
let america be america again

Let America Be America Again: Rediscovering the True Spirit of a Nation

let america be america again—these words echo a deep yearning, a call to revisit the ideals upon

which the United States was founded. It’s more than a nostalgic phrase; it’s a powerful reminder that

the American dream, while celebrated, has often been elusive for many. Whether it’s the promises of

freedom, equality, or opportunity, the phrase invites us to reflect on where America is today and where

it could and should be.

Understanding the meaning behind "let america be america again" requires diving into the complex

history and ongoing struggles that have shaped the nation. It’s a phrase that resonates with people

seeking justice, inclusion, and fairness, and it challenges us to consider how the American identity can

evolve to truly serve all its citizens.

The Origins and Significance of "Let America Be America

Again"

The phrase "let america be america again" originates from the renowned poem by Langston Hughes,

written during the Great Depression. Hughes, an influential African American poet and social activist,

used this phrase to highlight the gap between the American ideal and the reality faced by marginalized

communities. The poem captures the frustration of those who have been excluded from the American

promise due to race, class, and social inequality.

Langston Hughes and the Voice of the People

Langston Hughes’ poem is a profound critique of the American dream's shortcomings. He wrote, "Let



America be America again / Let it be the dream it used to be," emphasizing that the nation’s founding

ideals have yet to be fully realized for everyone. His words gave voice to immigrants, African

Americans, the working class, and others who felt left behind.

This poem remains relevant today as it reflects ongoing struggles with systemic racism, economic

inequality, and social injustice. The phrase "let america be america again" serves as a rallying cry to

reclaim a nation where liberty and justice are truly accessible to all.

What Does It Mean to Let America Be America Again Today?

In modern times, letting America be America again means addressing the disparities that persist and

striving toward a more inclusive society. It’s about acknowledging that the American dream has not

been equally attainable and working to correct those imbalances.

Addressing Economic Inequality

Economic opportunity is a cornerstone of the American dream. However, wealth disparities continue to

widen, with many Americans struggling to access quality education, healthcare, and stable

employment. Letting America be America again involves creating policies that promote economic

justice, such as:

Raising the minimum wage to a living wage.

Investing in affordable education and vocational training.

Providing accessible healthcare options to reduce financial burdens.

Supporting small businesses and job creation in underserved communities.



These steps can help bridge the gap and ensure that more Americans have a fair shot at success.

Fighting Systemic Racism and Promoting Equality

The call to let America be America again also confronts the reality of systemic racism that has

historically marginalized communities of color. True equality requires dismantling barriers in criminal

justice, housing, education, and employment.

Promoting equality means:

Reforming policing and criminal justice policies to prevent discrimination.

Enforcing fair housing laws to combat segregation and inequality.

Ensuring equitable access to quality education for all children.

Encouraging diversity and inclusion in workplaces and leadership roles.

By addressing these systemic issues, America can move closer to fulfilling its promise of liberty and

justice for all.

The Role of Civic Engagement in Letting America Be America

Again



Citizens play a crucial role in shaping the future of the country. Letting America be America again is

not just about policy changes or leadership; it’s about active participation from individuals and

communities.

Voting as a Powerful Tool

One of the most direct ways to influence change is through voting. Encouraging voter education and

participation ensures that elected officials represent the diverse interests of the population. Protecting

voting rights and making the process accessible are essential to a healthy democracy.

Community Involvement and Advocacy

Beyond voting, community involvement can drive meaningful change. Grassroots movements, local

organizations, and advocacy groups often lead the charge in addressing social issues. Whether it’s

volunteering, attending town hall meetings, or supporting local initiatives, these actions build a stronger

and more engaged society.

The Cultural and Social Impact of Letting America Be America

Again

The idea of letting America be America again also extends into cultural identity and social cohesion.

It’s about embracing the diverse fabric of American life and fostering a society where everyone’s

experiences and heritage are valued.



Celebrating Diversity and Inclusion

America’s strength lies in its diversity. Recognizing and celebrating different cultures, traditions, and

histories enriches the national narrative. Encouraging inclusivity in media, education, and public

discourse helps break down stereotypes and promotes mutual understanding.

Healing Divisions and Building Unity

In recent years, political and social divisions have intensified. The phrase let america be america again

invites us to seek common ground and work toward unity without erasing differences. It encourages

open dialogue, empathy, and respect as foundations for a healthier society.

Why the Dream Still Matters

Despite challenges, the American dream remains a powerful motivator. The aspiration for freedom,

opportunity, and equality continues to inspire millions. Letting America be America again means

rekindling hope and renewing commitment to these ideals.

It’s a collective effort—one that involves reflection on past mistakes, honest conversations about

present realities, and courageous actions for a better future. By embracing this vision, America can

evolve into a nation that truly lives up to its founding promises.

The journey to let america be america again is ongoing, marked by both setbacks and progress. It

invites each of us to be part of a movement toward fairness, justice, and genuine opportunity—ensuring

that the dream is not just an ideal but a reality for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Let America Be America Again'?

The main theme of 'Let America Be America Again' is the critique of the American Dream and the

disparity between the ideal of freedom and equality and the reality experienced by marginalized groups

in America.

Who wrote 'Let America Be America Again' and when was it

published?

'Let America Be America Again' was written by Langston Hughes and was first published in 1936.

How does Langston Hughes address inequality in 'Let America Be

America Again'?

Langston Hughes addresses inequality by highlighting the struggles of various oppressed groups,

including African Americans, immigrants, and the poor, emphasizing how the promise of America has

not been fulfilled for them.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Let America Be America

Again'?

The poem prominently uses repetition, imagery, and irony to convey its message, particularly the

repeated phrase 'Let America be America again' to underscore unfulfilled promises.

Why is 'Let America Be America Again' still relevant today?

The poem remains relevant because issues of inequality, racial injustice, and the questioning of the

American Dream continue to be significant social and political topics in contemporary America.



How does 'Let America Be America Again' reflect Langston Hughes'

views on patriotism?

Hughes expresses a critical but hopeful patriotism; he loves America and its ideals but demands that

the country live up to those ideals by addressing injustices and inequalities.

What groups of people does Hughes represent in 'Let America Be

America Again'?

Hughes represents a diverse range of people including African Americans, immigrants, the working

class, and the poor, all of whom have been denied the full benefits of the American Dream.

Additional Resources

Let America Be America Again: An Analytical Review of a Timeless Call for Equity and Renewal

let america be america again is more than just a phrase; it is a resonant call echoing through the

corridors of history, literature, and political discourse. Originating from Langston Hughes’s poignant

poem of the same name, the phrase encapsulates a complex yearning for a nation to fulfill its

foundational promises of freedom, equality, and opportunity. This article explores the multifaceted

dimensions of this enduring appeal, examining its historical context, socio-political implications, and

relevance in contemporary America.

The Historical Roots of “Let America Be America Again”

The phrase was immortalized by Langston Hughes in his 1935 poem, which expressed deep

frustration with the unfulfilled ideals of the American Dream. Hughes, a central figure of the Harlem

Renaissance, gave voice to marginalized communities—African Americans, immigrants, laborers, and

the poor—who found themselves excluded from the prosperity and liberty that America professed to



guarantee.

The poem itself is a layered critique of inequality, systemic racism, and economic disparity. Hughes

juxtaposes the idealized vision of America—as a land of opportunity—with the harsh realities faced by

many Americans who were denied access to this dream. This tension remains a critical lens through

which to analyze the phrase’s continued resonance in political and cultural conversations.

Socioeconomic Dimensions of the Call

At its core, “let america be america again” speaks to socioeconomic inequities that persist in the

United States. Data from multiple sources illuminate ongoing disparities:

Income inequality: According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the top 20% of households earn more

than half of all income, while the bottom 20% earn less than 3%. This disparity challenges the

notion of equal opportunity.

Racial wealth gap: The Federal Reserve reports that the median wealth of white families is

nearly eight times that of Black families, highlighting systemic barriers.

Access to education and healthcare: These remain unevenly distributed, affecting social mobility

and quality of life.

These factors underscore why the phrase continues to resonate as a call for America to revisit and

rectify the promises embedded in its national identity.



The American Dream: Myth vs. Reality

The American Dream, often defined as the ability to achieve prosperity through hard work regardless

of background, is a cornerstone of U.S. cultural ethos. However, “let america be america again”

challenges this dream by revealing its inconsistencies.

Research by the Pew Research Center finds that while a majority of Americans still believe in the

American Dream, a significant portion perceives the dream as increasingly unattainable, particularly

among younger generations and minority groups. The distinction between myth and reality becomes

stark when examining social mobility indices, which suggest that the U.S. offers less upward mobility

compared to other developed nations.

Political Implications and the Call for Renewal

The phrase has transcended literary origins to become a rallying cry in political arenas. Politicians,

activists, and social commentators invoke “let america be america again” to emphasize the need for

reform in areas such as civil rights, economic policy, and immigration.

Policy Challenges and Opportunities

- Civil Rights and Social Justice: The resurgence of movements like Black Lives Matter underscores

the urgency of addressing systemic racism and police reform to ensure equal protection under the law.

- Economic Reform: Discussions around minimum wage increases, worker protections, and taxation

reflect efforts to reduce income inequality and expand economic opportunity.

- Immigration: Debates focus on balancing border security with pathways to citizenship, reflecting

America’s identity as a nation of immigrants.

Each of these policy arenas highlights a facet of what it means to “let america be america again” —



an America that lives up to its ideals rather than merely aspiring to them.

Challenges to National Cohesion

While the phrase is aspirational, its invocation also reveals underlying tensions. Political polarization,

cultural divides, and competing narratives about America’s identity complicate efforts to unify around a

shared vision. These challenges necessitate nuanced dialogue and inclusive policymaking to bridge

divides and foster a more equitable society.

Cultural and Symbolic Significance

Beyond politics and economics, “let america be america again” carries symbolic weight in American

culture. It prompts reflection on national identity, historical accountability, and the ongoing journey

toward justice.

Artistic Expressions and Media

The phrase has inspired numerous artistic works beyond Hughes’s poem, including music, visual art,

and literature that explore themes of disenfranchisement and hope. Media coverage often references

the phrase when examining social movements, elections, or national crises, underscoring its enduring

relevance.

Educational Implications

In academic settings, the phrase serves as a critical entry point for discussions about history, civics,

and ethics. It encourages students and scholars to interrogate the complexities of American society



and the gap between ideals and realities.

Global Perspectives on America’s Promise

Internationally, “let america be america again” resonates with perceptions of the U.S. as both a

beacon of freedom and a nation grappling with contradictions. America's global influence means that

its internal struggles and successes are often viewed as reflections of broader democratic aspirations.

Comparative Analysis

When compared with other democracies, America’s challenges in equality and social justice are both

unique and shared. Countries like Canada and Germany have implemented social policies aimed at

reducing inequality, providing models for how America might better realize its foundational promises.

Looking Ahead: The Future of the American Ideal

The phrase “let america be america again” remains a powerful reminder that the American experiment

is ongoing. It challenges citizens, leaders, and institutions to confront uncomfortable truths and to strive

for a society that genuinely reflects its values.

Efforts to address inequality, promote inclusivity, and foster opportunity are integral to this endeavor.

As demographic shifts and social movements reshape the American landscape, the call to “let america

be america again” invites continuous reflection and action toward a more just and equitable nation.

Let America Be America Again
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  let america be america again: Let America Be America Again Langston Hughes, 2022-07-28 A
collection of interviews, speeches, and essays by Langston Hughes. Let America Be America Again:
Conversations with Langston Hughes is a record of a remarkable man talking. In texts ranging from
early interviews in the 1920s, when he was a busboy and scribbling out poems on hotel napkins, to
major speeches, such as his keynote address at the First World Festival of Negro Arts in Dakar,
Senegal, in 1966, Hughes's words further amplify the international reputation he established over
the course of five decades through more widely-published and well-known poems, stories, novels,
and plays. In these interviews, speeches, and conversational essays, the writer referred to by
admirers as the Poet Laureate of the Negro Race and the Dean of Black Letters articulated some of
his most powerful critiques of fascism, economic and racial oppression, and compromised
democracy. It was also through these genres that Hughes spoke of the responsibilities of the Black
artist, documented the essential contributions of Black people to literature, music, and theatre, and
chronicled the substantial challenges that Black artists face in gaining recognition, fair pay, and
professional advancement. And it was through these pieces, too, that Hughes built on his celebrated
work in other literary genres to craft an original, tragic-comic persona--a Blues poet in exile, forever
yearning for and coming back to a home, a nation, that nevertheless continues to disappoint and
harm him. A global traveler, Hughes's words, Let America be America Again were, throughout his
career, always followed by a caveat: America never was America to me.
  let america be america again: A Study Guide for Langston Hughes's "Let America Be
America Again" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016
  let america be america again: Nationalism, Marxism, and African American Literature
between the Wars Anthony Dawahare, 2009-09-18 During and after the Harlem Renaissance, two
intellectual forces—nationalism and Marxism—clashed and changed the future of African American
writing. Current literary thinking says that writers with nationalist leanings wrote the most relevant
fiction, poetry, and prose of the day. Nationalism, Marxism, and African American Literature
Between the Wars: A New Pandora's Box challenges that notion. It boldly proposes that such writers
as A. Philip Randolph, Langston Hughes, and Richard Wright, who often saw the world in terms of
class struggle, did more to advance the anti-racist politics of African American letters than writers
such as Countee Cullen, Jessie Redmon Fauset, Alain Locke, and Marcus Garvey, who remained
enmeshed in nationalist and racialist discourse. Evaluating the great impact of Marxism and
nationalism on black authors from the Harlem Renaissance and the Depression era, Anthony
Dawahare argues that the spread of nationalist ideologies and movements between the world wars
did guide legitimate political desires of black writers for a world without racism. But the nationalist
channels of political and cultural resistance did not address the capitalist foundation of modern
racial discrimination. During the period known as the “Red Decade” (1929–1941), black writers
developed some of the sharpest critiques of the capitalist world and thus anticipated contemporary
scholarship on the intellectual and political hazards of nationalism for the working class. As it
examines the progression of the Great Depression, the book focuses on the shift of black writers to
the Communist Left, including analyses of the Communists' position on the “Negro Question,” the
radical poetry of Langston Hughes, and the writings of Richard Wright.
  let america be america again: Black Poets of the United States Jean Wagner, 1973 Traces the
evolution of Afro-American poetry, highlighting individual poets up to the time of the Harlem
Renaissance.
  let america be america again: Vanishing Moments Eric Schocket, 2006-12-22 Vanishing
Moments analyzes how various American authors have reified class through their writing, from the
first influx of industrialism in the 1850s to the end of the Great Depression in the early 1940s. Eric
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Schocket uses this history to document America’s long engagement with the problem of class
stratification and demonstrates how deeply America’s desire to deny the presence of class has
marked even its most labor-conscious cultural texts. Schocket offers careful readings of works by
Herman Melville, Rebecca Harding Davis, William Dean Howells, Jack London, T. S. Eliot, Gertrude
Stein, Muriel Rukeyser, and Langston Hughes, among others, and explores how these authors
worked to try to heal the rift between the classes. He considers the challenges writers faced before
the Civil War in developing a language of class amidst the predominant concerns about race and
slavery; how early literary realists dealt with the threat of class insurrection; how writers at the turn
of the century attempted to span the divide between the classes by going undercover as workers;
how early modernists used working-class characters and idioms to shape their aesthetic
experiments; and how leftists in the 1930s struggled to develop an adequate model to connect class
and literature. Vanishing Moments’ unique combination of a broad historical scope and in-depth
readings makes it an essential book for scholars and students of American literature and culture, as
well as for political scientists, economists, and humanists. Eric Schocket is Associate Professor of
American Literature at Hampshire College. “An important book containing many brilliant
arguments—hard-hitting and original. Schocket demonstrates a sophisticated acquaintance with
issues within the working-class studies movement.” --Barbara Foley, Rutgers University
  let america be america again: The Sum of Our Dreams Louis P. Masur, 2020 This volume
delivers a concise, clear round-up of American history starting from America's colonial era to current
days of political disagreements and social uncertainty. Covering central themes and events of
American history, Masur evaluates the contested meanings of the American dream and questions its
viability--
  let america be america again: The Embodiment of Culture Dorothy Wood, 2017-11-13 This
book is a culmination of life, in prose, in America as a professional black woman. Unabridged in its
recounts of racism, culture, and bigotry in education, society and opportunity. It is a timely reminder
of what happens when race relations go unattended and undermined in America.
  let america be america again: Standing in the Rainbow Barbara Hubbard, 2003-03-03
Heaven's Light Was so bright That I opened my eyes A little at a time And then I realized I had been
standing In the rainbow The whole time. By Barbara Lovelace Hubbard
  let america be america again: Teaching U. S. History Thematically Rosalie Metro, 2023 The
second edition of this best-selling book offers the tools teachers need to get started with an
innovative approach to teaching history, one that develops literacy and higher-order thinking skills,
connects the past to students' lives today, and meets state and national standards. The author
provides an introductory unit to build a trustful classroom climate; over 70 primary sources
(including a dozen new ones) organized into six thematic units, each structured around an essential
question from U.S. history; and a final unit focusing on periodization and chronology. As students
analyze carefully excerpted documents-speeches by presidents and protesters, Supreme Court cases,
political cartoons-they build an understanding of how diverse historical figures have approached key
issues. At the same time, students learn to participate in civic debates and develop their own views
on what it means to be a 21st-century American. Each unit connects to current events, and dynamic
classroom activities make history come alive. In addition to the documents themselves, this teaching
manual provides strategies to assess student learning; mini-lectures designed to introduce
documents; activities to help students process, display, and integrate their learning; guidance to
help teachers create their own units, and more--
  let america be america again: Renewal Anne-Marie Slaughter, 2021-09-21 From the
acclaimed author of Unfinished Business, a story of crisis and change that can help us find renewed
honesty and purpose in our personal and political lives Like much of the world, America is deeply
divided over identity, equality, and history. Renewal is Anne-Marie Slaughter’s candid and deeply
personal account of how her own odyssey opened the door to an important new understanding of
how we as individuals, organizations, and nations can move backward and forward at the same time,
facing the past and embracing a new future. Weaving together personal stories and reflections with



insights from the latest research in the social sciences, Slaughter recounts a difficult time of
self‐examination and growth in the wake of a crisis that changed the way she lives, leads, and learns.
She connects her experience to our national crisis of identity and values as the country looks into a
four-hundred-year-old mirror and tries to confront and accept its full reflection. The promise of the
Declaration of Independence has been hollow for so many for so long. That reckoning is the
necessary first step toward renewal. The lessons here are not just for America. Slaughter shows how
renewal is possible for anyone who is willing to see themselves with new eyes and embrace radical
honesty, risk, resilience, interdependence, grace, and vision. Part personal journey, part manifesto,
Renewal offers hope tempered by honesty and is essential reading for citizens, leaders, and the
change makers of tomorrow.
  let america be america again: The Collected Works of Langston Hughes: The poems,
1921-1940 Langston Hughes, Dolan Hubbard, Leslie Catherine Sanders, Steven Carl Tracy, 2001
The sixteen volumes are published with the goal that Hughes pursued throughout his lifetime:
making his books available to the people. Each volume will include a biographical and literary
chronology by Arnold Rampersad, as well as an introduction by a Hughes scholar lume introductions
will provide contextual and historical information on the particular work.
  let america be america again: The Power of Political Art Robert Shulman, 2000 During the
1930s, radical young writers, artists, and critics associated with the Communist Party animated a
cultural dialogue that was one of the most stimulating in American history. With the dawning of the
Cold War, however, much of their work fell out
  let america be america again: American Covenant Philip Gorski, 2019-06-25 The long battle
between exclusionary and inclusive versions of the American story Was America founded as a
Christian nation or a secular democracy? Neither, argues Philip Gorski in American Covenant. What
the founders envisioned was a prophetic republic that would weave together the ethical vision of the
Hebrew prophets and the Western political heritage of civic republicanism. In this eye-opening book,
Gorski shows why this civil religious tradition is now in peril—and with it the American experiment.
American Covenant traces the history of prophetic republicanism from the Puritan era to today,
providing insightful portraits of figures ranging from John Winthrop and W.E.B. Du Bois to Jerry
Falwell, Ronald Reagan, and Barack Obama. Featuring a new preface by the author, this incisive
book demonstrates how half a century of culture war has drowned out the quieter voices of the vital
center, and demonstrates that if we are to rebuild that center, we must recover the civil religious
tradition on which the republic was founded.
  let america be america again: The Worlds of Langston Hughes Vera M. Kutzinksi, 2012-09-18
The poet Langston Hughes was a tireless world traveler and a prolific translator, editor, and
marketer. Translations of his own writings traveled even more widely than he did, earning him
adulation throughout Europe, Asia, and especially the Americas. In The Worlds of Langston Hughes,
Vera Kutzinski contends that, for writers who are part of the African diaspora, translation is more
than just a literary practice: it is a fact of life and a way of thinking. Focusing on Hughes's
autobiographies, translations of his poetry, his own translations, and the political lyrics that brought
him to the attention of the infamous McCarthy Committee, she shows that translating and being
translated-and often mistranslated-are as vital to Hughes's own poetics as they are to understanding
the historical network of cultural relations known as literary modernism. As Kutzinski maps the
trajectory of Hughes's writings across Europe and the Americas, we see the remarkable extent to
which the translations of his poetry were in conversation with the work of other modernist writers.
Kutzinski spotlights cities whose role as meeting places for modernists from all over the world has
yet to be fully explored: Madrid, Havana, Buenos Aires, Mexico City, and of course Harlem. The
result is a fresh look at Hughes, not as a solitary author who wrote in a single language, but as an
international figure at the heart of a global intellectual and artistic formation.
  let america be america again: American Literature Root and Flower 2 Annette T. Rubinstein,
2011-03-21 A companion to Rubinstein's celebrated study of English literature, American Literature
Root and Flower examines the lives and works of over fifty important American novelists, poets, and



dramatists. This two-volume study is one of remarkable scope, ranging from Hawthorne to the
Harlem Renaissance, from Poe to Pynchon. It illuminates the relationship between the producers of
American literature and their ever-changing social and political contexts, while emphasizing the
current of critique and resistance that runs through the entire tradition. Monthly Review Press is
proud to present the first-ever U.S. printing of this valuable and enlightening work.
  let america be america again: Racially Writing the Republic Bruce Baum, Duchess Harris,
2009-07-29 Investigates the history of U.S. political thought, dreams, and national identity by
foregrounding the debasing role of race and racialized identities in constructions and
transformations of what it has meant to be American.
  let america be america again: Learning One’s Native Tongue Tracy B. Strong, 2019-11-25
Citizenship is much more than the right to vote. It is a collection of political capacities constantly up
for debate. From Socrates to contemporary American politics, the question of what it means to be an
authentic citizen is an inherently political one. With Learning One’s Native Tongue, Tracy B. Strong
explores the development of the concept of American citizenship and what it means to belong to this
country, starting with the Puritans in the seventeenth century and continuing to the present day. He
examines the conflicts over the meaning of citizenship in the writings and speeches of prominent
thinkers and leaders ranging from John Winthrop and Roger Williams to Thomas Jefferson, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, and Franklin Roosevelt, among many others who
have participated in these important cultural and political debates. The criteria that define what
being a citizen entails change over time and in response to historical developments, and they are
thus also often the source of controversy and conflict, as with voting rights for women and African
Americans. Strong looks closely at these conflicts and the ensuing changes in the conception of
citizenship, paying attention to what difference each change makes and what each particular
conception entails socially and politically.
  let america be america again: The Land That Could Be William A. Shutkin, 2001-08-24
Environmentalist and lawyer William Shutkin describes a new kind of environmental and social
activism spreading across the nation, one that joins the pursuit of environmental quality with that of
civic health and sustainable local economies. In this book, environmentalist and lawyer William
Shutkin describes a new kind of environmental and social activism spreading across the nation, one
that joins the pursuit of environmental quality with that of civic health and sustainable local
economies. In the face of challenges posed by often corrosive market forces and widespread social
disaffection, this civic environmentalism is creating nothing less than a new public discourse and
dynamic social vision grounded in environmental action. Shutkin points the way to vibrant,
sustainable communities through four inspiring examples of civic environmentalism in action: the
redevelopment of contaminated urban land for agriculture in inner-city Boston, mass-transit-based
development and waterfront restoration in Oakland, protection of open space and
conservation-based development in rural Colorado, and smart-growth and sustainability strategies in
suburban New Jersey. The book's underlying message is that the nation's environmental health is a
critical factor in its success as a vital democracy. Social health, democratic community, and
environmentalism, Shutkin shows, are one. From the author's preface :This book asserts that
environmentalism is as much about protecting ordinary places as it is about preserving wilderness
areas; as much about promoting civic engagement as it is about pursuing environmental litigation;
and as much about implementing sound economic development strategies as it is about negotiating
global climate change treaties. Ultimately, I believe, environmentalism is nothing less than about our
conception of ourselves as a social and political community—what the bald eagle, our national
symbol, really means.
  let america be america again: Future-founding Poetry Sascha Pöhlmann, 2015 An
investigation of how American poetry since Whitman makes its beginnings, with what means and to
which political and aesthetic ends, and how it addresses fundamental questions about what the
future is and how it may be affectednow.
  let america be america again: Searching the Soul of the College and University in



America Stephen J. Nelson, 2023-10-30 This is a story of religious and democratic covenants and
controversies in the foundations of the American nation and in the soul of its colleges and
universities. Its powers are religion and politics in America, the creeds and convictions constituting
the beliefs and theologies of citizens and religious people. Critically overlapping and entangled
democratic beliefs and convictions distinctly define the American body politic and are in the
foundation of the nation and its colleges and universities. In that story, an unmistakable feature and
idea is that the religion of the Republic in America is intertwined with and parallel to a symbiotic
religion of the academy in its colleges and universities. The nation and its colleges share the same
space, history, and religious and democratic heralds and heroes. Democratic and political theories
and philosophies, and competing and cooperating religious faiths and impulses, have been reflected
both the Republic and in battles waged about the essential nature of the American nation and its
colleges and universities. These traits constitute how America, its public and its citizens, in and
outside the gates of the academy, have wrestled with the aspirations and ideals that define civic
duty, the commons, and the common good.
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