
hold on to your kids

**Hold On to Your Kids: Building Stronger Parent-Child Connections in a Distracted World**

hold on to your kids isn’t just a catchy phrase; it’s a vital reminder for parents navigating the complexities
of raising children today. In a world filled with distractions—from smartphones to social media, from busy
schedules to external pressures—maintaining a deep, meaningful connection with your children can
sometimes feel like an uphill battle. But this connection is essential, not only for your child’s emotional
development but also for fostering trust and resilience that will serve them throughout life.

In this article, we’ll explore what it truly means to hold on to your kids, why it matters so much, and
practical ways to strengthen your bond with them. Along the way, we’ll touch on related concepts such as
attachment parenting, emotional availability, and the importance of quality time, helping you create an
environment where your child feels secure, understood, and loved.

Why Holding On to Your Kids Matters More Than Ever

In recent decades, researchers have increasingly highlighted the importance of secure parent-child
attachment. When children feel emotionally connected to their parents, they develop a strong sense of
security that influences their social skills, academic performance, and mental health. The phrase “hold on to
your kids” has become popularized through books and movements that emphasize reconnecting with
children on a deeper emotional level.

The Impact of Technology on Parent-Child Relationships

One of the biggest challenges parents face today is technology. While devices offer incredible benefits, they
can also create emotional distance. Children might retreat into screens, and parents might find themselves
distracted by emails or social media notifications. This digital divide can erode the parent-child connection if
not managed mindfully.

To hold on to your kids in this digital age means being intentional about when and how technology is used.
Setting boundaries around screen time and dedicating device-free moments for real conversations can
significantly improve the quality of your interactions.

Attachment Parenting and Emotional Security

Attachment parenting is a philosophy that encourages parents to respond sensitively to their children’s



needs, fostering a secure base from which kids can explore the world confidently. Central to this approach
is emotional availability—being present and attentive to your child’s feelings without judgment.

When you hold on to your kids through attachment parenting techniques, you’re laying the foundation for
lifelong emotional health. This doesn’t mean being overprotective but rather staying attuned to their
emotional world, validating their experiences, and offering comfort when needed.

Practical Ways to Hold On to Your Kids

It’s one thing to understand the importance of connection, but how do you actually do it on a daily basis?
Here are some actionable strategies to help you hold on to your kids more effectively.

Create Quality Time Rituals

Quality time isn’t just about quantity; it’s about meaningful engagement. Establish simple daily or weekly
rituals where your attention is fully on your child. This could be:

Reading a book together before bed

Cooking or baking as a team

Taking a walk without phones

Having a “talk time” during meals

These moments build trust and show your kid that they are a priority, reinforcing your emotional
connection.

Practice Active Listening

When your child talks, really listen. Active listening means giving your full attention, reflecting back
what you hear, and withholding judgment or immediate solutions. This encourages children to express
themselves honestly and helps you understand their inner world better.

For example, if your child says, “I had a bad day at school,” instead of rushing to fix it, try responding with,



“That sounds tough. Do you want to tell me more about what happened?” This approach fosters open
communication and emotional safety.

Encourage Emotional Expression

Children need to feel safe expressing a full range of emotions—from joy to frustration, sadness to
excitement. When parents hold on to their kids emotionally, they validate these feelings rather than
dismissing or minimizing them.

You can encourage emotional expression by naming feelings together (“You seem really upset about that”)
and modeling healthy ways to cope, such as deep breathing, drawing, or talking through problems.

Set Boundaries with Compassion

Holding on to your kids doesn’t mean allowing everything or avoiding discipline. Instead, it means setting
clear boundaries with empathy. Consistent and fair limits provide a sense of safety, while compassionate
enforcement shows your child that rules come from a place of love.

For instance, if your child resists bedtime, you can acknowledge their feelings (“I know you want to stay
up longer”) while gently explaining the importance of sleep and sticking to a routine.

Challenges That May Make Holding On Difficult

Parenting is rarely easy, and sometimes external factors make it harder to maintain close connections.

Work-Life Balance Struggles

Many parents juggle demanding jobs and family life, leaving little energy for focused interactions.
Prioritizing time with your kids—even in small pockets—can help bridge this gap. Sometimes, it’s about
quality over quantity, making the moments you do have count.

Adolescence and Growing Independence

As children enter their teenage years, they naturally seek more independence, which can strain parent-
child bonds. Holding on to your kids during adolescence means adapting your approach—being less



controlling but more available emotionally. Respect their growing autonomy while showing you’re still a
safe harbor.

Parental Stress and Mental Health

Parents under stress or managing their own mental health challenges may find it difficult to stay
emotionally available. Seeking support, practicing self-care, and sometimes professional help are important
steps to ensure you can be fully present for your children.

The Long-Term Benefits of Holding On to Your Kids

The investment you make in holding on to your kids pays off in numerous ways as they grow into
adulthood.

Stronger Self-Esteem: Children who feel securely connected to their parents tend to have higher
confidence and better self-worth.

Better Emotional Regulation: Kids learn how to manage their emotions by mirroring their parents’
responses and feeling safe to express themselves.

Improved Social Skills: Secure attachments often translate into healthier relationships with peers and
partners later in life.

Reduced Behavioral Problems: When children feel understood and supported, they are less likely to
act out or engage in risky behaviors.

Holding on to your kids means giving them a lifelong gift: the knowledge that they are deeply loved and
valued no matter what.

Parenting with Presence: A Lifelong Commitment

At its core, holding on to your kids is about presence—not just physical presence, but emotional and
psychological availability. It’s about tuning in to their needs, fears, dreams, and joys, and responding with
love and consistency.



While parenting styles and challenges may evolve, the fundamental need for connection remains constant.
By consciously making space for your children in your heart and life, you nurture not only their growth
but also your own fulfillment as a parent.

In a busy, fast-paced world, holding on to your kids might be the most important thing you do each day. It’s
a journey filled with ups and downs, but one that ultimately builds a relationship that can weather any
storm and flourish over a lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main concept behind 'Hold On to Your Kids'?
The main concept behind 'Hold On to Your Kids' is that strong parent-child relationships are essential for
healthy child development, and parents should prioritize emotional connection over peer influence.

Who are the authors of 'Hold On to Your Kids'?
The authors of 'Hold On to Your Kids' are Dr. Gordon Neufeld and Dr. Gabor Maté.

Why is peer orientation considered a problem in 'Hold On to Your Kids'?
Peer orientation is considered a problem because when children look primarily to their peers for guidance
and acceptance, it can undermine parental authority and lead to behavioral and emotional issues.

How can parents 'hold on' to their kids according to the book?
Parents can 'hold on' to their kids by fostering attachment, spending quality time, being emotionally
available, and creating a secure and nurturing environment.

What role does attachment play in 'Hold On to Your Kids'?
Attachment is central to the book’s message; it asserts that secure attachment between parents and children
is crucial for healthy emotional and social development.

Is 'Hold On to Your Kids' relevant for teenagers as well as younger
children?
Yes, the principles in 'Hold On to Your Kids' apply to children of all ages, including teenagers, as
maintaining strong parent-child bonds is important throughout development.



How does 'Hold On to Your Kids' suggest dealing with peer pressure?
The book suggests that by strengthening the parent-child relationship and fostering attachment, parents can
reduce the negative impact of peer pressure on their children.

What are some practical strategies from 'Hold On to Your Kids' for
improving parent-child connection?
Practical strategies include active listening, empathetic communication, consistent presence, setting
boundaries with love, and engaging in shared activities to build trust and attachment.

Additional Resources
Hold On to Your Kids: Navigating the Complexities of Parent-Child Attachment in Modern Society

hold on to your kids is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates a growing concern among parents, educators,
and psychologists about the evolving dynamics between children and their caregivers. In a world
increasingly dominated by digital distractions, social pressures, and shifting cultural norms, maintaining a
strong, healthy bond with children has become both more challenging and more critical. This analysis
delves into the principles behind the concept, explores its psychological foundations, and examines practical
implications for families striving to foster secure attachments amid contemporary challenges.

Understanding the Concept of "Hold On to Your Kids"

The phrase "hold on to your kids" gained prominence primarily through the influential work of Canadian
psychologists Gordon Neufeld and Gabor Maté, who co-authored the book *Hold On to Your Kids: Why
Parents Need to Matter More Than Peers*. Their thesis centers on the premise that children’s
development is profoundly influenced by their attachments, with the parent-child relationship serving as a
cornerstone for healthy growth. When children’s primary attachments shift from their caregivers to their
peers prematurely, a range of developmental issues may arise.

This shift, often referred to as peer orientation, can lead to increased susceptibility to negative peer
pressure, diminished parental authority, and a weakening of familial bonds. The authors argue that in
modern society, various factors—such as increased screen time, fragmented family structures, and societal
emphasis on peer acceptance—have contributed to this early detachment from parents.

The Psychological Foundations of Attachment Theory



Attachment theory, initially developed by psychologist John Bowlby, underscores the importance of early
emotional bonds between children and their caregivers. Secure attachments foster trust, emotional
regulation, and social competence, while insecure attachments can lead to difficulties in relationships and
self-esteem.

Neufeld and Maté’s work builds on this foundation, emphasizing that attachment is not just a phase but an
ongoing process that shapes a child’s worldview and coping mechanisms. They advocate for parents to
actively nurture these bonds to counterbalance the powerful influence of peers, particularly during
adolescence when identity formation is critical.

The Modern Challenges to Parent-Child Attachment

The landscape of childhood and adolescence has transformed dramatically over recent decades. Several
contemporary trends complicate the ability of parents to hold on to their kids effectively:

Digital Distractions: The pervasive use of smartphones, social media, and online gaming platforms
often diverts children’s attention away from family interactions, leading to superficial connections
and reduced quality time.

Peer Pressure and Social Media Influence: Online communities and peer groups exert considerable
influence, sometimes encouraging behaviors and attitudes that conflict with parental values.

Changing Family Structures: Single-parent households, blended families, and dual-working-parent
dynamics may reduce opportunities for consistent, nurturing interactions.

Educational and Extracurricular Demands: Increased academic pressures and packed schedules can
limit relaxed family time, essential for bonding.

These factors contribute to what experts describe as a ‘displacement’ of parental attachment, where children
seek identity and belonging primarily within peer groups rather than the family unit.

Implications of Weakening Parent-Child Bonds

The consequences of diminished parental attachment are multifaceted. Research indicates that children
who prioritize peer approval over parental guidance are more prone to risky behaviors, such as substance
abuse, early sexual activity, and delinquency. Moreover, the lack of a secure emotional base can exacerbate
mental health issues including anxiety and depression.



In educational settings, children with weak parental ties often display lower motivation and academic
performance. Conversely, strong family connections have been linked to resilience, better emotional
regulation, and adaptive social skills.

Strategies for Parents to Hold On to Their Kids

Addressing the challenges of modern parenting requires intentional effort and adaptability. Several
approaches have emerged as effective in reinforcing parent-child attachment.

Prioritizing Quality Time Over Quantity

While busy schedules are a reality, the emphasis must be on the quality of interactions. Engaging in
meaningful conversations, shared activities, and demonstrating genuine interest in children’s lives fosters a
sense of security and value.

Establishing Clear Boundaries and Consistent Discipline

Maintaining parental authority through consistent and fair discipline helps children understand
expectations and feel safe within defined limits. This consistency strengthens trust and respect.

Limiting Screen Time and Encouraging Offline Interactions

Managing digital consumption is crucial. Parents who model balanced media use and encourage face-to-face
interactions help children develop social skills and focus on family connections.

Supporting Emotional Expression and Active Listening

Creating an environment where children feel heard and validated promotes openness. Active listening
techniques and empathetic responses enhance emotional bonds.

Fostering Shared Values and Traditions

Cultural and family traditions provide a sense of belonging and identity. Participating in rituals or routines



together can fortify the parent-child relationship.

The Role of Schools and Communities

Beyond the family, schools and communities play pivotal roles in supporting children's attachment to their
parents. Collaborative efforts such as parent education programs, counseling services, and community-
building activities can reinforce family bonds.

Educators who recognize the importance of parental involvement and encourage family participation create
a supportive ecosystem. Community centers that offer family-oriented events provide opportunities for
shared experiences and social cohesion.

Comparative Perspectives: Global Parenting Styles and Attachment

Cross-cultural studies reveal varying approaches to parent-child attachment. For example, collectivist
societies often emphasize interdependence and extended family networks, which can naturally reinforce
attachment. In contrast, individualistic cultures may prioritize autonomy and peer relationships, sometimes
at the expense of parental influence.

Understanding these cultural nuances can inform strategies tailored to specific family contexts and societal
expectations.

Evaluating the Pros and Cons of Emphasizing Parental
Attachment

While the benefits of strong parent-child bonds are well-documented, it is important to consider potential
drawbacks or challenges.

Pros:

Enhanced emotional security and well-being

Reduced likelihood of negative peer influence

Improved academic and social outcomes



Stronger family cohesion and support networks

Cons:

Risk of overprotection limiting independence

Potential conflicts if parental values clash with societal norms

Challenges in balancing attachment with fostering autonomy

Effective parenting involves navigating these complexities, balancing holding on to your kids while
allowing space for growth and self-expression.

Emerging Research and Future Directions

Ongoing studies continue to explore how technology, societal changes, and evolving family dynamics
influence attachment. Innovations in neuroscience have shed light on the biological underpinnings of
bonding, while longitudinal research tracks the long-term effects of early attachment experiences.

Future approaches may integrate digital tools to support parent-child connections, such as apps designed for
family engagement or platforms facilitating communication. Additionally, public policy initiatives aimed at
reducing parental stress and promoting work-life balance could indirectly strengthen familial attachments.

As society advances, the core challenge remains: how to hold on to your kids in a way that supports their
development into confident, compassionate, and well-adjusted individuals. The answer lies in adapting
timeless principles of attachment to contemporary realities, ensuring that the parent-child relationship
remains a steadfast anchor amid change.

Hold On To Your Kids
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  hold on to your kids: Hold on to Your Kids Gabor Maté, Gordon Neufeld, 2019-01-03 ‘Maté’s
book will make you examine your behaviour in a new light’ Guardian ‘Bold, wise and deeply moral.
[Maté] is a healer to be cherished’ Naomi Klein, author of No Logo and The Shock Doctrine Children
take their lead from their friends: being ‘cool’ matters more than anything else. Shaping values,
identity and codes of behaviour, peer groups are often far more influential than parents. But this
situation is far from natural, and it can be dangerous – it undermines family cohesion, interferes with
healthy development, and fosters a hostile and sexualized youth culture. Children end up becoming
conformist, anxious and alienated. In Hold on to Your Kids, acclaimed physician and bestselling
author Gabor Maté joins forces with Gordon Neufeld, a psychologist with a reputation for
penetrating to the heart of complex parenting. Together they pinpoint the causes of this breakdown
and offer practical advice on how to ‘reattach’ to sons and daughters, establish the hierarchy at
home, make children feel safe and understood, and earn back your children's loyalty and love. This
updated edition also addresses the unprecedented parenting challenges posed by the rise of digital
devices and social media. By helping to reawaken our instincts, Maté and Neufeld empower parents
to be what nature intended: a true source of contact, security and warmth for their children.
  hold on to your kids: Hold On to Your Kids Gordon Neufeld, Gabor Maté, MD, 2013-08-13
NATIONAL BESTSELLER This parenting classic on one of the most disturbing and misunderstood
trends of our time--peers replacing parents in the lives of children--is now more relevant than ever.
The latest edition includes new material on how social media and video game culture are affecting
our children, and what parents can do. In Hold On to Your Kids, Dr. Neufeld and Dr. Maté explore
the phenomenon of peer orientation: the troubling tendency of children and youth to look to their
peers for direction--for a sense of right and wrong, for values, identity and codes of behaviour. But
peer orientation undermines family cohesion, poisons the school atmosphere, and fosters an
aggressively hostile and sexualized youth culture. It provides a powerful explanation for schoolyard
bullying and youth violence; it is an escalating trend that has never been adequately described or
contested until Hold On to Your Kids. Once understood, it becomes self-evident--as do the solutions.
  hold on to your kids: Hold On to Your Kids Gordon Neufeld, Gabor Maté, MD, 2006-08-15
International authority on child development Gordon Neufeld, Ph.D., joins forces with New York
Times bestselling author Gabor Maté, M.D., to tackle one of the most disturbing trends of our time:
Children today looking to their peers for direction—their values, identity, and codes of behavior. This
“peer orientation” undermines family cohesion, interferes with healthy development, and fosters a
hostile and sexualized youth culture. Children end up becoming overly conformist, desensitized, and
alienated, and being “cool” matters more to them than anything else. Hold On to Your Kids explains
the causes of this crucial breakdown of parental influence—and demonstrates ways to “reattach” to
sons and daughters, establish the proper hierarchy in the home, make kids feel safe and understood,
and earn back your children’s loyalty and love. This updated edition also specifically addresses the
unprecedented parenting challenges posed by the rise of digital devices and social media. By helping
to reawaken instincts innate to us all, Neufeld and Maté will empower parents to be what nature
intended: a true source of contact, security, and warmth for their children.
  hold on to your kids: Hold on to Your Kids Gordon Neufeld, 2012
  hold on to your kids: Summary of Hold on to Your Kids Darren Smith, 2023 Children take their
lead from their friends: being 'cool' matters more than anything else. Shaping values, identity and
codes of behaviour, peer groups are often far more influential than parents. But this situation is far
from natural, and it can be dangerous - it undermines family cohesion, interferes with healthy
development, and fosters a hostile and sexualized youth culture. Children end up becoming
conformist, anxious and alienated. In Hold on to Your Kids, acclaimed physician and bestselling
author Gabor Maté joins forces with Gordon Neufeld, a psychologist with a reputation for
penetrating to the heart of complex parenting. Together they pinpoint the causes of this breakdown
and offer practical advice on how to 'reattach' to sons and daughters, establish the hierarchy at
home, make children feel safe and understood, and earn back your children's loyalty and love. This



updated edition also addresses the unprecedented parenting challenges posed by the rise of digital
devices and social media. By helping to reawaken our instincts, Maté and Neufeld empower parents
to be what nature intended: a true source of contact, security and warmth for their children.
DISCLAIMER: The contents of this book is never to supplant the original book but rather to help
readers figure out a smart read. This summary has been approximately created nailing down the
fundamental central issues, and realities, and summed up subtleties to assist developing
comprehension you might interpret the book. Have a pleasant read!
  hold on to your kids: Summary of Gordon Neufeld & Gabor Maté's Hold On to Your Kids
Everest Media,, 2022-05-28T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The modern parent struggles to raise children who are not as
respectful and disciplined as they were when they were children. Many parents feel as though they
are not making any progress with their children, and they are growing more and more frustrated. #2
The gap between children and adults has never been bigger. We struggle to live up to our image of
what parenting should be like, and we feel as if we are failing at the task. We are also afraid that the
world has become less safe for our children, and we are powerless to protect them. #3 The state of
affairs is ironic, given that more is known about child development than ever before and that we
have more access to courses and books on childrearing than any previous generation of parents. #4
The secret of parenting is not in what a parent does, but rather who the parent is to a child. When a
child seeks contact and closeness with us, we become empowered as a nurturer, a comforter, a
guide, a model, a teacher, or a coach.
  hold on to your kids: Trauma-Proofing Your Kids Peter A. Levine, Ph.D., Maggie Kline,
2014-09-16 Understand the different types of upsets and traumas your child may experience—and
learn how to teach them how to be resilient, confident, and even joyful The number of anxious,
depressed, hyperactive and withdrawn children is staggering—and still growing! Millions have
experienced bullying, violence (real or in the media), abuse or sexual molestation. Many other kids
have been traumatized from more “ordinary” ordeals such as terrifying medical procedures,
accidents, loss and divorce. Trauma-Proofing Your Kids sends a lifeline to parents who wonder how
they can help their worried and troubled children now. It offers simple but powerful tools to keep
children safe from danger and to help them “bounce back” after feeling scared and overwhelmed.
No longer will kids have to be passive prey to predators or the innocent victims of life’s
circumstances. In addition to arming parents with priceless protective strategies, best-selling
authors Dr. Peter A. Levine and Maggie Kline offer an antidote to trauma and a recipe for creating
resilient kids no matter what misfortune has besieged them. Trauma-Proofing Your Kids is a treasure
trove of simple-to-follow “stress-busting,” boundary-setting, sensory/motor-awareness activities that
counteract trauma’s effect on a child’s body, mind and spirit. Including a chapter on how to navigate
the inevitable difficulties that arise during the various ages and stages of development, this
ground-breaking book simplifies an often mystifying and complex subject, empowering parents to
raise truly confident and joyful kids despite stressful and turbulent times.
  hold on to your kids: Trauma Through a Child's Eyes Peter A. Levine, Ph.D., Maggie Kline,
2010-05-18 What parents, educators, and health professionals can do to recognize, prevent, and heal
childhood trauma, from infancy through adolescence—by the author of Waking the Tiger Trauma can
result not only from catastrophic events such as abuse, violence, or loss of loved ones, but from
natural disasters and everyday incidents like auto accidents, medical procedures, divorce, or even
falling off a bicycle. At the core of this book is the understanding of how trauma is imprinted on the
body, brain, and spirit—often resulting in anxiety, nightmares, depression, physical illnesses,
addictions, hyperactivity, and aggression. Rich with case studies and hands-on activities, Trauma
Through a Child’s Eyes gives insight into children’s innate ability to rebound with the appropriate
support, and provides their caregivers with tools to overcome and prevent trauma. “Trauma Through
A Child’s Eyes . . . creates its own mold in a way that everyone concerned with the health and
happiness of children will be grateful for.” —Gabor Maté, MD, author of Hold On to Your Kids
  hold on to your kids: Hold on to Your Kids: why Parents Matter Gordon Neufeld, 2004



  hold on to your kids: SmartHelp for Good 'n' Angry Kids Frank Jacobelli, Lynn Ann Watson,
2009-09-17 SmartHelp for Good ‘n’ Angry Kids provides the reader with an innovative tool for
determining a child’s individual learning strengths, and for pairing this information with specific,
carefully crafted activities that teach the child about anger and its appropriate expression. Provides
innovative tools for identifying each child's individual learning strengths Includes Personalized
Learning – providing primary, secondary and tertiary techniques to suit your child A vital
supplement to standard psychotherapeutic approaches such as play therapy, cognitive behavioural,
family therapy and traditional anger management techniques
  hold on to your kids: Conceptions of Childhood and Moral Education in Philosophy for
Children Dina Mendonça, Florian Franken Figueiredo, 2022-01-11 Philosophy for Children (P4C)
has long been considered as crucial for children’s ethical and moral education and a decisive
contribution for education for the democratic life. The book gathers contributions from experts in
the field who reflect on fundamental issues on how childhood and ethics are interrelated within the
P4C movement. The main interest of this volume is to offer an understanding of how different
philosophical conceptions of childhood can be coordinated with different ethical and meta-ethical
philosophical considerations in P4C addressing topics such as P4C and relativism, P4C and Virtue
ethics, ethics and emotions in P4C, philosophical commitments and P4C application, and Socratic
practice within a pragmatist framework. A thought-provoking collection about how assumptions of
particular philosophical conceptions of childhood modify moral and ethical education and a
testimony of the undeniable contribution of P4C for moral education and reconceptualization of
childhood.
  hold on to your kids: Unschooling To University Judy L. Arnall, 2018-09-21 School is one
option for education; homeschooling is the second, and unschooling is the third. Many parents are
frustrated by the school system, perhaps because of bullying, crowded classrooms, and outdated,
dull, online courses. Disengaged learners that have no say in their coerced curriculum tend to act
out, tune out, or drop out. Education must change and unschooling is the fastest-growing alternative
method of learning. Two decades ago, students registered with their local school based on their
house address. Now, with the internet, students are borderless. Learning can occur anywhere,
anytime, anyway and from anyone-including self-taught. Self-directing their education, unschoolers
learn through: - Play - Projects - Reading - Volunteering - Video games - Sports - Mentorship - Travel
- Life This book explores the path of 30 unschooled children who self-directed all or part of their
education and were accepted by universities, colleges, and other postsecondary schools. Most have
already graduated. What children need most are close relationships-parents, teachers, siblings,
relatives, coaches, and mentors within a wider community, not just within an institutional school.
Educational content is everywhere. Caring relationships are not. Families that embrace unschooling,
do not have to choose between a quality education and a relaxed, connected family lifestyle. They
can have both.
  hold on to your kids: Kids Are Like Jell-O (R) Lynn Edwards, 2003-06 So, you are a parent!
Congratulations! But, don't bother looking for the 25 page instruction manual, because there isn't
one. There isn't even a tag that says do not remove and pillows have that. There isn't even a label
that says not to dry clean or tumble dry. Nothing. Nada. Nit. You are on your own. They Don't Come
With Instructions, Do They? Unlike VCR's, the care of our precious children is without instruction
manuals. Yet, amid the responsibility, trepidation, and fear...we make JELL-O. Kids are like JELL-O.
Come consult this special recipe for empowering children where all you add is the love! In her series
of family empowerment books, Dr. Lynn Edwards shares with us another classic. Kids Are Like
JELL-O is a delightful way to look at the many issues facing parents today. From teaching kids how
to listen to you to tackling the tougher topics, Dr. Lynn approaches each subject knowledgeably with
her special brand of humor. You will have fun as you discover insightful techniques to enhance your
parenting toolbox.
  hold on to your kids: Potty Train Your Child in Just One Day Teri Crane, 2006-06-06 Finally...a
fun, easy-to-use guide to potty training any child in just ONE DAY Just think, from the time babies



are born until they are toilet trained, they use an average of 4,000 diapers! Potty Train Your Child in
Just One Day is the helpful guide you've been waiting for to get your child out of diapers and turn
the potentially terrifying process of toilet training into an effective and enjoyable bonding experience
with your child. Teri guides parents to the successful one-day potty training of their child by
teaching them how to: • Look for the signs that your child is ready to be potty trained • Make the
potty connection by using a potty-training doll • Create incentive through consistent positive
reinforcement • Use charts, quizzes, and checklists to help with every step of potty training • Know
when it's time to bring in a potty pinch hitter • Complete your potty training -- no more accidents
Once Teri teaches you her techniques, she shares her secret -- potty parties! She has carefully
designed twelve imaginative themes for parties, such as a seriously silly circus, a cartoon character
carnival, or a magic carpet express, and supplies parents with everything they will need. Teri has
proven that a potty party day engages a child in potty training in a way that no other method has
before -- by speaking a toddler's language. A party may translate to fun, games, cake, candy,
presents, and prizes to a child, but with Teri's expertise, parents can use it as a tool to motivate their
child to want to go to the bathroom -- and to keep on going. That's why it works in just one day!
  hold on to your kids: Dadskills Chris Peterson, 2020-05-05 They say that one of the hardest
parts of parenting is that there’s no manual. Well, now there is (at least for dads!). Dadskills delivers
simple, hard-hitting tips and advice in a witty, fun, and easily digestible format. This handy, amusing
book is perfect for the busy guy who has his eye on the “Father of the Year” award. Organized by the
child’s stage and age range, each chapter covers essential insights and techniques to keeping kids
happy, safe, healthy…and stopping them from torturing their parents. Following the style of its
tongue-in-cheek predecessor, Manskills, Dadskills wraps valid, incredibly useful information inside
humorous writing. Chapters cover all stages of the journey: Baby Wrangling: Learn how to prep a go
bag so you're always ready, take a crash course in how to swaddle a baby, and find all you need to
know about properly carrying your newborn. Dealing with Toddlers: Equip yourself to fight night
terrors, learn how to manage tantrums, and make your way through the winding path from crawling
to walking. The Single-Digit Challenge: Prime your kid to be a super student with a custom
geography relief map, find tips for building self confidence, and embrace fun by learning how to
make the perfect sandcastle. Managing Tweens: Get everyone on the same page by creating a
calendar everyone will actually use and learn how to get a tween cooking with easy and fun recipes.
Taming Teenagers: Everything you should know before having the talk, how to build skills through
chores or a first job, and how to teach a teen to drive in four easy steps. Prepping for the Empty
Nest: Tips for staying connected (but not too connected), cherishing memories with a tasteful craft
project, and quick and easy ways to redesign a former kid's room. Can this book prepare you for all
the challenges of fatherhood? Probably not! But every bit helps and you're sure to learn a lesson or
twelve that comes in handy.
  hold on to your kids: Attached at the Heart Barbara Nicholson, Lysa Parker, 2013-08-06
Attached at the Heart offers readers practical parenting advice for the modern age. In its most basic
form, attachment parenting is instinctive. A crying baby is comforted and kept close to parents for
protection. If hungry, he or she is breastfed. And while it is understood that there is no such thing as
perfect parenting, research suggests that there is a strong correlation between a heightened sense
of respect, empathy, and affection in those children raised the attachment parenting way. In this
controversial book, readers will gain much needed insight into childrearing while learning to trust
the intuitive knowledge of their child, ultimately building a strong foundation that will strengthen
the parent-child bond. Contrary to popular belief, attachment parenting has been practiced in one
form or another since recorded history. Over the years, it had been slowly replaced by a more
detached parenting style—a style that is now believed by experts to be a lead contributing factor to
suicide, depression, and violence. The concept of attachment parenting—a term originally coined by
parenting experts William and Martha Sears—has increasingly been validated by research in many
fields of study, such as child development, psychology, and neuroscience. Also known as conscious
parenting, natural parenting, compassionate parenting, or empathic parenting, its goal is to



stimulate optimal child development. While many attachment-parenting recommendations likely
counter popular societal beliefs, authors Barbara Nicholson and Lysa Parker are quick to point out
that the benefits outweigh the backlash of criticism that advocates of detached parenting may
impose.
  hold on to your kids: The Good Dad Guide Charles Marshall, 2016-08-01 Most dads want to be
awesome dads who are willing to do whatever it takes to help their children grow into successful
adults. And they want to have fun doing it! With his trademark humor, Christian comedian and
motivational speaker Charles Marshall helps guide dads through the joys and trials of fatherhood.
With intriguing insights, biblically based wisdom, and stories from his life and the lives of others, he
explores seven key attributes of awesome dads and shares why real men change diapers how to
maximize time with your kids why you should sometimes let your kids fail when you need to fight for
your kids how becoming a father can be the best thing you never intended From encouraging dads
to participate in their children's lives to sharing practical ways to prepare kids for adulthood and
everything in between, Charles Marshall helps men gain the confidence they need to be awesome
dads.
  hold on to your kids: Parenting Brett Ullman, 2020-07-31 After more than two decades and
over two thousand presentations, my interactions with parents reveal that although most want to
learn and parent their best, they feel ill-equipped. Kids don’t come with manuals. The goal of this
book is to equip and empower you as a parent, grandparent, or youth leader to help kids navigate all
aspects of life in the current culture. How do we sift through the unending philosophies on parenting
and be intentional in how we choose what’s best for our family? The number of voices is
overwhelming. This book distills the essential elements of parenting so you can apply them in your
own home. It approaches parenting from a Christian perspective and is filled with practical advice
that is applicable to everyone. As we explore the foundations of parenting, we will look at: Parenting.
What are the stages of parenting? What is the current state of parenting? What is the purpose of
parenting? Parenting styles. What are they and which ones should I be using? What might I need to
alter about my current parenting style? Progression of parenting. What are the skills our children
need to learn? Time. What does quality time and being present with my kids look like?
Communication. How can I gain better communication skills so that I can more effectively connect
with my kids? Discipline. How do I effectively discipline my children? Family discipleship. Why is our
worldview important, and how we can raise kids with a Christian worldview? Mental Health. How do
we address issues like anxiety, panic attacks, and depression? Engaging the Culture. How do we
empower our kids to engage the culture around us without compromising their faith? Media. How
can we help our kids navigate technology? Sexuality. How do we direct our kids towards healthy
sexuality? Pornography. What is the prevalence of pornography and how do we address its impact on
our kids? Dating. How do we best avoid pitfalls in dating? Finances and education. How can we help
our children make sound financial and education choices? Drugs and alcohol. What tools are
available to assist in drug-proofing our kids? Loneliness. How do we prevent disconnection in our
kids and help them to create community?
  hold on to your kids: Come On Home Jessica Smartt, 2025-09-23 Family doesn’t have to be
perfect to be strong. We all have our own ideas of what a “strong family” is—but too often, the
picture in our minds seems desperately far from our real lives. We long to build a home that our
children want to come back to, a healthy environment where they can make mistakes and try again.
We long for a place of unconditional love, a foundation to launch them into this crazy world without
feeling lost or untethered. But how? And what if you feel like it’s too late? Beloved author of Memory
Making Mom Jessica Smartt is right there with you in the trenches of parenting and family life. She
has great news: a strong family culture has nothing to do with flawless behavior, a Pinterest-perfect
home, or continual harmony. In Come on Home, Jessica will equip parents to create the family they
long for, with the people in their actual homes. It’s never too late to build a strong family. Based on
statistics, jam-packed with concrete examples, and infused with Jessica’s trademark down-to-earth
humor, Come on Home will help you discover: thirteen foundational characteristics like prayer,



friendship, and loyalty for a close-knit family, or what a family needs to grow strong interviews with
different kinds of strong families from all backgrounds and circumstances new patterns of discipline
that hold boundaries without sacrificing connection practical, doable ideas to build strong
relationships between family members, raising siblings who look out for one another, are good
friends, and create lasting bonds principles for moving beyond unhealthy familial cycles to give your
kids a new legacy While building a family will feel hard at times, it will be worth it. It’s never too late
to give our children a soft place to land, a foundation of faithfulness and grace.
  hold on to your kids: Let Them Be Kids Louise Maurice, Are you tired of feeling like you’re
falling behind as a parent—while your child falls under the weight of expectations? Let Them Be
Kids: Escaping the Trap of Performance-Based Parenting is a powerful wake-up call for today’s
overwhelmed families. This book is a compassionate yet bold call to all parents caught in the
invisible rat race of competitive parenting. It exposes how the modern obsession with
achievement—perfect grades, elite teams, Ivy League colleges—has hijacked childhood and turned
well-meaning parents into project managers. Drawing from real stories, psychology, education
insights, and personal reflection, it offers parents a new way to define success—one rooted in values,
well-being, and lifelong growth. Through relatable stories and practical advice, author Louise
Maurice helps you break free from comparison culture and reclaim the joy of raising children who
are not just impressive—but whole. If you're ready to stop micromanaging and start connecting, this
is your invitation to breathe again—and let your child simply be a child.
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