the french foreign legion history

The French Foreign Legion History: A Tale of Valor and Mystery

the french foreign legion history is as captivating as it is complex, filled with tales of bravery, hardship, and
an unyielding spirit. Established nearly two centuries ago, this unique military unit has become
synonymous with adventure, secrecy, and a brotherhood that transcends nationality. For anyone intrigued
by military history, international forces, or legendary warrior tales, understanding the origins and
evolution of the French Foreign Legion offers a fascinating glimpse into one of the world’s most storied

military organizations.

The Origins of the French Foreign Legion

The French Foreign Legion was officially created on March 10, 1831, by King Louis-Philippe. At that
time, France was grappling with political instability and sought a way to bolster its military might without
overburdening the native French population. The idea was simple yet revolutionary: recruit foreign

nationals who were willing to serve France, offering them a new identity and a chance for redemption.

Why the Legion Was Formed

The early 19th century was a period of colonial expansion for France, particularly in North Africa. The
French government needed disciplined troops to protect and expand its interests, especially in Algeria,
which had been invaded in 1830. The French Foreign Legion was thus born out of necessity — a force
composed of foreigners who could be deployed anywhere without the political complications of using

French citizens.

Recruiting the World

One of the most unique aspects of the legion is its open-door recruitment policy. Men from all corners of
the world—Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas—have joined the ranks. Many were adventurers, ex-
soldiers, or men seeking a fresh start, some fleeing their pasts. This melting pot of cultures and backgrounds

created a distinct esprit de corps, forged in the crucible of shared hardship.



The French Foreign Legion in 19th Century Conflicts

The legion’s early years were marked by fierce combat and grueling campaigns, particularly in Algeria.

These battles helped cement its reputation as an elite fighting force willing to endure extreme conditions.

Algerian Campaigns

From 1831 to 1847, the legion played a central role in France’s conquest of Algeria. Legionnaires were
involved in harsh desert warfare, often facing guerrilla tactics from local tribes. Their resilience and

discipline earned them respect and fear alike, with many battles becoming legendary for their intensity.

Crimean War and Beyond

The legion’s reputation extended beyond North Africa when it fought in the Crimean War (1853-1856),
where it distinguished itself in the Siege of Sevastopol. Later, the legion took part in the Franco-Prussian
War (1870-1871), although it suffered heavy losses. These conflicts proved the legion’s versatility, able to

operate in diverse theaters from deserts to European battlefields.

The French Foreign Legion in the 20th Century

The 20th century saw the French Foreign Legion involved in some of the most significant conflicts of

modern history, adapting to changing warfare dynamics and geopolitical shifts.

World War I: The Legion’s Heroic Stand

During the Great War, the legion was deployed on the Western Front, where it earned a reputation for
tenacity and sacrifice. Thousands of legionnaires fought in brutal trench warfare, often suffering staggering
casualties. Their courage was emblematic of the legion’s motto: “Legio Patria Nostra” (“The Legion is our
Fatherland”).

Interwar Years and Colonial Policing

Between the World Wars, the legion continued its role in France’s colonial empire, policing territories in

North Africa, Indochina, and Madagascar. This period also saw the legion involved in suppressing uprisings



and maintaining order in volatile regions.

World War II and the Legion’s Complex Role

‘World War II presented a complicated chapter. Some legionnaires fought with the Free French Forces
under General Charles de Gaulle, while others remained loyal to the Vichy regime. After the war, the
legion was heavily engaged in campaigns in Indochina and Algeria, facing guerrilla warfare and nationalist

movements.

The Legion’s Post-Colonial Era and Modern Role

As France’s colonial empire dissolved, the legion adapted to new global realities, shifting its focus from

colonial policing to international peacekeeping and special operations.

The Indochina and Algerian Wars

The First Indochina War (1946-1954) was particularly brutal, culminating in the devastating Battle of Dien
Bien Phu, where the legion suffered heavy losses. Shortly after, the Algerian War of Independence

(1954-1962) further tested the legion’s capabilities, involving intense counter-insurgency operations.

Modern Deployments and Peacekeeping Missions

Today, the French Foreign Legion participates in diverse missions around the globe—from peacekeeping
in Africa to counter-terrorism operations in the Middle East. Its specialized training and ability to operate in

harsh environments make it a valuable asset for France’s military interventions worldwide.

Unique Traditions and Culture of the French Foreign Legion

What truly sets the French Foreign Legion apart is not just its combat record but its unique culture, rituals,

and sense of identity.



The Legion’s Code of Honor

Legionnaires adhere to a strict code emphasizing loyalty, discipline, and camaraderie. The concept of “esprit
de corps” is deeply ingrained, creating bonds that transcend nationality and background. This shared

identity is crucial, especially given the legion’s diverse makeup.

Iconic Symbols and Rituals

From the white kepi hat to the slow march music, the legion’s symbols evoke a proud heritage. The
annual Camerone Day commemorates the Battle of Camerone (1863), where a small legion detachment

fought overwhelmingly larger forces to the last man—a story of valor that epitomizes legionnaire spirit.

Anonymous Beginnings and New Identities

One fascinating aspect of the legion is the offer of anonymity to recruits. Many join under assumed names,
leaving behind their pasts. This tradition allows individuals to reinvent themselves, which has contributed

to the legion’s almost mythical aura.

Insights into Joining the French Foreign Legion

For those drawn to the legion’s legacy, understanding the recruitment and training process is essential.

Who Can Join?

The legion accepts men from 17 to 40 years old, regardless of nationality, background, or criminal record
(with some exceptions). The only requirements are physical fitness, determination, and a willingness to

embrace the legion’s values.

Training and Transformation

Basic training is famously rigorous, lasting about four months, designed to forge recruits into disciplined
soldiers. Beyond physical challenges, new legionnaires learn French language skills, military tactics, and

the legion’s traditions, transforming them into members of a brotherhood.



Serving with Honor

Service in the legion offers not just military experience but a chance for personal growth and adventure.
Many veterans speak of the life-changing impact of their time in the legion, highlighting the unique bonds

formed and the pride in belonging to an elite force.

The French Foreign Legion history is a powerful saga of courage, resilience, and reinvention. From its
origins as a refuge for the world’s wanderers to its status today as a respected military institution, the legion
remains a symbol of dedication and determination. Its legacy continues to inspire those who seek a life

beyond the ordinary, bound by a commitment to serve with honor no matter where the road takes them.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the French Foreign Legion founded?

The French Foreign Legion was founded on March 10, 1831, by King Louis-Philippe to support French

colonial expansion.

What is the primary purpose of the French Foreign Legion?

The primary purpose of the French Foreign Legion is to serve as a military unit composed of foreign

volunteers, providing France with a dedicated force for overseas and colonial operations.

How does the French Foreign Legion differ from other French military
units?

Unlike other French military units, the French Foreign Legion recruits primarily foreign nationals and

offers them French citizenship after service, emphasizing strict discipline and esprit de corps.

In which major conflicts has the French Foreign Legion participated?

The French Foreign Legion has participated in major conflicts such as the Crimean War, Franco-Prussian
War, World War I, World War II, the Indochina War, the Algerian War, and more recent peacekeeping

missions.

What is the significance of the Kepi Blanc in the French Foreign Legion?

The Kepi Blanc, or white cap, is the distinctive headgear of the French Foreign Legion and symbolizes

membership, pride, and tradition within the Legion.



How does the French Foreign Legion handle recruitment and identity of

its soldiers?

The Legion accepts recruits from any country and often allows them to enlist under an assumed identity,

providing a fresh start; after three years of service, soldiers can apply for French citizenship.

What role did the French Foreign Legion play during the Algerian
War?

During the Algerian War (1954-1962), the French Foreign Legion was heavily involved in counter-
insurgency operations, playing a crucial role in France's military efforts despite facing significant challenges

and controversies.

Additional Resources

The French Foreign Legion History: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Origins, Evolution, and Legacy

the french foreign legion history is a narrative steeped in adventure, discipline, and intrigue. Established
over 180 years ago, this unique military unit has captured the imagination of historians, military
enthusiasts, and the general public alike. Its formation, operational history, and cultural significance offer a
fascinating glimpse into France's military strategy and colonial ambitions. This article delves into the
origins, development, and enduring legacy of the French Foreign Legion, highlighting its distinct
characteristics and the role it has played on the global stage.

Origins and Formation of the French Foreign Legion

The French Foreign Legion was officially founded on March 10, 1831, by King Louis-Philippe. The
primary motivation behind its creation was to establish a dedicated force composed of foreign volunteers,
which could be deployed in France’s colonial wars without political repercussions at home. At the time,
France was expanding its colonial empire, particularly in North Africa, where the Legion would soon

become a critical asset.

The early years of the Legion were marked by recruitment from a wide array of nationalities. Men
seeking new beginnings, escape from pasts, or simply adventure found refuge in the Legion’s ranks. This
multinational composition has remained a defining feature, distinguishing the Legion from other military

units and contributing to its mystique.



The Strategic Need for a Foreign Military Unit

The creation of the Legion was born out of strategic necessity. France was engaged in the conquest of
Algeria, a campaign requiring disciplined troops willing to endure harsh conditions. By recruiting
foreigners, the French government could preserve its national army for defense at home while deploying
the Legion abroad. This separation also allowed political dissidents and undesirable elements to be channeled

into a controlled military environment.

The Evolution of the French Foreign Legion Through Key
Conflicts

Throughout its history, the French Foreign Legion has been involved in numerous conflicts, each shaping
its identity and operational doctrine. From its brutal early campaigns in Algeria to its role in two World
‘Wars and various colonial conflicts, the Legion has consistently demonstrated resilience and tactical

effectiveness.

Colonial Wars and Early Campaigns

In its initial decades, the Legion fought primarily in North Africa, including Algeria and later Morocco and
Tunisia. These campaigns were brutal and often involved guerrilla warfare against indigenous forces. The
Legion’s harsh training and strict discipline made it particularly suited for such environments, earning it a

reputation for toughness.

The Legion also participated in the Crimean War (1853-1856), the Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871), and
various expeditions in Southeast Asia. Each engagement tested the Legion’s adaptability and solidified its

reputation as an elite fighting force.

World War I and World War II

The French Foreign Legion played a significant role in both World Wars. During World War I, the
Legion was deployed on the Western Front, engaging in some of the war’s most intense battles, including

the Battle of Verdun. The unit suffered heavy casualties but earned numerous decorations for bravery.

In World War II, the Legion was divided between those who sided with the Free French Forces and
those loyal to the Vichy regime. Post-war, the Legion was instrumental in France’s efforts to retain its
colonial possessions, fighting in Indochina and Algeria, where it faced guerrilla warfare and political

challenges.



Post-Colonial Era and Modern Deployments

Following the end of France’s colonial empire, the Legion adapted to new geopolitical realities. It became
involved in peacekeeping missions, counter-terrorism operations, and rapid deployment tasks worldwide.

Notably, the Legion participated in the Gulf War, peacekeeping in the Balkans, and interventions in Africa.

The Legion’s ability to integrate recruits from diverse backgrounds and its emphasis on esprit de corps have

ensured its continued relevance in modern military operations.

Unique Characteristics and Structure of the French Foreign

Legion

The French Foreign Legion stands apart not only because of its foreign composition but also due to its

rigorous recruitment process, training, and distinctive traditions.

Recruitment and Training

Unlike regular armies, the Legion accepts volunteers from anywhere in the world, regardless of
nationality, background, or criminal history. This policy reflects its founding principle as a haven for those
seeking a new identity. However, recruitment is highly selective, and candidates undergo intense physical

and psychological evaluation.

Training is notoriously demanding, emphasizing physical endurance, tactical skills, and strict discipline.
New recruits must adapt quickly to the Legion’s unique culture, which fosters loyalty and camaraderie

among men from diverse origins.

Code of Honor and Traditions

The Legion is governed by a strict code of honor that emphasizes loyalty, courage, and brotherhood.
Traditions such as the celebration of Camerone Day commemorate acts of extraordinary bravery,

reinforcing the Legion’s esprit de corps.

Distinctive uniforms, ceremonial marches, and unique insignia contribute to a strong sense of identity.

These elements, combined with the Legion’s history, create a powerful brand recognized worldwide.



Challenges and Controversies in the French Foreign Legion
History

While the Legion is celebrated for its valor, its history is not without controversy. The use of foreign

mercenaries, the harshness of its discipline, and its role in colonial repression have sparked debate.

Critics argue that the Legion’s recruitment of individuals with troubled pasts can pose risks, while others
point to the ethical complexities of its involvement in colonial wars. Nevertheless, the Legion’s adaptation

over time and its integration into modern military frameworks have mitigated some of these concerns.

Balancing Tradition with Modern Military Needs

The French Foreign Legion faces ongoing challenges in balancing its storied traditions with the demands of
contemporary warfare. Modern conflicts require advanced technology, intelligence capabilities, and rapid

mobility, aspects that the Legion has incorporated without losing its distinctive character.

This balance ensures that the Legion remains an effective and respected component of the French Armed

Forces while maintaining the heritage that defines it.

The French Foreign Legion in Popular Culture and Legacy

The allure of the French Foreign Legion extends beyond military history into literature, film, and popular
media. Stories of redemption, adventure, and brotherhood have immortalized the Legion as a symbol of

resilience and mystery.

Films like "Beau Geste" and novels by authors such as P.C. Wren have romanticized the Legion, though
often glossing over the hardships faced by its members. This cultural impact has helped sustain interest in

the Legion and attract new recruits.

The Legion’s legacy is also evident in its influence on other nations’ military units, inspiring formations

that adopt similar recruitment practices and esprit de corps.

The french foreign legion history is a testament to the complex interplay of military necessity, cultural
identity, and human resilience. From its inception as a tool of colonial expansion to its current role in global
security operations, the Legion encapsulates a unique chapter in military history—one marked by

diversity, discipline, and an enduring quest for honor.
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the french foreign legion history: History of the French Foreign Legion David Jordan,
2019-05-09 The French Foreign Legion is one of the world's most elite--and mysterious--military
forces. This compelling history reveals the reality behind the legendary unit, from the battle of
Algeria to the war against terrorism. It explores the legionnaire's ascetic lifestyle, with firsthand
accounts; dispels myths about joining the Legion; describes the recruitment and selection process;
and discusses the soldiers' specialist training, tactical excellence, and superb equipment.

the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion Jean-Denis G.G. Lepage,
2007-12-25 This book gives the reader a straightforward and continuous survey of the history of the
French Foreign Legion. By outlining the Legion's vicissitudes, victorious campaigns, epic marches,
heroic and sometimes hopeless stands, dirtiest combats and dramatic defeats, but also by briefly
placing the Legion back in the historical background of France, and by describing its development,
organization, uniforms, equipments and weapons, the author hopes to dispel myths, and try to give a
true and accurate picture of what the French Foreign Legion has been from 1831 until today. There
are well-researched, detailed line drawings throughout.

the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion Douglas Porch, 1991-01-01

the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion Douglas Porch, 2010-11-01
The French Foreign Legion is a complete, captivating study of the famed fighting force, from its
inception in 1831 to modern times. Historian Douglas Porch chronicles the Legion’s involvement in
Spain, Mexico, Indochina, Madagascar, WWI, Vietnam, and Algiers (to name a few) and delves into
the inner workings of legionnaires and their captains. Known for draconian discipline and shrouded
in mystery, the secrets of the Legion are guarded by those who have gained admittance into its elite
society. In this thoroughly researched and impressive account, Porch reveals the mysteries
surrounding a Legion of “unparalleled exoticism, pathos, and drama.”

the french foreign legion history: Devils, Not Men Roy Claude Anderson, 1987

the french foreign legion history: French Foreign Legion Source Wikipedia, 2013-09 Please
note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free
sources online. Pages: 28. Chapters: History of the French Foreign Legion, List of Commanders of
the French Foreign Legion, List of battles involving the French Foreign Legion, Non, je ne regrette
rien, Camaron de Tejeda, Hohenlohe Regiment, Outpost in Morocco, List of Foreign Legionnaires, Le
Fanion de la Legion, Le Boudin, Turenne rail accident, Regiments de marche de volontaires
etrangers, Kepi Blanc, Mon legionnaire. Excerpt: The French Foreign Legion (French: ) is a unique
military unit in the French Army established in 1831. The Legion was specifically created for foreign
nationals wishing to serve in the French Armed Forces. Commanded by French officers, it is also
open to French citizens, who amounted to 24% of the recruits as of 2007. The Legion is today known
as an elite military unit whose training focuses not only on traditional military skills but also on its
strong esprit de corps. As its men come from different countries with different cultures, this is a
widely accepted solution to strengthen them enough to work as a team. Consequently, training is
often described as not only physically challenging, but also extremely stressful psychologically. The
French Foreign Legion was created by Louis Philippe, the King of the French, on 10 March 1831.
The direct reason was that foreigners were forbidden to serve in the French Army after the 1830
July Revolution, so the Legion was created to allow the government a way around this restriction.
The purpose of the Legion was to remove disruptive elements from society and put them to use
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fighting the enemies of France. Recruits included failed revolutionaries from the rest of Europe,
soldiers from the disbanded foreign regiments, and troublemakers in general, both foreign and
French. Algeria was designated as the Legion's home. The Legion was primarily used, as part of the
Armee d'Afrique, to...

the french foreign legion history: Pictorial History of the French Foreign Legion in
Indochina, 1927-1945 Andrew J. Mitchell, 2020-09-29 A Pictorial History of the French Foreign
Legion in Indochina offers a rare insight into the Legion in Indochina, and with captions, captures
the seldom seen way of life of the Legionnaire in Tonkin. The photos cover the companies,
maneuvers, the support units which help the battalion function, the barracks and finally, colour
plates of the insignia and uniforms worn by the Legionnaires in Indochina.
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the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion Martin Windrow, 2013-09-20
It is arguable that no group of fighting men in the history of European arms has been so
misrepresented by ill-informed publicity as the French Foreign Legion. Though initially conceived in
1831 as a means of drafting recently discharged foreign soldiers to Algeria, the Legion has
developed into a sophisticated force of motorized infantry, airborne troops and light armour. In this
book, acclaimed French Army expert Martin Windrow examines the history and uniforms of the
French Foreign Legion, from its service in the Carlist War of 1835-36 to World War II and beyond,
debunking many of the prevalent myths surrounding this formidable force.

the french foreign legion history: Military Units and Formations Established In 1831 Source
Wikipedia, 2013-09 Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available
from Wikipedia or other free sources online. Pages: 29. Chapters: French Foreign Legion, History of
the French Foreign Legion, List of Commanders of the French Foreign Legion, List of battles
involving the French Foreign Legion, Non, je ne regrette rien, Camaron de Tejeda, Hohenlohe
Regiment, Outpost in Morocco, List of Foreign Legionnaires, Le Fanion de la Legion, Le Boudin,
East Indies and China Station, Turenne rail accident, Regiments de marche de volontaires etrangers,
1st Foreign Regiment, Kepi Blanc, Mon legionnaire. Excerpt: The French Foreign Legion (French: )
is a unique military unit in the French Army established in 1831. The Legion was specifically created
for foreign nationals wishing to serve in the French Armed Forces. Commanded by French officers,
it is also open to French citizens, who amounted to 24% of the recruits as of 2007. The Legion is
today known as an elite military unit whose training focuses not only on traditional military skills but
also on its strong esprit de corps. As its men come from different countries with different cultures,
this is a widely accepted solution to strengthen them enough to work as a team. Consequently,
training is often described as not only physically challenging, but also extremely stressful
psychologically. The French Foreign Legion was created by Louis Philippe, the King of the French,
on 10 March 1831. The direct reason was that foreigners were forbidden to serve in the French
Army after the 1830 July Revolution, so the Legion was created to allow the government a way
around this restriction. The purpose of the Legion was to remove disruptive elements from society
and put them to use fighting the enemies of France. Recruits included failed revolutionaries from the
rest of Europe, soldiers from the disbanded foreign regiments, and troublemakers in general, both
foreign and French. Algeria was designated as the...

the french foreign legion history: French Foreign Légionnaire 1890-1914 Martin Windrow,
2011-08-20 As France emerged from the Franco-Prussian War she embarked on a period of active
colonialism, acquiring territories in South-East Asia and Africa. By the turn of the century much of
north, west and central Africa was under French control. In order to police all of these territories,
the French needed an army and so the French Foreign Legion was born. In this book,
world-renowned Legion expert Martin Windrow analyses what it would have been like to be a
member of the French Foreign Legion and how the experience, equipment, tactics and training of
the Legion developed in the 80 years between their foundation and the outbreak of the First World
War. He investigates their glory years in North Africa and Indochina, and draws extensively on
memoirs from two British legionnaires, peppering the text with extraordinary first-hand accounts of



the French Foreign Legion.

the french foreign legion history: French Foreign Legion Martin Windrow, 1973-10-01 It is
arguable that no group of fighting men in the history of European arms has been so misrepresented
by ill-informed publicity as the French Foreign Legion. Though initially conceived in 1831 as a
means of drafting recently discharged foreign soldiers to Algeria, the Legion has developed into a
sophisticated force of motorized infantry, airborne troops and light armor. In this book, acclaimed
French Army expert Martin Windrow examines the history and uniforms of the French Foreign
Legion, from its service in the Carlist War of 1835-36 to World War II and beyond, debunking many
of the prevalent myths surrounding this formidable force.

the french foreign legion history: The History of the French Foreign Legion David Jordan,
2005 This text presents a a fascinating journey into a military unit which is unique in the history of
men-at-arms - the French Foreign Legion. It reveals the facts and reality behind this unit and its
history in combat is descibed in full from its use in the conquest of Algeria in the 1840s to its role in
the war against terrorism today.

the french foreign legion history: French Foreign Legion 1872-1914 Martin Windrow,
2011-12-20 This volume covers the classic 'Beau Geste' period, of the French Foreign Legion when
the corps was expanded during the most dynamic years of French imperial expansion. Legion
battalions fought in the deserts and mountains of southern Algeria and Morocco, as well as in the
jungles of North Vietnam, West Africa and Madagascar. Their varied uniforms and equipments for
each period and theatre are illustrated and examined. Written by a leading expert on the French
Foreign Legion, this is a colourful introduction to the period when the Legion forged their legendary
fighting reputation.

the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion Douglas Boyd, 2016-03-31
What attracts men from 136 different nations to embrace the harsh military code of an army that
requires them to lay down their lives for a country not their own, if ordered to do so by politicians
whose language many of them hardly speak? Douglas Boyd's history of the Legion answers that
question, with fifteen historic photographs and eleven battle/campaign maps. Founded in 1831 to
fight France's colonial wars without spilling French blood, this mysterious army is today a
world-class fighting force. Training is so tough that five recruits out of six are rejected, never to
wear the coveted white kepi. This is a world where fact exceeds the wildest fiction: men fighting
literally to the last bullet at Camaroén in Mexico in 1863; cooks and clerks with no parachute training
volunteering to be dropped into beleaguered Dien Bien Phu in 1954 with the intention of dying
beside their comrades; the paras who mutinied in Algeria to bring down the government of France;
the heroes who dropped on Kolwezi to rescue thousands of European hostages. Praise for The
French Foreign Legion 'A tight and fascinating history of the nearly two centuries of the Legion's
activities.' - Brig Anthony Hunter-Choat (UK's senior ex-legionnaire) Perhaps the greatest praise of
the book is the fact that legionnaires liked this history of their incredible army so much that they
elected author Douglas Boyd an honorary ex-legionnaire. RAF Russian linguist, international
businessman, music impresario, BBC Television Producer/Director, Douglas Boyd has been writing
full-time since setting up home in a medieval farmhouse in south-west France thirty-five years ago.
His published fiction and non-fiction, translated into many languages, includes three novels set
against a Legion background: The Eagle and the Snake, The Truth and the Lies, The Honour and the
Glory. Endeavour Press is the UK's leading independent digital publisher. For more information on
our titles please sign up to our newsletter at www.endeavourpress.com. Each week you will receive
updates on free and discounted ebooks. Follow us on Twitter: @EndeavourPress and on Facebook
via http://on.fb.me/1HweQV7. We are always interested in hearing from our readers. Endeavour
Press believes that the future is now.

the french foreign legion history: Inside the French Foreign Legion N. ]. Valldejuli,
2023-12-19 Unique among the world's fighting forces, the Legion remains one of its most
mysterious, as well. Open to volunteers from around the world (men from some 150 countries fill its
ranks), the Legion boasts an illustrious and exciting military history stretching from Europe to Africa




and Latin America, from Vietnam and Algeria to Afghanistan; features a notoriously difficult
selection and training process, accepting only 10 percent of applicants; and has traditionally
required soldiers to enlist under assumed names. Soldiers swear allegiance not to France, but to the
Legion, which has been romanticized in literature, song, and action movies as a place for men to
prove their mettle or start their lives over. In this colorful, highly readable book, a blend of firsthand
experience and interviews with former legionnaires, Nick Valldejuli gives an insider's perspective on
what it means - and what it takes - to be a Légionnaire. Valldejuli, an English-born American who
spent two years in the Legion, lifts the veil on who legionnaires are, what they do, where they serve,
why they joined, and why they’re willing to die for France, which for most is a foreign country.
Stories move from Algeria in the 1960s and the Balkans in the 1990s to more recent French
operations in Afghanistan and former colonies in Africa. Drawing on his own experiences as well as
those of members from various countries over the past fifty years (including several girlfriends of
soldiers), his stories highlight the Legion’s intense camaraderie and its members’ fierce loyalty to
this unique unit, in addition to the extreme mental and physical demands made of them, and the
sacrifices of their families back home.

the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion Jean-Denis G.G. Lepage,
2016-04-18 This book gives the reader a straightforward and continuous survey of the history of the
French Foreign Legion. By outlining the Legion's vicissitudes, victorious campaigns, epic marches,
heroic and sometimes hopeless stands, dirtiest combats and dramatic defeats, but also by briefly
placing the Legion back in the historical background of France, and by describing its development,
organization, uniforms, equipments and weapons, the author hopes to dispel myths, and try to give a
true and accurate picture of what the French Foreign Legion has been from 1831 until today. There
are well-researched, detailed line drawings throughout.

the french foreign legion history: The White Kepi Walter Kanitz, 2017-06-28 Heroic figures
galloping across the loose sands of the Sahara, their flowing white kepis a symbol of the highest
romance and adventure...or murderers and human derelicts, rejected by society and hunted by the
police, seeking escape from prison in the ranks of the Légion Etrangére? Neither picture—so
commonly held by the general public—is even partially accurate, writes Walter Kanitz. During World
War II, Walter Kanitz fought with the Foreign Legion in Africa. He has done a vast amount of
research and reading about the Legion, and has made every possible effort to check his facts. His
book represents the first comprehensive and objective history of the French Foreign Legion since its
inception in 1831 by the royal decree of Louis Philippe. For the better part of its history, the Foreign
Legion, remote, fascinating, somewhat sinister, has been shrouded in mystery. It has been called
everything from “Desert Carrion” to the “Legion of Beggars.” It was often said that “dogs bark when
the Legion passes.” Yet, in battle, the Légionnaires are famed for a courage and heroism that knows
no fear of death. They are considered by most professional soldiers to be, as a unit, the best fighting
force in the world. When a new recruit applies for enlistment, he is made to wait 24 hours to
reconsider his decision. The ranks are made up of men of all nationalities—Germans, Poles, Czechs,
Slavs, Spaniards, Americans. It is the only army in existence today made up of mercenaries who
have voluntarily signed to serve five years for the government of France. The discipline is harsh and
the pay meager. The call to battle has taken Legion units from Mexico to Norway, from China to
Morocco. Outside of battle, life consists of infinite boredom broken only by alcohol and an occasional
woman. And yet, says ex-Legionnaire Kanitz, “Qu’'importe, quand la Légion passe, que les chiens
viennent aboyer apres d’elle! Vive la Légion!”

the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion John Robert Young, 1988
Briefly recounts the Legion's battles and campaigns, looks at the training and daily life of modern
legionnaires, and explains why the Legion was founded

the french foreign legion history: The French Foreign Legion John Laffin, 1974 No military
force in history has so vividly succeeded in stirring men's minds and imagination as the French
Foreign Legion; no force has been invested with such a wealth of charisma. If ever there was
romance in war, theen the foreign Legion has epitomized it.
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