (such as: best tournaments, best rounds, longest drivers,
etc.).

biggest comeback in golf history: African American Lives Henry Louis Gates, Evelyn
Brooks Higginbotham, 2004-04-29 The first book of its kind since 1982's Dictionary of American
Negro Biography, African American Lives leads us into a new era of African American biographical
scholarship. In collaboration with Oxford University Press and the American Council of Learned
Societies, and with contributions from over four hundred scholars and experts in many fields, the
editors and their staff at the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research at
Harvard University have collected in this single volume the lives of many of the most important and
most interesting names in African American history.--BOOK JACKET.

biggest comeback in golf history: Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Golf But Were
Too Afraid to Ask Iain Macintosh, 2010-04-01 A witty, off-the-wall guide to the rules and
appreciation of golf.

biggest comeback in golf history: Golf's Greatest Moments Robert Sidorsky, 2003-11-12
Collects writings about golf, including contributions from great writers, humorists, and essayists,
including Thomas Boswell and George Plimpton, as well as historic action shots, posters, paintings,
and magazine covers.

biggest comeback in golf history: The Michigan Alumnus , 1942 In v.1-8 the final number
consists of the Commencement annual.

biggest comeback in golf history: 101 Fascinating Golf Facts David McPherson, 2025-02-18
Tee off your season with 101 delightful trivia on the greatest game. Did you know a Canadian coined




the term “mulligan” — a noun meaning “do-over” — which many recreational golfers take on the
first tee after an errant drive? Or that the creators of one of the greatest board games ever, Trivial
Pursuit, also built a devilish golf course north of Toronto? How about this fact: the world’s most
expensive public golf course will set you back $1,000 to play just one round. Here’s one more:
Scotland, where golf was invented in the Middle Ages, later banned the sport — not just once, but
three times. In 101 Fascinating Golf Facts, author, historian, and award-winning golf journalist
David McPherson shares these stories and 97 more fascinating and fun tales that illustrate the
sport’s rich history, entertaining both golf lovers and trivia buffs alike.

biggest comeback in golf history: Sports in American History, 2E Gems, Gerald, Borish,
Linda, Pfister, Gertrud, 2017-02-27 Sports in American History: From Colonization to Globalization,
Second Edition, journeys from the early American past to the present to give students a compelling
grasp of the evolution of American sporting practices.

biggest comeback in golf history: Miracle at Medinah: Europe's Amazing Ryder Cup
Comeback Oliver Holt, 2012-11-22 Golf fans will not forget the 39th Ryder Cup in a hurry. Staged at
the Medinah Country Club just outside of Chicago, the 2012 event has already gone down as the
most remarkable competition in its 85-year history. The American team had home advantage, and a
golf course unapologetically set up to suit its own players. Supported by tens of thousands of loud
and proud fans, the USA's star-studded line-up dominated the first two days and ended the Saturday
with a seemingly unassailable 10-6 advantage. No away team had ever won the Ryder Cup from such
an unpromising position. Sunday was singles day, traditionally the forte of American teams. The
situation looked bleak, especially when European team member and number 1 golfer in the world,
Rory Mcllroy, very nearly missed his tee-off time. Yet slowly but surely, the European team - who
had top-loaded their line-up in one last throw of the dice - started to turn the scoreboard blue. With
inspirational captain Jose Maria Olazabal stiring European blood with thoughts of the late Ryder Cup
magician Seve Ballesteros (whose silhouette was emblazoned on the players' sweaters and bags), the
tide turned and the previously dominant American players started to crumble in the face of the
onslaught. Suddenly European players were holing miraculous putts to win holes out of the blue.
Something very special was happening. When German Martin Kaymer sank his putt on the
eighteenth green to clinch the point that retained the Ryder Cup, the most astonishing comeback in
the event's long and distinuished history was complete. Miracle at Medinah is the compelling
narrative of those amazing three days in Illinois, a fitting chronicle of an unbelievable sporting story.
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