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How to Put in Clip In Hair Extensions: A Step-by-Step Guide for Gorgeous, Voluminous Hair

how to put in clip in hair extensions is a question many beauty enthusiasts ask when looking to
enhance their hair’s length and volume without committing to permanent treatments. Clip-in hair
extensions are a fantastic, versatile solution that allows you to transform your look in minutes.
Whether you want to add fullness, length, or even experiment with color, these extensions offer
convenience and style with minimal effort.

If you’re new to clip-in extensions or just want to perfect your technique, this guide will walk you
through the entire process, offering tips and tricks to ensure a natural, seamless finish. We’ll also
cover essential preparation steps, maintenance advice, and common mistakes to avoid, so you get
the most out of your clip-in hair extensions.

Understanding Clip In Hair Extensions

Before diving into how to put in clip in hair extensions, it’s useful to understand what they are and
why they’re so popular. Clip-in extensions are sections of hair attached to small clips, which you can
easily snap into your natural hair. Unlike tape-ins or sew-ins, clip-ins don’t require professional
application, damage your hair less, and can be removed at the end of the day.

They come in various lengths, colors, and textures—matching your natural hair closely is key for a
believable, flawless look. Human hair clip-ins are generally more durable and allow for heat styling,
whereas synthetic ones offer budget-friendly options but come with styling limitations.

Preparing Your Hair for Clip In Extensions

Getting your natural hair ready is an important first step to ensure your extensions sit well and blend
seamlessly.

Wash and Dry Your Hair

Start with clean, dry hair. Extensions adhere better to hair that’s free from heavy oils or product
buildup, so washing your hair the day before or the day of application can help. Avoid using heavy
conditioners or styling products that weigh hair down, as this may affect how the clips grip.

Detangle Thoroughly

Use a wide-tooth comb or a detangling brush to remove all knots and tangles. Smooth hair prevents
the clip-ins from catching or slipping, which means more comfort and longevity throughout the day.



Sectioning Your Hair

The secret to a natural look lies in how you section your hair. Use a tail comb to create clean,
horizontal sections starting from the nape of your neck and working your way up. Pin the upper layers
away so you have easy access to the bottom section where the first weft will go.

Step-by-Step: How to Put in Clip In Hair Extensions

Now that your hair is prepped, it’s time to install the extensions. Follow these steps for a smooth,
secure application.

Step 1: Open All the Clips

Before placing the extensions, open all the clips on the wefts. This ensures they will snap shut easily
and securely once positioned on your hair.

Step 2: Attach the First Weft at the Nape

Starting with the bottom section of hair, clip the widest weft along the hairline at the nape of your
neck. Make sure the clips are positioned flat against your scalp to avoid any lifting or discomfort.

Step 3: Release Another Section and Repeat

Let down the next section of hair just above the first weft and clip in a smaller weft, repeating this
process as you work your way up. The goal is to layer the extensions so they blend naturally with your
own hair.

Step 4: Clip in the Side Wefts

Once the back is done, focus on the sides. Take smaller wefts designed for side placements and clip
them in above and around your ears. This adds volume and ensures the extensions blend from all
angles.

Step 5: Blend and Style

After all clips are secure, gently brush through your hair to blend the extensions with your natural
strands. You can use a flat iron, curling wand, or simply finger-style to achieve the desired look. Be
sure to use heat protection when styling to keep both your hair and extensions healthy.



Tips for a Natural Look with Clip In Extensions

Knowing how to put in clip in hair extensions is one thing, but making them look natural is another
skill altogether. Here are some insider tips to help you avoid the telltale signs of extensions.

Match Your Hair Color: Choose extensions that closely match your hair shade and
undertones. If you’re unsure, opt for extensions slightly lighter than your hair, as this blends
better under natural light.

Trim Extensions if Needed: Sometimes clip-ins come in lengths that might look unnatural.
Have a hairstylist trim and layer them to match your haircut.

Don’t Clip Too Close to Roots: Leaving a little space from your scalp helps the clips stay
hidden and prevents discomfort.

Use Texturizing Products: Adding a bit of dry shampoo or texturizing spray to your hair
before clipping in extensions helps create grip and volume, making the clips less noticeable.

Maintaining Your Clip In Hair Extensions

Taking good care of your clip-in extensions ensures they last longer and maintain their quality.

Proper Washing Techniques

Wash your extensions sparingly, about every 10 to 15 wears, using sulfate-free shampoos and
conditioners. Gently detangle before washing, and avoid rubbing or twisting the hair to prevent
tangling.

Storage

Store your extensions flat or hanging in a cool, dry place. Using a dedicated extension hanger or a silk
pouch can help prevent tangles and dust buildup.

Avoid Excessive Heat

Even if your extensions are heat-friendly, minimizing daily heat styling will extend their lifespan.
Always use heat protectant sprays before using any hot tools.



Common Mistakes to Avoid When Putting in Clip In Hair
Extensions

Learning how to put in clip in hair extensions also means knowing what pitfalls to steer clear of.

Skipping Sectioning: Not sectioning hair properly leads to uneven placement and visible
clips.

Overloading Clips: Trying to clip too much hair at once can cause discomfort and insecure
attachment.

Ignoring Hair Texture: If your natural hair is very fine or slippery, prep with texturizing spray
to help clips grip better.

Forgetting to Blend: Not blending the extensions with your own hair leaves obvious lines and
an unnatural look.

Mastering how to put in clip in hair extensions can truly transform your hair styling routine, offering
instant glam with minimal fuss. With the right preparation, technique, and care, you’ll enjoy fuller,
longer hair that looks and feels natural every time you wear it. Whether it’s for a special occasion or
daily confidence boost, clip-in extensions are a beauty game-changer worth embracing.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I prepare my hair before putting in clip-in hair
extensions?
Before putting in clip-in hair extensions, make sure your hair is clean, dry, and tangle-free. Brush your
hair thoroughly to remove any knots and part your hair horizontally starting from the nape of your
neck for easier application.

What is the best technique to clip in hair extensions securely?
To clip in hair extensions securely, section your hair horizontally and tease the roots slightly for extra
grip. Open the clips, position them close to your scalp, and snap them shut firmly. Ensure all clips are
securely fastened to prevent slipping.

How many clip-in extensions should I use for a natural look?
The number of clip-in extensions depends on your hair thickness and desired volume. Generally, using
3-5 wefts spread evenly from the nape to the crown provides a natural look without feeling too heavy.



Can I style clip-in hair extensions after putting them in?
Yes, clip-in hair extensions can be styled with heat tools like curling irons or straighteners, but always
use a heat protectant spray. Make sure the extensions are made of heat-resistant synthetic fibers or
human hair for best results.

How do I blend clip-in extensions with my natural hair?
To blend clip-in extensions with your natural hair, style both together by curling or straightening
them. After clipping in, gently brush your hair and extensions together and trim any uneven ends if
necessary for a seamless look.

Is it necessary to use a mirror when putting in clip-in hair
extensions?
Yes, using a mirror is highly recommended when putting in clip-in hair extensions. A mirror helps you
see the back and sides of your head, ensuring the extensions are placed evenly and securely for a
natural appearance.

How long does it take to put in clip-in hair extensions for
beginners?
For beginners, putting in clip-in hair extensions typically takes about 15 to 30 minutes. With practice,
the process becomes quicker and easier, often taking less than 10 minutes to achieve a flawless look.

Additional Resources
**Mastering the Art of How to Put in Clip In Hair Extensions: A Professional Guide**

how to put in clip in hair extensions is a question that frequently arises among individuals
seeking to enhance their hair volume and length without committing to permanent solutions. Clip in
hair extensions have surged in popularity due to their ease of use, versatility, and non-damaging
application. However, achieving a flawless and natural look requires more than merely clipping the
extensions onto your hair. This article delves into the step-by-step process, professional tips, and key
considerations to ensure your clip in hair extensions blend seamlessly and hold securely throughout
the day.

Understanding Clip In Hair Extensions: Features and
Benefits

Before exploring the application technique, it is essential to understand what sets clip in hair
extensions apart from other types. These extensions consist of wefts of hair—either synthetic or
natural human hair—attached to small snap clips. The clips allow quick attachment and removal
without professional assistance, making them a favored choice for temporary hair transformations.



One of the primary advantages of clip in extensions is their non-permanence, which offers flexibility
for users who want to experiment with different hairstyles or add volume and length for special
occasions. Unlike tape-ins, sew-ins, or bonded extensions, clip ins do not require adhesives or heat,
significantly reducing the risk of hair damage.

However, the quality and type of clip in hair extensions influence the overall look and comfort. Human
hair extensions tend to provide a more natural appearance and can withstand heat styling, whereas
synthetic options may be more affordable but less durable and limit styling versatility.

The Essential Preparations Before Application

Proper preparation forms the foundation for a successful clip in hair extension application. Attempting
to install extensions on tangled or oily hair can result in poor adhesion and an unnatural appearance.

Step 1: Washing and Conditioning Your Hair

Clean hair ensures better grip for the clips and prevents slipping. Using a sulfate-free shampoo and a
lightweight conditioner will keep your hair clean but not weighed down. It is advisable to wash your
hair a day before application to allow natural oils to develop, which aid in securing the clips.

Step 2: Drying and Styling

Clip in extensions adhere better to dry hair. After washing, thoroughly dry your hair using a blow
dryer or air-drying methods. Styling your hair—whether straight, wavy, or curly—before installation is
recommended, as it is easier to match the extensions to your natural texture.

Step 3: Brushing and Sectioning

Use a wide-tooth comb or a detangling brush to eliminate knots. Sectioning your hair into horizontal
layers using clips or hair ties helps in systematic application and ensures even distribution of
extensions.

How to Put in Clip In Hair Extensions: Step-by-Step
Guide

Mastering the application technique is critical for a natural finish and comfortable wear. Below is a
professional breakdown of the process:



Step 1: Section Your Hair

Start by creating a horizontal parting about 1-2 inches above the nape of your neck. Secure the upper
hair away using a clip. This lower section will be the base for your first weft.

Step 2: Attach the First Weft

Open all the clips on the weft. Starting from one side, attach the clips close to the roots by snapping
them shut. Ensure the weft lies flat against your scalp to avoid bumps.

Step 3: Release and Repeat

Release another 1-2 inch section of hair and create a new parting. Repeat the attachment process,
moving upwards towards the crown. Use smaller wefts on the sides and around the temples to blend
naturally.

Step 4: Blend and Style

Once all wefts are installed, gently brush your hair to blend your natural hair with the extensions.
Styling with a flat iron or curling wand can help achieve a seamless look, especially if your hair and
extensions differ slightly in texture.

Professional Tips to Optimize Clip In Hair Extensions
Application

Applying clip in hair extensions is straightforward, but the following insider tips can enhance the
overall result:

Choose the Right Color and Texture: For an undetectable finish, select extensions that
closely match your natural hair’s shade and texture. Custom coloring may be necessary for a
perfect match.

Use Sectioning Tools: Hair clips, combs, and mirrors facilitate precise sectioning and
placement.

Clip Placement Matters: Position clips near the scalp roots but avoid clipping too close to the
scalp to prevent discomfort.

Secure with Bobby Pins (Optional): For extra hold, especially during vigorous activity,
discreetly add bobby pins on top of the clips.



Limit Daily Use: To maintain hair health, avoid wearing clip in extensions every day and give
your natural hair breathing time.

Comparing Clip In Hair Extensions to Other Types

In the landscape of hair extensions, clip ins offer unmatched convenience but with certain trade-offs
when compared to semi-permanent options like tape-ins or sew-ins.

Durability: Clip ins typically last for several months with proper care, while tape-ins and sew-
ins can last up to 6-8 weeks before needing reinstallation.

Damage Risk: Clip ins pose minimal damage risk as they avoid chemicals and adhesives;
however, improper clipping can cause tension breakage.

Styling Flexibility: High-quality human hair clip ins can be heat styled, whereas some
synthetic clip ins may be heat-sensitive.

Cost: Clip ins often require a significant upfront investment but are reusable, making them
cost-effective over time.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even with the best intentions, users can encounter challenges when applying clip in hair extensions.
Common mistakes include visible clips, uneven volume, slipping, and tangling.

Visible Clips: Remedy by clipping extensions under the top layers of hair and avoiding large
spacing between wefts.

Uneven Volume: Distribute the wefts evenly and use smaller wefts around the face for natural
tapering.

Slipping Clips: Clean hair and tight, secure clips prevent slipping. Texturizing spray can add
grip.

Tangling: Regularly brush extensions and store them properly to avoid knots.

Through strategic application and thoughtful maintenance, clip in hair extensions can serve as an
effective tool for hair enhancement, whether for everyday wear or special events. Knowing how to put
in clip in hair extensions with precision ensures a seamless look that boosts confidence and style
versatility.
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all-in-one resource for launching and growing a successful hair extension business. Whether you're a
budding entrepreneur or looking to elevate your existing venture, this handbook is packed with
actionable insights to ensure your success. Begin your journey with a deep dive into the hair
extension industry. Discover burgeoning market trends and identify opportunities in an
ever-expanding landscape. With detailed guidance on niche selection, you'll learn why virgin hair is
the key to standing out and how to choose the finest suppliers for top-notch quality. Crafting a
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history and ongoing evolution of hair extensions in Chapter 1, as you explore how this
transformative service has become an essential part of modern salons. Discover the various types of
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highly subscribed electives of both the Certificate III in Hairdressing and the Certificate III in
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this, toss that! will inspire you to invest in yourself, shake off the wardrobe blahs, and wake up your
looks from head to toe. Step into your closet. Do you have: A ruffled tank that sweetly frames your
faceor a blouse with overpowering ruffles? A long cardigan that graces over your curves or a super
drapey wrap that resembles a blanket? A pencil skirt that lands just above your knees or a bell skirt
that bunches at your middle? A cropped, straight-leg pant with a flat front or wrinkled, baggy cargo
pants? A shade of red lipstick that says “bombshell” or one that’s says “I’m trying too hard”? If any
of these questions make you cringe, then wear this, toss that! is your go-to guide. It’s for women of
any size, age, or lifestyle who realize they just don’t like the clothes, accessories, or makeup they’re
wearing and want to make a change. Almost instantly you’ll learn what works, what’s got to go, and
why.
  how to put in clip in hair extensions: Me and My Hair Patricia Malcolmson, 2013-03-04
Good hair day? Bad hair day? Hair has always evoked strong emotions. In this fascinating book,
Patricia Malcolmson examines how British women over the past 150 years have managed their hair,
from the extravagant styles of the late nineteenth century to the ‘anything goes' attitude of today,
taking in along the way the daring bobs of the 1920s, the wartime styles of women in uniform, the
slavish copying of Hollywood stars, the beehive, the hippy and the Goth. In Me and My Hair you'll
hear the voices of women from around Britain talking about their hair - whether it’s their longing to
have ‘Shirley Temple’ curls, the visits of the nit nurse, their first home perm, roasting under hood
dryers, going platinum blonde, hilarious experiments with hair extensions, or fears of going grey.
  how to put in clip in hair extensions: 10 On-Set Secrets Halloween Outrageous & Affordable
Derorating, Entertaining, Special Effects Stacy Eddi Nelson, 2011
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