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Science in the 1950s: A Decade of Discovery and Innovation

Science in the 1950s was a thrilling era marked by groundbreaking discoveries, rapid technological
advancements, and a spirit of exploration that reshaped many fields. This decade, sandwiched
between the aftermath of World War 1l and the dawning of the Space Age, witnessed remarkable
progress in physics, biology, chemistry, and computing. It’s fascinating to look back and see how the

1950s set the stage for many scientific breakthroughs that continue to influence our world today.

The Post-War Boom and Its Impact on Science in the 1950s

After the devastation of World War I, the 1950s emerged as a period of rebuilding and innovation.
Governments, especially in the United States and the Soviet Union, heavily invested in scientific

research, driven by both Cold War competition and the desire to improve civilian life. This led to a
surge in funding for universities and private laboratories, giving scientists the resources needed to

push boundaries.

Research institutions flourished, and collaborations between scientists across disciplines became more
common. The decade embodied a sense of optimism about what science could achieve—from

improving medicine to launching humanity beyond Earth.

Government Influence and the Rise of Big Science

The Cold War rivalry played a key role in shaping science during the 1950s. The arms race and
nuclear competition prompted significant advancements in physics and engineering. The U.S.

government’s creation of agencies like the National Science Foundation (NSF) reflected a commitment



to supporting large-scale scientific endeavors.

This era also saw the birth of “Big Science” — large, complex projects requiring massive funding and
coordination. The development of nuclear reactors, early computers, and space exploration programs

all benefited from this new approach to research.

Major Scientific Breakthroughs of the 1950s

The decade was a treasure trove of discoveries that fundamentally changed our understanding of the

natural world and technology.

The Discovery of the DNA Double Helix

One of the most iconic moments in science in the 1950s was the discovery of the structure of DNA. In
1953, James Watson and Francis Crick unveiled the double helix model, a revelation that unlocked the
secrets of genetic inheritance. This breakthrough paved the way for modern molecular biology,

genetics, and biotechnology.

Understanding DNA’s structure provided scientists with clues about how genetic information is stored

and transmitted, revolutionizing medicine and biology in the decades that followed.

Advances in Nuclear Physics and the Atomic Age

The 1950s were deeply influenced by nuclear science. Following the development of atomic bombs in
the 1940s, researchers explored peaceful applications of nuclear energy. Nuclear reactors were built

for electricity generation, and this clean energy source promised to transform power production.



At the same time, the dangers of nuclear weapons led to treaties and global discussions about arms
control. Scientists contributed to both the technological development and the ethical debates

surrounding nuclear power.

Early Computing and the Dawn of the Digital Age

Computing technology took giant steps forward during the 1950s. Early electronic computers, such as
the UNIVAC and IBM’s mainframes, became more powerful and accessible. These machines, initially

used for military calculations and census data, laid the groundwork for the digital revolution.
Programming languages like FORTRAN were developed, making computers more user-friendly for

scientists and engineers. The progress made in this decade set the stage for the information

technology explosion we experience today.

Medical and Biological Progress in the 1950s

Science in the 1950s was not limited to physics and technology; medicine and biology also made

significant strides.

Polio Vaccine and Public Health Triumphs

One of the most celebrated medical achievements was Jonas Salk’s polio vaccine, introduced in 1955.
Polio had been a terrifying disease causing paralysis worldwide, and the vaccine’s success drastically

reduced infection rates.

This achievement demonstrated the power of vaccines and mass immunization, inspiring public health

campaigns and setting a precedent for combating other infectious diseases.



Understanding Human Biology and Biochemistry

The 1950s also witnessed progress in understanding human physiology and biochemistry. The

discovery of vitamins’ roles, hormones, and enzymes helped improve treatments for various conditions.

Technological tools, such as electron microscopes and advanced chemical analysis, allowed scientists

to explore cells and molecules in greater detail than ever before.

Space Exploration: The Beginning of Cosmic Ambitions

As the Cold War intensified, space exploration became a new frontier where science in the 1950s

shone brightly.

The Launch of Sputnik and the Space Race

Though Sputnik’s actual launch was in 1957, late in the decade, it marked a pivotal moment in science
during the 1950s. The Soviet Union’s successful launch of the first artificial satellite stunned the world

and ignited the Space Race.

This event spurred investment in aerospace engineering, rocketry, and astronautics, fueling rapid

developments that would lead to human spaceflight in the subsequent decades.

Technological Innovations for Space Travel

To support space ambitions, scientists and engineers developed new materials, propulsion systems,
and guidance technologies. The decade saw improvements in jet engines, satellite communications,

and telemetry systems.



These innovations were not only crucial for space exploration but also found applications in everyday

life, including telecommunications and navigation.

The Cultural and Social Influence of Science in the 1950s

Science in the 1950s wasn’t just confined to laboratories; it permeated popular culture and society’s

outlook.

Science Fiction and Public Fascination

The 1950s were the golden age of science fiction in literature and film. Movies about space travel,
aliens, and futuristic technologies captured the public imagination, reflecting both hope and anxiety

about scientific progress.

This cultural fascination helped generate public interest and support for scientific enterprises, creating

a feedback loop between scientists and society.

Education and the Emphasis on STEM

In response to the technological competition with the Soviet Union, education systems in many
countries emphasized science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Schools introduced

new curricula and encouraged students to pursue scientific careers.

This focus helped build a generation of researchers and innovators who would continue advancing

science long after the 1950s.



Legacy of Science in the 1950s

Looking back, the science in the 1950s laid critical foundations for many modern fields. From
molecular biology and nuclear energy to computing and space exploration, the discoveries and

innovations of this decade have had lasting impacts.

The spirit of collaboration, government support, and the drive to explore the unknown that
characterized the 1950s continue to inspire scientists today. Understanding this vibrant period helps us

appreciate how far humanity has come and the exciting possibilities still ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were some major scientific breakthroughs in the 1950s?

The 1950s saw major breakthroughs such as the discovery of the structure of DNA by Watson and
Crick, advancements in nuclear physics, the development of the polio vaccine, and the emergence of

the field of computer science.

Who discovered the structure of DNA in the 1950s?

James Watson and Francis Crick discovered the double helix structure of DNA in 1953.

What was the significance of the polio vaccine developed in the

1950s?

The polio vaccine, developed by Jonas Salk in 1955, was significant because it drastically reduced the
incidence of polio, a debilitating and sometimes fatal disease, leading to widespread immunization and

near eradication of polio in many countries.



How did the 1950s contribute to the advancement of computer
science?

The 1950s marked the transition from first-generation vacuum tube computers to second-generation
transistor-based computers, improving reliability and efficiency, and saw the development of early

programming languages and computer algorithms.

What role did nuclear science play in the 1950s?

Nuclear science was critical in the 1950s, with the development of nuclear power plants for energy,
advancements in nuclear weapons technology during the Cold War, and increased research into

nuclear medicine.

Which space exploration milestones occurred in the 1950s?

The late 1950s marked the beginning of the space age, highlighted by the launch of Sputnik 1 by the

Soviet Union in 1957, the first artificial Earth satellite, which sparked the space race.

How did scientific research in the 1950s impact medicine?

Scientific research in the 1950s led to breakthroughs such as the development of vaccines (polio),
antibiotics, improved surgical techniques, and better understanding of genetics, which collectively

improved healthcare outcomes.

What was the significance of the discovery of the double helix

structure of DNA?

The discovery of the double helix structure of DNA in 1953 provided a molecular basis for
understanding genetic inheritance, revolutionizing biology and medicine by enabling advances in

genetics, biotechnology, and molecular biology.



How did Cold War politics influence scientific research in the 1950s?

Cold War politics fueled competition between the USA and USSR, leading to increased funding and
rapid advancements in nuclear technology, aerospace, and computer science, as well as the

establishment of government agencies like NASA.

What was the impact of the 1950s scientific advancements on
modern technology?

The scientific advancements of the 1950s laid the foundation for modern technology including genetic
engineering, nuclear energy, space exploration, and computing, shaping many aspects of

contemporary science and industry.

Additional Resources

Science in the 1950s: A Decade of Revolutionary Discoveries and Technological Breakthroughs

Science in the 1950s marked a transformative era characterized by rapid advancements and
foundational discoveries that shaped modern scientific inquiry and technological innovation. Emerging
from the shadow of World War I, this decade saw an unprecedented acceleration in diverse fields
such as physics, biology, chemistry, and engineering. The geopolitical tensions of the Cold War
spurred investment in research and development, while new methodologies and collaborative efforts
expanded the frontiers of human knowledge. Examining science in the 1950s reveals a landscape of

groundbreaking achievements that continue to influence contemporary science and industry.

Contextualizing Science in the 1950s

The 1950s represented a pivotal moment in the evolution of scientific disciplines. Following the

devastation of the Second World War, nations prioritized rebuilding and advancing their technological



capabilities, often motivated by military competition and the nascent space race. Federal and private
funding for scientific research surged, particularly in the United States and the Soviet Union, which
emerged as superpowers vying for dominance. This period also witnessed the institutionalization of

research, as universities and government agencies formed new partnerships to accelerate innovation.

Simultaneously, the public's perception of science grew increasingly positive, fueled by visible progress
in medicine, electronics, and energy. The decade's scientific climate was marked by optimism about
harnessing technology to improve daily life, despite underlying anxieties about nuclear weapons and

environmental consequences.

Major Scientific Breakthroughs of the 1950s

The Discovery of the DNA Double Helix

Arguably one of the most significant scientific achievements of the 1950s was the elucidation of the
DNA structure by James Watson and Francis Crick in 1953. This discovery unlocked the molecular
basis of heredity, laying the groundwork for modern genetics and molecular biology. The identification
of the double helix model revolutionized biological science by explaining how genetic information is

stored and replicated, ultimately leading to advances in medicine, biotechnology, and forensic science.

Advancements in Nuclear Science and Atomic Energy

Science in the 1950s was heavily influenced by the development and deployment of nuclear
technology. The decade saw the expansion of nuclear power plants as a source of electricity,
promising a new era of clean and efficient energy. Simultaneously, nuclear weapons development
intensified, marked by the testing of hydrogen bombs and the establishment of deterrence strategies

during the Cold War.



The dual-use nature of nuclear science presented both opportunities and risks. While nuclear medicine
emerged, employing radioactive isotopes for diagnosis and treatment, concerns about radiation

exposure and environmental contamination began to surface.

The Dawn of the Space Age

The launch of the Soviet satellite Sputnik in 1957 signaled the beginning of the space age and
galvanized scientific and technological efforts worldwide. This event accelerated research in rocketry,
satellite communications, and materials science. Science in the 1950s laid the groundwork for the

space race, which would dominate scientific priorities in the subsequent decades.

Computing and Electronics Innovations

The 1950s witnessed pivotal developments in computer science and electronics. The invention of the
transistor at Bell Labs in 1947 began to bear fruit during this decade, replacing bulky vacuum tubes
and enabling more compact, reliable electronic devices. Early computers such as the UNIVAC and
IBM 701 facilitated complex calculations, data processing, and simulations vital to scientific research

and industry.
These innovations catalyzed the digital revolution, influencing fields ranging from meteorology to

economics. The growing integration of electronics into everyday life also encouraged interdisciplinary

research in materials science and engineering.

Scientific Research and Methodology in the 1950s

The post-war era fostered a more systematic and collaborative approach to scientific inquiry. Large-

scale projects like the Manhattan Project had demonstrated the power of coordinated research efforts,



prompting similar models in peacetime science. Governments established agencies such as the

National Science Foundation (NSF) in the United States to fund basic and applied research.
Research methodologies evolved with increased emphasis on empirical data, statistical analysis, and

hypothesis testing. The integration of computer technology enhanced data collection and modeling

capabilities, improving the precision and reproducibility of experiments.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Science in the 1950s increasingly transcended traditional disciplinary boundaries. For example, the
convergence of chemistry, biology, and physics in molecular biology accelerated discoveries about
cellular mechanisms. Similarly, the interplay between engineering and physics was critical to

aerospace advancements.

This interdisciplinary trend fostered a holistic understanding of complex scientific problems and

encouraged innovation through the synthesis of diverse perspectives.

Impact on Society and Culture

The scientific achievements of the 1950s had profound social and cultural implications. Medical

breakthroughs such as the widespread adoption of the polio vaccine drastically reduced mortality rates

and enhanced public health. The expansion of nuclear medicine and antibiotics further improved life

expectancy.
At the same time, the proliferation of consumer electronics, including televisions and radios,
transformed communication and entertainment. Science fiction literature and films, inspired by space

exploration and technological progress, captured the public imagination.

However, the era was not without its challenges. The threat of nuclear warfare and ethical concerns



about scientific experimentation prompted debates about the responsibilities of scientists and
policymakers. Environmental awareness was nascent but growing, as industrialization and atomic

testing raised questions about sustainability.

Science Education and Workforce Development

Responding to the demand for skilled scientists and engineers, educational institutions expanded
science curricula and research programs. The U.S. government’s National Defense Education Act
(1958) exemplified efforts to bolster science and mathematics education, aiming to maintain

technological leadership during the Cold War.

This emphasis on education contributed to the emergence of a new generation of researchers who

would drive innovation in subsequent decades.

Challenges and Criticisms of Science in the 1950s

While the 1950s were marked by remarkable progress, science faced critical ethical and practical
challenges. The rapid development of nuclear weapons raised moral questions about militarization and
human survival. Moreover, some scientific research, particularly in psychology and medicine,

occasionally overlooked informed consent and safety protocols.

Environmental impacts of industrial and nuclear activities were not yet fully understood, leading to
unintended consequences such as radioactive contamination. Additionally, the gender and racial
disparities in scientific communities limited diversity and inclusion, restricting the full potential of

scientific talent.



Balancing Innovation with Responsibility

The decade underscored the necessity for responsible stewardship of scientific knowledge. Debates
emerged around regulation, transparency, and public engagement to ensure that scientific

advancements served humanity’s best interests.

Legacy of Science in the 1950s

The foundations laid during the 1950s continue to underpin contemporary science and technology. The
discovery of DNA’s structure catalyzed the biotechnology revolution, influencing fields from genomics
to personalized medicine. Early computing advances evolved into today’s digital infrastructure, integral

to modern life.

Nuclear energy remains a significant but controversial power source, while space exploration initiated
in this decade has expanded humanity’s reach beyond Earth. The institutional frameworks and
interdisciplinary approaches developed during the 1950s set enduring standards for scientific

collaboration and innovation.
In sum, science in the 1950s represented a dynamic period of exploration and transformation,

balancing optimism with caution. Its multifaceted legacy invites ongoing reflection on how scientific

progress can be harnessed responsibly to address the complex challenges of the present and future.
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chains, the panic of the blacklist era, the explosive emergence of science fiction as the dominant
genre, and the rise of television and Hollywood's response with widescreen spectacles.

science in the 1950s: Paranoia, the Bomb, and 1950s Science Fiction Films Cynthia
Hendershot, 1999 The various monsters that people 1950s sf - giant insects, prehistoric creatures,
mutants, uncanny doubles, to name a few - serve as metaphorical embodiments of a varied and
complex cultural paranoia.--BOOK JACKET. Hendershot provides both theoretical discussion of
paranoia and close readings of sf films in order to construct her argument, elucidating the various
metaphors used by these films to convey a paranoiac view of a society forever altered by the atomic
bomb.--BOOK JACKET.

science in the 1950s: Science Under Socialism Kristie Macrakis, Dieter Hoffmann, 1999 An
international cast of contributors (Americans, former East Germans, and former West Germans) take
the reader on a journey from the view of science policymakers, to the construction of socialist
institutions for science, to the role of espionage in technology transfer, to the social and political
context of the chemical industry, engineers, nuclear power, biology, computers, and finally the
career trajectories of scientists through the vicissitudes of twentieth-century German history.--BOOK
JACKET.

science in the 1950s: Computing and the National Science Foundation, 1950-2016 Peter
A. Freeman, W. Richards Adrion, William Aspray, 2019-11-21 This organizational history relates the
role of the National Science Foundation (NSF) in the development of modern computing. Drawing
upon new and existing oral histories, extensive use of NSF documents, and the experience of two of
the authors as senior managers, this book describes how NSF’s programmatic activities originated
and evolved to become the primary source of funding for fundamental research in computing and
information technologies. The book traces how NSF's support has provided facilities and education
for computing usage by all scientific disciplines, aided in institution and professional community
building, supported fundamental research in computer science and allied disciplines, and led the
efforts to broaden participation in computing by all segments of society. Today, the research and
infrastructure facilitated by NSF computing programs are significant economic drivers of American
society and industry. For example, NSF supported work that led to the first widely-used web
browser, Netscape; sponsored the creation of algorithms at the core of the Google search engine;
facilitated the growth of the public Internet; and funded research on the scientific basis for countless
other applications and technologies. NSF has advanced the development of human capital and ideas
for future advances in computing and its applications. This account is the first comprehensive
coverage of NSF's role in the extraordinary growth and expansion of modern computing and its use.
It will appeal to historians of computing, policy makers and leaders in government and academia,
and individuals interested in the history and development of computing and the NSF.

science in the 1950s: Handbook of Public Communication of Science and Technology
Massimiano Bucchi, Brian Trench, 2008-06-03 Comprehensive yet accessible, this key Handbook
provides an up-to-date overview of the fast growing and increasingly important area of ‘public
communication of science and technology’, from both research and practical perspectives. As well as
introducing the main issues, arenas and professional perspectives involved, it presents the findings
of earlier research and the conclusions previously drawn. Unlike most existing books on this topic,
this unique volume couples an overview of the practical problems faced by practitioners with a
thorough review of relevant literature and research. The practical Handbook format ensures it is a
student-friendly resource, but its breadth of scope and impressive contributors means that it is also
ideal for practitioners and professionals working in the field. Combining the contributions of
different disciplines (media and journalism studies, sociology and history of science), the
perspectives of different geographical and cultural contexts, and by selecting key contributions from
appropriate and well-respected authors, this original text provides an interdisciplinary as well as a
global approach to public communication of science and technology.

science in the 1950s: The Oxford Handbook of American Philosophy Cheryl Misak,
2008-09-25 This is the first collective study of the development of philosophy in America, from the



18th century to the present. Leading experts examine distinctive features of American philosophy,
trace notable themes, and consider the legacy of key figures. A fascinating resource for anyone
interested in modern philosophy or American intellectual history.

science in the 1950s: The New Routledge Companion to Science Fiction Mark Bould,
Andrew M. Butler, Sherryl Vint, 2024-06-13 The New Routledge Companion to Science Fiction
provides an overview of the study of science fiction across multiple academic fields. It offers a new
conceptualisation of the field today, marking the significant changes that have taken place in sf
studies over the past 15 years. Building on the pioneering research in the first edition, the collection
reorganises historical coverage of the genre to emphasise new geographical areas of cultural
production and the growing importance of media beyond print. It also updates and expands the
range of frameworks that are relevant to the study of science fiction. The periodisation has been
reframed to include new chapters focusing on science fiction produced outside the Anglophone
context, including South Asian, Latin American, Chinese and African diasporic science fiction. The
contributors use both well- established critical and theoretical approaches and embrace a range of
new ones, including biopolitics, climate crisis, critical ethnic studies, disability studies, energy
humanities, game studies, medical humanities, new materialisms and sonic studies. This book is an
invaluable resource for students and established scholars seeking to understand the vast range of
engagements with science fiction in scholarship today. Chapter 39 of this book is freely available as
a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons
[Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.

science in the 1950s: Science Fiction Film Keith M. Johnston, 2013-05-09 Science Fiction
Film develops a historical and cultural approach to the genre that moves beyond close readings of
iconography and formal conventions. It explores how this increasingly influential genre has been
constructed from disparate elements into a hybrid genre. Science Fiction Film goes beyond a textual
exploration of these films to place them within a larger network of influences that includes studio
politics and promotional discourses. The book also challenges the perceived limits of the genre - it
includes a wide range of films, from canonical SF, such as Le voyage dans la lune, Star Wars and
Blade Runner, to films that stretch and reshape the definition of the genre. This expansion of generic
focus offers an innovative approach for students and fans of science fiction alike.

science in the 1950s: A Companion to the History of Science Bernard Lightman,
2019-11-12 The Wiley Blackwell Companion to the History of Science is a single volume companion
that discusses the history of science as it is done today, providing a survey of the debates and issues
that dominate current scholarly discussion, with contributions from leading international scholars.
Provides a single-volume overview of current scholarship in the history of science edited by one of
the leading figures in the field Features forty essays by leading international scholars providing an
overview of the key debates and developments in the history of science Reflects the shift towards
deeper historical contextualization within the field Helps communicate and integrate perspectives
from the history of science with other areas of historical inquiry Includes discussion of non-Western
themes which are integrated throughout the chapters Divided into four sections based on key
analytic categories that reflect new approaches in the field

science in the 1950s: An Introduction to Studying Popular Culture Dominic Strinati, 2000 An
Introduction to Studying Popular Culture presents a critical assessment of the major ways in which
popular culture has been interpreted, and suggests how it may be more usefully studied.

science in the 1950s: Science Talk Daniel Patrick Thurs, 2007 Science news is met by the
public with a mixture of fascination and disengagement. On the one hand, Americans are inflamed
by topics ranging from the question of whether or not Pluto is a planet to the ethics of stem-cell
research. But the complexity of scientific research can also be confusing and overwhelming, causing
many to divert their attentions elsewhere and leave science to the experts. Whether they follow
science news closely or not, Americans take for granted that discoveries in the sciences are
occurring constantly. Few, however, stop to consider how these advances--and the debates they
sometimes lead to--contribute to the changing definition of the term science itself. Going beyond the




issue-centered debates, Daniel Patrick Thurs examines what these controversies say about how we
understand science now and in the future. Drawing on his analysis of magazines, newspapers,
journals and other forms of public discourse, Thurs describes how science--originally used as a
synonym for general knowledge--became a term to distinguish particular subjects as elite forms of
study accessible only to the highly educated.

science in the 1950s: School Days of 1950's Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-08 In the vibrant
world of School Days of 1950's, we follow the journey of Raymond, an inquisitive and adventurous
young boy, as he embarks on his first year of school. From the moment he steps through the school
gates, Raymond is captivated by the magic of learning and the excitement of new experiences.
Raymond's days are filled with wonder and discovery as he explores the world of books, dinosaurs,
and whales. He participates in class discussions with enthusiasm and eagerly raises his hand to
answer questions. He enjoys the challenges of math problems and the creativity of art projects.
Outside the classroom, Raymond finds joy in extracurricular activities. He joins the school chess club
and the drama club, discovering new talents and making lifelong friends along the way. Through
these experiences, Raymond grows and changes in remarkable ways. As the school year progresses,
Raymond's journey is not without its challenges. He encounters bullies who try to bring him down,
and he struggles with self-doubt and insecurity. But with the support of his teachers, friends, and
family, he learns to overcome these obstacles and embrace his individuality. School Days of 1950's is
a heartwarming and nostalgic tale that captures the essence of childhood and the transformative
power of education. It is a story about friendship, resilience, and the joy of learning that will
resonate with readers of all ages. Join Raymond on his extraordinary journey as he navigates the ups
and downs of his first year of school and discovers the magic that awaits him within the walls of his
classroom. If you like this book, write a review!

science in the 1950s: Values in Science Education Deborah Corrigan, Cathy Buntting,
Angela Fitzgerald, Alister Jones, 2020-05-18 In 2007, the Monash-Kings College London
International Centre for the Study of Science and Mathematics Curriculum edited a book called The
Re-emergence of Values in Science Education. This book reflects on how values have been
considered since this original publication, particularly in terms of socio-cultural, economic and
political factors that have impacted broadly on science, technology and society, and more specifically
on informal and formal science curricula. Hence, the title of this book has been framed as Values in
Science Education: The shifting sands. As in the first book, this collection focuses on values that are
centrally associated with science and its teaching, and not the more general notion of values such as
cooperation or teamwork that are also important values in current curricula. Such values have
indeed become more of a focus in science education. This may be a response to the changing global
context, where technological changes have been rapid and accelerating. In such complex and risky
environments, it is our guiding principles that become the important mainstays of our decisions and
practices. In terms of science education, what is becoming clearer is that traditional content and
traditional science and scientific methods are not enough for science and hence science education to
meet such challenges. While shifts in values in science education continue, tensions remain in
curriculum development and implementation, as evidenced by the continued diversity of views about
what and whose values matter most.

science in the 1950s: Militarizing Outer Space Alexander C.T. Geppert, Daniel Brandau,
Tilmann Siebeneichner, 2020-12-02 Militarizing Outer Space explores the dystopian and destructive
dimensions of the Space Age and challenges conventional narratives of a bipolar Cold War rivalry.
Concentrating on weapons, warfare and violence, this provocative volume examines real and
imagined endeavors of arming the skies and conquering the heavens. The third and final volume in
the groundbreaking European Astroculture trilogy, Militarizing Outer Space zooms in on the
interplay between security, technopolitics and knowledge from the 1920s through the 1980s. Often
hailed as the site of heavenly utopias and otherworldly salvation, outer space transformed from a
promised sanctuary to a present threat, where the battles of the future were to be waged.
Astroculture proved instrumental in fathoming forms and functions of warfare’s futures past, both on



earth and in space. The allure of dominating outer space, the book shows, was neither limited to the
early twenty-first century nor to current American space force rhetorics.

science in the 1950s: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature Jay Parini, 2004
The Encyclopedia of American Literature gathers together 350 essays from over 190 leading
scholars on the whole of American literature, from European discovery to the present. At the core of
the Encyclopedia lie 250 essays on poets, playwrights, essayists, and novelists. Figures such as
Whitman, Melville, Faulkner, Frost, and Morrison are discussed in detail with each examined in the
context of his or her times, an assessment of the writer's current reputation, a bibliography of major
works, and a list of major critical and biographical works about the writer. Fifty entries on major
works such as Moby Dick, Song of Myself, Walden, The Great Gatsby, The Waste Land, Their Eyes
Were Watching God, Death of a Salesman, and Beloved place the work in its historical context and
offer a range of possibilities with regard to critical approach. The Encyclopedia also contains essays
on literary movements, periods, and themes, pulling together a broad range of information and
making connections between them. Each entry has its own primary and annotated secondary
bibliography, and a system of cross-references helps readers locate information with ease. The
Encyclopedia of American Literature is an outstanding reference source for students studying
authors, or particular pieces of literature; libraries looking for one comprehensive source; and
readers interested in American literature, its authors, and its connection with various areas of study.

science in the 1950s: The American Liberal Tradition Reconsidered Mark Hulliung, 2010 Eight
prominent scholars consider whether Louis Hartz's interpretation of liberalism in his classic 1955
book should be repudiated or updated, and whether a study of America as a liberal society is still a
rewarding undertaking.

science in the 1950s: The Science of Public Policy: Evolution of policy sciences, pt. 2
Tadao Miyakawa, 1999

science in the 1950s: Handbook on Science and Public Policy Dagmar Simon, Stefan
Kuhlmann, Julia Stamm, Weert Canzler, 2019 This Handbook assembles state-of-the-art insights into
the co-evolutionary and precarious relations between science and public policy. Beyond this, it also
offers a fresh outlook on emerging challenges for science (including technology and innovation) in
changing societies, and related policy requirements, as well as the challenges for public policy in
view of science-driven economic, societal, and cultural changes. In short, this book deals with
science as a policy-triggered project as well as public policy as a science-driven venture.

science in the 1950s: Reader's Guide to the History of Science Arne Hessenbruch, 2000
First Published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

science in the 1950s: Soviet Scientists and the State Peter Kneen, 1984-01-01 Soviet Scientists
and the State examines the constraints place upon the natural scientist in the Soviet Union. The
book brings into sharp relief the social and economic consequences arising from the highly
centralized character of Communist Party rule. Because conditions regarded as essential for
effective scientific research conflict with the form of political control prevailing in the Soviet Union,
the Soviet scientists' working environment provides a fruitful context for assessing the methods
adopted by the Communist Party. This study is an excellent base from which to explore some
important sources of change in contemporary Soviet politics. The book is also a survey of the present
state of natural science in the U.S.S.R. Topics of concern range from the scientists' background and
social characteristics, institutions, status, and leadership to their social relations and effectiveness.
The relationship of the Communist Party to the scientists is examined in detail.
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