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Number the Stars by Lois Lowry: A Timeless Tale of Courage and Friendship

number the stars by lois lowry is much more than just a historical novel; it’s a heartfelt
story that has touched the hearts of readers young and old since its publication. This
captivating book transports readers to World War II-era Denmark, weaving a narrative
filled with bravery, hope, and the unbreakable bonds of friendship. Lois Lowry’s masterful
storytelling ensures that the story remains relevant, educational, and emotionally
engaging decades after it first appeared on bookshelves.

Understanding the Essence of Number the Stars
by Lois Lowry

At its core, number the stars by Lois lowry is a story about the resilience of the human
spirit amid the horrors of war. Set during the Nazi occupation of Denmark, the book
follows the journey of Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl whose life is irrevocably
changed by the conflict around her. The novel beautifully captures the tension of living
under occupation, yet it also highlights acts of kindness and bravery that shine through
even in the darkest times.

What makes this novel stand out is its ability to present a heavy historical topic in a way
that is accessible and engaging for middle-grade readers. Lois Lowry doesn’t shy away
from the harsh realities of war but balances them with moments of innocence, humor, and
hope, making it a powerful teaching tool in classrooms across the world.

The Historical Context Behind Number the Stars

To truly appreciate number the stars by lois lowry, it helps to understand the historical
backdrop against which the story unfolds. During World War II, Denmark was occupied by
Nazi Germany, and many Danish citizens risked their lives to protect their Jewish
neighbors from persecution and deportation.

The Danish Resistance and the Rescue of Danish Jews

One of the most inspiring true stories reflected in the book is the Danish Resistance’s
efforts to save Jewish people. In 1943, when the Nazis planned to round up Danish Jews,
many were smuggled to safety in Sweden by ordinary Danes who employed boats and
secret routes. This act of collective courage is a central theme in the novel and highlights
the power of community and moral conviction.

Lois Lowry’s depiction of these events brings history to life, encouraging readers to reflect



on the importance of standing up against injustice, even when it’s risky or difficult.

Exploring the Characters of Number the Stars by
Lois Lowry

The characters in number the stars by lois lowry are intricately developed, allowing
readers to connect deeply with their experiences and emotions.

Annemarie Johansen: The Brave Protagonist

Annemarie is a relatable and inspiring heroine. Through her eyes, readers witness the
tension of hiding secrets, the fear of losing loved ones, and the strength required to face
danger head-on. Her growth throughout the novel—from a carefree child to a courageous
young girl—illustrates the impact of extraordinary circumstances on ordinary people.

Other Key Characters

- **Ellen Rosen:** Annemarie’s best friend, whose Jewish identity puts her in grave
danger. Ellen’s character brings personal stakes to the story and represents the real
people whose lives were at risk.
- **Mama and Papa Johansen:** Their quiet strength and quick thinking demonstrate the
sacrifices families make to protect each other.
- **Uncle Henrik:** A fisherman who plays a crucial role in the rescue efforts, symbolizing
the everyday heroes who took immense risks during the war.

The Themes That Make Number the Stars by Lois
Lowry Enduring

Several important themes run through number the stars by lois lowry, contributing to its
lasting impact and relevance.

Courage and Sacrifice

The novel shows that courage isn’t just about grand heroic deeds; it’s often about small,
quiet acts of defiance and kindness. Whether it’s hiding a friend or lying to protect
someone, the characters demonstrate that bravery takes many forms.



Friendship and Loyalty

At the heart of the story is the friendship between Annemarie and Ellen. Their loyalty to
one another, despite the dangers they face, underscores the novel’s message about the
importance of standing by those we care about.

The Impact of War on Innocence

Lois Lowry doesn’t sugarcoat the effect of war on children. Through Annemarie’s
experiences, readers see how war disrupts normal life, forcing young people to confront
fear and make difficult choices prematurely.

Why Number the Stars by Lois Lowry is Perfect
for Educational Settings

Teachers and educators have long embraced number the stars by lois lowry as a valuable
resource for teaching about World War II, the Holocaust, and moral courage. Here are
some reasons why it works so well in classrooms:

Age-appropriate storytelling: The book strikes a balance between historical
accuracy and accessibility, making complex historical events understandable for
middle-grade readers.

Encourages empathy: By experiencing the story through a child’s perspective,
students develop empathy for people affected by war and persecution.

Discussion starter: The novel raises important questions about ethics, bravery, and
human rights that prompt meaningful classroom conversations.

Cross-curricular connections: It supports lessons in history, literature, social
studies, and even social-emotional learning.

Tips for Reading Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

If you’re planning to read number the stars by lois lowry with younger readers or as part
of a book club, here are some helpful tips to enhance the experience:

Contextualize the history: Before reading, provide some background on World War1.
II and the Nazi occupation to help readers better understand the setting.



Discuss vocabulary: The book includes terms related to the war and Danish culture;2.
discussing these can enrich comprehension.

Encourage reflection: After key chapters, pause to talk about the characters’3.
decisions and what readers might do in similar situations.

Explore related media: Documentary clips or maps of Denmark during the war can4.
deepen understanding and engagement.

Connect to present-day lessons: Draw parallels between the book’s themes and5.
current events or personal experiences to show the story’s ongoing relevance.

The Legacy of Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

Since its release, number the stars by lois lowry has earned numerous awards, including
the prestigious Newbery Medal. Its legacy extends beyond literary acclaim; it has inspired
generations to learn about history and to appreciate the importance of standing up for
what is right.

Lois Lowry’s ability to humanize a period marked by tragedy through the eyes of a child
makes the story resonate deeply. It remains a staple in children’s literature, reminding
readers that even in the darkest times, hope and courage can prevail.

Whether you’re revisiting this classic or discovering it for the first time, number the stars
by lois lowry offers a powerful, moving experience that lingers long after the last page is
turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Number the Stars' by Lois
Lowry?
The main theme of 'Number the Stars' is courage and the fight against oppression,
focusing on the bravery of ordinary people during the Nazi occupation of Denmark in
World War II.

Who is the protagonist in 'Number the Stars'?
The protagonist of 'Number the Stars' is Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl who
helps her Jewish friend escape the Nazis.



What historical event does 'Number the Stars' depict?
The book depicts the Nazi occupation of Denmark during World War II and the efforts of
Danish citizens to protect their Jewish neighbors from persecution.

How does Annemarie show bravery in the story?
Annemarie shows bravery by risking her safety to help her Jewish friend Ellen and her
family escape to Sweden, despite the dangers posed by the Nazi soldiers.

Why is the title 'Number the Stars' significant?
The title 'Number the Stars' refers to a biblical passage that symbolizes hope and faith,
reflecting the perseverance and courage of the characters in the face of adversity.

What role does Annemarie's family play in the story?
Annemarie's family plays a crucial role in protecting their Jewish friends, participating in
the Danish Resistance, and helping smuggle Jews to safety.

How does Lois Lowry use symbolism in 'Number the
Stars'?
Lowry uses symbolism such as the Star of David necklace, representing Jewish identity
and persecution, and the stars themselves as symbols of hope and resilience.

What is the significance of the handkerchief in the
novel?
The handkerchief is a key plot device containing a special substance that masks the scent
of the Jews, helping them evade Nazi dogs during their escape.

How does 'Number the Stars' educate readers about the
Holocaust?
Through a child's perspective, the novel provides an accessible introduction to the
Holocaust, highlighting human kindness, resistance, and the impact of war on ordinary
families.

What awards has 'Number the Stars' received?
'Number the Stars' won the Newbery Medal in 1990, recognizing it as an outstanding
contribution to American children's literature.



Additional Resources
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry: A Timeless Exploration of Courage and Humanity

number the stars by lois lowry is a historical novel that has captured the hearts of
readers worldwide since its publication in 1989. Renowned author Lois Lowry delves into
the harrowing realities of World War II through the eyes of a young Danish girl, creating a
narrative that is both accessible for younger audiences and profound in its thematic depth.
This book not only serves as a poignant reminder of the atrocities of war but also
highlights the resilience and bravery of ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances.

In-depth Analysis of Number the Stars by Lois
Lowry

Set in Nazi-occupied Denmark, Number the Stars by Lois Lowry tells the story of ten-year-
old Annemarie Johansen, who becomes an unexpected hero in the Danish Resistance’s
efforts to save Jewish families from persecution. The novel is grounded in historical fact,
inspired by true events during the Holocaust, which gives it a strong educational value
alongside its literary merits.

One of the most compelling aspects of this work is Lowry’s ability to balance the
innocence of childhood with the grim realities of war. The narrative is deliberately told
from a child’s perspective, which allows readers to experience the tension and fear
without overwhelming graphic content. This approach makes the book particularly
suitable for middle-grade readers, while still engaging adult audiences with its emotional
sincerity and historical significance.

Historical Context and Accuracy

Lowry’s meticulous research shines through in the vivid portrayal of 1940s Copenhagen.
The depiction of the Danish Resistance, the Nazi occupation’s impact on daily life, and the
efforts to smuggle Jews to safety in Sweden are all rendered with authenticity. The novel
subtly educates readers about the Holocaust’s lesser-known stories—specifically
Denmark’s unique role in protecting its Jewish population.

The author’s use of historical details, such as the German soldiers’ presence, curfews, and
the risk inherent in helping Jews escape, enhances the narrative’s realism. This foundation
allows readers to grasp the magnitude of the characters’ bravery without relying on overt
exposition.

Character Development and Thematic Elements

At its core, Number the Stars explores themes of courage, friendship, sacrifice, and the
moral complexities faced during wartime. Annemarie’s transformation from an innocent



child into a courageous protector encapsulates the novel’s central message about standing
up against injustice.

The relationships between characters, especially between Annemarie and her best friend
Ellen Rosen—a Jewish girl hiding from persecution—underscore the human cost of
prejudice and hatred. The Johansen family’s unwavering commitment to helping Ellen and
her family reflects the broader Danish societal resistance to Nazi oppression.

Lois Lowry’s nuanced characterizations avoid simplistic dichotomies of good versus evil.
Instead, the novel recognizes the fear and challenges faced by all individuals during this
tumultuous period, fostering empathy and understanding in readers.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Lowry employs a straightforward prose style that complements the novel’s target audience
while maintaining literary quality. The first-person narrative invites readers directly into
Annemarie’s world, making the events more immediate and personal.

Symbolism is subtly woven throughout the text—for example, the titular act of “numbering
the stars” alludes to Psalm 147:4 and serves as a metaphor for hope and faith amidst
darkness. Moreover, the use of suspense and pacing effectively maintains engagement,
particularly during tense scenes involving the smuggling of Jewish refugees.

Comparative Perspective: Number the Stars and
Other Holocaust Literature

When compared to other Holocaust novels targeted at young readers, such as Markus
Zusak’s The Book Thief or Karen Hesse’s Out of the Dust, Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
stands out for its gentle yet impactful approach. While The Book Thief incorporates more
graphic depictions and complex narrative structures, Lowry’s book remains accessible and
suitable for younger audiences without diluting the gravity of its subject.

Additionally, Number the Stars can be contrasted with Anne Frank’s Diary, another
seminal work that personalizes the Holocaust through a young girl’s perspective. Unlike
Anne Frank’s firsthand diary entries, Lowry’s novel is a fictionalized account inspired by
real events, allowing for a narrative crafted with deliberate thematic intentions and
educational goals.

Pros and Cons of Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

Pros:

Accessible language suitable for middle-grade readers



Strong, relatable protagonist that fosters empathy

Accurate historical context and educational value

Balanced depiction of complex moral issues

Encourages discussions about courage, prejudice, and humanity

Cons:

Some readers may find the narrative too simplistic

The restrained depiction of violence may not satisfy older readers seeking more
detailed Holocaust accounts

Limited exploration of secondary characters’ perspectives

Educational Impact and Legacy

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry has become a staple in school curricula across the United
States and beyond, often used to introduce young students to the Holocaust and the
concepts of resistance and moral courage. Its blend of history and storytelling makes it an
effective tool for educators aiming to teach complex historical events in an age-
appropriate manner.

The novel’s continued popularity attests to its enduring relevance. It not only informs
readers about a critical historical moment but also inspires reflection on contemporary
issues related to human rights, discrimination, and the importance of standing up for
others.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

The impact of Number the Stars extends beyond the printed page. The novel has been
adapted into stage plays and educational programs, further broadening its reach. These
adaptations preserve the story’s emotional core while bringing it to life in new formats,
engaging diverse audiences.

Moreover, Lois Lowry’s reputation as a distinguished author—her Newbery Medal-winning
works and contributions to children’s literature—adds to the novel’s prestige and visibility.
Number the Stars remains a frequently recommended read for those seeking a thoughtful,
accessible introduction to Holocaust literature.



As society continues grappling with the lessons of history, books like Number the Stars by
Lois Lowry serve as vital reminders of the strength of human compassion and the courage
required to confront injustice. Its narrative, rich with historical detail and emotional
resonance, ensures that the story of Denmark’s resistance and the bravery of its people
will not be forgotten.

Number The Stars By Lois Lowry
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