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**Alice Walker The Temple of My Familiar: Exploring the Depths of Identity and
Connection**

alice walker the temple of my familiar is a profound literary work that delves into
themes of identity, spirituality, and interconnectedness across cultures and histories.
Written by the acclaimed author Alice Walker, this novel stands as a rich tapestry of
narratives that challenge readers to rethink the boundaries of self and community.
Whether you are a longtime fan of Walker’s work or new to her writings, *The Temple of
My Familiar* offers a compelling journey through the complexities of human experience.

Understanding Alice Walker and Her Literary
Vision

Before diving into the nuances of *The Temple of My Familiar*, it’s helpful to appreciate
Alice Walker’s broader literary background. Known primarily for her groundbreaking
novel *The Color Purple*, Walker has consistently focused on themes of race, gender, and
cultural heritage. Her writing is celebrated for its lyrical prose and deep empathy, often
giving voice to marginalized experiences.

In *The Temple of My Familiar*, Walker expands her narrative scope. Published in 1989,
this novel reflects her continued exploration of interconnectedness—not just among
individuals, but across time, geography, and spirituality. The book blends elements of
historical fiction, magical realism, and philosophical inquiry, making it a unique and
multifaceted work.

The Core Themes of The Temple of My Familiar

One of the most striking aspects of *The Temple of My Familiar* is its thematic richness.
Here are some of the central ideas Walker weaves throughout the novel:

1. Identity and Self-Discovery

At its heart, the novel is an exploration of personal and collective identity. Characters
grapple with their own histories, cultural roots, and spiritual beliefs. Through their
journeys, Walker invites readers to consider how identity is fluid and shaped by a
multitude of forces—family, society, and the legacy of oppression.



2. The Legacy of African and African-American History

Walker situates many of her characters within the context of African and African-American
history. The novel bridges continents and generations, highlighting the enduring impact of
slavery, colonialism, and diaspora. This historical layering enriches the narrative and
fosters a deeper understanding of contemporary struggles for justice and equality.

3. Spirituality and Connection

A significant portion of the novel is dedicated to the spiritual connections that bind people
together. Walker draws on diverse spiritual traditions, including African animism and
indigenous beliefs, to illustrate a universal sense of interconnectedness. This spiritual
thread encourages readers to see beyond superficial differences and recognize shared
humanity.

Narrative Structure and Style in Alice Walker The
Temple of My Familiar

Unlike traditional linear storytelling, *The Temple of My Familiar* employs an intricate
narrative structure. Walker shifts perspectives among multiple characters, each with
distinct voices and backgrounds. This polyphonic approach allows the novel to explore its
themes from various angles, creating a mosaic of experiences.

Magical Realism and Symbolism

Walker incorporates elements of magical realism, blending the mystical with the everyday.
This stylistic choice enhances the novel’s spiritual dimension and invites readers to
engage with reality in a more expansive way. Symbolism is abundant—from animals to
natural elements—each carrying deeper meanings related to transformation and healing.

Interwoven Stories

The book features interconnected stories that span continents—Africa, America, and
beyond. These narratives are not isolated but resonate with each other, emphasizing the
shared struggles and triumphs of humanity. This interconnectedness is a hallmark of
Walker’s storytelling in *The Temple of My Familiar*.

Key Characters and Their Roles



To fully appreciate *The Temple of My Familiar*, it helps to understand some of its key
characters and their significance.

Caroline “Caroline” Walker: A central figure whose personal journey symbolizes
the search for identity and belonging.

Georgina: A character embodying resilience and the complexities of African-
American womanhood.

Otherworldly Figures: Mystical characters that represent spiritual guides and
ancestral wisdom.

Each character’s story contributes to the novel’s overarching message about healing and
unity.

Why Read Alice Walker The Temple of My
Familiar?

Many readers find *The Temple of My Familiar* to be a rewarding experience for several
reasons:

1. Deep Cultural Insight

Walker’s novel offers a rich exploration of African and African-American cultures,
histories, and spiritualities. It can broaden readers’ understanding of the diasporic
experience and the enduring strength found in cultural heritage.

2. Thought-Provoking Themes

The novel encourages reflection on identity, community, and the human condition. Its
layered storytelling fosters empathy and invites readers to consider new perspectives.

3. Literary Craftsmanship

With its poetic language and innovative narrative structure, *The Temple of My Familiar*
is a masterclass in literary artistry. Walker’s skillful blending of realism and mysticism
creates a compelling and immersive reading experience.



Tips for Engaging with The Temple of My Familiar

Given its complexity, here are some tips if you plan to read Alice Walker’s *The Temple of
My Familiar*:

Take Your Time: The novel’s depth and multiple storylines benefit from a slow,1.
reflective reading pace.

Keep Notes: Tracking characters and themes can enhance understanding and2.
appreciation.

Explore Context: Reading about African-American history and Walker’s other works3.
can provide valuable background.

Discuss with Others: Engaging in book clubs or discussion groups can illuminate4.
different interpretations.

The Lasting Impact of Alice Walker’s Work

*The Temple of My Familiar* remains a significant contribution to American literature and
the broader conversation about race, spirituality, and identity. Its influence extends
beyond the page, inspiring readers and writers alike to embrace a more inclusive and
compassionate worldview.

Alice Walker’s commitment to storytelling that uplifts marginalized voices continues to
resonate, making *The Temple of My Familiar* an essential read for anyone interested in
the intersection of history, culture, and spirituality.

In exploring the many layers of *The Temple of My Familiar*, readers find not only a novel
but a profound meditation on the human spirit’s capacity for connection and renewal. It’s
a literary journey that challenges and enriches, inviting each of us to discover the temples
within our own familiar worlds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Alice Walker's 'The Temple
of My Familiar'?
'The Temple of My Familiar' explores themes of interconnectedness, spirituality, identity,
and the legacy of history, particularly focusing on the African diaspora and the search for
self-understanding.



How does Alice Walker structure 'The Temple of My
Familiar'?
The novel is structured as a multi-narrative, intertwining the lives and stories of various
characters across different times and places, creating a complex tapestry that reflects the
interconnectedness of human experience.

Who are some of the central characters in 'The Temple
of My Familiar'?
Central characters include Carlotta, a woman searching for her identity; Jane, an
American woman dealing with personal loss; and other figures that represent different
cultural and historical backgrounds, all connected through shared themes.

In what ways does 'The Temple of My Familiar' address
issues of race and gender?
The novel addresses race and gender by exploring the experiences and struggles of Black
women and men, highlighting systemic oppression, resilience, and the empowerment
found through community and self-awareness.

How does spirituality manifest in 'The Temple of My
Familiar'?
Spirituality in the novel is portrayed through a blend of African traditions, mysticism, and
personal quests for meaning, emphasizing a deep connection to ancestors, nature, and the
universe.

What is the significance of the title 'The Temple of My
Familiar'?
The title symbolizes the inner sanctuary of the self and the familiar connections that bind
individuals to their heritage, culture, and each other, reflecting the novel’s focus on
personal and collective identity.

Additional Resources
Alice Walker’s The Temple of My Familiar: A Complex Journey Through Identity and
Connection

alice walker the temple of my familiar is a novel that represents one of the most
ambitious works by the acclaimed author Alice Walker. Published in 1989, this book serves
as a sequel to her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Color Purple and explores a
multifaceted narrative that delves into themes of identity, spirituality, interconnectedness,
and cultural history. The Temple of My Familiar stands out in Walker’s oeuvre for its
experimental structure and its bold engagement with global perspectives, making it a



significant subject for literary analysis and discussion.

In-depth Analysis of Alice Walker’s The Temple of
My Familiar

Alice Walker’s The Temple of My Familiar is an intricate tapestry of voices and stories that
span continents and historical epochs. Unlike conventional novels, it does not follow a
linear plot but rather interweaves multiple narratives to create a panoramic view of
human experience. The novel explores African American heritage, the legacy of slavery,
and the ongoing quest for self-realization. It is a rich study of how personal histories
intersect with collective memory and cultural identity.

At the core of the novel is the exploration of dualities—between past and present, the
spiritual and the material, the individual and the collective. Walker uses shifting
perspectives and a diverse cast of characters to challenge readers’ understanding of time
and identity. The novel’s title itself suggests a sacred space of familiarity and
introspection, a metaphorical ‘temple’ where the self confronts its roots and connections.

Structure and Narrative Technique

One of the defining features of The Temple of My Familiar is its non-linear narrative style.
The book employs multiple narrators, including animals and symbolic figures, which is a
departure from traditional storytelling. This polyphonic approach enriches the reader’s
engagement by presenting varied viewpoints and cultural insights. Walker’s use of
magical realism and spiritual allegory further elevates the narrative, inviting readers to
interpret the text beyond its literal meaning.

The novel’s structure can be seen as both a strength and a challenge. While it offers a
layered and nuanced reading experience, some critics argue that the complexity can be
overwhelming, potentially alienating readers unfamiliar with Walker’s thematic
preoccupations or with experimental literature.

Thematic Exploration: Identity and Interconnectedness

A central theme in alice walker the temple of my familiar is the exploration of Black
identity, not only within the American context but also within the wider African diaspora.
Walker examines how historical trauma, such as slavery and colonialism, continues to
shape contemporary identities and relationships. Through characters who journey across
geographical and spiritual boundaries, the novel underscores the importance of
understanding one’s heritage as a source of strength and healing.

Interconnectedness is another crucial theme. The novel suggests that human experience is
not isolated; rather, it is part of a larger web of life that includes ancestors, nature, and
the cosmos. This holistic worldview is reflected in the book’s frequent references to



spirituality, mythology, and ecological consciousness. The Temple of My Familiar thus
serves as a literary site where personal and collective histories converge.

Character Development and Symbolism

Walker’s characters in The Temple of My Familiar are richly drawn and often serve
symbolic functions. For example, Carlotta, a recurring character from The Color Purple,
reappears here as a representation of resilience and transformation. Other characters
embody different aspects of cultural and spiritual identity, including indigenous wisdom
and ancestral memory.

The use of animals as narrators and symbols adds another layer of meaning. Animals in
the novel are not mere creatures but messengers and witnesses to human struggles and
spiritual journeys. This anthropomorphic device enriches the narrative with a sense of
universality and empathy.

Comparative Context and Literary Significance

When compared to The Color Purple, which is more focused on a singular narrative and
the personal growth of Celie, The Temple of My Familiar broadens the scope significantly.
It shifts from individual empowerment to collective consciousness, exploring global
histories and the interconnectedness of human experience. This evolution in Walker’s
writing demonstrates her willingness to experiment with form and content to address
more expansive questions of identity and belonging.

In the broader context of African American literature, The Temple of My Familiar aligns
with other works that emphasize diasporic connections and spiritual reclamation, such as
Toni Morrison’s Beloved and Ishmael Reed’s Mumbo Jumbo. However, Walker’s distinctive
blend of spirituality, ecology, and feminist thought provides a unique contribution to these
ongoing literary conversations.

Pros and Cons of The Temple of My Familiar

Pros:

Rich, multifaceted exploration of identity and history

Innovative narrative structure that challenges conventional storytelling

Incorporation of spirituality and ecological consciousness

Strong thematic links to the African diaspora and cultural memory



Cons:

Complex narrative may be difficult for some readers to follow

Non-linear structure can disrupt traditional reading flow

Some symbolic elements may feel abstract or obscure

Reception and Critical Perspectives

The reception of alice walker the temple of my familiar has been mixed, reflecting its
ambitious scope. While some critics praise the novel for its depth and poetic vision, others
find its sprawling narrative challenging. Literary scholars often highlight Walker’s courage
in pushing the boundaries of genre, emphasizing how the novel’s complexity mirrors the
multifaceted nature of identity itself.

Moreover, the book’s ecological and spiritual concerns resonate strongly in contemporary
discussions about environmental justice and indigenous rights, adding to its relevance
beyond purely literary circles.

Conclusion: The Enduring Influence of The
Temple of My Familiar

Alice Walker’s The Temple of My Familiar remains a compelling work that encourages
readers to rethink the boundaries of narrative and identity. Its intricate layers and global
vision invite ongoing exploration and dialogue about the connections that define human
existence. For those invested in African American literature, feminist writing, and spiritual
inquiry, this novel offers a profound and challenging experience that continues to inspire
critical thought and appreciation.

Alice Walker The Temple Of My Familiar
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'A romance of the last 500,000 years' from the Pulitzer prize winning author of THE COLOR
PURPLE. A visionary cast of characters weave together their past and present in a brilliantly
intricate tapestry of tales.It is the story of the dispossessed and displaced, of peoples whose history
is ancient and whose future is yet to come. Here we meet Lissie, a woman of many pasts; Arveyda
the great guitarist and his Latin American wife who has had to flee her homeland; Suwelo, the
history teacher, and his former wife Fanny who has fallen in love with spirits. Hovering tantalisingly
above their stories are Miss Celie and Shug, the beloved characters from THE COLOUR PURPLE.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Alice Walker Sterling Professor of Humanities
Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents a selection of criticism devoted to the fiction of African American
author Alice Walker.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: New York Magazine , 1989-05-08 New York magazine
was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place
for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Alice Walker's Womanist Fiction Iman Hami,
2023-04-26 A theory formulated by Alice Walker, womanism focuses on the unification of men and
women with Nature and Earth. This book explores womanism with regards to its specific concerns
with African American women’s rights, identities, and self-actualisation, and points towards its more
overarching concerns with human relations and sexual freedom, as expressed in each of Walker’s
seven novels. Although Walker introduced the term “womanism” in 1983, this book traces the
development of the concept across her canon of fictional works. By analysing the novels written in
the 1970s, this book establishes how the term came to be coined, and demonstrates how womanism
went on to be further developed and complexly wrought throughout Walker’s literary career.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: From Women's Experience to Feminist Theology
Linda Hogan, 2016-10-06 What are the implications of adopting a primacy of praxis position in
feminist theology? How can we respect the diversity of women's experience while retaining it as a
useful analytic category? Do these twin resources of women's experience and praxis together imply
that feminist theology is ultimately relativist? Through an analysis of the work of some of today's key
feminist theologians – Christian, womanist and post-Christian – Linda Hogan considers these and
other methodological questions.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: The Concise Oxford Companion to African
American Literature William L. Andrews, Frances Smith Foster, Trudier Harris, 2001-02-15 A
breathtaking achievement, this Concise Companion is a suitable crown to the astonishing production
in African American literature and criticism that has swept over American literary studies in the last
two decades. It offers an enormous range of writers-from Sojourner Truth to Frederick Douglass,
from Zora Neale Hurston to Ralph Ellison, and from Toni Morrison to August Wilson. It contains
entries on major works (including synopses of novels), such as Harriet Jacobs's Incidents in the Life
of a Slave Girl, Richard Wright's Native Son, and Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun. It also
incorporates information on literary characters such as Bigger Thomas, Coffin Ed Johnson, Kunta
Kinte, Sula Peace, as well as on character types such as Aunt Jemima, Brer Rabbit, John Henry,
Stackolee, and the trickster. Icons of black culture are addressed, including vivid details about the
lives of Muhammad Ali, John Coltrane, Marcus Garvey, Jackie Robinson, John Brown, and Harriet
Tubman. Here, too, are general articles on poetry, fiction, and drama; on autobiography, slave
narratives, Sunday School literature, and oratory; as well as on a wide spectrum of related topics.
Compact yet thorough, this handy volume gathers works from a vast array of sources--from the black
periodical press to women's clubs--making it one of the most substantial guides available on the
growing, exciting world of African American literature.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Alice Walker's Metaphysics Nagueyalti Warren,
2019-01-16 Catapulted to fame in 1982 with the publication of her third novel—the Pulitzer



Prize–winning The Color Purple—Alice Walker has become one of America’s most celebrated and
divisive authors. With books such as Meridian and The Third Life of Grange Copeland, Walker’s
writing has frequently been cited for messages in support of civil rights and feminism. Above all,
however, Walker is a spiritual seeker. Her works are dominated by the search for truth, wholeness,
and the spirit that connects everyone and everything. In Alice Walker’s Metaphysics: Literature of
Spirit, Nagueyalti Warren examines the philosophy and worldview present in all of Walker’s writing.
Warren contends that Walker is a literary theologian, citing the transformative changes that take
place in the author’s fictional characters. Warren also points to Walker’s bravery in approaching
taboo subjects, her generosity of spirit, and her love for humanity, which are represented
throughout her poems, novels, short stories, children’s books, and essays. This analysis is further
supplemented by primary sources from Walker’s unpublished material, including notes and
scrapbooks. By exploring the spirituality evident throughout the author’s work, this volume shows
how Walker challenges readers to recognize and understand their responsibility to the earth—and to
one another. Providing a fresh, accessible look at one of the twentieth century’s most prolific women
writers, Alice Walker’s Metaphysics: Literature of Spirit will appeal to both academics and fans of
the author’s varied literature.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Temple of My Familiar , 2016
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: 'Critical Reflections in Literary Research': A
Compendium of Research Papers Kamalakar Baburao Gaikwad, 2025-09-20 The title of this
academic book is ‘Critical Reflections in Literary Research’. It is mainly written for the research
scholars, teachers and literature readers. It covers the topics which cultivate their interest and
overall insights about the literary research. The papers compiled in this book represent the fruitful
and stimulating conversations. Its main objective is to acquaint the readers about the pioneering
fictional perceptions of the English literature. This book is a timely collection of research papers on
English literature that brings together a diverse assortment of scholarly contributions which
explores complex intersections. The most captivating characteristic of this book is its capacity to
bridge seemingly incongruent disciplines. Each research paper offers a fresh perspective, a unique
insight and its relationship with broader societal issues. Each paper demonstrates the relevance and
richness of literature as a field of academic enquiry. These papers represent a unique exploration of
how literature engages with societal issues such as association of law and literature, cinema and
literature, third gender people and religion, thematic significance of Raja Rao’s Kanthapura and
Annabhau Sathe’s Fakira, a brief review of Henry Fielding’s works, Bhavik Sarkhedi and Suhana
Bhambhani’s views on existential crisis, Arun Joshi’s perspectives on existentialism, Aristotle’s
concept of tragedy, caste discrimination and east-west encounter in R.K.Narayan’s fiction and a
critical study of post-modern Indian English Dramatists. The book also comprises with the research
papers which highlight on true happiness in Oscar Wilde’s novels, Dr. Ambedkar’s opinions on
education, ecclesiastical intuitions in Graham Greene, significance of values and mannerism through
J. C. Hill’ s work, Narayana Murthy’s need for excellence, need of translation through Mahesh
Elkunchwar’s novel, association of education and religion, traits of protagonists, pseudo-zeal of
worshippers, racism, womanism and marginalization of black women, caste, culture and politics
reflected in dalit literature, the role of recent trends in shaping modern Indian English literature,
quality of mercy, blending of mock epic, irony and fantasy and the portrayal of emancipated and new
woman in Namita Gokhale’s novel, alienation in Toni Morrison and Alice Walker’s novels, Religious
Pluralism in Swami Vivekananda’s work, mistaken legalistic validation in Joseph Heller’s work and
women images through Sylvia Plath’s 'Mirror'.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Stories of Women Elleke Boehmer, 2005-09-03 This
text combines Boehmer's keynote essays on the mother figure and the postcolonial nation, with
incisive new work on male autobiography, 'daughter' writers, the colonial body, the trauma of the
post-colony, and the nation in a transnational context.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: The Cambridge Guide to Women's Writing in
English Lorna Sage, 1999-09-30 This Guide aims to consolidate and epitomise the re-reading of



women's writing that has gone on in the last twenty-five years. This is an opportunity for
stock-taking - a timely project, when so much writing has been rediscovered, reclaimed and
republished. There are entries on writers, on individual texts, and on general terms, genres and
movements, all printed in a single alphabetical sequence. The earliest written documents in
medieval English (the visionary writings of Julian of Norwich and Margery Kempe) are covered in an
historical - and geographical - sweep that takes us up to the present day. The book reflects the
spread of literacy, the history of colonisation and the development of post-colonial cultures using
and changing the English language. The entries are written by contributors from all the countries
covered. The result is a work of reference with a unique feeling for the vitality, wealth and diversity
of women's writing.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: The Color Purple Alice Walker, 2011 A new addition
to the HMHhardcover classics, the best-known and critically-acclaimed novel from Alice Walker
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: On the Winds and Waves of Imagination Constance S.
Richards, 2020-04-22 First published in 2000.This book takes a transnational feminist approach to
the literature of three contemporary women authors, Virginia Woolf, Alice Walker, and South African
writer Zoe Wicomb. The author draws from post-colonial studies and considers how gender collides
with race, national origin, and class in women's oppression.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: The Lever of Riches Joel Mokyr, 1992-04-09 In a
world of supercomputers, genetic engineering, and fiber optics, technological creativity is ever more
the key to economic success. But why are some nations more creative than others, and why do some
highly innovative societies--such as ancient China, or Britain in the industrial revolution--pass into
stagnation? Beginning with a fascinating, concise history of technological progress, Mokyr sets the
background for his analysis by tracing the major inventions and innovations that have transformed
society since ancient Greece and Rome. What emerges from this survey is often surprising: the
classical world, for instance, was largely barren of new technology, the relatively backward society
of medieval Europe bristled with inventions, and the period between the Reformation and the
Industrial Revolution was one of slow and unspectacular progress in technology, despite the
tumultuous developments associated with the Voyages of Discovery and the Scientific Revolution.
What were the causes of technological creativity? Mokyr distinguishes between the relationship of
inventors and their physical environment--which determined their willingness to challenge
nature--and the social environment, which determined the openness to new ideas. He discusses a
long list of such factors, showing how they interact to help or hinder a nation's creativity, and then
illustrates them by a number of detailed comparative studies, examining the differences between
Europe and China, between classical antiquity and medieval Europe, and between Britain and the
rest of Europe during the industrial revolution. He examines such aspects as the role of the state
(the Chinese gave up a millennium-wide lead in shipping to the Europeans, for example, when an
Emperor banned large ocean-going vessels), the impact of science, as well as religion, politics, and
even nutrition. He questions the importance of such commonly-cited factors as the spill-over benefits
of war, the abundance of natural resources, life expectancy, and labor costs. Today, an ever greater
number of industrial economies are competing in the global market, locked in a struggle that
revolves around technological ingenuity. The Lever of Riches, with its keen analysis derived from a
sweeping survey of creativity throughout history, offers telling insights into the question of how
Western economies can maintain, and developing nations can unlock, their creative potential.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Alice Walker Gerri Bates, 2005-10-30 Alice Walker,
born in Eatonton, Georgia in 1944, overcame a disadvantaged sharecropping background, blindness
in one eye, and the tense times of the Civil Rights Movement to become one of the world's most
respected African American writers. While attending both Spelman and Sarah Lawrence Colleges,
Walker began to draw on both her personal tragedies and those of her community to write poetry,
essays, short stories, and novels that would tell the virtually untold stories of oppressed African and
African American women, providing readers with hope and inspiring activisim. Perhaps best known
for her novel The Color Purple (1982), which won the Pulitzer Prize in 1983 and became a



controversial film three years later, Walker has introduced and developed womanist theory, criticism
and practice, and continues to champion the causes of women of color by encouraging their strength
and liberation in her life and her writings. Literary works analyzed in this volume: The Third Life of
Grange Copeland, Meridian, The Color Purple, The Temple of My Familiar, Possessing the Secret of
Joy, By the Light of My Father's Smile, The Way Forward Is With a Broken Heart, Now is the Time to
Open Your Heart.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy
in Contemporary African American Literature Silvia Castro-Borrego, 2011-05-25 This volume
has as a cohesive argument the exploration of the different manifestations of the search for
wholeness and spirituality in the writings of contemporary African American women writers,
covering different literary genres such as fiction (both novels and short stories), drama and poetry.
Together with the issue of spirituality, the African American search for wholeness is analyzed as a
source of creativity and agency. As expressed in the contemporary literature of black women
writers, starting in the 1980s, the search for wholeness reflects a beauty realized through the
healing of the spirit and the body, and is a process that takes on dimensions of reconciling the past
and the present, the mythical and the real, the spiritual and the physical—all in the context of an
emerging world view that welcomes synthesis and expects both synthesis and generative
contradictions. The book will be a valuable collection for scholars of African American literature,
comparative American Ethnic literature, American literature, and spirituality, as well as women’s
studies. In addition, it will be an important text for both undergraduate and graduate students in
those fields. As Professor Johnnella Butler (2006) points out, the African American search for
wholeness is tightly linked to the search for freedom and agency. Ever since the 19th century,
African American writers have given expression to an African American self which functions in
Western civilization simultaneously as a “colonized” other and an assertive “self.” Due to the
continuous ordeal of the African Diaspora, this self is caught in between the binaries proposed by
the material and the spiritual world, seeking a balance where the person can become whole. The
search for wholeness feeds from cultural roots that imply the presence of ancestral spiritualism,
rememory, and double consciousness. Contemporary black women writers reflect the metaphor of
building spiritual bridges, seeking the possibilities of building a bridge to the archetypal African past
that is carried in their memories as a presence that offers sustenance via spiritual reconnection.
Their works seek to bridge the gap between the myths and traditions of the past and contemporary
African American culture. The texts included in this collection are examples of writing as an exercise
of what Vévé Clark calls “Diaspora literacy.” The texts written by contemporary African American
women writers explicitly show how to recognize and read the cultural signs left scattered along the
road of progress. In this way, material acquisition is achieved along with cultural dispossession,
becoming a metaphor for the history of the African in America. The powerful message is that one
should not exclude the other.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: New York , 1989-05
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Identity-Focused ELA Teaching Richard Beach,
Anthony Johnston, Amanda Haertling Thein, 2015-03-05 Countering the increased standardization of
English language arts instruction requires recognizing and fostering students’ unique identity
construction across different social and cultural contexts. Drawing on current sociocultural theories
of identity construction, this book posits that students construct multiple identities through use of
five identity practices: adopting alternative perspectives, exploring connections across people and
texts, negotiating identities across social worlds, developing agency through critical analysis, and
reflecting on long-term identity trajectories. Identity-Focused ELA Teaching features classroom
activities teachers can use to put these practices into action in ways that re-center implementing the
Common Core State Standards; case-study profiles of students and classrooms from urban,
suburban, and rural schools adopting these practices; and descriptions of how teachers both support
students with this instructional approach and share their own identity-construction experiences with
their students. It demonstrates how, as students acquire identity-focused practices through



engagements with literature, writing, drama, and digital texts, they gain awareness of the ways
exposure to different narratives, beliefs, and perspectives serves to mediate their own and others’
identities, leading to different ways of being and becoming over time.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Ebony , 1989-07 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  alice walker the temple of my familiar: Contemporary American Women Fiction Writers
Laurie Champion, Rhonda Austin, 2002-11-30 American women writers have long been creating an
extraordinarily diverse and vital body of fiction, particularly in the decades since World War II.
Recent authors have benefited from the struggles of their predecessors, who broke through barriers
that denied women opportunities for self-expression. This reference highlights American women
writers who continue to build upon the formerly male-dominated canon. Included are alphabetically
arranged entries for more than 60 American women writers of diverse ethnicity who wrote or
published their most significant fiction after World War II. Each entry is written by an expert
contributor and includes:^L^DBLA brief biography^L^DBLA discussion of major works and
themes^^DBLA survey of the writer's critical reception^L^DBLA bibliography of primary and
secondary sources
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